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How Iran Will 
Be Conquered

I n the past year, Iran has grown more openly 
aggressive. Among many other hostile acts, it 
has attacked Saudi oil infrastructure with cruise 

missiles and attack drones, damaged oil tankers with 
sea mines, shot down a United States drone, and 
captured a British oil tanker. It has also become more 
blatant in its pursuit of nuclear weapons.

Iran is the world’s number one terrorist-sponsoring 
nation. Its leaders have been destabilizing nations 
across the Middle East for 40 years now. It is a serious 
threat to the Jewish state and a danger to the world.

Where is Iranian belligerence leading? It is clear that 
Tehran’s behavior will not be stopped except by force. 
But who, exactly, will be willing to tackle this nation? 
We can know. Prophecies in your Bible give a precise 
answer.

This may surprise you, but prophecies show Iran will 
never go to war against Israel or America. 

They do show that Iran will go to war—but its 
primary adversary is altogether different than most 
people, looking at today’s events, would expect.

Daniel’s Prophecy
For almost three decades, we have explained a prophecy 
in Daniel 11 that identifies an end-time power called 

“the king of the south.” This prophecy also talks about a 
“king of the north,” against which it will clash.

“And at the time of the end,” Daniel 11:40 begins. 
This is an end-time prophecy, and many indications 
show that now is that time.

from the editor |  By Gerald Flurry

cover: STR/AFP via Getty Images
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No nation fits the description of this “king of the 
south” like Iran. No nation has worked harder to anoint 
itself the “king” of all the most radical elements within 
that “south” region than Iran. Ever since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, Tehran has striven to become the Middle 
East’s dominant power. It has poured resources into 
armaments and armies, and installed and supported 
terrorist groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas 
in Gaza to surround Israel with implacable foes.

Iran has also labored hard to gain the ultimate 
leverage over its enemies by building a nuclear weapon.

America and Europe have attempted to prevent Iran 
from going nuclear through diplomacy and economic 
pressure. But after years of such efforts, Iran’s leaders 
remain as determined as ever to attain nuclear power. 
Despite promising not to build intercontinental ballistic 
missiles—which carry nuclear bombs—Iran built them 
anyway. It continues to enrich uranium and progress 
toward weapons-grade levels. It has repeatedly proved 
that it will not be stopped by negotiation.

After years of failed negotiations, many Western 
leaders now seem resigned to accept a nuclear Iran. 
This is a catastrophic mistake.

Dore Gold, former Israeli ambassador to the United 
Nations, said that a nuclear Iran can’t be deterred 
like the Soviet Union was during the Cold War: “[A]
nyone who says with confidence that the West can get 

Daniel 12:8-9 read, “And I heard, but I understood 
not; then said I: ‘O my Lord, what shall be the latter 
end of these things?’ And he said: ‘Go thy way, Daniel; 
for the words are shut up and sealed till the time of the 
end.’” Thousands of years ago, God told the Prophet 
Daniel not to bother trying to understand his own 
biblical book because it was “sealed till the time of 
the end.” This prophecy in the book of Daniel is only 
for the end time. That time is now—only in this 
dangerous age can we grasp the meaning of Daniel’s 
message! 

Back to Daniel 11:40: “And at the time of the end shall 
the king of the south push at him: and the king of the 
north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; 
and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow 
and pass over” (King James Version). This is describing 
a spectacular military clash between these two powers. 
It is a conflict that is about to shake our world—and 
trigger World War iii!

It is not difficult to prove the modern identities of 
these prophesied “kings.” To learn about the king of 
the south, read "Iran: King of the Middle East" by Brent 
Nagtegaal on page 12. (You can also request my booklet 
The King of the South—all of our literature is free.) To 
prove the identity of the king of the north, request 
Germany and the Holy Roman Empire.

This strategy 
revolves around the 
word whirlwind. A 
whirlwind swirls 
powerfully and 
surrounds what it 
destroys. For some 
years, Germany 
has been stealthily 
preparing to enact this 
devastating strategy.

CLASS 212A SUBMARINES
Three German submarines docked 
in Eckernforde, Germany

Carsten Rehder/picture alliance/via Getty Images
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used to nuclear Iran and rely on classic deterrence 
models has absolutely no idea what he is up against.” 
Why not? The Iranian belief system defies traditional 
calculations of national self-interest. Iran’s mullahs 
believe their savior—the 12th imam, or Mahdi—will 
return sooner if they cause more apocalyptic violence 
and chaos. 

This is what Iran’s nuclear program aims to 
accomplish: ushering in the Mahdi. 

How, then, can a nation like this be dealt with? 
Daniel 11:40 supplies the shocking answer.

A Devastating ‘Whirlwind’
Many Jewish prophets, including Isaiah and Habakkuk, 
prophesied of the rise of an end-time power that would 
play a central role in a cataclysmic final worldwide 
conflict. In Daniel 11:40, this power is referred to as “the 
king of the north.”

Daniel’s prophecy shows that it is this “king” 
that will neutralize the Iranian threat. It will not 
be through diplomacy, negotiation or economic 
sanctions. It will be through an overwhelming military 

“whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships”—or more accurately, their modern 
munitions equivalents—“and many countries shall 
be overthrown,” principally Iran and its allies! 
(verses 40-41).

This military empire from “the north” will come from 
Europe. Several other prophecies show that it will be a 
German-led European force.

This passage in Daniel is the key to understanding 
Iran’s pushy foreign policy and exactly where it will 
lead. Daniel’s prophecy describes a devastating German 
military attack. It also reveals the specific strategy 
Germany will use! 

This strategy revolves around the word whirlwind. A 
whirlwind, or tornado, swirls powerfully and surrounds 
what it destroys. According to Gesenius’ Hebrew-
Chaldee Lexicon, Daniel 11:40 means that the king of the 
north will sweep away the king of the south in a storm. 
Whirlwind can mean “to bristle with terror.”

While Iran is intently focused on crushing Israel, and 
even America if possible, leaders in Germany recognize 
the severity of the threat Iran poses, and for some years 
have been devising and stealthily preparing to enact 
this devastating strategy. Germany today, especially 
under Chancellor Angela Merkel, has many ties with 
Iran, particularly financially. But this doesn’t mean 
Germany and Iran are firm allies. In fact, it increases 
the opportunity for tension and conflict to enter the 
relationship, especially as Iran becomes even pushier. 

Few people realize this, but Germany already has 
Iran surrounded. Germany has a military presence in 
many nations that encompass Iran and its allies and 

A400M TRANSPORT FLEET
Luftwaffe military transport planes 
at the airbase in Wunstorf, Germany

LEOPARD 2 TANK
The main battle tank 
of the Bundeswehr
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proxies. Germany is present in some form in Libya, 
Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Yemen, Lebanon, Gaza 
and Syria. Germany is also active in Sudan and Iraq and 
has notable dealings with Mali, Algeria, South Sudan, 
Somalia, Djibouti, Turkey, Cyprus, Israel, Kosovo 
and Afghanistan (see map on page 14). Iran itself is 
surrounded by Germany, as are its allies by smaller 
German “whirlwinds.” A larger German “whirlwind” 
surrounds this entire group of nations! Iran is being 
outmaneuvered and, should a conflict break out, faces 
attack from every direction.

In 2013, Germany effectively conquered Cyprus, the 
crucial Mediterranean island nation, by securing the 
nation’s loyalty via financial bailout. Berlin is currently 
mulling establishing a far greater presence in Syria. 
Today hundreds of German soldiers are stationed in 
Turkey, and Germany has deployed two anti-aircraft 
missile batteries there. Aside from supporting all 
these deployments, this single nation at the heart of 
Europe has vaulted itself to become the fifth-largest 
arms exporter in the world. To Turkey alone it has 
sold 715 tanks, 687 armored personnel carriers, 300 
air-defense missile systems, 197 ground-survey radar 
units, 8 frigates, 2 support ships, and 15 submarines in 
the last two decades. 

All this will prove crucial when the moment comes 
for Germany to confront Iran!

We must watch Germany. This nation started 
World Wars i and ii and achieved formidable power 
during those wars. It would have won them almost 
singlehandedly if not for extraordinary resistance by a 
collection of mighty Allied powers. 

Today, Germany is far more powerful than most 
people believe. We have not learned from our history.

‘A Time of Trouble’
The prophecy in Daniel 11:40-45 transitions into the 
next chapter: “And at that time shall Michael stand 
up, the great prince who standeth for the children of 
thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even 
to that same time; and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book” (Daniel 12:1). The alarming events on the world 
stage right now are leading to this prophesied time of 
unprecedented trouble—World War iii!

At the end of World War ii, as a bloodied and exhausted 
world contemplated the lessons that war taught at such a 
frightful cost, the Allied leaders knew that radical steps 
had to be taken to prevent Germany from ever wreaking 
such devastation again. At the Yalta Conference, Winston 
Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin signed 
their names to a document that decisively declared: “It 

is our inflexible purpose to destroy German militarism 
and Nazism and to ensure that Germany will never again 
be able to disturb the peace of the world.” 

Yes, Germany has disturbed the peace of the world 
repeatedly. It has spearheaded most of the resurrections 
of the Holy Roman Empire over the last two millennia, 
which brought untold carnage. And it directly caused 
the two most destructive wars in human history.

How quickly we forget! 
Truly, Iran poses a dangerous threat today, though 

far too few people take it seriously enough. Most people 
are entirely consumed with distractions, whether 
entertainments or even the embarrassing political 
theater playing out in Israel, Britain and the United 
States. But virtually nobody recognizes the risk from 
Germany! That “inflexible purpose to destroy German 
militarism” was abandoned—and Germany is being 
encouraged to remilitarize!

Did you know that in 2000, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton was awarded the Charlemagne Prize for his 
aid to Germany, enabling the Germans to take absolute 
control over all of Europe? This was a tragic mistake, 
the result of unbelievably naive U.S. foreign policy. 
Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill never would 
have allowed it.

Even the late British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher could see how dangerous a united Germany 
was. In 1995, she said, “You have not anchored Germany 
to Europe; you have anchored Europe to a newly 
dominant, unified Germany. In the end, my friends, you 
will find it will not work!” How right she was!

Bible prophecy shows that Germany will lead 
a seventh and final resurrection of that medieval 
empire—until God strikes it down forever! 

“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate 
set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to 
the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days” 
(Daniel 12:11-12; kjv). We are almost to the point where 
we can count down the days until the coming of the 
Messiah! What a time that will be. Only He can stop 
the king of the north, the king of the south, and all 
other world powers that think they know more than 
Him.

“And they that are wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn the many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (verse 
3). What a promise: We really can shine like the stars 
forever! God is offering a select group of people today 
an opportunity to help the Messiah establish the rule 
of God on Earth. These loyal people will soon rule 
alongside God for all eternity!  n
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I t was supposed to be a simple salvage operation 
to repair a crumbling Hasmonean tower. But after 
Dr. Eilat Mazar and her team started excavating, 

they soon realized that this project would be far more. 
By the time they were done, they had made a sensational 
discovery. 

Situated in the City of David, at the upper northern 
end of the Stepped Stone Structure (map, page 6), the 
Northern Tower was a poorly constructed fortified 
structure. It had the remains of a mikveh (ritual 
purification bath) on top. The Northern Tower was 
largely unearthed in the 1920s. Until 2007, archaeologists, 
including Dr. Mazar, generally assumed the tower dated 
to the Hasmonean period (second century b.c.e.).

By 2007, the Northern Tower was in a perilous 
condition, at risk of collapse. The structure had clearly 
been built quickly in antiquity, with its stones loosely 
cobbled together. Most significantly, nearly a century 
of nearby archaeological digs had compromised its 
structural integrity. Without immediate intervention, 
the tower would collapse. Early that year, the Israel 

Antiquities Authority (iaa) attempted to carry out 
restoration work, yet the soundness of the tower 
continued to deteriorate. Thus, the iaa approved Dr. 
Mazar to lead a salvage excavation to repair the tower. 

The repair process was theoretically simple: Mazar 
and her team would dismantle the tower, carefully 
numbering each rock and noting its place in the wall. 
Then, using modern mortar, they would rebuild it. 
However, with an edifice this ancient, things are rarely 
simple. What transpired was an unexpected, intensive 
six-week excavation that ended in a radical re-dating 
of the Northern Tower—and the revival of some 
extraordinary biblical history. 

Persian Fingerprints
Dr. Mazar’s dismantling of the Northern Tower began 
in a straightforward manner. However, as the team got 
close to the bottom, it became clear that the foundation 
wasn’t sufficiently stable to support the tower’s 
reconstruction. After consulting with authorities and 
colleagues, Dr. Mazar began to excavate the strata 

Archaeology proves the famous biblical account of a desperate 
attempt to fortify the Holy City By Christopher Eames

DISCOVERED: Nehemiah’s Wall

Nehemiah's wall, as seen in 
the foreground, 
was constructed on 
top of an older wall.
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built at the same 
time as a straight 
section of wall atop 

the Stepped Stone 
Structure and that 

the tower and this 
section of wall were 

part of the same edifice.
Among the artifacts uncovered directly 

beneath the Northern Tower was a surprising 
discovery: two buried dogs. Studying the “epiphyseal 
closure” of the bones, as well as age-related wear, 
scientists determined that the dogs had died of old 
age. Comparing the finds with other excavations 
across Israel, Mazar noted that dog burials of this 
kind are characteristic of a specific historic setting: 
the Persian period. (The largest dog burial was 
found in Ashkelon; thousands of dogs were buried 
here,  with a peak number during the Persian 
period. It appears that the Persian faith held dogs 
to have a holy status, and linked them to health and 
medicine.)

N

NORTHERN  
TOWERCITY WALL

SOUTHERN 
 TOWER

under the tower to find 
a firm layer on which to 

rebuild. The material uncovered in 
this strata enabled a secure dating of the 
Northern Tower—and everyone was in for 
a surprise.

During the excavation it also became 
clear that the Northern Tower had been 

STEPPED STONE 
STRUCTURE

reese zoellner/watch Jerusalem

NEHEMIAH’S WALL
Highlighted below are the portions of wall identified 
as belonging to Nehemiah’s reconstruction efforts. 
The Northern Tower and related section of wall 
have been solidly dated to c. 450 b.c.e. The Southern 
Tower and wall were not able to be dated with 
the same certainty, but most likely make up the 
continuation of the same structure that framed the 
eastern perimeter of the city—Nehemiah’s wall.
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444 b.c.e., Nehemiah was granted permission to return 
to Judah and rebuild the dilapidated walls and gates 
of Jerusalem, which had been destroyed during the 
Babylonian invasions in the early sixth century. 

The book of Nehemiah shows that Judah at the time 
was surrounded by enemies and under constant threat 
of attack. Nehemiah and his crew worked with great 
urgency and astonishing speed. Nehemiah 6:15 says the 
wall was built in just “fifty and two days.” 

Studying Nehemiah’s account, Dr. Mazar noted 
that the construction of the Northern Tower and 
associated wall, which she had scientifically dated to 
circa 450 b.c.e., matched precisely with the biblical 
account. Not only did the dates match, so did the 
quality of construction. The tower and wall were not 
masterpieces of engineering. Their construction 
quality showed that they had been built hastily—just 
as Nehemiah recorded. 

Nehemiah 3 describes the wall’s construction in 
detail. It specifies various lengths of walls, towers and 
gates being rebuilt, along with names of the workmen. 
Comparing the section of wall Dr. Mazar discovered 
with the biblical description, one can even speculate 
as to the specific person who built it: Nehemiah, son of 
Azbuk (verses 15-16; this is a different Nehemiah from 
the book’s main figure). 

There is another interesting titbit regarding the 
wall. In Nehemiah 4:35, Tobiah the Ammonite, one of 

A large amount of pottery fragments were discovered 
under the dogs. These sherds dated unequivocally to the 
Persian period and supported the dating of the dogs to 
the late sixth and early fifth century b.c.e. 

Finally, the absence of certain material helped Dr. 
Mazar date the tower and associated wall. Yehud seal 
impressions are very common during Persian period 
Judah. Yehud was what Judah was called during Persian 
rule. During Yigal Shiloh’s excavations in the City of 
David in the 1980s, many Yehud bullae had been found, 
all of which dated to the second half of the fifth century 
b.c.e. or later. But here, in this almost five-foot-thick 
Persian layer beneath the Northern Tower, Dr. Mazar 
didn’t find a single one. That meant this material 
must have been in place before the middle of the fifth 
century b.c.e.

Using pottery typology and the dog burials, Dr. 
Mazar concluded that the Northern Tower and wall 
were constructed around 450 b.c.e. 

The Biblical Record
Though the discovery of the Persian wall and tower was 
unexpected, when considering the historical sources, it 
is entirely unsurprising. The Bible discusses just such a 
wall, at length and in great detail.

The biblical account of “Nehemiah’s wall” is well 
known. Nehemiah was a Jew in Persian captivity. He 
was the cupbearer to the Persian King Artaxerxes. In 

"Nehemiah views the ruins 
of Jerusalem’s walls"

Gustav Doré, 1866

iva
n-

96
/iS

to
ck

 Im
ag

es



8 watch jerusalem

Nehemiah’s adversaries, mocks the builders. He tells 
them, “Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he 
shall break down their stone wall.” In other words, Even 
a fox could knock your wall down! Perhaps it is some 
poetic justice that directly underneath the excavated 
section of Nehemiah’s wall were the crushed carcasses 
of two very dead canines? 

Incidentally, the Bible records that Nehemiah had 
three primary enemies: Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah 
the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian. Two of these 
figures—Sanballat and Geshem—have been identified 
through archaeological excavation. Tobiah has not, but 
archaeology has proved his name common for this 
period.

The biblical account of these figures also helps 
relate the reason for a lack of Yehud seal impressions. 
Yehud seals are characteristic of Persian control and 
ad m i n i s trat io n  ove r 
J u d a h .  Ye t  d u r i n g 
t h e  i n i t i a l  d e c a d e s 
o f  Pe r s i a n  r u l e,  th e 
empire didn’t have a 
strong administration 
established across all its 
dominions. Under the 
umbrella of the Persian 
Empire, the Holy Land 
was loosely controlled 
by sparring factions, 
including Horonites, 
Ashdodites, Ammonites and Arabs (Nehemiah 2 
and 4). Over time, the Persian Empire became more 
consolidated in regional administration (most notably 
under Darius i) and began to exert more direct influence 
over local affairs. This helps explain the emergence of 
Yehud seals only in the later periods. 

Related Discoveries
Beneath the five-foot layer of early Persian period 
material, Dr. Mazar discovered a Babylonian layer. This 
clearly related to the earlier Babylonian period, circa 
586 to 539 b.c.e. A number of significant finds appeared 
in this stratum.

Among them was a shiny black stone seal bearing 
the biblical Hebrew name Shelomith. The image 
above the name is decidedly Babylonian. It features 
two worshipers, an altar and the moon symbol of the 
Babylonian god Sin. Mazar postulates that the seal 
was made in Babylon and the Hebrew name incised 
later. She also references 1 Chronicles 3:19, which 
mentions a Shelomith, daughter of Zerubbabel, who 
was on the scene immediately after this Babylonian 
period.

Directly under the Babylonian stratum was the thick 
destruction layer corresponding to the fall of Jerusalem. 
This layer contained several small finds, including many 
bronze and iron arrowheads. This layer included the 
bulla of the biblical prince Gedaliah, son of Pashur.

The preserved section of Nehemiah’s wall uncovered 
by Dr. Mazar tapers out at the summit of the Stepped 
Stone Structure. Continuing south along the same line, 
however, a related section of wall appears (see map). 
Though no stratified material was present to be able to 
date this southern continuation of the wall, Dr. Mazar 
believes that, based on its relationship to the northern 
wall and tower, it too dates to the Persian period and is 
another part of Nehemiah’s wall.

This southern continuation of wall abuts the 
Southern Tower. Like the Northern Tower, this large 
tower was originally assumed to have been Hasmonean. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
e x c a v a t i o n s  d u r i n g 
the 1920s removed the 
earth layers abutting the 
tower. It appears that 
unless the tower itself 
is excavated, it cannot 
b e  d a t e d  p r o p e r l y . 
Again though, given the 
nature of the tower and 
how it relates to the wall 
extending south of the 
Stepped Stone Structure, 

Dr. Mazar believes it too must be part of Nehemiah’s 
wall. The fact that the Southern Tower was built on 
top of houses destroyed by the Babylonians (circa 586 
b.c.e.) and therefore dates to sometime after the sixth-
century b.c.e. destruction further proves that it was 
part of Nehemiah’s wall. 

The most logical conclusion is that all three 
edifices—Southern Tower, Northern Tower and 
the wall connecting them over the Stepped Stone 
Structure—are part of Nehemiah’s wall.

One final note: Nehemiah 3:16 says the tombs of the 
kings of Judah are situated alongside a massive stepped 
structure, at the end of the section of wall built by 
Nehemiah, son of Azbuk. These tombs have not yet been 
found—but surely they must be close to the portion of 
Nehemiah’s wall recently discovered. Will the tombs of 
the kings soon be discovered, as an end-time prophecy 
in Jeremiah 8:1-2 indicates? 

Enter the Critics
Before Dr. Mazar’s salvage excavation, no finds existed 
relating to Nehemiah’s reconstruction of Jerusalem’s 
wall. Bible skeptics pointed to the book of Nehemiah 

The most logical conclusion is 
that all three edifices—Southern 
Tower, Northern Tower and the 
wall connecting them over the 
Stepped Stone Structure—are 

part of Nehemiah’s wall.
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and its detailed description of the 
wall and asked why none of its 
remains had ever been discovered. 
Since 2007, they can no longer ask 
this question. But the skeptics have 
not retired. 

A r c h a e o l o g i s t  a n d  B i b l e 
minimalist Prof. Israel Finkelstein 
dismisses the discovery, arguing 
t h a t  b e c a u s e  w e  o n l y  h a v e 
foundational material dating to the 
Persian period, the structure itself 
could have been constructed at any 
later period. “The wall could have 
been built, theoretically, in the 
Ottoman period [circa 1300-1900 
c.e.],” he stated. 

This argument is spurious. 
Remember, the tower was capped 
with a Hasmonean mikveh, which 
means the structure was completed no later than the 
first century b.c.e.—the end of the Hasmonean period. 

Consider too: If the structure had been built this late, 
more than 300 years after the Persian period, why were 
there no later Hasmonean remains under the tower? 
After all, a wealth of Hasmonean remains were scattered 
throughout surrounding earth strata. 

Clearly the tower must have been built at the same 
time period as the foundational early Persian material, 
sealing it from intrusion of later pottery shards—
including material (such as Yehud seals) from the late 
Persian period. According to Prof. Richard Rigsby: 

“Finkelstein is overstating his case. The language 
he’s using is more the language of debate than that of 
scholarship.”

Others have criticized Dr. Mazar for using the 
Bible. These critics say Mazar cannot be trusted 
because she has a Bible bias. The fact is, prior to this 
excavation, Mazar—like many others—believed the 
Northern Tower was Hasmonean. She was not looking 
for this discovery, nor searching for evidence proving 
the Bible true. When the science pointed to this 
discovery being Nehemiah’s wall, she was as surprised 
as everyone else.

Dr. Mazar did not rush to conclude she had 
discovered Nehemiah’s wall. Rather, she diligently 
and responsibly followed the science, and objectively 
compared it to the biblical record. After thoroughly 
documenting the evidence, Mazar summarized her 
discovery of Nehemiah’s wall in the scientific report 
documenting the excavation, The Summit of the City of 
David Excavations 2005–2008, Final Reports Volume i. 
On pages 201-202 she wrote: 

“In summary, the remains discovered … well 
substantiate the biblical account. …  Taking into 
account the strong archaeological evidence on the one 
hand and the detailed biblical account on the other, we 
propose identifying the Northern Tower, and likely the 
Southern Tower as well, together with the segment of 
the city wall (W27), as all forming part of Nehemiah’s 
fortifications.”

Doesn’t this conclusion make sense? You don’t 
have to be a devout believer in the Bible to see what Dr. 
Mazar discovered actually matches up with the biblical 
account.

Watching the debate over the excavation of the 
Northern Tower, it’s hard not to see parallels with 
events described in the book of Nehemiah. Anciently, 
Nehemiah and his helpers faced such stout resistance 
they required military protection. “They which builded 
on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that 
laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the 
work, and with the other hand held a weapon” (Nehemiah 
4:17; kjv). Dr. Mazar also faces tough opposition, albeit 
more academic. There is no shortage of modern-day 
Sanballats and Tobiahs. 

One year before she discovered the wall, Dr. Mazar, 
like a modern Nehemiah, described her approach to 
archaeology: “I work with the Bible in one hand and the 
tools of excavation in the other, and I try to consider 
everything.” Perhaps it is fitting that her excavation and 
identification of the wall took about as long as it did for 
Nehemiah to build it. 

Despite opposition, as Dr. Mazar has said before, in 
the end, the stones speak for themselves. Nehemiah 
couldn’t have said it any better himself.  n

Persian period pottery found directly 
underneath Nehemiah’s wall
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M any jews will know the history of the 
First Jewish-Roman War (c.e. 66–73). In it, 
Roman forces destroyed towns and cities 

across Judea, killed and displaced thousands of Jews, 
and devastated Jerusalem, including the temple. 

Less well-known, however, are the conditions in 
Judea before the war. Josephus, the first-century Jewish 
historian who witnessed this tragedy, wrote that the 
Jews “turned their hands one against another.” Divided 
families, towns and communities were in conflict. Civil 
wars broke out in towns and villages from Galilee to 
Jerusalem to Idumea. 

What was the main source of this division? Rome. 
After more than 60 years of being ruled by the 
Romans, a strong contingent of Jews began pushing 
for independence, by armed rebellion if necessary. But 
many others, especially in Jerusalem, wanted to remain 
subservient. Josephus wrote that disagreement over 
this issue became so sharp it split apart families. “There 
was also a bitter contest between those that were fond 
of war, and those that were desirous for peace. At the 
first this quarrelsome temper caught hold of private 
families, who could not agree among themselves; 
after which those people that were the dearest to one 
another brake through all restraints with regard to each 
other ….” (The Wars of the Jews, 4.3.2.)

Tensions intensified. Civil unrest increased. 
Society became unstable and lawless. “Seditions 
arose everywhere,” Josephus wrote. Jews gathered 

“together in bodies, in order to rob the people of the 
country.” These armed mobs ransacked towns, looted 
storehouses, and pillaged the countryside. 

In c.e. 68 the Zealots—imposing their will on the 
Jerusalemites—took over the temple. They established it 
as the hub of their operations and proceeded to carry out 
holy duties. Ananus ben Ananus, leader of the Judean 
provisional government and former high priest of the 
Sadducee sect, led the inhabitants of Jerusalem in an 
uprising against the Zealots, successfully forcing them 
to hole up in the inner court of the temple. A message 
for help was sent from the Zealots to the Idumeans 
(Edomites) under the false pretense that Ananus had 
requested the assistance of Rome in taking control 
of Jerusalem. Twenty thousand furious Idumeans 
responded to the call, and marched on the capital. 

Jerusalem's population under Ananus—now 
besieged from within and without—barred the gates 
to the arriving Idumeans. Josephus recorded: “There 
broke out a prodigious storm [that] night, with the 
utmost violence, and very strong winds, with the largest 
showers of rain, with continued lightnings, terrible 
thunderings, and amazing concussions. … These 
things were a manifest indication that some destruction 
was coming upon men.” (The Wars of the Jews, 4.4.5.) 
Masked by the noise of the storm, the Zealots cut the 
bars of the temple, slipped out, and opened the city gates 
to the Idumeans. Before daybreak, 8,500 Jews were dead. 
A violent civil war had begun. Over the next few days, 
the Zealots and Idumeans, led by John of Giscala and 
Eleazar ben Simon, killed another 12,000 fellow Jews. 

The Sadducees sought assistance from Simon bar 
Giora, the leader of another Jewish faction. His 10,000 
militiamen began marching on Jerusalem, pillaging 
Idumean lands as they went and gaining more supporters. 
By the time he reached Jerusalem, bar Giora had an 
additional 40,000 cohorts and was able to easily take 
control of the city. But his presence did nothing to restore 
peace; tension and hatred festered among the warring 
factions of Jews.

On July 1, c.e. 69, Titus, son of the newly crowned 
Emperor Vespasian, received command of the Roman 
offensive in Judea. Titus immediately laid siege on 
Jerusalem. Attacking from the north, he broke through 
Jerusalem’s Third Wall within a month and the Second 
Wall shortly thereafter. 

The thicker First Wall, which surrounded the temple 
complex and the upper and lower city, remained. 
Crammed within it were the trapped and still-disunited 
Jews.

The Jews had no central government, no unity of 
command, and no coordinated strategy or tactics. With 
deadly Roman enemies surrounding them, they still 
expended energy fighting among themselves—even 
destroying the food supplies in the city (possibly to 
inspire greater desperation in resistance). One of 

A lesson from the First Jewish 
Revolt By Warren Reinsch

The Danger 
in Division

Francesco Hayez/w
ikimedia commons
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the faction leaders was murdered; the remaining 
two leaders finally ceased hostilities only when the 
Romans began erecting siege ramparts. After seven 
grim, disunited, deadly months of famine and violence, 
Jerusalem fell. 

This history teaches powerful lessons for modern 
Israel. It shows what happens when civil disagreements 
are unchecked, when fractures widened, when 
differences grow violent. 

Irreconcilable Division 
Today the fractures in Israel and among Jewish groups 
are not nearly as wide as among the Jewish groups 
of the first century. But the cracks in Israel’s politics, 
culture and society are growing wider. Tension and 
frustration between various groups and sectors and 
toward the government is worsening. On some issues, 
the differences have become irreconcilable. 

Israel’s disunity is clearly visible in its politics. The 
nation hasn’t had a functional government in nearly 
a year. In both of the last two general elections, the 
vote was split evenly between Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party and Benny Gantz’s Blue and White Party. 
Neither side is willing to work with the other. Now, 
unless there is significant change, Israelis may be 
forced back to the polls for the third election in 
12 months. 

Corruption accusations against Netanyahu are 
seen as the primary cause of the current government 
deadlock. Citing them, Gantz has refused to work 
with Likud. But these criminal charges are a symptom 
of a bigger issue. Israel’s media and unelected 
state prosecutors are relentlessly attacking the 
democratically elected prime minister because of 
disagreements with his policies. Like America and 
Britain, Israel has a powerful radical left that is working 
to uproot the democratic process it claims to defend.

The dysfunction of Israel’s government is ruining 
people’s trust in the system. Just as their ancestors 
did, modern Jews are losing faith in their leadership. 
In January 2018, an Israel Democracy Institute poll 
found that 80 percent of Israelis think their politicians 
prioritize their own interests over those of the public, 
and 78 percent of Israelis don’t believe that citizens can 
influence government policy. 

In a November 4 Haaretz opinion article, former 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak warned that as a result 
of this political and religious internal division, “Israel 
will enter a governmental, constitutional and political 
crisis that will threaten its cohesion as a democracy” 
(emphasis added throughout). When four fifths of a 
country’s citizens lose faith in their democracy, the 
results can only be destructive.

On November 11, President Reuven Rivlin, speaking 
at an event commemorating the assassination of slain 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, warned of the malicious 
hatred permeating Israel and worried that it would 
cause another assassination. “This is not our way; this 
is not the way of the people of Israel,” he warned. “We 
have to be cognizant of the destruction we could wreak 
with our own hands.”

Politics isn't the only issue dividing Israel. Jonathan 
Cook, a columnist for the National wrote, “The real 
divide in Israeli politics is between religious and secular 
ultra-nationalism.” 

According to an October 30 Haaretz poll, 65 percent 
of Israelis say they believe in God, while 34 percent 
believe in God only sometimes or not at all. (In 2012, 
just seven years ago, 80 percent of Israelis believed 
in God.) The poll found that 43 percent of Israelis say 
they observe Shabbat, while 57 percent do not. These 
numbers reveal the widening gap between religion and 
secularism in Israel.

This secular–versus–religious conflict is evident 
within the tale of two Israeli cities. Tel Aviv is a secular 
metropolis, the homosexual capital of the Mediterranean, 
a city filled with clubs and parties. It’s “the city that 
doesn’t sleep.” Drive 45 minutes southeast and you enter 
Jerusalem, a city filled with synagogues, cathedrals and 
mosques. Most of Jerusalem closes down on Shabbat. In 
Jerusalem, religion and morality remain important.

Can the fractures dividing Israel be healed? If so, by 
whom? So far, no figure, party or religion has emerged to 
lead the way in reconciling these worsening differences. 

Remember the Past
It wasn’t the Romans who destroyed Jerusalem in the 
first century. As Josephus wrote, “[S]edition destroyed 
the city, and the Romans destroyed the sedition.” The 
Jews weakened themselves by division and infighting. 
The lesson of the Jewish Revolt is this:  Division causes 
destruction.

Israel today has no shortage of hostile foreign 
forces seeking to destroy it. Right now Israel is strong 
militarily. It also has a good friend in the White House, 
which helps enormously. But how long will this last? 

Even the strongest military in the world can be 
rendered ineffective by political failure and internal 
disunity. Israel cannot afford to be divided. Yet deadly 
division is creeping into Israel’s politics, culture and 
society. If something is not done to heal the rift, history 
shows how badly it will end. 

Roughly 2,600 years ago the Prophet Amos asked, 
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Today 
we ask a similar question: Can a nation continue, except 
it be united? n
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I n 1994, Watch Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald 
Flurry warned that Iran was about to rise and 
dominate the Middle East. He said Tehran would 

lead a powerful and dangerous alliance of Islamist 
states and organizations, and would increasingly push 
against the West, especially Europe. 

Twenty-five years later, it is clear this forecast was 
spot on. 

“Iran remains the world’s worst state sponsor of 
terrorism,” states a United States annual report on 
terrorism, released November 1. In 2018, despite severe 
financial crisis, Iran funneled almost $1 billion into 
various terrorist organizations. These groups “serve as 
proxies and expand its malign influence across the globe” 
(ibid). Iran today also has major influence in key Middle 
Eastern states, especially Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. 

How did Mr. Flurry know Iran would emerge to lead 
a radical Islamist alliance of nations and organizations? 
The answer revolves around a prophecy in the biblical 
book of Daniel. “And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south push at him; and the king of the north 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, 
and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall 
enter into the countries, and shall overflow, as he passes 
through” (Daniel 11:40).

Written in the sixth century b.c.e, this is clearly 
a prophecy for “the time of the end.” But is it really 
possible that an ancient prophecy, now 2½ millennia 
old, could accurately describe 21st–century Iran? Can 
we prove that Iran today really is the “king of the south” 
forecast in Daniel 11:40?

Daniel 11
First, consider the broader context of this prophecy. 

The book of Daniel is a book of prophecy. The first 
prophecy comes in chapter 2, and every subsequent 
chapter contains forecasting about future world events. 
This book details prophecies about ancient Greece and 
Persia, as well as the Roman Empire. 

The remarkable reality that many  of Daniel’s 
prophecies have already been fulfilled can be proved 
through archaeology and historical records. Though 
many people question the authenticity of the book and 
claim Daniel did not write it, the evidence behind this 
criticism is weak. To prove Daniel’s authenticity, read 

“Can We Trust the Book of Daniel?” on page 18. 
The documented fulfillment of many of Daniel’s 

prophecies should give us confidence that those yet to 
come to fruition can also be trusted. 

For now, let’s consider the prophecies in Daniel 11 
that lead into the crucial prophecy in verses 40-44. That 
these earlier prophecies have come to pass is thoroughly 
documented by archaeology and history. 

In verses 5 through 39, Daniel describes what occurs 
between two kingdoms following the death of Alexander 
the Great. The first, the “king of the south,” was known 
as the Ptolemaic kingdom and was ruled from Egypt. 
The second, the “king of the north,” represented the 
Seleucid Empire and was ruled from modern-day Syria.

Daniel 11 forecasts major wars between these two 
kings. The prophecy is strikingly detailed and includes 
forecasts about palace intrigue (one king attempting 
to win over the other through a political marriage) 
and most stunning of all, the exploits of the Syrian 
kingdom under the leadership of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
Daniel 11 not only foretold the emergence of Epiphanes, 
it forecast his travels into Egypt and even his horrific 
attack on the Jews in Judea. 

Proof that Iran fulfills a 
role prophesied by Daniel 
millennia ago   By Brent Nagtegaal

IRAN: 
King 
of the 
Middle 
East

SPIRALING TENSIONS
Fire and smoke billow from 

a  Norwegian–owned tanker 
believed to have been attacked 

by Iran in the Gulf of Oman.

-/AFP via Getty Images
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parliament voted to accept Popular Mobilization Units 
(pmu) into its national security force. These units were 
answerable to Iran—and today, they are fully integrated 
within the Iraqi security services. Thus, Iran has 
profound influence over Iraq’s military. Moreover, many 
of these same Iran-backed militias influence various 
parties in Iraq’s parliament. 

In Yemen, the Houthis, a Shiite sect in the northwest 
of the country, continue to wage war against the 
government. They are propped up and led by Iran. 
After the Houthis captured Yemen’s capital in late 
2014, Iran claimed victory. At the time, Mohammed 
Sadeq al-Hosseini, adviser to former Iranian President 
Mohammed Khatami, stated, “We in the axis of 
resistance are the new sultans of the Mediterranean 
and the Gulf. We in Tehran, Damascus, [Hezbollah’s] 
southern suburb of Beirut, Baghdad and Sanaa will 
shape the map of the region. We are the new sultans of 
the Red Sea as well.”

Iran is also working to destabilize Bahrain and 
eastern Saudi Arabia, both of which have large Shiite 
populations. It additionally seeks to bridge the Sunni-
Shiite divide by funding the Palestinian group Hamas, 
which is committed to the destruction of Israel.

Iran is one of the pushiest nations in the world—a 
remarkable fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy!

Iraq, Then the Red Sea 
In addition to revealing the foreign policy of the king 
of the south, Daniel 11:40-44 reveal the identity of the 
nations that are allied with Iran. 

In July 1992, Mr. Flurry wrote, “the king of the south 
could rule Iraq or Iran or both countries. But it is looking 
more now like Iran may produce this king.” At the time, 
other regional strongmen—such as Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq, Hosni Mubarak in Egypt, and Muammar Qadhafi in 
Libya—all appeared more powerful than Iran.

Despite this, Mr. Flurry warned explicitly that 
Iran would eventually dominate Iraq. The title of his 
December 1994 article was “Is Iraq About to Fall to Iran?” 
In it, he wrote: “The most powerful [Muslim] country in 
the Middle East is Iran. Can you imagine the power they 
would have if they gained control of Iraq, the second-
largest oil-producing country in the world? If so, there 
seems to be little doubt that Iran would lead the king of 
the south (Daniel 11:40).”

Nearly 10 years later, right after America invaded Iraq, 
effectively inviting Iran to become the regional power, 
Mr. Flurry reiterated his forecast. “It may seem shocking, 
given the U.S. presence in the region right now, but 
prophecy indicates that, in pursuit of its goal, Iran will 
probably take over Iraq,” he warned in June 2003. 

All this biblical prophecy—of the Ptolemies, the 
Seleucids and Antiochus Epiphanes—was subsequently 
recorded in secular history. (Request Proof of the Bible 
for a commentary on how secular history aligns with 
Daniel’s prophecy.)

Doesn’t the fact that most of the prophecies in 
Daniel 11 have already been fulfilled make the prophecy 
in verses 40-44 more credible?

The prophecy in verse 40 states explicitly that it is 
for the “time of the end.” The Seleucid and Ptolemaic 
kingdoms have long vanished. This means there would 
have to be a new “king of the south” and “king of the 
north.”

But who is this end-time “king of the south”?

Policy of Push
Daniel’s prophecy says explicitly that the king of 
the south will push the king of the north. Gesenius’ 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says push means “to strike—
used of horned animals,” or “to push with the horn.” 
It is “used figuratively of a victor who prostrates the 
nations before him.” It also means “to wage war with 
anyone.” Push implies violence, conflict and force. 

“The stage is being set for an Islamic group of nations 
to be led by Iran as the prophesied king of the south, 
which will push at the king of the north, the European 
Union,” wrote Mr. Flurry in July 1998. “Iran’s main 
strategic aim is to be the dominant power in the Middle 
East.”

Consider Iran’s behavior. Can anyone deny that it 
dominates the region and is extraordinarily pushy?

Iran is actively destabilizing nations that have 
significant Shiite populations. Every such nation is 
currently embroiled in domestic conflict.

In Lebanon, Iran has a direct hold on Hezbollah, the 
largest and best-equipped terrorist organization in the 
world. Hezbollah readily admits that both its patronage 
and decision-making comes from Tehran. It has grown 
so powerful that it dominates the Lebanese government. 
Right now, Hezbollah has more than 150,000 rockets 
and missiles, many of which have precision-guided 
capabilities, pointed at Israel. 

In Syria, the government of Bashar Assad is directly 
supported by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
Quds Force and other Iran-backed proxies. Between 
2012 and 2017, Iran spent $100 billion trying to keep 
Assad in power. If not for Iran’s backing, Assad likely 
would have fallen from power years ago—before an 
estimated half a million people were killed.

In recent years, Iran has increased its presence 
in Iraq by exploiting America’s withdrawal and the 
imperative to battle the Islamic State. In late 2016, 
Iran cemented control over Iraq when the Baghdad IRAN PAGE 16 u
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The current protests in Iraq are proof of Iran’s 
dominance of Baghdad, and that Iraq is aligned with 
the king of the south. Since October 1, Iraqis have been 
protesting government corruption and poor living 
conditions. Gradually, as Iraqis realized that Iran was 
preventing the dissolution of their government, the 
protests took on a powerful anti-Iran tone. The Iraqi 
people know Iran is in control of their nation!  

In early 2019, Qassem Suleimani, a major-general 
in the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, intervened 
in Iraq’s politics to ensure that pro-Iran politician Adel 
Abdul Mahdi became Iraq’s 
prime minister. On October 
31, Suleimani visited Baghdad 
and told Iraq’s political parties 
to keep supporting the prime 
minister even as thousands 
of Iraqi protesters called for 
his downfall. Suleimani even 
demanded the government 
use more force to put down 
the protests. “We in Iran know 
how to deal with protests,” he 
told Iraqi officials, according 
to  Haaretz.  “This happened 
in Iran, and we got it under 
control.”

According to the news site 
New Arab, the Iran-backed 
pmu have deployed snipers on rooftops to help quell the 
protests. Iraqi security sources revealed that militiamen 
clad in black shot protesters on the third day of unrest, 
a day that saw more than 50 people killed, 70 percent of 
whom died from head wounds. On November 5, Sima 
Shine, senior research fellow at the Tel Aviv-based 
Institute for National Security Studies, stated that 
Suleimani might even send in Iranian forces to quell 
the violence. 

Iraq is now clearly part of the “king of the south” 
coalition. Biblical prophecy reveals other nations that 
will join. 

“But he [the king of the south] shall have power 
over the treasures of gold and silver, and over all 
the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans and 
the Ethiopians shall be at his steps” (Daniel 11:43). This 
verse shows that Egypt, Ethiopia and Libya are all part 
of the Iran-led Islamist alliance that is the king of the 
south. The Soncino commentary defines “at his steps” 
this way: “Either joining his army or placing themselves 
at his beck and call.” Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee 
Lexicon says these nations are “in his company.” 

Why would Iran want to gain control over Libya, 
Egypt and Ethiopia? To answer this question, look at a 

map of the Middle East, including the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Red Sea. These countries “are on the two 
seas that comprise the most important trade route in 
the world!” explained Mr. Flurry in April 2011. 

Over 300,000 tons of shipping, including 3.8 million 
barrels of oil, pass between the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Indian Ocean every day. About 20,000 vessels pass 
through the Suez Canal and Bab el-Mandeb each year—
an average of 55 per day. About 15 percent of all global 
maritime trade and nearly 10 percent of global seaborne 
oil passes through the gates of the Red Sea. Almost all 

trade between Europe and Asia is seaborne and travels 
through the Red Sea. 

That amounts to almost $700 billion worth of trade 
per year—trade that Iran, if it controlled that route, 
could delay, sabotage or stop dead in the water. That is 
a potent economic and geopolitical weapon!

Libya is only a short boat ride from the shores of 
Europe, and will give Tehran a strategic stronghold in 
Europe’s soft underbelly.   

“If a coastal foe can menace shipping transiting this 
narrow seaway,” Foreign Policy wrote, “it would disrupt the 
shortest, most convenient sea route connecting Europe 
with South and East Asia. Doing so would carry significant 
economic and military repercussions” (Oct. 25, 2016).

Tehran knows that if it can control the nations along 
the Red Sea, it will have a chokehold on trade to Europe. 
This is why Iran is advancing its missile and drone fleet: It 
is equipping itself to monopolize trade through those seas. 

Using Daniel 11:40-44 as a guide, we can expect 
Iran to build influence in Egypt and the other Red Sea 
nations. Tehran is already deeply entrenched in Yemen 
(via the Houthis), making it the gatekeeper of the Red 
Sea. Iran could gain influence in Egypt, perhaps through 
a relationship with a resurgent Muslim Brotherhood. 

u IRAN FROM PAGE 13

NO SECRET
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivers a 
speech with proof of a"secret" Iranian nuclear program.

JACK GUEZ/AFP via Getty Images



While the Brotherhood is Sunni and Iran is Shia, that 
closer relations are possible is evidenced by Mohamed 
Morsi’s short presidency in 2012, when Iran–Egypt 
relations greatly improved. 

It is not hard to envision Iran using its presence in 
the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea region to control the 
flow of oil out of the Middle East. The supreme leader 
of Iran, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has threatened as 
much. On Jan. 17, 2017, the Iranian state-sponsored 
Tasnim News Agency published an article that said 
boldly: “Today, all the arteries of oil transport—from 
Bab el-Mandeb strait to Suez Canal and the Strait 
of Hormuz—are under Iranian control, by means of 
Syria, Yemen and Bahrain, and within range of Iranian 
missiles” (translation memri).

C o ntro l l i n g  th e  R e d  S ea  a n d  th e  s outh e r n 
Mediterranean will give Iran the leverage to make the 
push prophesied in Daniel 11:40! 

At the same time, controlling the southern 
Mediterranean will give Iran greater access to Israel, 
positioning it to attack and pursue its designs on 
Jerusalem. 

Iran is open about its ambition to conquer Jerusalem. 
The first official charter of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, written in December 1981, states, “Now 
the Iranian nation eagerly awaits the establishment of 
the Jerusalem Army.” This is also known as the Quds 
(Jerusalem) Force, the segment of Iran’s armed forces 
led by Suleimani and actively involved in Iraq, Lebanon, 
Syria and Yemen.   

Zechariah 14:1-2 say that in “the day of the Lord”—
just before the coming of the Messiah—East Jerusalem 
will be captured by this radical power. Iran’s sleeper 
cells in the West Bank will likely play a large role in this 
Islamic takeover of East Jerusalem. Because of this 
threat, Israel’s Shin Bet security service closely watches 
the West Bank for undercover Iranian operatives. 
Prophecy indicates that Iran’s inroads into the West 
Bank will be stopped in part by Israel and in part by the 

“king of the north.”
In 1995, Mr. Flurry warned: “The most precious jewel 

of Iran’s plan is to conquer Jerusalem. This would then 
galvanize the Islamic world behind Iran. They will go far 
in their ambition, but never fully conquer Jerusalem.”

Israelis are right to be alarmed by the behavior of 
Iran and its Islamist allies! 

How Will It End?
Daniel 11:40-44 make no mention of the United States. 

This prophecy is about the king of the south and the 
king of the north, or a German-led European power. 
Verse 40 says this European superstate will attack Iran 
with the force of a “whirlwind.”

Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says the Hebrew 
word for  whirlwind  is “used of the commotion of 
a storm or a tempest; to sweep away in a storm.” (Read 
Mr. Flurry's From the Editor on page 1 for a description 
of this whirlwind.) Europe will utterly defeat Iran and 
its radical Islamist allies! 

How will this great clash end? The prophetic vision 
continues into Daniel 12. These verses show it will lead 
to catastrophic world war, or “a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that same 
time” (verse 1). Many other Bible prophecies also warn 
of this nightmarish period.

This period of chaos and war will last for 3 1/2 years 
and will ultimately engulf the entire world (verse 7). At 
the end of this period of terrible tribulation, God will 
intervene in world affairs in a powerful way. He will 
usher in a new age of peace and prosperity for all men. 
This is the wonderful new world prophesied by Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Micah (among others). 

In Daniel 12:9, God tells the prophet, “Go thy way, 
Daniel; for the words are shut up and sealed till the time 
of the end.” We are now living in “the time of the end.” 
We can now understand Daniel’s prophecies. What you 
are reading now is part of that understanding! 

It is easy to look at Iran and its radical Islamist 
allies and become hopeless. Israel is truly surrounded 
by hate. But this prophecy in Daniel 11 and 12 is filled 
with hope. About this horrible time, Daniel 12:1 says, 

“[A]nd at that time thy people shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the book.” God says 
that a group of people will be saved. There is a way of 
escape. 

What is this way? Verse 3 says that the people who 
escape “turn the many to righteousness.” Verse 10 
says those who are saved “shall purify themselves, and 
make themselves white, and be refined.” God blesses 
and protects those who remember Him; those who obey 
His laws and support His work.  

Can we appreciate how special it is to understand 
the events prophesied to occur in the Middle East right 
before the coming of the Messiah? 
This push from the king of the south 
actually announces the dramatic 
climax when the Messiah will rule 
this Earth! n

Will Iran start World War III?
Iran leads a dangerous alliance of radical Islamist countries and is a threat to world peace.  

To understand where this will lead, request our free booklet The King of the South.
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Was the book of Daniel written before or 
after the incredible events it claims to 
have prophesied?  By Watch Jerusalem Staff

Can We Trust the 
Book of Daniel? 
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T he book of Daniel is probably the key book in 
the debate about the authenticity of the Bible. 
This book purports to forecast multiple world-

shaking events, including the emergence of specific 
kings and the rise and fall of empires. 

Because of its prophetic nature, many believers 
consider the book of Daniel evidence that a divine Being 
inspired the Bible. Critics, however, dismiss this book 
entirely. They say it was written after the fulfillment 
of its many “prophecies” and that it is simply a clever 
retelling of history. To the critics, it is impossible that 
such incredibly accurate prophecies could have been 
made in advance.

Amid this debate, one thing is certain: The historical 
events documented in the book of Daniel occurred. 
Many events in this book are powerfully corroborated 
by ancient texts and archaeological evidence. So the 
crucial question is: On which side of those events was 
Daniel written? This book is either powerful proof of 
divine revelation, or it is an outright fake. How can we 
know which is true?

Bible believers accept that Daniel wrote during the 
sixth century b.c.e., as described in the text. Critics say 
the book was written during the second century b.c.e., 
after many of the prophecies had come to pass. 

The skeptics use several arguments to make their 
point. For example, they claim that since Daniel used 
Greek words, his book must have been written during 
the later, deeply Hellenistic time period in Judea. They 
also note that there are details in Daniel that have not 
been corroborated by ancient history or archaeology. 
To the skeptics, these unconfirmed events must be the 
product of a late writer’s imagination.

Let’s examine these arguments.

Language
The book of Daniel is written in Hebrew (chapter 1-2:4 
and chapters 8-12) and Aramaic ( 2:4 through chapter 7). 
A number of words transliterated into the Hebrew and 
Aramaic are of foreign origin.

The book does contain Greek words: three of them. 
They all refer to musical instruments, and they are all 
listed together, repeated four times throughout the 
same chapter: Daniel 3:5, 7, 10 and 15. Does this prove 
that this book was written much later than the sixth 
century b.c.e.?

The first Greek word is kitharis. This probably refers 
to a lyre, known to have been in use as early as the eighth 
century b.c.e.—some 200 years before the traditional 
dating of the book of Daniel. The transliteration of this 

word into Daniel’s Aramaic—as kitharos—actually 
matches more closely with the most ancient Greek form 
of the word, as used by Homer in the eighth century. 
(The Greek kitharis had long changed to kithara by the 
second century b.c.e.)

The second Greek word is  symphonia.  This 
word probably refers to some kind of bagpipe-type 
instrument. Ancient documents show that this word 
was also in use during the sixth century b.c.e. 

Finally, the Prophet Daniel used the word psanterin, 
linked to the Greek word psalterion. This word probably 
refers to a harp. It has not yet been found in ancient 
Greek texts, which means there is no tangible proof it 
was in use in the sixth century b.c.e. Consider, however, 
that less than 10 percent of classical Greek writings have 

survived to this day. Is it rational to use one Greek word 
as evidence that Daniel did not write this book? 

Think too: Would it really be unusual for a handful of 
Greek technical terms for specialty instruments to have 
been used in sixth-century b.c.e. Babylonian courts? 
History establishes a measure of cultural interaction 
between the Greeks and the Babylonians. Musical 
instruments are easily transportable symbols of specific 
culture. Thus it would be expected for such items to be 
featured in foreign (particularly ambassadorial) courts.

What would be unusual is for a second-century b.c.e. 
writing to be so devoid of Greek terminology. If Daniel 
had been written during the second century b.c.e., when 
Greek language and culture were saturating the region, 
surely it would contain more than three Greek words.

Some scholars point to the use of Persian words 
in Daniel as evidence for a later date. This argument, 
too, is baseless. The 18 Persian words used in the book 
mostly refer to administrative positions. Daniel himself 
is clearly described as living and writing during the ga
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Amid this debate, one thing is 
certain: The historical events 
documented in the book of 
Daniel occurred. Many events 
in this book are powerfully 
corroborated by ancient texts 
and archaeological evidence.
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Persian period of rule. And six of these Persian words 
are not found in use after the fourth century b.c.e. All 
the Persian words in the book are considered “Old 
Persian,” indicating that the book was assembled in 
Persian history. 

As stated above, the main body of Daniel was written 
in Aramaic, and bookended in Hebrew. The Hebrew is 
difficult to date for the periods in question, but evidence 
suggests that Daniel was first written entirely in Aramaic 
before being partially translated into Hebrew. Initially, 
critics believed Daniel’s Aramaic was of a late, Western 
Aramaic style. This belief bolstered the view that Daniel 
was authored at a later date. But this assumption had to 
be revised following the discovery of the Elephantine 
Papyri and Dead Sea Scrolls. 

As it turns out, the Aramaic style of writing in the 
book of Daniel fits with the early Imperial style, a style 
used in the sixth century b.c.e. period! Desperate 
to place authorship of this book in the second 
century b.c.e., critics respond by claiming that the 
authors of Daniel faked an early-style Aramaic.

The book of Daniel contains about 20 native Assyrian 
and Babylonian words. If the book of Daniel was written 
in the second century as skeptics claim, this would be 
unusual, considering the Babylonian Empire fell 400 
years earlier. 

Additionally, the book of Daniel contains specific 
phraseology—for example, the phrase “Lord of 
heaven”—pointing to an early date of writing. This 
phrase was not used during the Maccabean period 
because at that time it was associated with the pagan 
god Zeus. 

Analyzing it word for word, the book of Daniel as a 
whole was written in a somewhat older linguistic style, 
with more archaic terms, than the books of Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther—books that are widely 
accepted as dating to the fifth century b.c.e. This fits, 
then, with the traditional dating of Daniel: the sixth 
century b.c.e.

Historicity
It is true that certain events of the book of Daniel have 
not been fully verified by archaeology. Does this prove 
that these events must have been the invention of 
second-century b.c.e. ghostwriters? 

Actually, Daniel’s description of life in Babylon 
and Persia has proved to be remarkably accurate. 
Archaeological discoveries are constantly confirming 
his accounts. For example, Daniel’s descriptions of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s building programs, boastfulness, 
hasty threats and possibly even a love for cedar trees 
(Daniel 4) have all been confirmed archaeologically. 

The Reign of the 
Gentile Kingdoms

greek
empire

roman 
empire

babylonian- 
chaldean 
empire

medo- 
persian 
empire

625–538 b.c.e.

559–330 b.c.e.

333 b.c.e.

31 b.c.e., present

Book of Daniel 
completed by 
c. 530 b.c.e.

gary dorning/watch jerusalem
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Numerous ancient sources, including the annals of 
Cyrus the Great, corroborate Daniel’s account of the fall 
of Babylon in 539 b.c.e. Many other historic details have 
also been verified, such as the binding nature of the 
laws of the Medes and Persians. In Persia, even a king 
couldn’t take back his own laws (Daniel 6; Esther 8:8). 
This was not the case in Babylon, where kings 
could haphazardly change laws (e.g. Daniel 3:28). 
Archaeology has revealed an event similar to that 
recorded in Daniel 6, in which a Persian king decreed 
that a man be executed, 
then the man was found 
t o  b e  i n n o c e n t — y e t 
e xe c ut e d  a ny way.  Eve n 
upon discovering the error, 
the king himself could not 
reve r s e  h i s  c o m m a n d —
s u c h  w a s  t h e  b i n d i n g 
nature of  Medo-Persian 
law. According to historian 
John C. Whitcomb: “Ancient history substantiates 
this difference between Babylon, where the law was 
subject to the king, and Medo-Persia, where the king 
was subject to the law.”

Studies have also confirmed the Babylonians 
used fire as punishment, just as Daniel 3 records. 
The Persians, however, considered fire holy and thus 
wouldn’t have used it for such a purpose—but they did 
keep caged lions. 

D a n i e l  a c c u r at e l y  d e t a i l e d  g o v e r n m e n t a l 
bureaucracy—leaders and officers of the Babylonian 
and Persian empires—from kings to magicians to “chief 
officer” (Daniel 1:3). He recorded the reign of Belshazzar, 
a coregent king considered fictional by the skeptics 
until he was proved through archaeology. Even the 
famous fifth-century b.c.e. historian Herodotus does 
not mention this man—but Daniel does. The accuracy 
of Daniel’s account has been proved time and again 
through archaeology—even down to such minutia as 
the fact that the Babylonian palace walls were plastered 
(Daniel 5:5).

Considering the highly accurate, verifiable details in 
the book of Daniel, it is hard to imagine a Maccabean 
author, writing more than 300 years later and living 
over a thousand miles away in Judea, composing such 
an account. 

Of course, archaeology has not confirmed and 
cannot confirm every word of Daniel. There remains 
some ambiguity over the identity of Darius the Mede, 
just as there was with Belshazzar until his existence was 
proved. But there is far more evidence proving Daniel’s 
authorship than there is evidence proving it was written 

by someone else. And the golden rule of archaeology is 
that absence of evidence is not proof that something did 
not happen.

The biggest and most overlooked proof  for a 
traditional date of Daniel, though, is the prophecy.

Prophecy
The first-century c.e. historian Josephus wrote that 
when Alexander the Great swept into Judea (circa 329 
b.c.e.), he was met by a procession of Jewish priests. 

W h e n  t h e  h i g h  p r i e s t 
came before the famed 
conqueror, he showed him 
from the book of Daniel 
where his conquests were 
directly prophesied. This 
amazed Alexander. He was 
moved by the revelation and 
gave the Jews tremendous 
favor (The Antiquities of the 

Jews, 11.8.4-5). This account is also told in the Talmud 
(circa 500 c.e.).

If this account is accurate, it means the book of 
Daniel was written before Alexander’s time (333 b.c.e.) 
Naturally, the skeptics reject Josephus’s account 
as fiction. Yet his narrative of this period has been 
corroborated by other historical  records and 
archaeology. Since Josephus lived 2,000 years closer to 
the actual events than we do, and had access to a far 
larger archive of since-destroyed historical material, 
isn’t it reasonable that he would know more about what 
transpired between the Jews and Alexander the Great? 

The critics do not re-date Daniel because science 
demands it. They re-date it because they will not believe 
Bible prophecy. The only explanation they can accept 
for the accuracy of Daniel’s prophecies is that they were 
written after the events they foretold.

There is a major problem with this rationale. Dating 
this book to the second century b.c.e. still puts its 
authorship far earlier than the remarkable fulfillment 
of many of Daniel’s prophecies!

If they could, the critics would claim this book was 
written even later—preferably in the fifth century c.e. or 
even later. But they can’t. Why? Because archaeologists 
have discovered a copy of the book of Daniel among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, which means it already existed in the 
second century b.c.e. 

If this book was authored in the second century, 
as the skeptics claim, this would mean its remarkable 
“prophecies” about the Greek Empire and Antiochus vi 
were written after the events they portended. However, 

Science should be based 
on fact and firm evidence. 
Faith should be educated. 

It is right and necessary
to question, to prove. 

DANIEL PAGE 28 u
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EARTH IS SUSPENDED IN SPACE

Most ancient cultures believed the Earth was 
supported by giant animals, men or pillars. 
Greece’s Anaximander (611-547 B.C.E.) was 
one of the first known intellectuals to posit the 
idea that it is suspended in space. Later in the 
sixth century B.C.E., Pythagoras conducted 
astronomical studies which he said proved 
Anaximander’s theory. This came 1,000 
years after Job had spoken of it as a fact. The 
explanation of how the Earth “floats” in space 
didn’t come about until the late 1600s when 
Isaac Newton posed the theory of gravity. t

The Bible Scoops  
the Scientists

QUARANTINE AND SANITATION 

Throughout history, even advanced cultures 
understood nothing about bacteria. The Black 
Death of the 1300s killed 50 million in Europe 
alone—over half the population. During this 
plague, Jews (who obeyed biblical instructions 
on quarantine and hygiene) experienced far 
lower infection rates. Only in the 1800s did 
advances in bacterial study give researchers 
understanding of the importance of quarantine, 
sanitation and hygiene. This was 3,200 years 
and millions of lives after these principles were 
outlined in Moses’s writings. t

The Creator of the universe has understood every detail of how His  
universe works since He first brought it into being. He revealed some of  

those truths to Bible writers long before scientists came to understand them.

chris ford, sergei golyshev, nasa, ©istock.com/malerapaso, nasa, niaid, marc perkins,  nasa earth observatory, @istock.com/kupicoo
See also Leviticus 11, 13, 14 and 22

Job said it: Job 26:7 
c. 1550 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it  

late 1600s

Moses said it: Genesis 2:7 
c. 1400 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it  

late 1800s

Moses said it: Numbers 19:3-22 
c. 1400 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it  

1800s

MAN MADE FROM DUST  

Scientists believe that the human body is 
made up of 25 elements, each essential 
for human life. Each one of these is found 
in the Earth’s crust. The Bible indicated 
this roughly 3,400 years prior to 1982, 
which is when researchers at NASA’s 
Ames Research Center confirmed that 
every element in man is found in the soil, 
prompting one scientist to famously 
remark: “[T]he biblical scenario for the 
creation of life turns out to be not far off 
the mark.” t
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The Creator of the universe has understood every detail of how His  
universe works since He first brought it into being. He revealed some of  

those truths to Bible writers long before scientists came to understand them.

WASHING WITH RUNNING WATER 

In 1846 Ignaz Semmelweis realized 
that unwashed hands spread diseases. 
Before him, doctors would routinely 
handle dead bodies and then, without 
washing, treat expecting mothers. This 
sent women’s death rates soaring. 
Semmelweis convinced many doctors to 
wash their hands between procedures, 
but most only washed in a bowl of water. 
It wasn’t until late 1800s that Joseph 
Lister realized they needed to wash with 
running water. Moses had made this 
clear some 3,200 years earlier. t

EXPANDING UNIVERSE

In the fourth century B.C.E., Aristotle said the 
universe was finite in size and had remained 
unchanged throughout eternity. This theory 
prevailed until 1576, when English astronomer 
Thomas Digges posited the idea that the stars 
extend to infinity. This theory was solidified in 
the 17th century by René Descartes and Isaac 
Newton. In 1929, by measuring the redshifts 
of a number of distant galaxies, Edwin Hubble 
conclusively proved that the universe is indeed 
expanding. Without the benefit of telescopes, 
Isaiah, Job and Zechariah had recorded the 
same fact centuries earlier. t

THERE ARE COUNTLESS STARS 

B e fo re  t h e  1 6 0 8  i nve nt i o n  o f  t h e 
telescope, scientists such as Ptolemy 
(C.E. 150) taught that the stars in the 
heavens numbered 3,000 or fewer. 
Today astronomers say the Milky Way 
galaxy alone contains 400 billion stars. 
They estimate that the observable 
universe contains more than 170 billion 
galaxies, many of which contain trillions 
of stars. The universe beyond that is 
unknown. As Jeremiah said 2,500 years 
ago: “[T]he host of heaven cannot be 
numbered.” t

OCEAN CURRENTS

An intricate network of currents flows through 
the oceans, heavily influencing Earth’s weather. 
The paths of these currents change little. 
Medieval sailors mentioned ocean currents, 
but understood very little about them. In 1770, 
Benjamin Franklin mapped out parts of the Gulf 
Stream, but the big picture remained obscure 
until Matthew Maury (1806-1873) revolutionized 
sea travel by charting winds and currents. His 
quest was to find the “paths of the seas” that 
King David had written of 2,800 years earlier 
in Psalm 8.t

Moses said it: Leviticus 17:11 
c. 1400 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it 

1628

David said it: Psalm 8:9  
c. 1000 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it  

1800s

Moses said it: Leviticus 15:13 
c. 1400 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it  

late 1800s

Jeremiah said it: Jeremiah 33:22 

c. 580 b.c.e.

Man “discovered” it 

1608

Isaiah said it: Isaiah 45:12 
c. 720 b.c.e. 

Man “discovered” it  

1929
See also Job 9:8; Zechariah 12:1

THE WATER CYCLE 

Ancient intellectuals believed all water 
originated below the Earth’s surface. 
Around 800 B.C.E., Homer said a huge 
cavern inside Earth supplied al l  r iver 
wate r.  B y  t h e  fo u r t h  c e n t u r y  B .C . E . , 
Greek philosophers hypothesized that 
the hydrologic process was cyclical, and  
that Homer’s theory had not been correct. 
Yet it wasn’t until 1580 that a full scientific 
explanation of the cycle was delivered  
by Bernard Palissy—about 2,500 years 
af te r  K i n g  S o l o m o n  h ad  d es c r i b e d  i t  
in detail.. t

Solomon said it: Ecclesiastes 1:7 
c. 950 b.c.e. 

Man “discovered” it  

1580

LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD

For thousands of years, people practiced 
bleeding as a means of treating diseases.  
This medical practice caused countless 
deaths because it failed to understand that 
life is in blood. When the blood is removed, 
the life ends. Around 1628, William Harvey 
accurately described the function of the heart 
and the circulation of blood around the body. 
It wasn’t until 1840 that the oxygen-carrying 
protein hemoglobin was discovered in the 
blood. The Bible specified that the life is in the 
blood more than 3,000 years beforehand. t
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E ven today, more than 2,500 years after his 
death, Cyrus the Great of ancient Persia remains 
one of humanity’s most brilliant and outstanding 

monarchs. There is much to learn and admire about 
King Cyrus, and no shortage of knowledge on this 
subject.

But the most interesting feature about this man and 
his towering accomplishments is also the most obscure. 
It is also profoundly inspiring.

Meet Cyrus
Cyrus ii ruled the Persian Empire from 559 to 530 b.c.e. 
The history of his life and accomplishments is well 
documented by Greek and Roman historians and by 
archaeological evidence. Among his many feats, Cyrus 
conquered the invincible Babylonian-Chaldean Empire 
and established Persia as the world power.

Under Cyrus, the borders of the Persian Empire 
rapidly expanded to create the largest empire humanity 
had ever seen. Under his leadership, Persia’s borders 
stretched to Central Asia (Russia’s southern border 

today); as far east as the Indus River (the Pakistan-India 
border); as far north as the Danube, including Turkey, 
Crete and the southern parts of Greece and Bulgaria; 
and as far southwest as Libya.

But Cyrus was much more than a prodigious 
conqueror. He heralded a new type of leadership and 
politics. Unlike the Assyrians and others before him, he 
did not rule exclusively by sword and spear. Subjects 
were not beaten, tortured and killed into acquiescence 
and cooperation. In fact, many consider this king the 
world’s first true humanitarian.

“Cyrus was an outstanding soldier and statesman,” 
the Encyclopedia Britannica says. “He founded an 
empire that stretched from the Indus and Jazartes to 
the Aegean and the borders of Egypt and left behind 
him a reputation for justice and clemency …” (emphasis 
added throughout). The Mainstream of Civilization says, 

“Cyrus created a new type of empire. Under the close 
supervision of his government, he permitted the 
conquered peoples to retain their own customs and 
religions and their own forms of government.”

The Inspiring History 
Behind One of Iran’s 

Greatest Kings

It can change your view of the Bible By Brad Macdonald

watch jerusalem 
gary dorning/watch jerusalem 
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For a world inured to cruel, forceful governance, his 
disposition was revolutionary and much welcomed. His 
subjects tended not to revolt, hence the staying power 
of the Persian Empire.

The World’s Greatest City
In the time of Cyrus, Babylon was extraordinarily well 
fortified, teemed with top-notch Babylonian soldiers, 
and had a well-earned aura of impenetrability. It was 
the greatest city in the world.

Originally constructed by Nimrod soon after the 
Flood, the city had experienced a massive makeover 
by King Nebuchadnezzar ii in the late seventh and 
early sixth centuries b.c.e. Nebuchadnezzar spared 
nothing in expanding, fortifying and beautifying his 
city. Babylon’s legendary hanging gardens, built for the 
queen who missed her lush, mountainous homeland in 
Media, were an engineering marvel, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World.

Herodotus records that Babylon covered 196 square 
miles and was protected by an outer wall that was 311 
feet high and 87 feet thick. The walls were so thick, 
even at the top, that chariots could be driven on them. 
Controlling access through this barrier were more than 
100 bronze gateways.

The Euphrates River snaked through Babylon, much 
like the Thames through London. Inside the outer wall, 
the riverbanks “were lined and walled with brick. In the 
wall on either side of the river were 25 gates. There was 
a bridge 1,080 yards long and 30 feet broad across the 
river. At either end of this bridge was the royal palace. 
The more magnificent of these palaces was surrounded 
by three walls. The middle wall was 300 feet high, with 
towers 420 feet in height. The inner wall was yet higher. 
The two inner walls, Cterias tells us, were of colored 
brick. Upon them were portrayed hunting scenes—the 
chase of the leopard and the lion” (A Handbook of 
Ancient History in Bible Light).

In 539 b.c.e., King Cyrus set out to do the impossible: 
He wanted to conquer Babylon. His strategy was 
brilliantly simple. First, he dug trenches upstream and 
diverted water from the Euphrates into a large reservoir. 
Once the water level had dropped, and under the cover 
of darkness, Persian soldiers slipped into the knee-
deep water, marched up the riverbed, and snuck under 
Babylon’s giant gates.

Although the soldiers had infiltrated the outer 
gates, there were still brass and iron internal gates 
controlling access out of the riverbed and into the 
city. If they couldn’t get through the gates, the soggy 
riverbed would turn the Persians’ tactical advantage 
into a massive kill box. All the Babylonian soldiers had 
to do was rain spears and arrows down on them. In fact, 

if they could block the Persians’ retreat, the Babylonians 
could conceivably kill every last Persian soldier, to a 
man—like shooting fish in a barrel.

But strangely, on the night of the invasion, there were 
no soldiers, and the internal gates were wide open. King 
Nabonidus, his son Belshazzar, the imperial guard, 
the soldiers, and many of the people of Babylon were 
partying. Consumed with drinking and games, they had 
failed to close the gates and to station guards. Having 
quenched the Euphrates and penetrated the outer gates, 
the Persian soldiers were able to stroll through the 
internal gates, taking the city—including the shocked 
king—by surprise!

It was a magnificent victory, bordering on—and 
crossing into—the miraculous!

Greek historians Herodotus and Xenophon recorded 
the history-changing event. King Cyrus’s conquest of 
Babylon was one of his most notable accomplishments. 
By conquering this mighty city, he toppled the world-
ruling Babylonian-Chaldean Empire.
 

Cyrus the Humanitarian
In 1879, British archaeologists digging in Iran discovered 
a barrel-shaped cylinder made out of clay. Inscribed on 
the cylinder in ancient cuneiform was a decree by King 
Cyrus of Persia. In the 40-line decree, the king recalled 
his defeat of Babylon and clearly outlined a number of 
policies designed to defend the rights of the conquered.

You can find this incredible artifact, called the 
Cyrus Cylinder, in the British Museum. This cylinder 
confirms the historical records showing that King Cyrus 
displayed a tremendous and heretofore unprecedented 
respect and tolerance for the religion and customs of 
the peoples he conquered. The United Nations says the 
Cyrus Cylinder is the “world’s first charter of human 
rights.” 

His greatest and most famous humanitarian act was 
releasing the captive Jews in Babylon and allowing them 
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to return to Judah to rebuild the temple and the city of 
Jerusalem. This decision by Cyrus is well known and 
well documented by Greek and Roman historians, as 
well as by Josephus. Many recognize the text on the 
Cyrus Cylinder essentially parallels Cyrus's decree to 
release the Jews.

King Cyrus issued his decree releasing the Jews in 
538 b.c.e., about a year after he conquered Babylon. 
Zerubbabel, a leading Jewish figure in Babylon at the 
time, became responsible for mustering the party and 
leading it back to Jerusalem.

There, they set about rebuilding Solomon’s temple. 
One of the most astonishing features about this decree 
is that there was no cost or price to the Jews. In fact, the 
king of Persia actually financed the Jews’ return to their 
homeland, their reconstruction of the temple, and their 
reconstruction of Jerusalem!

Any historian will agree: Such magnanimity and 
benevolence from a man with supreme power is 
extremely rare! Cyrus the Great was truly an anomaly 
among world leaders.

Biblical History
All this history is well documented by secular historians 
and archaeological evidence. But there is another 
source that records these events in detail: the Bible. 
In Ezra 1:1-4, for example, we read of Cyrus’s decree 
releasing the Jews to return to Jerusalem. These 
scriptures in Ezra were recorded a few decades after 
the event. More records about King Cyrus can be found 
in Jeremiah 25 and 2 Chronicles 36, both of which were 
written after Cyrus was on the scene.

A passage in Isaiah 44 also discusses Cyrus the 
Great—and this is where the history becomes inspiring. 

I s a i a h  4 4 : 2 8  r e a d s : 
“[God] saith of Cyrus: ‘He 
is My shepherd, And shall 
perform all My pleasure’; 
Even saying of Jerusalem: 
‘ S h e  s h a l l  b e  b u i l t ’ ; 
And to the temple: ‘My 
foundation shall be laid.’” 
Isaiah is writing about 
how King Cyrus would be 
an instrument in God’s 
hands—“My shepherd”—
and explaining how God 
would inspire Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem and the 
temple.

The thought continues in Isaiah 45:1: “Thus saith the 
Lord to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden, To subdue nations before him, And to loose the 
loins of kings; To open the doors before him, And that 

the gates may not be shut.” Here, 
Isaiah is saying that God would 
empower King Cyrus, even helping 
him “subdue nations” and make 
massive territorial goals.

The narrative becomes even 
more specific in verse 2: “I will go 
before thee, And make the crooked 
places straight; I will break in 
pieces the doors of brass, And 
cut in sunder the bars of iron.” If 
you study this passage and Bible 
commentaries, you will easily 
see that these scriptures are 
specifically discussing King Cyrus’s 
conquest of Babylon. Notice, God 
says He will help Cyrus rupture the 

“gates of brass” and “bars of iron.”
Isaiah’s account is similar to the 

accounts in Ezra and 2 Chronicles. 
Except for one critical factor.

T h e  b o o k  o f  I s a i a h  wa s 
written about 150 years before 
Cyrus the Great was born!

King Cyrus, his rise to power, his 
defeat of Babylon, his humanitarian 
legacy, his name—even Babylon’s gates of iron and 
brass—were all prophesied by God about 1½ centuries 
before Cyrus’s birth!

This is awesome proof of God’s existence and the 
veracity of the Holy Bible!

It isn’t hard to prove this book was written well 
before Cyrus was born. Isaiah 1:1 says: “The Vision 
of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning 

Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah.”

This verse clearly says 
that Isaiah was alive and 
writing during the reigns 
of four kings of Judah: 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah. Biblical history, 
as well as Jewish history 
and established historical 
record, clearly shows that 

these all reigned in the eighth century b.c.e. This is 
nowhere disputed.

Bible commentaries agree that Isaiah was on the 
scene for about 50 years, roughly between 760 and 
710 b.c.e. For example, Isaiah 38:3-8 show that he 
prophesied during the reign of King Hezekiah.

Such magnanimity and 
benevolence from a man 

with supreme power is 
extremely rare! Cyrus the 

Great was truly an anomaly 
among world leaders.
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Over the last century or so, skeptics have emerged 
to explain how this  passage of  scripture was 
written after King Cyrus. The most prominent theory 
says that the book of Isaiah has multiple authors, and 
that some parts of the book, mainly the latter chapters, 
were written at a different time and much later than 
the first part of the book. According to this theory, the 
book of Isaiah was compiled into a single book around 
70 b.c.e.

A copy of the entire book of Isaiah, including 
chapters 44 and 45, was discovered as part of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. The scrolls on which the text of Isaiah was 
discovered were dated to around 200 b.c.e., proving that 
the entire book was completed well before 70 b.c.e.!

Consider too: Josephus recorded that King Cyrus 
actually read this prophecy about himself in the 
book of Isaiah! 

Perhaps this explains why Cyrus was so benevolent 
and so enthusiastic about releasing the Jews. After 
reading Isaiah’s prophecy, he realized that he was 
predestined to make this wondrous decision.

But how did Cyrus gain access to Isaiah’s prophecy? 
We don’t know the specifics, but we do know that King 
Cyrus knew the Prophet Daniel well. Daniel lived in 
Babylon and had an office in both the Babylonian and 
Persian royal courts. Daniel 5 shows that after Cyrus 
took Babylon and toppled the Babylonian Empire, 

Daniel became a high-ranking official in Cyrus’s Medo-
Persian Empire.

All Hail King Cyrus
Take some time to really think on this, and to study 
Isaiah 44 and 45. The evidence is irrefutable. First, it is 
obvious that Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1-4 are talking about 
King Cyrus. He is mentioned by name!

Next, consider Cyrus’s relationship with Jerusalem. 
Isaiah 44:28 records Cyrus “Even saying of Jerusalem: 
‘She shall be built’; And to the temple: ‘My foundation 
shall be laid.’” The temple in Jerusalem hadn’t even 
been destroyed—and here was God prophesying that 
it would be rebuilt!

Verse 28 also explains the origins of Cyrus’s 
humanitarianism. Cyrus treated all his conquered 
peoples much the same way as he treated the Jews. 
Cyrus didn’t just allow the Jews to practice their 
religion: He released them from captivity, loaded 
them up with wealth and treasures, gave them letters 
of endorsement, and sent them home to rebuild the 
temple and Jerusalem!

Surely this is one of the greatest humanitarian acts 
in history. And to think, it was prophesied to happen 
150 years before it actually did!

Isaiah 45:1 says Cyrus would “subdue nations 
before him.” Cyrus conquered more than 15 different re

es
e z

oe
ll

ne
r/

 w
at

ch
 je

ru
sa

le
m

EGYPT

M e d i te r r a n e a n  S e a

B l ac k  S e a

Persian 
Gulf

Red 
Sea

Caspian 
Sea

Jerusalem

Persepolis

babylon

PERSIA

LYDIA CAPPADOCIA
ARMENIA

INDIADRANGIANA

SOGDIANA

PARTHIA

MEDIA

BABYLONIA

The Persian Empire 
c. 559-530 B.C.E.



28 watch jerusalem

peoples—all the way from Egypt in the south to Turkey 
to Central Asia to the Indus River.

Verse 1 also says God would “loose the loins of 
kings” before Cyrus. The Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown Commentary states: “The loose outer robe of 
the [kings], when girt fast around the loins, was the 
emblem of strength and preparedness for action; 
ungirt was indication of feebleness [and weakness].” 
This is a perfect description of Belshazzar the night of 
Babylon’s fall!

In addition, verse 1 says God would “open the doors 
before him, And that the gates may not be shut.” The 
history of Babylon’s destruction shows that the king of 
Babylon left some of the internal gates of the city open 
that night! “In the revelry in Babylon on the night of 
its capture, the inner gates, leading from the streets 
to the river, were left open … which, had they been 
kept shut, would have hemmed the invading hosts in 
the bed of the river, where the Babylonians could have 
easily destroyed them. Also, the gates of the palace 
were left open, so that there was access to every part of 
the city” (ibid).

Look how specific Isaiah is—even prophesying the 
exact gates that would be left open in Babylon the night 
of its capture!

In verse 2, God says, “And make the crooked places 
straight; I will break in pieces the doors of brass, And 
cut in sunder the bars of iron.” The strongest doors 
in Babylon were not able to withstand the army of 
Cyrus that night. Again, God prophesied the exact 
material that the gates of Babylon would be made of! 

Herodotus recorded that the gates of the inner 
walls were made of brass and some were reinforced 
with iron.

This is some of the most moving and powerful 
history you can study. Why? Because it proves the 
existence of God and the veracity of His Word!

God Reigns Supreme
Why would God prophesy the life and accomplishments 
of a Persian king 150 years before his birth? The 
answer to that question is the theme of Isaiah 44-46. 

In Isaiah 45:3, God says, “And I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness, And hidden riches of secret 
places, That thou mayest know that I am the Lord, Who 
call thee by thy name, even the God of Israel.”

God makes the purpose of this prophecy abundantly 
clear:  The life and work of King Cyrus prove the 
existence of God!

Cyrus himself understood this. “Thus saith Cyrus 
king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the Lord, the God of heaven, given me; and He hath 
charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah” (Ezra 1:2). This great king knew God 
existed, and he knew that God reigns supreme in the 
world of man.

The history of Cyrus the Great is fascinating and 
inspiring—but it is so much more than mere history. 
This history proves the authority of the Holy Bible! It 
shows that this Book of books is true and accurate. It 
shows that it is authored by an omnipotent God who 
can prophesy what He will do and bring it to pass.

For anyone willing to study and prove it, this history 
shows that the Holy Bible is the true Word of God! n

what about the events Daniel prophesied that occurred 
after the second century? 

Daniel, in fact, prophesies primarily about the 
Roman Empire. He clearly described four successive 
world-ruling empires of man (Daniel 2, 7): first, the 
Babylonian; second, the Medo-Persian; third, the 
Greco-Macedonian; and finally, the Roman. Scholars 
try to make Daniel’s four empires fit before the second 
century b.c.e. by separating the Medes and Persians 
as the second and third empires, and thus making the 
Greek Empire the fourth. The book of Daniel, though, 
explicitly identifies Medo-Persia as one empire—the 
second—and the Greco-Macedonians as the third. 

The accuracy of the prophecies about the Roman 
Empire is incredible. Daniel forecast that it would 
bring about the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple (Daniel 9:25-26)—a prophecy fulfilled in c.e. 70. 
He not only foretold the founding of the empire, 
he also described the divide between Rome and 
Constantinople (symbolized by the two legs of the 
statue in Daniel 2:33, 40-41; fulfilled in c.e. 395), as 
well as 10 “resurrections” of the empire (described 
in symbol as “ten horns” in Daniel 7:7, 19-20, 24). 
Daniel also prophesied about the takeover of Rome 
by three barbarian tribes (verses 8, 20, 24; fulfilled 
in the fifth-sixth centuries c.e. by the Vandals, Heruli 
and Ostrogoths), followed by the emergence of the 
Roman Catholic Church as the spiritual head of the 
empire (the “little horn” of verses 8, 20-21, 25; fulfilled 

This is some of the most 
moving and powerful history 
you can study. Why? Because 
it proves the existence of God 
and the veracity of His Word.

u DANIEL FROM PAGE 21
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c.e. 554 to present). (Request our free book 
The Holy Roman Empire in Prophecy for a full 
explanation of these prophecies.)

Think on that: Even if we accept the date 
of authorship given by the skeptics, the book 
of Daniel is still a powerfully prophetic 
book! 

Despite all the effort to assign the book 
of Daniel a later date, no date is late enough 
to escape his prophetic timeline. This book 
wasn’t written for his day. The prophet 
himself admitted how confused he was with the 
prophecies. “And I heard, but I understood not;   
then said I: ‘O my Lord, what shall be the latter 
end of these things?’ And he said: ‘Go thy way, 
Daniel; for the words are shut up and sealed till 
the time of the end’” (Daniel 12:8-9).

We are now in that prophesied “time of the 
end”—and the book of Daniel has only now 
been fully revealed. This book could not have 
been wholly understood, in its full prophetic 
context, at any other point in history. 

God’s Word to the Skeptics
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote the following in 
his booklet The Proof of the Bible, “Most highly 
educated people, and men of science, assume 
that the Bible is not the infallible revelation 
of a supernatural God, and they assume this 
without the scientific proof that they demand 
on material questions [such is the case with 
the book of Daniel—highly strained 'evidence' 
that the book was written at a later date]. Most 
fundamentalist believers assume, on sheer 
faith, never having seen proof, that the Holy 
Bible is the very Word of God.”

Both approaches are wrong. Science should 
be based on fact and firm evidence. Faith 
should be educated. It is right and necessary 
to question, to prove. And when it comes to 
holding a prophet to account, God Himself has 
the following instruction:

“And if thou say in thy heart: ‘How shall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken?’ When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken; the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of 
him” (Deuteronomy 18:21-22).

The Bible says we must test the prophets. 
If they pass the test, then we must believe 
them!  n
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Prophets 
foretold Iran’s 
belligerence.
They also prophesied 
of how its dangerous 
actions would lead to its 
downfall. Study these 
startling prophecies by 
requesting a free copy of 
The King of the South.


