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W elcome to Watch Jerusalem! I want to 
tell you why we created this magazine. Israel 
has plenty of newspapers and magazines 

that cover local news and trends, as well as biblical 
archaeology and history. Why do we need another? 

King Solomon answers this question. “Where there 
is no vision, the people cast off restraint; But he that 
keepeth the law, happy is he” (Proverbs 29:18). The 
word vision means, “a mental image of what the future 
will or could be like.” The Hebrew word for vision 
here is chazon, which refers to divine communication. 
Solomon is describing man’s need for vision, for hope 
and inspiration, and for divine communication.

This verse encapsulates the purpose of Watch 
Jerusalem. We want to educate and inspire readers with 
the vision of Jerusalem’s past, present and future.

There is extraordinary vision in Jerusalem and 
in the Jewish state.  No city or territory on Earth 
has a past, present or future filled with as much 
meaning and hope. There is vision in the Old City, in 
the City of David and on the Temple Mount; there is 
vision in the hills of Judea and on the coastal plains. 
There is vision in the ancient ruins that testify of 
this land’s incomparable history, and in the many 
sensational artifacts that have been uncovered through 
archaeological excavation. 

Watch Jerusalem proclaims the wonderful vision in 
Israel’s ancient past.

Israel today is also the epicenter of some major 
issues and trends, both regionally and globally. There 
is a lot of critical daily news in Israel. There is enormous 
vision here too, even though the news media today 
rarely conveys it. But Israel’s ancient history and the 
writings of the Jewish prophets give tremendous 
meaning and vision to Israel’s domestic politics, to the 
terrorist threat, to the ongoing conflict with Iran and 
its proxies in Lebanon and Gaza, and to the many other 
news events and trends. 

Watch Jerusalem:  
Why Israel Needs This Magazine

from the editor |  By Gerald Flurry
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When the Messiah comes, He is going to sit on David’s 
throne and bring salvation to all mankind. The Messiah 
will rule on that throne forever (Isaiah 9:7). Jerusalem 
will be the capital of the Earth and the universe.

This is the Jerusalem that the captives had 
forgotten. They repented in captivity and remem-
bered this most inspiring vision in their Bible!

“O daughter of Babylon, that art to be destroyed …” 
(Psalm 137:8). Psalm 137 is about a horrifying event 
in Jewish history. It is also a prophecy about the 
end-time daughter of Babylon. We are living in the 
end time today.

How can the Jews avoid another Babylonian 
calamity? How can they avoid another such catastrophe? 
By exalting Jerusalem above their chief joy!

These Jews proclaimed to the Babylonians that they 
too were going to be destroyed. And they were.

These captives served God by delivering an extremely 
difficult message, in spite of what their captors thought. 
They could have lost their lives because of the warning 
they delivered to the Babylonians. They were willing 
to die for the Jerusalem vision they built in captivity! 
When they repented, God gave them strong courage.

This is real history and real prophecy that our loving 
God wants all of us to deeply understand. The coming of the 
Messiah is at the door. This is the living hope we all need.

The Prophet Isaiah also wrote extensively about 
Jerusalem. Consider Isaiah 40, which is about both 

Watch Jerusalem puts contemporary events in 
historical context, and shares the wonderful vision of 
where these events are leading. 

King Solomon wasn’t the only one to discuss vision 
and show how important it is for individual and 
national health. Many Jewish priests, prophets and 
leaders talk about vision, and especially the importance 
of the Jerusalem vision. 

The Jewish nation was destroyed by Babylon in 585 
b.c.e. The Jews had forgotten the God of their own 
Bible. Jerusalem and the temple were demolished. 
Psalm 137 is about a group of those Jews who were taken 
as captives to Babylon. They were deeply discouraged. 
However, they learned one of the most inspiring lessons 
in the Bible.

“By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down, yea, 
we wept, When we remembered Zion” (Psalm 137:1). 
The captives had forgotten righteous Zion. They wept 
bitterly when they remembered Zion.

“Upon the willows in the midst thereof We hanged up 
our harps. For there they that led us captive asked of us 
words of song, And our tormentors asked of us mirth: 
‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion.’ How shall we sing the 
Lord’s song In a foreign land?” (verses 2-4). The captives 
were going to sing the Lord’s song. They were going to 
sing God’s song, with lyrics from their own Bible! It was 
a part of their worshiping of the true God.

Jeremiah the prophet warned them repeatedly and 
with real authority. They threw him into prison, and he 
was almost killed. Nebuchadnezzar released Jeremiah 
when he led the Babylonian military into Jerusalem.

Many of the Jews repented in captivity.
In verses 5-6, the psalmist wrote: “If I forget thee, O 

Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget her cunning. If I 
remember thee not; Let my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, If I set not Jerusalem Above my chiefest 
joy.” Written while in captivity to the Babylonians, 
this beautiful song expresses the deep yearning of the 
Jewish people for Jerusalem. It is a perpetual reminder 
to the Jews to hold fast to their vision of Jerusalem.

The Bible is filled with passages like this; passages 
that describe how important it is to cherish the 
Jerusalem vision.

They had forgotten Jerusalem. That is why they were 
captured. They did not have God’s protection. But in 
captivity, they exalted Jerusalem above their chief joy! 
They had resurrected their wonderful vision of Jerusalem! 
The Jews now had a righteous, beautiful attitude.

Life in captivity had become more thrilling than what 
it was before Babylon captured them! They clearly saw 
that the Eternal “hath chosen Jerusalem” (Zechariah 
3:2). They recaptured the vision that the Eternal “shall 
yet choose Jerusalem” (Zechariah 1:17).
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the past and the future, and illuminates the Jerusalem 
vision. Verse 9 (jps) says,  “O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Zion, Get thee up into the high mountain; O 
thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, Lift up thy 
voice with strength; Lift it up, be not afraid; Say unto 
the cities of Judah: ‘Behold your God!’”

Jerusalem and the State of Israel are filled with 
history and events that declare, “Behold your God!” 
Traveling the land of Israel is like walking through 
the Hebrew Bible. There are biblically significant 
archaeological excavations, artifacts and ruins all over 
the country. Many political events and trends in Israel 

are connected to the coming Messiah. In its own way, 
each of these declares, “Behold your God!”

Watch Jerusalem will highlight Israel’s ancient past, 
present and future, and show how it declares, even in 
the 21st century—“Behold your God!”

Watch Jerusalem is a new magazine, but it is not a 
new work. This magazine is part of a work in Israel that 
continues the legacy of the late Herbert W. Armstrong. A 
prolific author, educator, philanthropist and theologian, 
Mr. Armstrong established an impressive work in Israel 
in 1967, more than 50 years ago. 

Mr. Armstrong traveled the world teaching the 
true causes of the problems facing humanity and 
their ultimate solutions. He published the  Plain 
Truth magazine, read by 1 out of every 583 people on 
Earth; broadcast the World Tomorrow program on 382 
television stations and 36 radio stations; and founded 
three campuses of the well-regarded Ambassador 
College.

Mr. Armstrong directed many important projects, 
but his greatest passion, especially in his final years, 
was for Jerusalem and the Jewish state. Between 1967 

Jerusalem means “city of peace,” and yet this city’s history has been filled with rivers of 
blood! No city has suffered like Jerusalem. It has known almost no peace. But there is very 
good news. God established Jerusalem to be a city of peace—and will one day make sure that 
it becomes so! It is actually the city from which God will rule the entire universe! Learn more 
by requesting your free copy of Jerusalem in Prophecy.

Jerusalem in Prophecy

and 1986, he visited Jerusalem more than 50 times. 
He befriended all of Israel’s prime ministers and 
presidents during this time. In 1968, Mr. Armstrong and 
Ambassador College formed what Moshe Kol, Israel’s 
tourism minister at the time, called “an iron bridge that 
can never be broken” with Hebrew University and the 
State of Israel. 

Mr. Armstrong and Ambassador College supported 
multiple archaeological excavations in Jerusalem, 
including the massive Temple Mount excavations led by 
Benjamin Mazar and Hebrew University. Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Mazar and several politicians met numerous times 
in the Knesset. The Jews were much more united at that 
time than they are today. They are dangerously divided 
in 2019. (So are Britain and America.)

During America’s Civil War, Abraham Lincoln said, 
“A nation divided against itself cannot stand.” He boldly 
stated that America had forsaken God!

Is that true of America, Britain and the Jewish state 
today? We believe you can prove that it is!

When Mr. Armstrong visited Jerusalem, he could 
often be seen walking arm in arm with Jerusalem 
Mayor Kollek around the city. The mayor would share 
his vision of modern Jerusalem, and Mr. Armstrong 
would give the mayor feedback and ideas about his 
plans and projects. 

In 1983, during a luncheon with Teddy Kollek, Mr. 
Armstrong toasted the mayor’s successful reelection. 
The mayor smiled and responded from his chair, 

“Jerusalem at this time does not have a prophet—you 
will have to be our prophet.” 

Like David and Solomon, Isaiah and the psalmist, 
and like Mayor Teddy Kollek, Mr. Armstrong had an 
extraordinary vision of Jerusalem and the Jewish state. 
Like the great Jewish figures of antiquity, he understood 
that there is tremendous hope and inspiration bound 
up in the past, present and future of this city and nation. 
And he devoted a lot of energy to sharing this hope. 

Watch Jerusalem proudly embraces and continues 
this legacy—a legacy that follows the immortal words 
of Isaiah the prophet in declaring to the cities of Judah, 

“Behold your God!” n

No city or territory on Earth 
has a past, present or future 
filled with as much meaning 
and hope.
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Israel is thriving. How long will the good times last? 
And what comes next? By Brad Macdonald

L ife was good for the Jews in the southern 
kingdom of Judah in the eighth century b.c.e. 
The nation was secure, prosperous and powerful. 

It was led by King Uzziah, an outstanding leader who 
had a special genius for fighting and farming, activities 
crucial to national triumph.

Judah’s success was built on the twin pillars of 
agriculture and the military. Innovative infrastructure 
projects, including hundreds of wells, allowed huge 
tracts of desert to be irrigated and converted into lush 
pastures and crops. The nation overflowed with fruits, 
vegetables and livestock.

On the military front, Uzziah established a smartly 
planned network of fortifications and maintained a 
large army. His soldiers were outfitted with the most 
advanced military hardware on the market. The 
kingdom faced threats: The Philistines in Gaza had 
made a comeback following their defeats by King David 

two centuries earlier; the Arabians in the southeast 
could be pushy. But Judah’s foes were defenseless 
against vigilant King Uzziah and his superior military. 

Does this sound familiar? Today the Jewish state 
is more secure, prosperous and powerful than at any 
other time since its creation in 1948. This success is 
built on a healthy economy and robust military. Israel’s 
21st-century resurgence has occurred mainly under the 
stewardship of one man—a divisive, but undeniably 
suc c e s s f u l  l ead e r :  Pr i m e  M i n i s te r  B e n j a m i n 
Netanyahu.

Is this parallel between ancient Judah and modern 
Israel mere coincidence? Jews in Israel know they are 
living in the land of their forefathers; most know they 
are the descendants of the southern kingdom of Judah. 
Is history somehow repeating itself? 

The writings of the biblical prophets such as Isaiah, 
Amos and Hosea show that many of the events that 

A Prophesied 
Resurgence in Israel

 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and his supporters 
at the 2019 Israeli elections.
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occurred in Judah anciently were actually a portent, 
or forerunner, of events that would occur in Judah in 
the end time. Gerald Flurry, Watch Jerusalem editor in 
chief, calls this parallel between the past and the present 

“prophetic duality.” “Although many prophecies have been 
fulfilled in the past, most of them were only a small type of 
the greater end-time fulfillment,” he writes in his booklet 
Isaiah’s End-Time Vision (emphasis added throughout).

Was Judah’s resurgence under King Uzziah a type 
of Israel’s present success? The positive evidence is 
abundant and compelling. 

Judah’s Resurgence
Judah’s resurgence is recorded in 2 Chronicles 26 
and 2 Kings 15. The Chronicles account meticulously 
describes King Uzziah’s military victories, his power 
and fame, and Judah’s impressive “economic, military 
and cultural renaissance” (esv Bible Atlas). Under 
Uzziah, Judah attained wealth and glory not seen since 
the days of King Solomon.

In The Land of the Bible, Yohanan Aharoni wrote: 
“Uzziah’s varied activities strengthened Judah and 
raised it in the second half of his long reign (52 years) 
to its greatest level of power.” 

Victories over the Philistines in Gath, Ashdod 
and Jabneh helped Judah gain control of cities 
inside enemy territory near the Mediterranean Sea. 
Triumphs against Arabs in the area of Gurbaal (near 
Petra, Jordan) expanded Judah’s southern and eastern 
borders. Uzziah even recovered the coastal city of 
Elath, endowing his kingdom with a major Red Sea 
port (see map, page 26). 

Judah’s king had a reputation for strength and 
was feared and respected across the region. “And the 
Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah; and his name spread 
abroad even to the entrance of Egypt; for he waxed 
exceeding strong” (2 Chronicles 26:8). While Uzziah 
was the dread of his enemies, he was admired and 
loved by his people. His popularity, which sprang from 
his success at forging a strong, secure nation, helped 
King Uzziah become Judah’s longest-serving king.

Are there parallels here with Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who, in July, became Israel’s longest-serving prime 
minister? Mr. Netanyahu’s current tenure began in 2009 
(he was also prime minister from 1996–1999). Bibi is a 
controversial figure and has many critics, especially in 
the political and media establishments. The result of the 
recent election indicates that Netanyahu’s grip on power 
is weakening. But among regular Israelis, he is generally, 
and very often privately, admired and appreciated. To 
many, he remains melekh yisrael—“king of Israel.”

Love him or loathe him, it is hard to deny the fruits. 
Since 2009, Israel’s per capita gross domestic product 

has grown by almost 45 percent, significantly better than 
most Western nations; unemployment has remained low; 
foreign direct investment has reached an all-time high; 
and Israel’s standard of living has significantly improved. 
Economists refer to the past 10 years as Israel’s “golden 
decade.” This year, for the third year in a row, tiny Israel 
was ranked the eighth-most powerful nation in the world. 

Netanyahu’s greatest quality, at least to many Israelis, 
is his resolve to keep Israel safe. The years before Bibi 
were marked by carnage and suffering. During the 
Second Intifada (2000–2005), Palestinian suicide 
bombers killed more than 1,000 Israelis—more than 
were killed during the Six-Day War. The threat of bus 
bombs and café attacks caused many, especially in 
Jerusalem, to live in a perpetual state of fear. Terrorism 
remains an ever present threat, but over the past 10 years 
it has been forcefully and effectively addressed. The fear 
that once hung over Jerusalem has dissipated, and the 
nation is confident that it is well defended—mainly 
thanks to the vigilance of Prime Minister Netanyahu. 

Uzziah: Lover of Soil
Israel isn’t naturally endowed with abundant agricultural 
resources. The nation receives very little rainfall and can 
be miserably hot. More than half of the land is desert. 
Despite these handicaps, Israel produces 95 percent of 
its own food. In fact, it cultivates an excess of fruits and 
vegetables, which it exports all over the world. 

Israel is a global leader in several agricultural sectors, 
including irrigation, milk-production technology, seed 
development and aquaculture (fish farming). This 
agricultural success, an outgrowth of the kibbutz 
movement, testifies of clever planning, hard work and 
astonishing ingenuity. Much of this, especially the high-
tech innovation, has flourished in just the past couple 
of decades. 

Wherever you go in Israel, the land is a canvas of 
various shades of brown contrasted with plots and 
stretches of green. These colors tell Israel’s agricultural 
story and speak to its ability to harness the life-giving 
power of water. Drive north on Highway 90 through the 

Was Judah’s resurgence 
under King Uzziah a type 
of Israel’s present success? 
The evidence that it was is 
abundant and compelling. 
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parched, scorching hot wilderness of the Jordan Valley 
plain and you will see that even the desert hosts huge 
plantations of life (mainly date palm trees). Northern 
Israel is a paradise of hills clothed with vineyards and 
orchards, and valleys flowing with natural springs and 
dotted by vegetable farms.

State-of-the-art water treatment technology allows 
the nation to recycle 86 percent of its wastewater. Spain, 
second in the world for water recycling, recycles only 19 
percent of its wastewater. While every other nation in 
the Middle East faces water shortages, Israel has water 
to spare. It is the only country in the world where the 
deserts are shrinking.

Israel is a world leader in desalination technology. 
It has multiple desalination plants, which together 
supply 60 percent of its domestic water needs, easing 
the pressure on the nation’s wells, natural springs and 
the Jordan River. 

Israel teems with companies and start-ups that 
specialize in creating new agricultural technology and 
practices. Taranis, a Tel Aviv-based start-up founded in 
2015, uses satellites, planes and drones to conduct aerial 
surveillance to collect data on crops and pastureland. 
It integrates this data with factors, such as weather 
conditions and soil type to give farmers the exact 
location of weeds, weed density, pests and diseases. 
Farmers use the information to develop customized 
treatments, saving time and money, and reducing the 
use of harmful pesticides.

BioBee specializes in the biological treatment of 
pests and natural pollination. The company breeds and 
trains predatory wasps and other insects, which it sends 
into battle against pests, cutting the need for chemical 

pesticides by up to 70 percent. BioBee combats fruit flies 
by breeding and releasing sterile male flies into native 
fruit-fly communities.

Yes, other nations have impressive technology and 
innovation. But no other nation of similar size, population 
or young age has enjoyed success quite like Israel. 

Guess who else had a green thumb? “And [Uzziah] 
built towers in the wilderness, and hewed out many 
cisterns, for he had much cattle; in the Lowland also, 
and in the table-land; and he had husbandmen and 
vinedressers in the mountains and in the fruitful 
fields; for he loved husbandry” (2 Chronicles 26:10). 

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary says 
that Uzziah “loved and encouraged all branches of 
agriculture.” The Amplified Bible simply states: “for he 
loved the soil.” King Uzziah initiated vast engineering 
projects to manage Judah’s water resources. New 
wells were dug in the barren lands along the western 
shores of the Dead Sea. This new supply of fresh water 
irrigated pastures and crops. Judah’s sheep flocks 
and cattle herds grew exponentially. The economy 
thrived. New villages and cities had to be raised to 
accommodate population growth. 

The “Lowland” lay between the Judean hills and the 
Mediterranean Sea, while “the table-land” refers to the 
fertile grazing lands on both sides of the Jordan River.  
Much like today, this territory during the time of Uzziah 
was adorned with vineyards, olive plantations, orchards 
and vegetable farms.   

Verse 10 says Uzziah constructed “towers in the 
wilderness.” These towers served both agricultural and 
military purposes, sheltering sheep and cattle, while 
serving the kingdom’s defense strategy. Under King 

Uzziah, Judah was a land 
of deep green pastures and 
towering military lookouts, 
a land of cattle sheds and 
soldiers’ barracks, a land of 
vegetable farms and weapons 
factories.

Israel today is a compa-
rable blend of agriculture and 
military—a land of tractors 
and tanks.  

Judah’s Military 
Supremacy
U n d e r  U z z i a h ,  J u d a h 
was a military state. The 
nation had a vast, smartly 
organized, well-managed 
m i l i t a r y  s y s t e m .  2 
Chronicles 26 continues by 

View of the Golan  
Heights in the summer

leospek /istock.com
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Again, similarities with contemporary Israel are 
inescapable. Today the Israel Defense Forces (idf) 
is truly exceptional, even by world standards. It has 
almost 170,000 active personnel and more than half 
a million soldiers in reserve. If needed, Israel could 
marshal a fighting force of more than 750,000 soldiers 
virtually overnight.

As anciently, Israel’s military is highly organized. 
The idf goes “out to war by bands,” or in named or 
numbered regiments. Military service is mandatory 
for Israeli citizens—men for three years, women for 
two. The military is a pillar of the nation’s culture and 
society. Many attribute Israel’s economic success—
including its thriving start-up industry and world-class 
tech sector—to its mandatory military service. Army 
service helps young people mature faster and develop 
crucial life skills, such as work ethic, discipline and 
time management. 

Israel’s ground forces comprise 64 maneuver 
brigades organized into 17 divisions. Israel’s firepower 
includes 2,760 combat tanks, more than 6,500 
armored fighting vehicles and 650 self-propelled 
artillery. Israel’s air force has around 300 active United 
States-made F-15 and F-16 fighter jets and 16 F-35 
Lightning ii jets, with 50 more on order. The Air Force 

describing the army, a host of 
307,500 disciplined soldiers, 
commanded by 2,600 skilled 
officers. The sheer size of 
the army suggests military 
service was likely mandatory. 
These warriors were highly 
trained and equipped with 
powerful weapons, including 
swords, spears, shields, bows 
and slings. The army “went 
out to war by bands,” or as it 
says in another translation, 

“ by  nu m b e re d  reg i m e nt s” 
(verses 11-14).

These verses show that 
King Uzziah himself had the 
mind and heart of a soldier. 
He took a personal interest 
in every aspect of Judah’s 
military, from broad strategy 
a n d  l og i s t ic s  to  weap o n s 
research and development. 

“Moreover Uzziah built 
towers in Jerusalem at the 
corner gate, and at the valley 
gate, and at the Turning, and 
fortified them” (verse 9). Uzziah fortified Jerusalem, 
making Judah’s capital safe and secure. Its citizens 
were able to concentrate on trade, commerce and 
various cultural activities. 

Verse 15 says, “[H]e made in Jerusalem engines, 
invented by skilful men, to be on the towers and 
upon the corners, wherewith to shoot arrows and 
great stones. And his name spread far abroad; for he 
was marvellously helped, till he was strong.” This is 
the only biblical use of the word “engines.” It refers 
to the invention of sophisticated military weapons 
(one commentary says “ingenious instruments”) and 
their deployment in Jerusalem: enormous crossbows, 
trebuchets and catapults, all terrifying weapons capable 
of raining down large stones and arrows—cutting-edge 
eighth-century b.c.e. military technology. “This is the 
first intimation on record of any warlike engines for the 
attack or defense of besieged places, and this account 
is long prior to anything of the Greeks and Romans” 
(Clarke’s Commentary).

Uzziah’s high-tech artillery was developed by “skilful 
men.” The Hebrew word for “skilful men” is chashab, 
which means “to think, calculate, design, devise, skillful, 
skillful workman.” Judah had outstanding scientists, 
engineers and inventors and a first-rate research and 
development program. 

Like King Uzziah, Netanyahu has long had a 
keen interest in Israel’s national security. 

RESURGENCE PAGE 26 u

Benjamin Netanyahu (Right) 
and Benny Gantz (Left)
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King David’s Palace:  
Earthshaking Proof 
of Israel’s Warrior King
A Jewish archaeologist has rocked the archaeological world with 
one spectacular discovery: King David’s palace. As monumental 
of a find as the palace is, the way she found it is perhaps even 
more remarkable. By Gerald Flurry 
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King David’s Palace:  
Earthshaking Proof 
of Israel’s Warrior King

I n the January-February 1997 issue of Biblical 
Archaeology Review (bar), Israeli archaeologist Dr. 
Eilat Mazar made a staggering assertion: She claimed 

to know the exact location of King David’s palace. The map 
accompanying her article had an arrow pointing to the 
spot, along with the caption, “It’s there.”

It wasn’t until February 2005, almost 10 years later, 
after finally securing permission and funding to dig, 
that Dr. Mazar commenced the excavation. She officially 
announced her discovery of David’s palace just a year later.

Dr. Mazar analyzes the Jerusalem landscape through 
the prism of the Hebrew Bible. She relies on biblical history. 
Very few people believe in her methods or predictions, 
yet she is almost always right. Even those who question 
whether the structure she unearthed is really King David’s 
palace at least acknowledge that it is a significant discovery. 
And she made this discovery with the help of the Bible.

David’s palace spotlights the Bible in an inspiring way. 
Many critics question this book, but it is the most accurate 
history on Earth. This is proven in the City of David and in 
archaeological excavations across Israel.

Dr. Mazar’s discovery of King David’s palace ought to fill 
you with wonder and hope!

Living History
“Dr. Eilat Mazar, world authority on Jerusalem’s past, has 
taken King David out of the pages of the Bible and put 
him back into living history,” wrote Rachel Ginsberg in 
a November 2005 article for aish.com titled “Reclaiming 
Biblical Jerusalem.” She is absolutely right. The palace of 
David brings Bible history alive! “Mazar’s latest excavation 
in the City of David, in the southern shadow of the Temple 
Mount, has shaken up the archaeological world.”

I encourage you to go online and find this article. 
Ginsberg mentions Dr. Mazar’s doctorate in archaeology 
from Hebrew University and describes her as “one of 
the world’s leading authorities on the archaeology of 
ancient Jerusalem.” The article also discusses the teenage 
Mazar working alongside her grandfather, archaeologist 
Benjamin Mazar, on excavations on the Ophel, which 
is along the southern wall  of the Temple Mount. 

balage balough / archaeoloy illustrated
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(The predecessor to our work, the late philanthropist 
and educator Herbert W. Armstrong, worked closely 
with Benjamin Mazar. Today, we support the projects 
of Dr. Eilat Mazar.)

Prof. Benjamin Mazar is often referred to as the 
“dean of biblical archaeologists.” He always took a Bible 
with him when he visited archaeological digs across 
Israel, and he would consult the biblical passages 
related to whatever site he was visiting. Dr. Mazar 
fondly recalls the impact her grandfather had on 
her thinking, always asking her, “What’s new in the 
excavation?” If she said there wasn’t anything new that 
day, he would ask the same question again, prodding 
her to engage in fresh, new thinking every single day. 
She learned from him to excavate, think; excavate, think. 
She also learned to use the Hebrew Bible in her work.

The science of the Bible is routinely questioned 
today. To most, the Bible isn’t considered a worthy 
historical source. But we need to look at the fruits. Has 
anyone made greater archaeological discoveries than 
Dr. Mazar? The Hebrew Bible is her guide! “I work with 
the Bible in one hand and the tools of excavation in the 
other,” said Dr. Mazar. 

Critics say that King David never existed, or that he 
was just a small, irrelevant king. That’s nonsense! He 
did exist, and you can easily prove this using both the 
Bible and science. The proof is overwhelming!

A Geographical Clue
The one passage that really helped Dr. Mazar uncover 
David’s palace is 2 Samuel 5. “And when the Philistines 
heard that David was anointed king over Israel, all the 
Philistines went up to seek David; and David heard of it, 
and went down to the hold” (verse 17).

“It is clear from the topography of the City of David 
that David could have gone down to the citadel only from 
the north, as the city is surrounded by deep valleys on 
every other side,” Dr. Mazar wrote about this verse in 
the January-February 1997 issue of bar. “It also makes 
sense that the Jebusite stronghold would have been 
located at the high point in the City of David, that is, in 
its northernmost section. From here, the fortress would 
not only command all areas of the city but would also 
provide for the defense of the city on its only vulnerable 
side—the north, which had no natural defense. If this 
was in fact the case, one can infer that after conquering 
the city, David’s palace was constructed north of this 
citadel (David went down to the fortress) and outside the 
northern fortifications of the city.”

Dr. Mazar noticed a geographical clue in the Bible 
and trusted it enough to actually dig where the Bible 
indicated. In 2005, she started digging immediately 
north of the area known today as the City of David, 

right at the top of the ancient Mount Zion. After just 
one season of digging, she discovered a massive wall 
measuring up to 3 meters wide in some places and 
running 30 meters from west to east. This is what is 
known as the Large Stone Structure, or David’s Palace.

Beneath the Large Stone Structure is the Stepped-
Stone Structure, which is the size of a 12-story building, 
the largest Iron Age structure in Israel. The Stepped-
Stone Structure supports David’s Palace.

After David conquered the Jebusite stronghold of 
Jerusalem, he “dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the 
city of David. And David built round about from Millo 
and inward. And David waxed greater and greater; for the 
Lord, the God of hosts, was with him” (verses 9-10). David 
became a great king because of his relationship with God.

“And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, 
and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they 
built David an house” (verse 11). Does this sound like an 
obscure tribal chieftain? The Phoenicians, a powerful 
trading people that inhabited the Mediterranean coast 
and had access to the forests of Lebanon, provided 
both the labor and materials for David’s palace. They 
had some of the highest-quality craftsmen and best 
materials in the region.

Sure enough, the details of Dr. Mazar’s discovery 
confirm the biblical record. While excavating, she found 
a massive Phoenician-style capital (a stylish pillar cap). 
This is evidence of Phoenician influence on David’s 
palace, just as the Bible explicitly confirms.

As Dr. Mazar has repeatedly said, how can anyone 
excavate in Israel and not consult the Bible? She has 
meticulously documented her Bible-proving finds, 
saying that her work would be primitive otherwise. 

The Find of the Century—and Much More
David’s palace was home to David’s throne, the greatest 
monarchy on Earth. You can prove where his throne is 
today. This palace is considered by some archaeologists 
to be the find of the century. It has refreshed the 
scriptural narrative.

But Dr. Mazar didn’t just uncover an incredible 
structure. Below the walls, she also found 11th-century 
b.c.e. pottery. Inside a room above that find, her team 
located 10th-century b.c.e. pottery coinciding with the 
time of King David. This proved the takeover from the 
Jebusites and the construction of a palace in the 10th 
century b.c.e. 

In 2006, Dr. Mazar conducted the next phase of the 
Palace of David dig. As the excavation expanded, she 
discovered a much larger wall; this one was over 16 
feet wide, testifying of the building’s importance and 
grandeur. As Dr. Mazar put it at the time: “This was not 
just a house; this was a fantastic house!”
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Dr. Mazar’s City of David dig is only about 20 percent 
finished. There is a lot more of the palace yet to be 
excavated!

The City of David defies the critics of the Bible, 
who say that good science and the Bible are mutually 
exclusive—that you can only have one or the other. Dr. 
Mazar is using Hebrew Bible history as science to make 
all these astonishing discoveries. (We will tell you all 
about these in future issues.)

In her article for aish.com, Ginsberg wrote that “what 
most amazed Mazar was how close the building is to the 
surface.” The palace was only a meter or two, depending 
on where she dug, beneath the surface. The cynics, 
according to Dr. Mazar, warned that “there will be so 
many layers, so many remnants of other cultures” that it 
wouldn’t be “worth digging.” Others argued that so much 
of the area had been excavated, there would be nothing 
more left to find. 

“I was shocked at how easy it was to uncover it, and 
how well preserved it was, as if it were just waiting 
3,000 years for us to find it,” Dr. Mazar said.

King David’s palace is just one of many shocking 
discoveries made by Dr. Mazar. Since 2005, she has 
uncovered King Solomon’s royal complex, clay seals 
bearing the names of King Hezekiah and Isaiah, seals 
bearing the names of the Prophet Jeremiah’s captors, 
evidence of Nehemiah’s wall, and rare bronze coins 
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in c.e. 70.

Again, Dr. Mazar has found this trove of precious 
artifacts by simply believing and following the Bible!

Pe rh a p s  m o s t  e xc i t i n g  a b o ut  D r.  M a z a r ’s 
unearthing of King David’s palace is the spotlight it 
places on this warrior king. Nobody in the Bible has 
a longer biography than David. He is a marvelous 
example from the Hebrew Bible for us today!

“And David perceived that the Lord had established 
him king over Israel, and that He had exalted his 
kingdom for His people Israel’s sake” (2 Samuel 5:12). 
The great God of the universe was directly involved 
in David’s life, and He wants to be a part of your 
life too!  n
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archaeologists to be the find of the century.
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Dating
During excavations between 2005 and 2008, Dr. Eilat Mazar 

discovered pottery directly under and against the Large 
Stone Structure. The pottery found under the Large Stone 

Structure was dated to Iron Age I (late Jebusite). The pottery 
discovered in the sealed layers abutting the structure was 

dated to Iron Age IIa (King David’s period). Carbon dating of 
samples within those layers confirmed the pottery dating. 

The Palace of King David

Built into the east side of Mount Zion, this massive 
edifice (20 meters high) is the tallest Iron Age 

structure ever discovered in Israel. First excavated 
in the 1920s, during the 2007-2008 seasons, the 

structure was more reliably dated to around 1000 B.C.E.

The Stepped-Stone Structure fills a large gap in the 
bedrock at the top edge of Mount Zion, allowing the 

construction of a large building above. 

Stepped-Stone Structure

julia goddard/watch jerusalem
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In 2005, Dr. Eilat Mazar discovered evidence of a massive building 
above the Stepped-Stone Structure. The size of two walls in 
particular was staggering. One wall, running east to west, was 
30 meters long and up to three meters wide (A). Another wall, 
discovered in 2006, ran north to south and was six meters wide (B).

Mazar also learned that one of these massive walls interlocks with 
the Stepped-Stone Structure. This was an important discovery, as 
it indicates that both structures were constructed at the same time 
and are part of the same monumental edifice. 

Large Stone Structure
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T he city of Ziklag is mentioned 15 times in the 
Bible and has a rather peculiar story. It belonged 
to the Philistines until  it  changed hands 

peaceably with an unlikely individual: King David of 
Israel.

Its exact location has been uncertain. Archaeologists 
and scholars have suggested as many as a dozen 
different possible sites. None, however, quite fit the 
bill—until now.

A July 8 press release from the Khirbet a-Ra’i 
excavation team announced,  “We have found 
biblical Ziklag.” Over the past three years, a massive 
archaeological effort has excavated a square kilometer 
of the site, providing evidence of this ancient city.

Supporting the Bible
Anciently, during the reign of a violent and unstable 
King Saul, David and 600 other men were on the run. 
Weary of being constantly on the move within the 
land of Israel, David took his men to the Philistine city 
of Gath and sought refuge with King Achish. As the 
account in 1 Samuel 27-29 describes, the Philistine 
king befriended David, seeing in him a fellow “enemy” of 
Israel—or, at least, an enemy of King Saul. And he gave 
him a remarkable gift: “And David said unto Achish; ‘If 
I have now found favour in thine eyes, let them give me 
a place in one of the cities in the country, that I may 
dwell there; for why should thy servant dwell in the 
royal city with thee? Then Achish gave him Ziklag that 
day; wherefore Ziklag belongeth unto the kings of Judah 
unto this day” (1 Samuel 27:5-6).

Ziklag thus became a sort of “first city” for David, 
who had already been chosen and anointed as king but 

was not publicly recognized as such until after Saul’s 
death. David lived at Ziklag for a year and four months, 
until the monarch’s demise (verse 7).

Finds at Khirbet a-Ra’i match with several elements 
of the biblical account of Ziklag.

The excavation, located in what would have 
originally been Philistine territory, shows heavy 
evidence of Philistine settlement from the 12th to 
11th centuries b.c.e., which is the period of primary 
Philistine settlement in the Levant. Finds at the site 
included “foundation offerings” set beneath buildings in 
order to bring good luck to their construction, massive 
stone structures, and general Philistine pottery—
discoveries that match with the other excavated 
Philistine sites of Gath, Ashkelon, Ekron and Ashdod.

Then the remains of Philistine settlement show 
a transition into rural Judean settlement, dating to 
around the early 10th century b.c.e.—the time of King 
David. Discoveries belonging to this Judean settlement 
include nearly 100 complete vessels identical to those 
of another early Davidic city: Khirbet Qeiyafa, identified 
as biblical Shaaraim. 

The similarity of Khirbet a-Ra’i and Khirbet Qeiyafa 
can be well vouched for, as they were both excavated 
by professors Yossi Garfinkel and Sa’ar Ganor, and 
carbon-14 dated to the identical period. Like Shaaraim, 
Ziklag was a frontier city, located atop a prominent hill 
near the border between Israel and Philistia.

Evidence shows that during this period of Judean 
occupation at Khirbet a-Ra’i, an intense fire destroyed the 
site. This too matches with the biblical account of Ziklag. 
While David and his men were on an expedition with 
Achish, the Amalekites “had made a raid upon the South, 

KING DAVID: More Evidence Unearthed
Another archaeological excavation has yielded further proof 
of Israel’s greatest-ever monarch. By Christopher Eames  

MENAHEM KAHANA/getty images

Professor Garfinkel examines 
artefacts found at the site of 

the biblical town of Ziklag.
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and upon Ziklag, and had smitten Ziklag, and burned 
it with fire,” taking the women and children captive 
(1 Samuel 30:1-2). Evidence of the Amalekites has been 
elusive to archaeologists. The conflagration in Khirbet 
a-Ra’i could be evidence of their marauding presence. 
The excavation team is still waiting on dating analysis to 
show exactly when this fiery destruction occurred, and 
thus if it precisely fits with the Amalekite attack.

The Important Point
In reaction to the press release from the site excavators 
and Israel Antiquities Authority, some debate has 
stirred among the archaeology 
community as to whether this 
is indeed biblical Ziklag.

Biblical minimalists such 
as Israel Finkelstein refuse to 
accept the biblical account, 
particularly of David’s reign, 
as accurate; they believe it is 
merely a collection of stories 
written long after the events 
they purport to record. Thus, 
they consider Ziklag ahistorical 

—w i th  K h i rb et  a- R a’ i  n ot 
fitting the period in which it is 
believed to have been written.

Leaving aside this theoret-
ical bias, the primary debate revolves around whether 
or not Khirbet a-Ra’i fits geographically with the biblical 
account. Ziklag was primarily assumed to have been 
located further south, given its original allotment to the 
tribe of Simeon (Joshua 19:1, 5). However, these biblical 
boundaries are still unclear, and Khirbet a-Ra’i cannot 
be discounted on this basis.

Until a sign is found saying “Ziklag Was Here,” the 
debate is sure to continue among academic circles. And 
the minimalists will fixate on any details that cast doubt 
on its being Ziklag in particular, as part of their larger 
effort to discredit the biblical account.

But this debate misses the larger, more important 
point. Whether or not this site is Ziklag of the Bible 
(and the evidence suggests that it is), Khirbet a-Ra’i is 
irrefutably another massive piece of evidence of David’s 
kingdom. It is another astounding discovery of a Judean-
occupied site, matching a growing number of others, 
dating squarely to the period of David’s rule.

The significance of this as a Davidic-era site 
goes far beyond the significance of whether or 
not it is Ziklag. The site is an exact match for material 
found at other early Israelite kingdom sites dating to 
David’s reign. And the fact that the material was sealed 
within an early burn layer allows a precise snapshot of 

specifically Davidic material. The geographic position of 
Khirbet a-Ra’i shows an expanded territory—Israelite 
territory branching out within what had been Philistine 
land—just as the biblical account describes during 
David’s reign.

And while the biblical account shows that Ziklag 
was originally gifted to David, what was to prevent 
the powerful, war-mongering Philistines from simply 
reclaiming the site? The fact that such a vulnerable rural 
Judean outpost could continue to exist on the Philistine 
border attests to there being a powerful monarch ruling 
from Judah who could oppose Philistine incursions. 

The Bible is clear who this 
10th-century b.c.e. ruler was. It 
was David.

Even with these and other 
d i s c ove r i e s  t e s t i f y i n g  t o 
the existence of both David 
and Solomon, the battle for 
historical truth still rages 
in academic circles in Israel. 
Unfortunately, the very heated 
and public debate about David 
and Solomon has tainted the 
public’s receptivity to past 
and future discoveries that 
have biblical significance. 
Because critics have impugned 

the biblical account, many assume that the Bible’s 
descriptions have been scientifically disproved, when 
in reality they have merely been academically contested.

Meanwhile, the discovery of literal, tangible 
evidence pushes back against those who discredit the 
history of the Bible.

The announcement of Ziklag’s discovery comes on 
the heels of research released just one week earlier 
proving the biblical origins of the Philistines. There 
had been much scholarly debate as to where the Bronze 
Age Philistines came from—perhaps somewhere in the 
Mediterranean, perhaps from Turkey. The Bible states 
that they were from “Caphtor,” which is believed to be 
the Greek island of Crete (Amos 9:7; Jeremiah 47:4). dna 
samples taken from a Philistine burial site at Ashkelon 
revealed that the 13th-century b.c.e. individuals were 
indeed from southern Europe, with the closest dna link 
being to Crete!

As time progresses, more and more biblical stories 
are being proved accurate through archaeological 
discoveries. Excavations at sites such as the City of 
David (Jerusalem), Tel ‘Eton, Khirbet Qeiyafa, Timna, 
Tel Dan and now Khirbet a-Ra’i are providing hard 
science that counters the skeptics’ assumptions 
regarding Israel’s greatest king.  n
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S ir Winston S. Churchill once said, “A nation 
that forgets its past has no future.” By Churchill’s 
reckoning, Israel is in danger. Perhaps this seems 

a little extreme, but let me explain. 
To Jews and Christians, Israel’s ancient history is 

the richest in the world. And the primary chronicle 
of this history, culture and tradition is the Hebrew 
Bible. The Bible forms the basis of Western civilization, 
and in some form or other is a foundational religious 
document for over 4 billion people around the world. 
Even in this age of intense secularism, the Bible remains 
the most sold, most owned, most translated, most 
revered book in human history.

Many Israelis see and understand the centrality 
of the Bible very well. But in the upper echelons of 
academia—among many of those entrusted to teach and 
pass on this ancient history to future generations—the 
Scriptures are viewed with cynicism and even palpable 
disdain. Among the “enlightened,” the Bible is now 
deeply unfashionable. Of course, modern scholarship 

finds anything religious in nature automatically 
disdainful. It loathes with religious fervor what it 
cannot understand: Anything with a whiff of divinity, 
the miraculous, or the supernatural is anathema. So 
the Bible is, in principle, flatly dismissed as a serious 
teaching tool and scientific aid. 

Archaeologist Scott Stripling, director of excavations 
in Tel Shiloh and provost at The Bible Seminary in 
Texas, alluded to this anti-Bible bias in academia in a 
June 2019 interview with Eve Harrow. In the interview, 
Stripling explained that “much of Israeli archaeology 
has become totally secular.” 

Stripling recalled a lecture he delivered some years 
ago at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in which he 
discussed the Bible and archaeology. He was speaking 
to Ph.D. students, all of whom “loved what I was talking 
about.” Following the lecture, the students told Stripling 
that he was the “first [lecturer] all year to use the Bible.” 

While Dr. Stripling praised the work of Hebrew 
University, he also said that it was “sad” and “tragic” to 

Archaeologists are rejecting the Bible, even as more 
and more evidence surfaces proving the biblical record true. 

THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF  
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

By christopher Eames

oria tadmor  / copyright eilat mazar, watch jerusalem (3)
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see that the Bible was no longer being consulted or 
featured in its archaeological program. “It is tragic, to 
have that level of anti-biblical bias,” he said. Stripling said 
that while not everyone in the community had this anti-
Bible view, it was still a “general trend” at the institutions. 

When it comes to archaeology, Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem is easily Israel’s most “conservative” 
university. The university was once the world’s leading 
establishment for biblical archaeology. The late 
Prof. Benjamin Mazar, a former Hebrew University 
president, is known worldwide as the “dean of biblical 
archaeologists.” Now, however, anti-Bible sentiment 
is even more virulent across virtually all of Israel’s 
institutions of higher learning. 

But why does all this matter? What does the Hebrew 
Bible, an antiquated religious document, have to do 
with science? Doesn’t the term “biblical archaeology” 
itself carry an unscientific, preconceived bias? What is 
biblical archaeology, and is it really that important to 
the Jewish state today? 

Countering the ‘Enlightening’
Even the definition of “biblical archaeology” is 
somewhat vague. To some, it is simply the excavation 
of a site or material within Israel, dating to a biblical 
time period. More properly, biblical archaeology is the 
practice of archaeology in consultation with the Bible. 
This might include selecting a site based on the biblical 
record, or interpreting discoveries in the context of 
biblical information. Today in Israel, the former method 
is typically espoused—“biblical” archaeology, only in 
the sense of a biblical setting and dating. This, of course, 
is a far cry from what biblical archaeology once was, and 
what it was designed to be.

Biblical archaeology primarily began as a field of 
study in the 19th century. The Bible at that time was 
still a widely respected book, even among scholarly 
circles. At the start of the century, the assumption of 
biblical accuracy was actually taken for granted by a 
great number of Western academics. But as the century 
progressed, ideas in academia began changing. One of 
the key areas was the study of origins—in particular, 
the development of the theory of evolution. 

The landmark moment came in 1859, when Charles 
R. Darwin published On the Origin of Species. This and 
other evolutionary research highlighted a divide in 
the scholarly community. Before long, there were two 
general camps: those who continued to respect the 
authenticity and usefulness of the biblical account to 
some degree or other, and those who considered the 
Hebrew Bible as fable and a hindrance to the purely 
secular method of science based solely on human 
reason.

This growing divide was one of the chief reasons for 
the establishment of the Palestine Exploration Fund, 
founded in London in 1865. The debate “accelerated a 
demand for scientific reaffirmation of the authority of 
the Bible,” wrote p. r. s. Moorey in A Century of Biblical 
Archaeology. “The Palestine Exploration Fund was not 
a religious society, though inevitably created under the 
patronage of the established Church of England. It was 
intended to provide ‘for the accurate and systematic 
investigation of the archaeology, topography, geology 
and physical geography, natural history, manners 
and customs of the Holy Land, for biblical illustration’” 
(emphasis added throughout).

The Palestine Exploration Fund became the 
preeminent British organization for conducting 
scientific excavations and surveys of the Holy Land 
(and currently remains the world’s oldest institution for 
such research, though it is now a much more low-profile 
organization). The fund’s creators stressed from the 
start that the organization was not to be a religious 
one. At its first meeting, Archbishop of York William 
Thomson stated: “[O]ur object is strictly an inductive 
inquiry. We are not to be a religious society; we are not 
about to launch controversy; we are about to apply 
the rules of science, which are so well understood by 
us in our branches, to an investigation into the facts 
concerning the Holy Land.”

This was the genesis of biblical archaeology. And 
notice, it was a compliment to science. Archbishop 
Thomson continued to explain the reason for the fund’s 
creation: “No country should be of so much interest to 
us as that in which the documents of our faith were 
written, and the momentous events they describe 
enacted. At the same time no country more urgently 
requires illustration …. Even to a casual traveler in the 
Holy Land the Bible becomes, in its form, and therefore 
to some extent in its substance, a new book. Much 
would be gained by … bringing to light the remains of so 
many races and generations which must lie concealed 
under the accumulation of rubbish and ruins on which 
those villages stand.”

The 19th-century British public (and the Western 
world in general) held dear the history and teachings of 
the Scriptures. Yet they were thousands of years—and 

It is common today to 
hear respected scholars 
totally dismiss the Bible 

as a historical source.
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thousands of miles—removed from the places and 
events described in the Bible. As such, scientific 
expeditions were to be carried out in order to see just 
what kind of historical corroboration and illustration 
could be found for the biblical stories. 

Early pioneers associated with the efforts included 
such influential figures as Sir Charles Warren, Sir 
William Flinders Petrie, r. a. s. Macalister, Sir Leonard 
Woolley and t. e. Lawrence “of Arabia.” 

Mistakes, Solutions
One of the early issues that led to criticism of biblical 
archaeology revolved around the fact that the field 
of archaeology itself was still in its infancy. Proper 
archaeological techniques and standards had not yet 

been properly established, and the dating of artifacts 
was at best uncertain. Naturally, mistakes were made, 
finds were misdated, and sites were sometimes 
mislabeled. It wasn’t unusual for archaeologists to 
deliver conflicting conclusions (something we are 
familiar with even in the 21st century). Although the 
teething issues afflicted archaeological sites all over 
the world, the fact that mistakes were being made in 
the Holy Land provided additional ammunition for the 
skeptics. Finds that had been mislabeled, misdated, 
or not fully understood began to be interpreted as 
evidence against the biblical account.

These sorts of errors were made both before and 
after the establishment of the Palestinian Exploration 
Fund. Actually, one of the primary aims of the 
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Palestinian Exploration Fund (pef)  was to provide an 
umbrella organization under which archaeological 
excavations could be standardized and controlled in 
order to prevent such mistakes and conflicting reports. 

Over time, and especially during the 20th century, 
archaeological methods in the Holy Land developed in 
leaps and bounds. In fact, archaeology in Israel began 
to set the standard for excavations taking place around 
the world. This was thanks in large part to the biblical 
archaeologists of the pef—archaeologists such as Petrie 
(the “father of Palestinian archaeology”), who pioneered 
the excavation of Tels and dating by pottery, and Kenyon, 
with the grid/balk method of excavating (known as the 

“Wheeler-Kenyon method”), which allowed stratified 
layers to be readily seen and understood in their context.

As technology and experience developed, many 
of the original mistakes were corrected; many of the 
mislabeled items were refit into their proper historical 
and biblical settings. Today, archaeology is a refined 
science. Archaeologists have at their disposal several 
proven techniques for accurate dating as well as precise 
excavation methods. Technology has provided all sorts 
of new procedures and practices, from wet-sifting to 
noninvasive scanning techniques. 

Faith Lost
But while the science has progressed, there has been 
no such corresponding progression of confidence in 
the biblical account. Instead of combining the new 
techniques and technology with the biblical record, 
the general archaeological community has grown 
increasingly secular. 

The great paradox of it all is that even as the field has 
become more anti-Bible, archaeologists have over the 
last century uncovered literally thousands of biblically 
related discoveries. Ironically, as time progresses, more 
and more artifacts are being found corroborating 
biblical history and actually contravening Darwinism 
and other long-held evolutionary views. Watch 
Jerusalem will be exploring many of these incredible 
finds in detail in future issues. 

Today the sad reality is that 150 years of secular 
evolutionary theory and theological renunciation has 
resulted in the widespread and institutionalized rebuke 
of the Bible, even as a historical source. Sadly, this is 
the typical state of mind of many archaeologists—even 

“biblical” archaeologists—in Israel and the rest of 
the world. There is, of course, a spectrum. Some 
archaeologists are open to consultation with the biblical 
record. A rare few consider it a credible source. Most, 
however, are to some degree hostile.

A Scholarly View
Due to this innate prejudice, many scholars today—even 
many biblical scholars and archaeologists—spend their 
careers attempting to disprove the Bible. It is common 
to hear respected scholars totally dismiss the Bible as 
a historical source. Consider, for example, this remark 
from biblical scholar Niels Peter Lemche: “We know that 
the Old Testament scarcely contains historical sources 
about Israel’s past …. [It] is simply an invented history 
with only a few referents [sic] to things that really 
happened or existed.” 

Remarks like this are destructive. People naturally 
look to, respect and believe the “experts.” Most people 
do not have either the time or the specialist education 
to understand many of the complex excavation reports 
or dry academic papers—so they naturally rely on 
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and historical geography.” Mazar was both president of 
Hebrew University and professor of Biblical History and 
Archaeology, and he was largely responsible for Hebrew 
University becoming the world leader in the field of 
biblical archaeology. 

Prof. Benjamin Mazar remains one of Israel’s most 
famous and well-respected archaeologists. And while 
his pioneering work in biblical archaeology has today 

become unfashionable, one archaeologist in particular 
holds fast to his legacy—his granddaughter, Dr. Eilat 
Mazar. Like her grandfather, Dr. Mazar deeply values 
both the scientific method and the Hebrew Bible. Dr. 
Mazar has said, multiple times, “I work with the Bible in 
one hand and the tools of excavation in the other, and I 
try to consider everything.”

The fruits of her approach speak for themselves. 
Dr. Mazar is responsible for some of the greatest 
archaeological discoveries made in Israel, including 
the palace of King David, a gigantic Solomonic-era 
gatehouse and tower, an enormous Solomonic wall, 
and a portion of Nehemiah’s wall. There have also been 
many smaller finds, such as the personal seal stamps 
(bullae) of King Hezekiah and Isaiah the prophet; 
bullae belonging to the two biblical princes and 
enemies of Jeremiah, Jehucal and Gedaliah; the oldest 
piece of writing ever found in Jerusalem; the earliest 
alphabetical inscription found in Jerusalem (and 
possibly in all Israel); the largest vessels ever discovered 
in Jerusalem; possibly the largest Year 4 Revolt coin 
hoard ever discovered; and one of the three largest gold 
hoards ever discovered in Israel. (Watch Jerusalem will 
feature articles on all these finds in future issues.)

Mazar is an anomaly in Israel’s archaeological 
community, and a lightning rod for debate. Despite her 
staunch commitment to the scientific method and strict 

scholarly interpretation. Most people are not aware that 
there is often prodigious disagreement among these 
scholars, or that they have a tangible anti-Bible bias. 
(It goes without saying that Lemche’s remark is utterly 
contrary to archaeological evidence.)

In bc: The Archaeology of the Bible Lands, Magnus 
Magnusson wrote the following about the purpose of 
biblical archaeology: “The scene of scholarly debate 
has long been curtained off from the general public, 
with the excuse that the layman cannot understand. 
One may believe, as I do, that the specialist has 
underestimated his wider public, or has found himself 
incapable of presenting involved arguments to a 
general audience.”

This observation by Magnusson gets to the heart 
of why the field of biblical archaeology was originally 
established: to benefit the general public. 

Actually, in the early 20th century, the Palestine 
Exploration Fund confronted—and rectified—the issue 
of inwardly focused, elitist scholarship. The organization 
in the early 1900s was being criticized for becoming too 
dry and too academic. It had gotten out of touch with the 
general public and had become intellectually arrogant and 
self-serving. The charge was that “however interesting 
the researches of the society may be to geographers 
and anthropologists, the plain Bible student, who is 
not concerned with abstract science, derives little or 
no benefit from them; and they do not help him to an 
explanation of any difficulties that may meet him in his 
reading.” 

Robert Macalister, an Irish-born archaeologist and 
the director of excavations for the pef from 1901–1909, 
took this critique to heart and subsequently published 
a popular account of his excavations. He also published 
interesting, readable seasonal reports for the general 
public. 

The Mazar Touch
While Macalister was producing his pef reports, a child 
was born in Poland who would grow up to be a founding 
father of Israeli archaeology, as well as the affectionately 
termed “dean of biblical archaeologists." His name was 
Benjamin Maisler (he changed his surname to Mazar 
after he immigrated to Mandatory Palestine in 1929). 
In 1949, less than one year after Israel became a nation, 
Mazar was granted Israel’s first excavation license. 

Benjamin Mazar was best known for his archaeological 
method. According to his nephew Amihai Mazar 
(another eminent archaeologist), Professor Mazar’s 

“main contribution was the synthesis of biblical and 
archaeological research …. He laid the foundations 
for integrative research that combined the study of 
archaeology, the Bible, ancient Near Eastern sources 

watch jerusalem 
watch jerusalem 

Dr. Eilat Mazar speaking 
at an excavation site
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adherence to proper archaeological practices, Dr. Mazar 
is often viewed with great cynicism. Why? 

H e r s h e l  S h a n k s ,  fo r m e r  e d i to r  o f  Bib l ic al 
Archaeology Review magazine, explained: “No one 
would question her professional competence as an 
archaeologist. Her chief sin, however, is that she is 
interested in what archaeology can tell us about the Bible 

… making a reasonable judgment about archaeological 

evidence as it relates to the Bible. In some scholarly 
circles this is considered unscholarly. If the judgment 
she made related to something other than the Bible, 
no one would give it a second thought. Only a finding 
related to the Bible brings such obloquy down on the 
head of a leading archaeologist.”

Like her grandfather before her,  Dr.  Mazar 
actually considers the biblical text when undertaking 
her archaeological work. Surprisingly, this makes 
h e r  u n i qu e  a m o n g  h e r  p e e r s  a n d  s o m e w h at 
controversial. Meanwhile, Mazar’s detractors simply 
cannot understand why, in the land of the Hebrew 
Bible, Dr. Mazar keeps making astounding, biblically 
significant discoveries. The answer is obvious: Dr. 
Mazar is willing to seriously consult the Bible.

The Bible, as most people realize, provides a 
historical account of ancient Israel. Doesn’t it make sense 
that someone wanting to understand this past would look 
in that text for guidance? 

Archaeologists and historians studying ancient 
Greece consult Herodotus and Homer. Archaeologists 
and historians studying ancient Egypt consult Manetho. 
Why wouldn’t an archaeologist or historian studying 
Israel consult the Hebrew Bible?

Instead of considering this ancient text, many 
scholars today overlook and ignore it. The tragic 
reality, as Moorey explained in A Century of Biblical 
Archaeology, is that in the “last 50 years [up to the 
1990 publication date], archaeologists … have come to 
regard biblical archaeology as a byword for prejudice 
and unscientific procedures. In this respect it has all 
too often been assessed rather more than is just …. 
There has been, as there will continue to be, good, bad 
and indifferent research and scholarship in biblical 
archaeology, as in any academic discipline; but it will 
remain unusually vulnerable to prejudice.”

The prejudice of academics certainly doesn’t affect 
the Hebrew Bible—a text that has remained fixed for 
over 2,000 years. It is instead the skeptics who have to 
keep moving the goalposts and adjusting their theories 
as more discoveries are made. Some downplay those 
discoveries where they can (such as the infamous Tel 
Dan inscription, containing inscriptional proof of King 
David)—all the while desperately holding out hope 
for the discovery of something, anything that might 
disprove the biblical account. It’s getting to the point 
that cynics are having to not only reject the Bible to 
hold on to many of their opinions—they’re also having 
to reject science.

'Behold Your God'
And so here we are now: 2019. Currently, nearly 
60 individuals from the Hebrew Bible have been 
independently proved through archaeology, including 
kings, pharaohs, princes, governors, officers and priests. 
Biblical archaeology has confirmed dozens of biblical 
cities, as well as the biblical events that happened within 
them. It has verified everything from biblical civilizations 
and major conflicts to minor skirmishes, cultural 
customs, dietary details, clothing items, architectural 
elements, and even common sayings.

The plethora of discoveries attests to the accuracy 
of the biblical text. How can we then turn around and 
neuter our archaeology of it? How can we afford to cast 
aside such treasured, important cultural history—to 
excise it from the classrooms, the excavation fields? Of 
course, the responsible archaeologist does not read into 
his finds any more than what is there and what is logical. 
As Dr. Mazar says, we must let the stones speak. 

And speak they do! “For the stone shall cry out of the 
wall …” (Habakkuk 2:11). Across Israel, the stones of 
archaeological excavations are crying out of the walls, 
in harmony with the biblical account—from Jerusalem 
to Samaria, Dan to Beersheba. And those stones carry a 
message that needs to be taken beyond mere academic 
circles. They show the plethora of facts behind a text 
that has been, for 2,000-plus years, simply faith for 
untold millions. Their message transcends the physical 
field of science and scholarship, doubts and endless 
questions, tedium and diffidence. 

The many “regular Joes,” the volunteers that work 
on excavations in the Holy Land, hear it. It is a sort of 
supernatural, spiritual message coursing through the 
earth, through the walls, through the artifacts. A message 
that the Prophet Isaiah encapsulated in Isaiah 40:9: “O thou 
that tellest good tidings to Zion, Get thee up into the high 
mountain; O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, 
Lift up thy voice with strength; Lift it up, be not afraid; Say 
unto the cities of Judah: 'Behold, your God!'" n

Instead of considering this 
ancient text, many scholars 
today overlook and ignore it.
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H erbert W. Armstrong had no political party, 
no royal office, no government commission. 
He possessed no personal fortune, nor was he 

backed by any state or corporate interest.
Yet he met personally with dozens of heads of state: 

prime ministers, presidents, kings, emperors, princes 
and princesses—and the list goes on. Leaders across the 
globe respected his message, extended him personal 
invitations, and collaborated with him. Several became 
his close friends. 

A prolific author, educator, philanthropist and 
minister, Mr. Armstrong traveled the world sharing his 
knowledge. Though he met with the greats of the world 
from Asia to Africa to Europe and beyond, his greatest 
affection was for one tiny, new country at the heart of 
the world. He loved Israel, and Israel loved him back.

As a devoted student and teacher of the Bible, Mr. 
Armstrong believed in the glorious future of Jerusalem. 
During one four-year period, he traveled to Jerusalem 
50 times.

A Warm Friend of Israel
The inspiring story of one man’s love for Israel

By brent nagtegaal
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The first official to welcome Mr. Armstrong into “a 
partnership with Israel” was Tourism Minister Moshe 
Kol. From that initial partnership at the Knesset in 
1968 to his death in 1986, Mr. Armstrong had personal 
meetings with President Zalman Shazar, Prime 
Minister Golda Meir, President Ephraim Katzir, Prime 
Minister Yitzak Rabin, Prime Minister Menachem Begin, 
President Yitzhak Navon, President Chaim Herzog and 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. Mr. Armstrong also 
formed a strong bond with the mayor of Jerusalem, 
Teddy Kollek. 

The Start of Something Special
Mr. Armstrong’s friendship with Israel began in 
1968 when he became interested in a major new 
archaeological project in Jerusalem. The dig was 
situated adjacent to the Western Wall, in territory 
gained during the Six-Day War. Prof. Benjamin Mazar, 
director of the Israel Exploration Society and former 
president of Hebrew University, had been commissioned 
to lead the excavation. When Mr. Armstrong saw for 
himself the scope of Professor Mazar’s excavation, he 
was seized with enthusiasm to support Mazar in the 
project. 

Before the year was finished, Mr. Armstrong was 
invited to meet with Professor Mazar and Israeli 
leaders in a private room of the Knesset. It was there 
that Moshe Kol proposed a “partnership with Israel,” 
which he called “an iron bridge that can never be 
broken” between Ambassador 
College and Hebrew University. Dr. 
Josef Aviram, dean of the College of 
Humanities at Hebrew University, 
also attended the meeting, along 
with other leaders, offering Mr. 
Armstrong and the Ambassador 
men such a warm welcome that 
Mr. Armstrong found it “inspiring, 
astonishing and most unusual.” 

Soon afterward,  Professor 
Mazar  an d Professor Aviram 
accepted Mr. Armstrong’s invi-
tation to visit the Ambassador 
College students in California and 
Texas. The archaeologists turned 
down three other major American 
universities seeking involvement in 
the project and offered Ambassador 
College a 50/50 joint participation.

The Stones of Jerusalem
Between 1968 and 1976, scores of 
Ambassador students excitedly 

packed up and flew to Israel to volunteer on the 
excavation, a massive site on the southern wall of the 
Temple Mount. In addition to supplying what was 
praised as the excavation’s most enthusiastic laborers, 
Ambassador College shouldered half of the cost of the 

“big dig.” This excavation yielded artifacts dating back to 
the First Temple period (during the time of the temple 
originally built by Israel’s King Solomon).

Professor Mazar and Mr. Armstrong had a strong 
bond, which came easily due to the fact that they 
shared similar traits. Both were straight-talking and 
uncompromising. Both were interested in taking the 
Bible and objectively proving the truth rather than 
skewing it to fit preconceived beliefs. 

After Mr. Armstrong’s death, Professor Mazar 
wrote, “During the years of our association with him, 
all of us developed the highest regard for his wonderful 
personality and qualities. His deep devotion to the 
ideals of peace and justice in the spirit of the biblical 
prophets was appreciated by his friends in Israel. His 
feeling for Israel and Jerusalem was manifested in his 
true interest in the archaeological excavations near the 
Temple Mount and in the City of David. His name will 
always be attached to this most important undertaking 
carried out in Jerusalem.”

Following Professor Mazar’s excavation, Mr. 
Armstrong continued to support archaeology in the 
City of David. From 1980 through the summer of 1985, 
he sent students and donations to support excavations 

GOLDA
MEIR
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there led by Yigal Shiloh. Dr. Shiloh graciously accepted 
the volunteer help, saying he would use Ambassador 
students exclusively on his archaeological projects 
if he could. The Ambassador International Cultural 
Foundation also contributed to an excavation at Tel 
Zeror in northern Israel. Mr. Armstrong’s support for 
archaeology spanned 18 years.

Reviving the Legacy
The excavations conducted by Hebrew University and 
Ambassador College finished in 1985. The following 
year, Herbert W. Armstrong died after more than 50 
years of active, vibrant, passionate years of service 
to the cause of peace and abundant living for all of 
mankind.

However, those whom Mr. Armstrong entrusted to 
continue this work rejected his legacy. The college was 
closed and the campuses sold. The humanitarian and 
cultural activities of the foundation ceased.

Yet some refused to let the work of Herbert W. 
Armstrong die. In 1989, another tiny new beginning 

took place when Gerald Flurry began working to keep 
Mr. Armstrong’s legacy and work alive.

The Armstrong International Cultural Foundation 
began in 1996 as the Philadelphia Foundation. 
Early that year, it took over a project the defunct 
A m b a s s a d o r  Fo u n d at i o n  h a d  a b a n d o n e d :  a 
collaboration with the Al-Hussein Society in Amman, 
Jordan, sending volunteers to work with physically 
and mentally handicapped children.

The foundation went on to support the Petra 
National Trust and Jerusalem’s Liberty Bell Park. And 
in 2006, a much greater door suddenly opened up.

During Benjamin Mazar’s excavations in the 
shadow of the Temple Mount, a young girl frequented 
the dig site, rubbing elbows with archaeologists, 
spending time with the Ambassador students, and 
taking a keen interest in the work. Her name was 
Eilat.

In 1986, digging again commenced near the Temple 
Mount. This time it was Eilat Mazar, the professor’s 
granddaughter, who was heading the project. The 

BENJAMIN 
MAZAR Mr. Armstrong’s friendship with Israel began in 

1968 when he became interested in a major new 
archaeological project in Jerusalem.

Herbert W. Armstrong and 
Prof. Benjamin Mazar survey 

the Temple Mount dig.
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younger Mazar focused on the First Temple period at 
the eastern part of the site. 

In August 2005, shortly after commencing digging 
in the City of David, Dr. Eilat Mazar announced that 
she and her team had discovered the remains of a 
large public building that dates to the 10th century 
b.c.e. Mazar believes that the evidence indicates this 
structure was none other than the palace of King David.

When Gerald Flurry read about Dr. Mazar’s 
spectacular discovery, he recalled the history between 
Eilat’s grandfather and Mr. Armstrong. He instructed 
his son to make contact with Dr. Mazar and enquire 
about rekindling the relationship.  

Dr. Mazar had many fond memories of the close 
relationship between her grandfather and Mr. 
Armstrong. “Without the support of Mr. Armstrong 
and the Ambassadors, the Temple Mount excavations 
would have never become, as it did, the most important 
and largest excavations in Israel at that time,” she 
said. Dr. Mazar easily recognized the Armstrong 
foundation’s roots, and was thrilled to continue the 

tradition, remarking that she was “excited to have the 
Ambassadors back with us.”

The Armstrong International Cultural Foundation 
and Herbert W. Armstrong College have participated in 
all of Dr. Mazar’s excavations in Jerusalem since 2006, 
and have had the pleasure of helping her make a string 
of remarkable discoveries.

In addition, from 2012–2019, the foundation hosted 
acclaimed archaeological exhibits 
at its headquarters in Edmond, 
featuring biblical seal impressions 
from the time of Jeremiah, as well 
as the seal impressions of King 
Hezekiah and Isaiah of Judah—all 
found during Dr. Mazar’s excavations.

Today, Watch Jerusalem is thrilled 
to continue the legacy of Herbert W. 
Armstrong—an unofficial ambassador 
for world peace, a great educator, a 
close acquaintance of world leaders, 
and a warm friend of Israel. n

Request Our 
Free Booklet

Dr. Mazar easily recognized the Armstrong foundation’s 
roots, and was thrilled to continue the tradition, remarking 

that she was “excited to have the Ambassadors back with us.”

Gerald Flurry and 
Dr. Eilat Mazar discuss 

future projects.
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maintains a fleet of attack helicopters, transport and 
reconnaissance aircraft, and owns the world’s second-
largest inventory of precision-guided munitions. Israel 
could launch 1,600 to 1,850 sorties per day, the highest 
rate of any nation in the world.

Israel’s navy is small, yet highly capable. Operating 
in both the Mediterranean and Red seas, it operates 
three advanced Sa’ar 5 corvettes (warships), eight 
Sa’ar 4.5-class missile boats and six German-built 
submarines, some of which are believed to bear Popeye 
Turbo cruise missiles that can deliver conventional and 
nuclear warheads. 

Where Israel really stands above other nations is 
air defense. The nation possesses the world’s most 
sophisticated ground-based, integrated air defense 
system. This multitiered missile defense system can 
intercept long-range ballistic and nuclear missiles, 
cruise missiles and short-range missiles, as well as 
rockets, aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles.

Strategically positioned throughout the nation, 
Iron Dome batteries routinely shoot down short-range 
missiles fired from Gaza and Lebanon. David’s Sling is 
designed to intercept enemy planes, drones, tactical 
ballistic missiles, cruise missiles and rockets from 
medium range. Arrow 2 and Arrow 3 enable Israel to 
intercept enemy missiles fired from long-distance. 
Arrow 3 became operational in January 2017 and has a 
flight range up to 1,500 miles. It can destroy an enemy 
missile above Earth’s atmosphere, enabling Israel to 
neutralize nuclear-armed missiles.

This is extraordinary; Israel is only marginally 
larger than New Jersey!

This air defense system gives Israel the freedom and 
confidence to plan and engage in offensive warfare. 
The idf can project power throughout the region 
knowing that enemy retaliatory strikes will be met by 
sophisticated safeguards. 

Much of Israel’s air defense system was developed 
and installed in the last 10 years, under Netanyahu’s 
attentive leadership. This is no coincidence. Like many 
of Israel’s leaders, Bibi has a distinguished military 
career. He was an officer in the elite Sayeret Matkal 
unit. He has engaged in hand-to-hand combat with 
terrorists. His brother, Yoni, was killed in the famed 
Entebbe operation in 1976 and is a national hero. 

Bibi is acutely aware of the existential threats Israel 
faces. His overriding focus has always been national 
security. In his book A Place Among the Nations, published 
in 1991, he warned that Iran was a threat and urged utmost 
caution in peace negotiations with Palestinian leaders. 
More than any other issue, Netanyahu has concentrated on 
strengthening the military to ensure that Israel is capable 
of defending itself. 

From the moment he became prime minister in 
1999, Netanyahu has maintained a laser focus on Iran. 
In an interview with Israel Hayom in July, he noted how 
underprepared Israel was in 1996 for conflict with Iran. 

“The first time I was elected prime minister, I saw that 
the matter still hadn’t sunk in. We weren’t in complete 
agreement, to say the least. We were busy with the 
Palestinians. … [O]ur systems weren’t calibrated for a 
confrontation. Not in terms of diplomacy, not in terms 
of intelligence, not in terms of the military. There was 
a need to turn the ship around” (July 21).

Netanyahu turned the ship around and now wants to 
keep Israel locked on course. He is drafting a national 
security paper to codify Israel’s military strategy, the 
first official documentation of security doctrine since 
the nation’s first prime minister, David Ben Gurion, 
did it in 1953. Several attempts have been made since, 
but previous prime ministers have all come up short. 
Benjamin Netanyahu appears determined to finally 
accomplish it. 

Earlier this year, the Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies released a memo giving insight into 
Israel’s new security strategy. Written by Jonathan 
Schanzer and Brig. Gen. Jacob Nagel, a former national 
security adviser to Netanyahu, this memo parses recent 
speeches and other sources. It describes how much 
personal interest the prime minister has taken in this 
updated strategy. “Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
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personally wrote the document, with the assistance of 
his top advisers and close staff,” it says. 

Schanzer and Nagel say the prime minister’s 
new strategy will send a “clear message to the world 
about the way Israel plans to respond to strategic and 
existential threats, as well as large-scale terror attacks.” 
It will “likely serve as official Israeli policy for years to 
come.”

Uzziah and Jeroboam II
One of the most compelling pieces of evidence 
indicating that Judah’s ancient resurgence was a type, or 
forerunner, of Israel’s present success revolves around 
Judah’s connection to its northern neighbor.

Anciently, the northern kingdom of Israel experienced 
a national resurgence at the same time as Judah. The 
northern kingdom of Israel formed in the 10th century 
b.c.e., when 10 of the tribes of Israel split from the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin following the death of King 
Solomon (see map). Israel was dominated by Ephraim 
and Manasseh—the two largest tribes, and those on 
which God’s promise of national greatness, originally 
made to Abraham, had been conferred (Genesis 48). 

The modern descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh 
are Britain and America. When Bible prophecy refers 
to Israel, it is referring to these two nations. (The reader 
can prove this thoroughly by reading our free book The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy, by Herbert W. 
Armstrong.) 

During the first half of the eighth century b.c.e., the 
northern kingdom was led by King Jeroboam ii. Like 
his counterpart in Judah, Jeroboam oversaw a period 
of tremendous affluence and power. Territorially, 
Jeroboam ii secured Israel and even expanded its 
northern border as far north as Hamath (see map). 
Israel’s resurgence is recorded in 2 Kings 14. 

It is important to note the ultimate source of the 
simultaneous national success of these kingdoms. 
Regarding Israel during Jeroboam’s reign, the Bible 
records: “And the Lord said not that He would blot out the 
name of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them 
by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash” (verse 27). 

Regarding Judah under Uzziah, the Bible records: 
“And he set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, 
who had understanding in the visions of God; and 
as long as he sought the Lord, God  made  him  to 
prosper” (2 Chronicles 26:5). 

So the Bible relates two crucial details about the 
resurgences in Israel and Judah. First, they occurred 
at exactly the same time. Second, though Jeroboam ii 
and Uzziah were extraordinary leaders, the ultimate 
source of their success was God. He sponsored the 
revitalization in both Israel and Judah. 

How does this history connect to today?
For more than two years, Watch Jerusalem editor in 

chief Gerald Flurry has explained that U.S. President 
Donald Trump is an end-time type of Jeroboam ii. 
This conclusion is based on an end-time prophecy in 
Amos 7 that specifically forecasts the emergence in 
Israel (modern-day America and Britain) of a modern 
Jeroboam. “God is telling us we have now entered the 
time frame of Amos chapter 7,” Mr. Flurry writes in his 
booklet Great Again. 

This prophecy has been dramatically fulfilled! 
Like his ancient predecessor, President Trump has 
presided over a stunning national resurgence. The U.S. 
economy is booming and its liberal-minded and lawless 

“deep state” is being exposed and confronted. Trump 
is readily challenging America’s competitors, such as 
China. Friends and foes alike are once again being made 
to respect u.s. power. The uk appears to be having a 
similar experience under Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

But what about the State of Israel, the end-time 
descendant of Judah? 

Anciently, the northern kingdom of Israel was 
much larger than Judah and was strategically situated 
between Judah and the aggressive powers of Assyria 
and Babylon. Israel’s resurgence under King Jeroboam 
enabled national Judah’s resurgence under King 
Uzziah. “It seems most likely that good relations between 
Israel and Judah were restored during the reigns of 
Jeroboam ii and Uzziah. The two sister kingdoms were 
the strongest powers in Palestine and Syria during that 
period, and together they ruled an area about as great 
as the kingdom of David” (The Land of the Bible). For 
two powerful kingdoms to coexist side by side like that 
would require some kind of alliance or cooperation.

There is a parallel here with the relationship between 
Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu. America and 
its president are a significant contributor to Israel’s 
success, as well as its confidence and optimism. At a 
time when anti-Semitism is growing globally and Israel 
is increasingly maligned and isolated in the international 
community, the support of America’s president has 

“There will be no modern 
Masada. There is no Fortress 
Israel. The most powerful nation 
on Earth is by Israel’s side”
~ Shmuley Boteach



been indispensable. No other nation or world 
leader has even come close to supporting Israel as 
enthusiastically as America and Donald Trump. 

Caroline Glick called Mr. Trump “the most pro-Israel 
president in U.S. history.” In April, Shmuley Boteach, 
a popular American rabbi, described the sentiment 
many Jews have toward Donald Trump. “Hearing the 
most powerful man on Earth acknowledge the rise 
of Jew-hatred all over the globe, and his declaration 
of war against it, helped to greatly assuage Jewish 
feeling of isolation and abandonment,” he wrote. “U.S. 
President Donald Trump told us that we’re not in this 
fight alone. There will be no modern Masada. There is no 
Fortress Israel. The most powerful nation on Earth 
is by Israel’s side” (Jerusalem Post, April 10).

Is Judah repeating history and experiencing a 
prophesied resurgence at exactly the same time as 
America and Britain? The facts and evidence answer 
with a compelling “Yes!”

What Comes Next?
This is the most important question of all. Anciently, 
almost immediately after Jeroboam ii died, the kingdom 
of Israel began to be invaded by the Assyrians. In 
745 b.c.e., Tiglath-Pileser iii gained control of Assyria and 
quickly turned it into a terrifying superpower. Within 
a decade, Pileser had invaded the northern kingdom, 
killed thousands, and enslaved tens of thousands more. 
By 718 b.c.e, Israel had been conquered entirely. 

What happened to Judah?
First, notice what the Bible says about King Uzziah: 

“But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up so 
that he did corruptly, and he trespassed against 
the Lord his God; for he went into the temple of the 
Lord to burn incense upon the altar of incense” (2 
Chronicles 26:16). King Uzziah mistakenly considered 
himself the architect of Judah’s successes. He became 
overconfident and proud. He forgot that he had been 

“marvelously helped” by God. 
Nearing the end of his reign, Judah’s king entered 

the temple and began to perform tasks exclusive 
to the priesthood. He became 
corrupt and began to consider 
himself  to  be above the law. 

The priests warned him, but the king rejected their 
admonitions. God severely chastened him. “And 
Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a house set apart, being a leper; for he 
was cut off from the house of the Lord; and Jotham 
his son was over the king’s house, judging the people 
of the land” (verse 21). 

King Uzziah’s ignominious end contains a powerful 
lesson: We must obey God and always give Him the 
credit for success! 

The kingdom of Judah never recovered the wealth 
and power it had during Uzziah’s reign. Following his 
death, the nation entered a period of turbulence that 
culminated in its invasion by the Babylonians. Judah met 
its end in 585 b.c.e., when Jerusalem was razed and the 
last remaining Jews were taken captive back to Babylon. 

This history holds powerful and inspiring lessons for 
the people of biblical Israel and Judah today! 

Anciently, the prophets Isaiah, Amos, Hosea and 
Jonah all served during the resurgences in Israel and 
Judah. These prophets delivered powerful warnings 
to kings Jeroboam ii and Uzziah. We can read these 
warnings in the writings of these prophets. And just 
as those ancient events have parallels with today, so do 
these prophetic warnings! These books are filled with 
awesome prophecies that describe events that will 
precede the coming of the Messiah!

The history of Israel and Judah, including the 
accounts of Jeroboam ii and Uzziah, is also recorded 
in the former prophets, which consist of the books of 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. Many think these 
books contain only history. If this is true, why are they 
called prophets? “There is a special message in all the 
former prophets” writes Mr. Flurry in his book The 
Former Prophets. “They are mostly about history, but 
they are called former prophets for a reason. The word 
former simply means that they are the earlier prophets. 
These books were written by prophets and are filled 
with end-time prophecy.”

There is prophetic duality all through the Hebrew 
Bible. The history of ancient Israel and Judah contains 
numerous crucial end-time prophecies. These 
wonderful books are incredibly relevant for 
our time!

Isaiah’s End-Time Vision
Isaiah has a powerful vision for the nations of Israel—and even the 
whole world. You won’t find a more inspiring, far-reaching vision in all 
the Bible. At last there will be peace in Jerusalem and in the universe. 
To learn more, request your free copy of Isaiah’s End-Time Vision.



Israel should put their [confidence] in God!
Grace Leah Sarai  JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

The site is very close to my house. Our 
town is named for it. We are grateful for 
these latest discoveries. 
Chaya Goldberg HAZOR, ISRAEL

The enemy of my enemy is my friend. It’s 
complex and complicated relationships in 
the Middle East.
Franicis Larwar TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

The flag of Israel is emblazoned 
with the shield of David 
symbolizing the Almighty’s 
protection of His people—if we 
deserve it. May we merit the 
coming of the final redemption 
speedily in our time and bring 
us peace.
Marlene Goldberg JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
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Israel today is thriving and the nation 
is strong, confident and secure. But the 
seeds of Judah’s downfall are evident. 
Look at the level of vitriol and dysfunction in 
Israel’s political system. Dramatic changes 
are underway morally and culturally. Many 
celebrate the shift away from tradition and 
convention, but it conflicts with God’s law. 
Israel right now is relishing the benefits 
of its national resurgence, but the success 
comes with a cost morally and socially, 
culturally and politically.

More than ever, Israelis need to look 
to their history. Remember the example 
of King Uzziah. “And [King Uzziah] did 
that, which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, according to all that his father 
Amaziah had done. And he set himself 
to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who 
had understanding in the vision of God; 
and as long as he sought the Lord, God 
made him to prosper” (2 Chronicles 26:4-
5). When Uzziah remembered God, God 
blessed the king and his people. The trials 
and tribulations began when Uzziah and 
Judah forgot God. 

God will bless and prosper the nation—
and the individual—that strives to obey 
Him. 

The Prophet Isaiah also delivered 
a warning to King Uzziah and Judah 
(Isaiah 1:1). This book also contains 
n u m e r o u s  e n d - t i m e  p r o p h e c i e s , 
including the awesome admonition in 
Isaiah 40:9: “O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Zion, Get thee up into the high 
mountain; O thou that tellest good tidings 
to Jerusalem, Lift up thy voice with 
strength; Lift it up, be not afraid; Say 
unto the cities of Judah: ‘Behold your 
God!’”

Amid the prosperity of today, and 
the trials and suffering prophesied to 
come soon upon Israel and Judah, God 
has one all-important message that He 
wants delivered to His people: “Behold 
your God!” Learning this humbling 
lesson is crucial for Israel and Judah 
to ensure that the next resurgence 
isn’t temporary. If we learn to obey and 
fear God, He will happily bless us for 
eternity. n
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We'd love to 
hear from you!
See the next page for our contact information  
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What happened to 
King David’s throne?
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Did the lineage end with King Zedekiah, or did it continue?

Request our free book:  
The United States and Britain in Prophecy

Zedekiah's Sons Are Slaughtered Before 
His Eyes, by Gustave Doré   (IVAN-96/ISTOCK)


