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from the editor |  Gerald Flurry

T he outbreak of the coronavirus has shaken the 
world. The pandemic that started in Wuhan, China, 
four months ago has now spread across the planet. 

When it first began, many nations were quite relaxed 
about the virus. But Israel took stringent precautions to 
prevent it from spreading. On January 30, when the death 
toll in China was just 170, Israel became the first nation to 
stop incoming flights from China. Israelis returning from 
China were immediately placed in a 14-day quarantine. 

As the virus spread through Asia, Israel banned 
entrance to foreigners who had visited infected nations. 
On February 26, Israel became the first nation to advise 
its citizens against overseas travel. One day later, when 
Italy’s death toll was only 17, Israel became the first 
nation to block all flights from Italy. All Israelis arriving 
from Italy were instructed to enter quarantine. On 
March 9, Israel became the first nation to refuse entry 
to any foreigner who couldn’t prove the ability to home 
quarantine for 14 days. This decision effectively closed 
Israel’s borders to nonresidents. 

Israel has imposed some of the most stringent 
quarantine requirements of any nation. If a person was 
on the same flight as a coronavirus carrier, or crossed 
paths with a carrier inside Israel, or even returned from 
abroad from any destination, he or she was required to 
enter quarantine. On March 15, all Israelis were told not 
to leave their homes unless it was absolutely necessary. 

No nation on Earth came close to the measures Israel 
imposed to protect itself!

These far-reaching actions were consistent with 
the Jews’ historical practice of quarantine. Historically, 
the Jews have had a lot of success reducing the impact 
of disease epidemics because they followed the laws of 
quarantine outlined in the biblical books of Leviticus 
and Numbers. Passages like Leviticus 13:46 describe how 
to handle a person who contracts a contagious illness (in 
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this case, leprosy): “All the days wherein the plague is in 
him he shall be unclean; he is unclean; he shall dwell 
alone; [outside] the camp shall his dwelling be.”

In the 14th century, the bubonic plague (called the 
Black Death) killed more than 25 million Europeans, 
about one third of Europe’s population. Because the Jews 
followed the biblical laws about quarantine and hygiene, 
the infection and mortality rates in Jewish communities 
were substantially lower. Sadly, this led to other problems, 
as many Europeans blamed the plague on Jews. By the 
end of the century, thousands of Jews had been killed and 
more than 100 Jewish communities had been wiped out. 

Isn’t human nature horrible? Instead of considering 
why the death rate among Jews was so much lower, 
and following the example of the Jews by applying the 
biblical laws of quarantine and proper hygiene, people 
grew resentful and angry. 

The world’s response to the coronavirus has been very 
different. Over the past two months, we have witnessed 
nation after nation close borders and order its citizens 
to stay home. We have seen quarantine measures applied 
on a global scale. These haven’t been applied perfectly. 
Many were applied much too late, and many people 
simply ignored the instruction to go into quarantine. 
Still, it has been refreshing to see the world employ a 
biblical tool to fight this global disease pandemic! 

Thousands, perhaps millions, of people were saved 
from the coronavirus because people followed this 
biblical practice! 

Disease Prophesied?
The coronavirus crisis has already wiped out more than 
$2.7 trillion from the global economy. Experts worry 
that the world will experience a debilitating recession. 
Beyond the gargantuan economic and financial cost, this 
uncontrollable contagion has cast a pall of fear and alarm 
over the world. Millions of people are terrified. Many are 
hopeless. Many simply don’t know what to think. 

How should we respond to what we are witnessing? 
What is going to happen? Many are asking these questions. 

It is right to be sobered by this pandemic. God is 
trying to get our attention. The Bible clearly tells us that 
He uses catastrophes, including disease and pestilence 
epidemics, to correct mankind. There are prophecies 
showing that far worse disease outbreaks are yet ahead.

Consider the prophecy in the book of Daniel, 
which contains prophecy for “the time of the end” 
(Daniel 12:4, 9). “Yea, all Israel have transgressed Thy law, 
and have turned aside, so as not to hearken to Thy voice; 
and so there hath been poured out upon us the curse and 
the oath that is written in the Law of Moses the servant 
of God; for we have sinned against Him” (Daniel 9:11). 

“Israel” here refers primarily to America and Britain, 
but it includes the Jewish state too. Please read The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy to understand who 
comprises the descendants of ancient Israel. 

Verses 13-14 read: “As it is written in the Law of Moses, 
all this evil is come upon us; yet have we not entreated the 
favour of the Lord our God, that we might turn from 
our iniquities, and have discernment in Thy truth. And 
so the Lord hath watched over the evil, and brought it 
upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all His 
works which He hath done, and we have not hearkened 
to His voice.”

These verses teach powerful and eternal truths. 
First, when evil comes upon us, the solution must be to 
turn to God. Second, turning to God means admitting 
our sins and repenting; that is, turning away from our 
iniquities. As long as we refuse to respond this way, the 
curses will continue. 

Both Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 show that 
God uses disease to admonish mankind, and especially 
those people He has worked with closely. “The Lord 
will make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until He have 
consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest in 
to possess it. The Lord will smite thee with consumption, 
and with fever, and with inflammation, and with fiery 
heat, and with drought, and with blasting, and with 
mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish” 
(Deuteronomy 28:21-22).

Ezekiel 5 is a prophecy about the nations of America, 
Britain and the Jewish state and the terrible suffering 
that comes upon these nations before the Messiah comes. 
Verse 12 says, “A third part of thee [these three nations] 
shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they 
be consumed in the midst of thee; and a third part shall 
fall by the sword round about thee; and a third part I will 
scatter unto all the winds, and will draw out a sword after 
them.” The Hebrew word for pestilence means plague. 
The Prophet Jeremiah delivered similar warnings to the 
end-time descendants of Israel and Judah. 

The Bible is clear: God allows disease and pestilence 
epidemics to come upon us. Why? As Daniel wrote, 

“… that we might turn from our iniquities, and have 
discernment in Thy truth” (Daniel 9:13). God wants 
crises like the coronavirus to humble us, to cause us to 
seek His truth, and to change the way we live and think. 
Has the coronavirus had this effect on you?

No nation on Earth came 
close to the measures Israel 
imposed to protect itself.



Consider too the prophecy in Zechariah 6. The 
events described in this chapter unfold just prior to 
the coming of the Messiah. This passage describes four 
chariots, spirit beings with the appearance of horses, 
that have been “presenting themselves before the 
Lord” and receiving clear instructions about how they 
should proceed. They are “of heaven.” These spirits in 
Zechariah 6 originate from God’s own throne room, and 
their chariots are commanded to go “to and fro” across 
the Earth, into the four quarters (verses 5, 7).

Notice verses 2 and 3: “In the first chariot were red 
horses; and in the second chariot black horses; and 
in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth 
chariot grizzled bay horses.” The black horses here are 
a representation of the violence, famine and pestilence 
that come upon the world. 

Zechariah 6 is discussing a worldwide effort that 
will occur just prior to and during the Day of the Lord 
prophesied in Joel 2:31. Angelic beings are already 
being positioned and instructed for these catastrophic 
events! But God is in close control over exactly how much 
devastation these beings are allowed to unleash. He is not 
destroying indiscriminately: He is punishing the world 
in love and in measure—to help mankind turn from the 
paths of destruction to the way of truth and peace! God 
will allow the diseases and other afflictions represented 
by these horses to affect mankind to precisely the degree 
needed to help them repent—no more, no less.

These passages in Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah, Daniel and Zechariah are not dusty old 
prophecies. They are mostly for our time today! They 
are dramatic, dire prophecies whose fulfillment lies 
directly before us! Multiple millions of people are 
prophesied to perish from sickness and disease. What 
will it take for more people to simply believe God? 

The coronavirus is merely a glimpse of what is to 
come in the future. We should expect diseases like this 
new Wuhan coronavirus to get worse, and to eventually 
spread like medieval pandemics and kill millions of 
people. It is unlikely this specific new outbreak will 
cause such ruin, but these prophecies are sure.

The Stampede Will End!
Where is this leading? We are already experiencing 
the preliminary stages of what the Bible terms “Jacob’s 
trouble” in which one third of the populations in 

Israelitish nations will die—before being directly attacked 
by foreign enemies (Jeremiah 30:7; Ezekiel 5:1-2, 12).

The horses of Zechariah 6 are going to stampede over 
the Earth! God is already beginning to send a number 
of globe-rattling events our way! Coronavirus and 
other diseases that are breaking out today are only the 
beginning. God is determined to let the world see where 
its evil ways are leading.

We frequently emphasize in Watch Jerusalem 
and our other literature that the loving God takes no 
pleasure in seeing men suffer. It pains God to know 
that the suffering is about to get much, much worse. In 
Ezekiel 33:11, God says, “As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” 

God punishes people in the hope that they will 
repent and turn from their wicked, rebellious ways! 
He wants people to prosper and be full of health. In 
Exodus 15:26, God specifically promised the people of 
ancient Israel that if they obeyed Him, they would never 
have to suffer any diseases.

But too often the people of ancient Israel did not obey 
God. Instead, they rejected Him and His law of love. The 
same is true of the nations of modern Israel and the rest 
of the world today. So instead of prospering and being 
in health and having real, abundant life, people suffer.

This coronavirus, and all the other terrible curses 
that will continue to afflict us, is part of God’s plan to 
teach man the absolute necessity of obeying His law. 
And scripture after scripture shows that God’s plan 
will succeed!

This world, with its horrific diseases and countless 
other troubles, will soon be replaced. At His coming, the 
Messiah will accomplish what the most brilliant doctors, 
scientists and other experts have utterly failed to do: He 
will bring lasting peace and perfect health to all men, 
women and children. Deadly diseases like the Wuhan 
coronavirus, typhus, bubonic plague, tuberculosis and 
all others will vanish and never return.

We must remember that God is accomplishing 
something wonderful and positive through the 
coronavirus.  He sends these angelic beings out with 
specific jobs, all in preparation for the Day of the 
Lord and the coming of the Messiah! God is already 
preparing for that crisis of crises! n
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The world is terrified and panicking. But if you take the right actions,  
you can have peace and hope. To learn what you can do to survive the  
coronavirus crisis, read our article at watchJerusalem.co.il/go/coronavirus.

How to survive the coronavirus crisis
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EVIDENCE  
EXODUS?

Does archaeology support the biblical account 
of Israel’s sojourn in Egypt and the Exodus? 

By Christopher Eames
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I t’s that time of year. Across the world, 
Jewish families are sharing stories about Moses, 
the 10 plagues and Israel’s march through the 
Red Sea. The chief source of all these stories is 
the Bible, which gives a wonderfully detailed 

account of Israel’s sojourn in Egypt and the Exodus. 
But how accurate is the biblical record? What does 

archaeology tell us about the Israelites in Egypt?
Archaeologists and scholars provide varying answers. 

“Really, it’s a myth,” says Dr. Zahi Hawass. Archaeologist 
Philippe Bohstrom disagrees. For Haaretz, he wrote, 

“Were Hebrews Ever Slaves in 
Ancient Egypt? Yes.” Three days 
later, Haaretz posted an article by 
archaeology correspondent Ariel 
David titled “For You Were (Not) 
Slaves in Egypt.” 

“The whole subject of the Exodus 
is embarrassing to archaeologists,” 
wrote Stephen Rosenberg in a 
2014 Jerusalem Post article. “The 
Exodus is so fundamental to us and 
our Jewish sources that it is embar-
rassing that there is no evidence 
outside of the Bible to support 
it.” Apparently, archaeologists 
dislike questions about the Exodus 
because, Rosenberg says, “there is 
nothing in the Egyptian records to 
support it. Nothing on the slavery 
of the Israelites, nothing on the 
plagues that persuaded Pharaoh to let them go, nothing 
on the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea, nothing.”

Sounds like a closed case. But is it? Is there really “no 
evidence outside of the Bible” of the Israelites’ presence 
in Egypt? 

Consider the Evidence
There is no denying that the search for evidence of the 
Exodus is a challenge. There are a few primary reasons 
for this. 

First, the Israelites during this period were initially 
slaves and then nomads. Both demographics are ghosts 
to the archaeological record. Second, Egyptian history 
was recorded by the pharaohs, who were notoriously 
biased. The pharaohs never admitted defeats and 
were known to erase and rewrite history, especially 
anything that reflected negatively on their legacy. Third, 
only a small slice of ancient Egypt has been excavated. 
Furthermore, the land of Goshen—the region of the 
ancient Israelites in Egypt—is in the Nile Delta, which 
floods regularly, causing the destruction of ancient 
buildings and documents.

Despite these challenges, however, there is evidence 
in support the biblical record. 

Readers will be familiar with the biblical account of 
Joseph being sold into Egyptian slavery, interpreting 
dreams, and eventually becoming second-in-command 
over Egypt. This history is recorded in Genesis 
chapters 39 through 45. Eventually, Joseph’s extended 
family (an entourage of at least 70, led by the patriarch 
Jacob) migrated from Canaan and settled in Egypt. They 
were welcomed by the pharaoh and became established 
as herdsmen in the fertile land of Goshen—a significant 

northern territory of the Nile Delta 
(Genesis 47:1-11). With Egypt’s food 
stores, they were able to survive the 
seven-year famine plaguing Egypt 
and the Levant at the time. 

According to biblical chronology, 
this history, beginning with the 
migration of Jacob and his family, 
occurred around 1700 b.c.e. (see 
Exodus 12:40-41; Genesis 15:13; 12:1, 
9-10; Galatians 3:16-17). What does 
Egyptian history record about this 
period? 

Evidence of such migration is 
clearly documented on ancient 
Egyptian inscriptions (e.g. the 
Turin King List) and wall art, and 
demonstrated by archaeological 
excavations in the Nile Delta 
area. Evidence shows specific 

immigrations into Egypt from the land of Canaan up to 
and during the 1700s b.c.e. These Semitic immigrants 
settled in the area of the Nile Delta and coexisted along-
side the native Egyptian 13th Dynasty, forming what is 
known as the 14th Dynasty. This period of coexistence 
is marked by a general decline in native Egyptian power, 
which scholars attribute to famine or plague (based on 
Middle Kingdom texts referencing famine-like events, 
and general instability).

Among other sources, the Turin King List and 
third-century b.c.e. Egyptian historian Manetho both 
document that around the start of the 17th century b.c.e. 
a “provincial ruling family” of these East Semitic 
migrants established a new and powerful independent 
dynasty over northern Egypt. Called the Hyksos, this 
new ruling class formed the 15th Dynasty of Egypt and 
ruled autonomously in this area for a century and a half. 

During this period, Egypt was essentially split in two. 
Southern Egypt, known as “Upper Egypt,” was ruled from 
Thebes by the native Egyptian dynasty. Northern Egypt, 
known as “Lower Egypt,” was ruled by the Hyksos from 
the city of Avaris. Egyptian history shows that the Hyksos 
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held the upper hand during this period, known as the 
Second Intermediate Period (circa 1700–1550 b.c.e.).

Avaris served as the capital for these “Semites,” also 
known as “West Asiatics” (a term referring to peoples 
of the Levant), of the 14th and 15th dynasties. This city 
was located within the Nile Delta (the modern site Tell 
el-Dab’a). The name of this city is interesting: It is close 
to the root word for “Hebrew,” avar, meaning to pass 
over, cross over, alienate—as a wanderer or nomad. In 
the 17th century b.c.e., Avaris became the “largest city 
in the world.” Archaeological excavations at this site 
have revealed housing styles similar to that of Canaan, 
along with Levantine-style weapons and pottery. They 
also found sacrificial remains notably excluding pig, 
leading excavators to speculate that some kind of 

“kosher” system was in place. Large food-storage silos 
were also discovered at the site.

The Jewish historian Josephus believed these 
Hyksos were the biblical Israelites. He interpreted 
the name Hyksos as being derived from the Egyptian 
phrase hekw shasu, meaning shepherd kings. Manetho 
also described the Hyksos as shepherds. Modern 
scholars have reinterpreted the etymology of “Hyksos” 
as “foreign rulers,” (translated from heqa-khase), yet 
the parallel with the biblical account—of Semitic 
immigration and large-scale establishment in Egypt’s 
Nile Delta—remains evident. 

Reign of the Hyksos
Among the early Semitic leaders recorded in Egyptian 
history, one is especially noteworthy. His name is 
Yacob-har (“Yacob” is equivalent to the anglicized 

“Jacob”). Twenty-seven scaraboid seals bearing the 
name of this still somewhat-obscure leader have been 
found throughout Egypt and in Canaan. The dating of 
these seals is still debated, but some evidence indicates 
that they date to the 17th century b.c.e. Could this have 
been the biblical patriarch Jacob, on the scene in both 
Egypt and Canaan at this time? The word “har” is a 
Hebrew-Semitic word for hill, mount or mountain. This 
word is connected with Jacob several times in the Bible 
(Genesis 31:25, 54; Isaiah 2:3). The name Yacob-har could 
thus mean something akin to “Jacob’s mount.” 

The Bible says Jacob was a highly respected leader 
in Egypt, as well as in Canaan. When he died, he 
underwent a 40-day embalming process and was 
mourned by the Egyptians for 70 days (Genesis 50:1-3; 
this 70-day mummification-to-burial process, including 
40 days of packing and preserving the internal organs 
and body, was well known in ancient Egypt).

A doorjamb inscription discovered by archaeologists 
in ancient Avaris reveals the name of another such 
Semitic ruler: Sakir-har. “Sakir” means reward. This 

name has a close parallel to one of Jacob’s sons, Issachar 
(or “Ish-Sakir”), meaning “there is a reward.”

There was a time when historians believed the 
Hyksos swept into Egypt as violent Semitic invaders 
during the Second Intermediate Period. This view was 
based on ancient Egyptian “propaganda” sources and 
has since changed. Today, many scholars believe the 
Hyksos steadily settled over an ever expanding territory, 
gradually growing in power. “If you study ‘fake news’ 
from ancient Egypt, you would consider the Hyksos a 
band of nasty, marauding outsiders who invaded and 
then brutally ruled the Nile Delta until heroic kings 
expelled them,” wrote Egyptologist Danielle Candelora 
in an article for the American Research Center in Egypt. 

“In fact, the Hyksos had a more diplomatic impact, 
contributing to progress in culture ….” 

Candelora’s article explores the major social, 

T here are two primary schools of thought on 
the date of the Exodus. One believes the Exodus 
occurred in the 15th century B.C.E.; the other 

believes it occurred in the 13th century B.C.E.
The first view is based on biblical chronology. The 

Bible records many genealogies and events, some of 
which can be aligned with secular events recorded in 

Dating the 
Exodus

Gary Dorning/Watch Jerusalem
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It is possible that the ruling Hyksos 15th Dynasty 
included people of different Semitic backgrounds, not 
exclusively Hebrew—but that they governed over a 
significant Israelite population perhaps established by 
the initial 14th Dynasty rulers from Canaan. Whatever 
the case, the Bible does describe that at the time of 
the Exodus, a “mixed multitude” left Egypt with the 
Israelites (Exodus 12:38). The wider picture of large-
scale Semitic dominance in Second Intermediate Egypt 
fits perfectly with the biblical account.

Overthrow of the Hyksos
Kamose was the last of the Theban pharaohs, reigning 
at the very end of the Second Intermediate Period 
(mid-16th century b.c.e.). Kamose attempted to 
persuade his fellow Theban counselors to back him in 

“saving Egypt” from the stain of having foreign rulers 
over Lower Egypt, and in reclaiming the Nile Delta as 
Egyptian territory. 

Revealingly, Kamose’s advisers argued that the 
status quo with the Hyksos was favorable and should 
be preserved. This history was recorded on Kamose’s 
Carnarvon Tablet, discovered in 1908 in a mortuary 
complex near Luxor, on the west bank of the Nile: “Then 
spake the magistrates of his council: … We are doing 
all right with our [part of] Egypt …. Their free land is 
cultivated for us, and our cattle graze in the Delta fens, 
while corn is sent for our pigs. Our cattle have not been 
seized and have not been tasted …. Only when one 
comes who [acts against us] should we act against him.”

Pharaoh Kamose was not convinced. His quest to 
unite Egypt is similar to what the Bible records about 
an unnamed biblical “king” of Egypt who arose and 

“knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, ‘Behold, 
the people of the children of Israel are too many and 
too mighty for us; come, let us deal wisely with them …” 
(Exodus 1:8-10).

Egyptian history shows that Kamose’s quest to 
reunite Upper and Lower Egypt was carried out with 
partial success. Significant territorial gains were made 
in subjugating the Hyksos. But it was his successor, 
Ahmose i, who finally overthrew the Hyksos dynasty 
circa 1550, uniting all of Egypt under his rule and 
beginning the opulent New Kingdom period.

Manetho recorded that, following their defeat, some 
240,000 Hyksos were driven out of the land into Sinai; 
they were chased all the way into the Levant, where they 

“built a city in that country which is now called Judea … 
and called it Jerusalem.”

Was this event the biblical Exodus? Josephus 
believed it was. But a 1550 defeat and routing is about 
a century too early for the biblical Exodus. Moreover, 
archaeological evidence does not attest to such a defeat 

historical documents. Putting together the Bible and 
ancient secular history, it is possible to fix a reasonably 
solid date for the construction of Solomon’s temple: 
circa 967 B.C.E. 1 Kings 6:1 states that the Israelites 
left Egypt 480 years prior to this date, putting the 
Exodus around 1447 B.C.E. This date matches other 
scriptures, such as Jephthah’s speech about how long 
the Israelites were in the land during the period of the 
judges (Judges 11:26). 

The belief that the Exodus occurred in the 13th 
century B.C.E. is based on the interpretation of 
select archaeological evidence. A number of sites 
across Israel have destruction layers dating to the 
13th century. Some archaeologists believe these 
destruction layers represent the Israelite conquest 
of the Promised Land following their departure from 
Egypt. Further, Exodus 1:11 says the Israelites built a city 
in Egypt named Ramses. Pharaoh Ramses II (popularly 
considered the pharaoh of the Exodus) reigned during 
the 13th century and built the city Pi-Ramesses.

However, there are other explanations for both 
the 13th-century destruction layers and the city of 
“Ramses.” The 13th-century destruction layers in 
Canaan fit easily within the brutal biblical judges 
period. Additionally, pinning the Exodus to the 13th 
century overlooks 15th-to-14th-century destruction 
layers discovered at specific post-Exodus sites whose 
destruction is mentioned in the Bible. 

As for the city “Ramses,” the Bible actually 
mentions this location during the days of the patriarch 
Jacob, many centuries before its construction 
(Genesis 47:11). It is, then, clearly used as an 
anachronistic name for an earlier site. 

economic and cultural impact of the Hyksos on Egypt. 
“Tell el-Dab’a [Avaris] was a culturally blended community 
featuring intermarriage and peaceful coexistence,” she 
wrote. “Several West Asian individuals were even officials 
for [native Egyptian] kings, overseeing trade in the Near 
East and lucrative mining expeditions to the Sinai 
Peninsula. Rather than an ‘invasion,’ it appears that as the 
centralized authority of Egyptian kings declined, elites at 
Tell el-Dab’a increased their local power until, by a coup 
or simply a slow, peaceful process, they took the Heka 
Khasut [Hyksos] title and became kings in their own right.”

Were these Hyksos identical with the Hebrews? The 
fact that they initially dominated the greater territory 
of Egypt fits with the biblical account: “And the children 
of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land 
was filled with them” (Exodus 1:7). 
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and destruction. According to Candelora, “[N]o solid 
evidence supports such destruction [in 1550].” So, what 
exactly happened?

Candelora continued: “Instead, archaeological 
material at Tell el-Dab’a indicates a West Asian popu-
lation continued to live there into the New Kingdom, 
raising questions about how many people were actually 
expelled.” She cites later Egyptian writings that mock 
the Hyksos, proving that at least some Hyksos remained 
in Egypt. 

Perhaps a better explanation, then, is that the 
northern Semites of Egypt simply lost their ruling 
autonomy in the mid-16th century—and logic would 
dictate that the new ruler, Ahmose i, would requisition 
them as slaves in starting what is now called a “golden 
age” of Egyptian empire—the New kingdom. As Biblical 
Archaeology Society contributor Noah Wiener wrote, 

“The expulsion of the Hyksos may not have been a single 
event …. After the Hyksos were defeated by Ahmose, 
some Hyksos people likely remained in Egypt, perhaps 
as a subjugated class. The Egyptian Queen Hatshepsut 
(1489–1469 b.c.e.) recorded the banishment of a group 
of Asiatics from Avaris, the former Hyksos capital” 
(March 2013). Such subjugation would be consistent 
with the first chapter of Exodus, which records the 
mass population put into slavery. 

But what about Manetho’s exodus? Can that be 
explained? In fact, Manetho does record a later 

“exodus”—in connections with the Exodus—one that 
appears to fit even more closely with the biblical 
account (more on this further down). The actual 
expulsion of the Hyksos may better relate to this later 
event.

The book of Exodus describes how the enslaved 
Israelites undertook vast construction work for the 
new Egyptian ruler. This fits with the archaeological 
record, which shows that after consolidating control 

over all Egypt, Pharaoh Ahmose initiated massive 
nationwide construction projects designed to 
reinvigorate Egyptian nationalism. At Avaris, he had a 
new palace constructed—the same location that would 
later be incorporated into an even larger city known 
as Pi-Ramesses (Exodus 1:11). These monumental 
construction efforts were continued by a series of 
succeeding pharaohs.

Egyptian Slavery
The biblical record describes the harsh physical 
conditions the Israelites endured as slaves in Egypt. Many 
details of their slavery have parallels in archaeological 
discoveries.

First, slavery in Egypt during the middle-second 
millennium b.c.e. is well attested. The Bible records that 
one of the primary tasks of the Israelites was making 
bricks. A famous wall painting in the tomb of the 
15th-century b.c.e. vizier Rekhmire, discovered in the 
early 1800s, shows a force of Semitic slaves, young and 
old, making bricks. The inscription accompanying this 
wall painting reads: “[T]he very numerous […] building 
with ready fingers, skilled in his duty, causing vigilance 
among the [conquered] who hear the sayings of this 
official …. The taskmaster, he says to the builders: ‘The 
rod is in my hand; be not idle.’ … Laying the brick, in 
order to build the storehouse anew …. Let your hands 
build, ye people. Let us do the pleasure of this official in 
restoring the monuments of his lord ….”

Compare this Egyptian inscription with the biblical 
record. The book of Exodus reads: “[A]nd they built 
for Pharaoh store-cities …. So they made the people of 
Israel serve with rigor, and made their lives bitter with 
hard service, in mortar and brick …. And the foremen 
of the people of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters 
had set over them, were beaten …. [H]e said, ‘You are 
idle, you are idle …’” (Exodus 1:11, 13-14; 5:14, 17; Revised 
Standard Version).

Exodus 1:15 records the name of a Hebrew slave-
midwife, Shiphrah. This Semitic name was found 
on an ancient slave list (now called the Brooklyn 
Papyrus), discovered on the antiquities market around 
1890. Although it is unlikely that these are the same 
individuals (the Brooklyn Shiphrah appears to predate 
the biblical Shiphrah by about a century), it does attest 
to the presence of this Semitic name among slaves in 
ancient Egypt.

Another interesting detail corroborated by an 
ancient record is found in Numbers 11:5, which states 
that the Israelite slaves were fed leeks and onions. Fifth-
century b.c.e. historian Herodotus wrote of viewing an 
ancient pyramid inscription on his tours of Egypt that 
detailed a menu of leeks and onions for the workmen.

A wall painting in the tomb of Rekhmire 
shows Semitic slaves making bricks.

public domain
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A Leader ‘Born of Water’
Moses is one of the most famous figures in the Bible. As 
an infant, he was set adrift on the Nile to escape being 
killed by the Egyptians. Rescued by a royal princess, 
Moses was raised within the Egyptian courts. He 
eventually realized the plight of his people and was used 
by God to deliver the Israelites out of Egypt. 

According to traditional chronology, Moses 
would have been born in the late 16th century b.c.e. 
Exodus 2:10 records that the name “Moses” (“Moshe” 
in Hebrew) was given to the infant by the Egyptian 
princess because, as she said, “I drew him out of the 
water.” The names Moses, Mosis, Moshe, Mose are 
interchangeable. This is a word of Egyptian origin, 
meaning to be “drawn” or “born”; in Moses’s case, born 
of water. This Egyptian name element is common, 
especially during the relevant 16th to 15th centuries 
b.c.e., fitting alongside contemporary Egyptian royalty 
such as Tuthmose, or Tuthmosis, “born of Tuth”; 
Ahmose; Amenmose; Ramose; Kamose; Wadjmose; etc. 
It is also known as a standalone name. 

Osarseph and the Exodus
Manetho’s later “exodus” account is that of Osarseph. 
According to Manetho, Osarseph was an ancient 
Egyptian priest who turned renegade against the 
Egyptian Pharaoh Amenophis (the Greek form of 
Amenhotep). Osarseph came to lead an army of 80,000 
slaves—characterized by Manetho as “lepers,” who 
were established at Avaris—telling them to forsake the 
Egyptian gods. 

Manetho related that Osarseph drove Amenophis 
into Ethiopian exile. Finally, Amenophis returned, 
rising up to overthrow Osarseph, his followers and his 
Hyksos allies. Pharaoh Amenophis chased them east 
out of Egypt “and pursued them as far as the bounds of 
Syria.” Josephus quoted Manetho as saying, “Osarseph 
changed his name and called himself Moses.”

Some scholars believe this story is fictional, that 
it is some kind of remembrance of trauma during the 
16th-century Hyksos period or the 14th-century Amarna 
period. Manetho was known for exaggerating accounts 
and genealogies—and a pro-Egyptian, anti-Semitic bias 
is evident: “Lepers” is understood to mean a denigration 
of foreign slaves, rather than a literal physical condition. 
But no evidence exists that this account is fictional and 
should be dismissed wholesale. What if it really was a 
memory of an actual event that occurred during the 
mid-15th century b.c.e.?

Several elements in Manetho’s much-dramatized 
story fit with the biblical account of the Exodus. 
Even an Ethiopian element loosely connects: Jewish 

F or the unnamed pharaoh of the Exodus to be 
identified, he must fit a number of parameters. 
He must not have been a firstborn, for he 

survived the 10th plague, which killed all the Egyptian 
firstborn (Exodus 12:30). His successor must not have 
been a firstborn, for his heir died during this same event. 
And he must have died in the Red Sea (Exodus 14:5-7, 
28; Psalm 106:11), making it impossible for his body to 
undergo the usual ceremonial mummification process.

Amenhotep II is a good possibility. If we adhere to 
high Egyptian chronology, he would have been on the 
throne during the years up to and including a circa-
1447 Exodus. He was not the firstborn son of his father, 
Tuthmose III. Amenhotep’s own firstborn son died as 
a young boy. The 15th-century B.C.E. vizier Rekhmire, 
whose tomb walls display images of slaves making 
bricks, served under this pharaoh. Amenhotep II is 
known to have maliciously denigrated Semites, warned 
about magicians, and taken revenge on the memory of 
his step-grandmother, the famous “Egyptian princess” 
Hatshepsut. These are all tantalizing connections to 
the biblical Exodus.

The question remains: How could Amenhotep II be 
the pharaoh of the Exodus, seeing that his mummified 
body has been discovered? According to Prof. William 
Shea, some material evidence suggests that a stand-in 
pharaoh, taking the same name, may have taken up the 
position of a fallen Amenhotep. If so, this could have 
been the man buried and mummified as Amenhotep II. 
Such an action to hide the ignominious fate of the 
real pharaoh would maintain a facade of continuous 
Egyptian power to neighboring countries. And it would 
fit Manetho’s narrative of Amenophis “successfully” 
chasing the leper-slaves all the way up into the Levant, 
rather than being cut short at the Red Sea.

Amenhotep II 
Pharaoh of the Exodus?
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Indeed, the 
river is blood, yet 

men drink of it.

[A]nd all the waters 
that were in the 
river were turned 
to blood.
Exodus 7:20

Indeed, 
[hearts] are 

violent, pestilence 
is throughout 

the land, blood 
is everywhere, 

death is not 
lacking …. 

Surely now I had 
put forth My hand, 
and smitten thee 
and thy people 
with pestilence ….
Exodus 9:15 
[A]nd there 
shall be blood 
throughout all the 
land of Egypt ….
Exodus 7:19

Indeed, 
magic spells are 

divulged; smw- 
and shnw-spells 

are frustrated 
because they are 

remembered  
by men.

And the magicians 
did so with their 
secret arts to bring 
forth gnats, but 
they could not …. 
Then the magicians 
said unto Pharaoh: 
‘This is the finger 
of God’ …. And the 
magicians could 
not stand before 
Moses ….
Exodus 8:14-15; 9:11

Indeed, all 
animals, their 
hearts weep; 

cattle moan 
because of the 

state of the land ….

[B]ehold, the hand 
of the LORD is upon 
thy cattle which 
are in the field, 
upon the horses, 
upon the asses, 
upon the camels, 
upon the herds, 
and upon the 
flocks; there shall 
be a very grievous 
murrain.
Exodus 9:3

Behold, the 
fire has gone up 

on high …. Indeed, 
gates, columns 

and walls are  
burned up …. 

[A]nd fire ran down 
unto the earth …. 
So there was hail, 
and fire flashing 
up amidst the hail, 
very grievous ….
Exodus 9:23-24

EVIDENCE  
OF THE 10 
PLAGUES?

Many scholars view the biblical account of the 10 plagues of 
Egypt as fiction. But a remarkable manuscript from ancient 
Egypt records events that align extraordinarily well with the 
events surrounding Israel’s exodus from Egypt. 

The Ipuwer Papyrus, also known as the "Admonitions of Ipuwer," 
was written by the royal scribe Ipuwer and describes a time 
of terrible starvation, drought, death and violent upheavals in 
ancient Egypt. The lengthy scroll dates to circa 13th century 
B.C.E. but is known to be a copy of an earlier manuscript. The 
dating of the original is unknown; dates for its compilation range 
from the early 20th century B.C.E. to the 15th century B.C.E.—
the latter matching more closely with the date of the Exodus. 

Consider the following statements from the Ipuwer Papyrus 
and compare them with the biblical text.

Ipuwer  
Papyrus

the holy  
bible

10 watch jerusalem CC BY-SA 3.0/wiki commons/Philip De Vere



[T]owns are 
destroyed and 

Upper [southern] 
Egypt has become 

an empty waste.

And I will set apart 
in that day the 
land of Goshen 
[northern Egypt], in 
which My people 
dwell, that no 
swarms of flies shall 
be there …. Only in 
the land of Goshen, 
where the children 
of Israel were, was 
there no hail.
Exodus 8:18; 9:26

Indeed, 
everywhere 

barley has 
perished …. 

And the flax and 
the barley were 
smitten ….
Exodus 9:31

The land is 
without light ….

[A]nd there was a 
thick darkness in 
all the land of Egypt 
three days. 
Exodus 10:22

Indeed, men 
are few, and 

he who places 
his brother in 
the ground is 

everywhere ….

[T]here was not a 
house where there 
was not one dead. 
Exodus 12:30

Indeed, every 
dead person is 
as a well-born 

man …. Indeed, 
the children 

of princes are 
dashed against 

walls ….

[T]he LORD smote 
all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, 
from the first-
born of Pharaoh 
that sat on his 
throne unto the 
first-born of the 
captive …. 
Exodus 12:29

Indeed, 
laughter is 

perished … it is 
groaning that is 

throughout  
the land …. 

[A]nd there was a 
great cry in Egypt; 
for there was not a 
house where there 
was not one dead. 
Exodus 12:30

After the final plague, the Egyptians demanded that the Israelites leave, even 
offering them personal belongings and treasures. The Bible says the Israelites 
took the wealth of Egypt and departed with a “high hand.” This too is reflected in 
the Ipuwer text.

Indeed, poor 
men have become 
owners of wealth, 
and he who could 
not make sandals 
for himself is now 

a possessor of 
riches …. 

And the children 
of Israel … asked 
of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and 
raiment.
Exodus 12:35

Indeed, 
gold and lapis 

lazuli, silver 
and turquoise 

… are strung 
on the necks of 

maidservants …. 

[E]very woman 
[borrowed] of her 
neighbour, jewels 
of silver, and jewels 
of gold.
Exodus 11:2

Indeed, 
noblemen are  

in distress,  
while the poor 

man is full of joy.

[F]or the children 
of Israel went out 
with a high hand.
Exodus 14:8

Behold, he who 
did not know his 

god now offers to 
him with incense 

of another ….

[B]y My name 
Yahweh I made Me 
not known to them. 

… And Moses said 
[to Pharaoh]: ‘Thou 
must also give into 
our hand sacrifices 
and burnt-offerings, 
that we may 
sacrifice unto the 
LORD our God.
Exodus 6:3; 10:25

‘Spoiling’ the Egyptians

“What the ancestors foretold has arrived,” 
Ipuwer wrote near the start of his scroll. 
Indeed, the events leading up to the Exodus 
had been foretold to Abraham, some 500 
years earlier (Genesis 15). This prophecy 
was circulated among the pre-slavery 
Israelites living in Egypt (Genesis 50:24-25).

In the latter part of his papyrus scroll, 
Ipuwer inserted an interesting thought, 
hinting at a reason for the carnage that 
came upon the land:

“He brings coolness upon heat; men say: 
He is the herdsman of mankind, and there 
is no evil in his heart. Though his herds are 
few, yet he spends a day to collect them, 
their hearts being on fire. Would that he 
had perceived their nature in the first 
generation; then he would have imposed 
obstacles, he would have stretched out his 
arm against them, he would have destroyed 
their herds and their heritage.”

This sounds remarkably like the arrival 
of Jacob, his 12 sons and extended family to 
Egypt. They were welcomed in peacefully as 
herdsmen and given the land of Goshen to 
raise their livestock (Genesis 46:34). It’s as 
if Ipuwer were saying, If only the pharaoh 
who had allowed them into the country 
had prevented them from establishing 
themselves—if only he had destroyed their 
herds and heritage! They would not have 
multiplied in our land and caused such 
curses to come upon us.

And could the Ipuwer Papyrus even 
contain a reference to Moses? “Behold, 
Egypt is fallen to pouring of water, and 
he who poured water on the ground has 
carried off the strong man in misery.” One 
of the miracles designated to “prove” God 
had chosen Moses was a “pouring of water.” 
Exodus 4:9: “[I]f they will not believe … 
neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou 
shalt take of the water of the river, and 
pour it upon the dry land: and the water … 
shall become blood ….” Ipuwer could have 
referred to such a miracle as the harbinger 
to Egypt’s destruction—“Egypt is fallen to 
pouring of water”—as well as this individual 

“carrying off the strong man in misery,” 
perhaps referring to what happened to 
Pharaoh himself.

The Blame Game
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W hen it comes to archaeology in Israel, 
too many archaeologists and journalists seem 
to have one overarching goal: disprove the 

Bible. Too often it seems as if the Bible is on trial, and 
journalists, and even some scientists, are using the 
archaeological evidence to prosecute it for fraud. 

This is surprising, considering archaeology is 
supposedly a science, which means there is less 
room for biased interpretation. The truth is, however, 
archaeology is as much art as it is science. While the 
science of archaeology is straightforward and unbiased, 
the way that archaeologists interpret the coins 

and pottery shards, the walls and fills, is subjective. 
Conclusions are shaped by the beliefs and values of 
the archaeologist. Furthermore, the evidence and its 
interpretation by scientists is then interpreted and 
reported by journalists, who also filter it through their 
beliefs, values and biases.

This is why archaeologists and journalists, using 
exactly the same data, will sometimes draw diamet-
rically opposite conclusions. Sadly, it is now all too 
common for these conclusions to reflect a strong bias 
against the Bible. 

Bias in archaeological reporting is not new. On the 

Uncovering  
the Truth

The world of archaeological reporting is full of ‘fake news.’  
Here’s how to sort the truth from the fiction.

By Brent Nagtegaal

CC BY 2.0/flickr/Capture The Uncapturable



March-april 2020 13

one hand, if you believed everything published over 
the past 30 years, you would believe that Noah’s ark 
has been discovered (not once, but four times and in 
three different countries), that chariot wheels from 
Pharaoh’s army were seen at the bottom of the Red Sea, 
and that King Solomon’s navy sailed all the way to the 
Americas to mine precious metals. On the other hand, 
if you believed the biblical minimalists, you would 
think that King David never existed, that the united 
monarchy itself never existed, and that Jerusalem was 
an irrelevant town even 200 years after the Bible says 
David conquered it. All of these contradictory claims 
have been made by highly esteemed academics.

Those interested in the truth face an exasperating 
dilemma: How can we separate the true from the false? 
How can we know whether a discovery really proves or 
disproves the Bible?

To learn how to sort “fake news” from truth in the 
world of biblical archaeology, let’s consider the example 
of Tel Motza, where archaeologists have recently 
discovered a 3,000-year-old temple. Situated four 
miles northwest of ancient Jerusalem, this discovery 
produced a wave of media coverage, much of it negative 
toward the Bible.

The key article on Tel Motza was published in 
the January issue of Biblical Archaeology Review. 
Titled “Another Temple in Judah!”, the article was 
written by Shua Kisilevitz and Oded Lipschits, the 
two archaeologists responsible for excavating the 
site. According to the authors, the temple at Tel Motza 

“apparently stood, operated and welcomed worshipers 
through most of the Iron Age ii, from its establishment 
around 900 b.c.e. until its demise sometime toward the 
end of the Iron Age (early sixth century b.c.e.).” 

The discovery of a “temple” outside of Jerusalem 
during this time period raises some important 
questions. “What is a temple doing at Tel Motza during 
this period, when the Bible says the only temple in 
Judah was in Jerusalem?” asked Kisilevitz and Lipschits. 
According to these archaeologists, and the many 
journalists who have perpetuated this claim, the fact 
that a temple has been discovered outside of Jerusalem 
undermines the biblical record, thereby calling into 
question the Bible. “Ancient Place of Worship Found 
Near Jerusalem Challenges Assumptions About First 
Temple,” headlined Haaretz’s article on the discovery. 
The Daily Mail wrote, “Iron Age Temple Discovered 
at Tel Motza Near Jerusalem Calls Into Question the 
Biblical Claim That Solomon’s Temple Was the Only 
Temple in the Ancient Kingdom of Judah.”

Let’s analyze this claim, and similar questions of 
whether the archaeological discovery matches the Bible, 
by following a simple procedure.

Step One 
Get the Facts
The first thing to do when considering a claim such as 
this is to strip the argument down to the facts. Most 
of the time, regardless of the personal bias of the 
archaeologists, the raw facts of the discovery do not 
change and are incontrovertible. The most important 
facts include what was discovered, the dating of the 
discovery, and the location of the discovery. 

Using the facts publicly available, here is what we 
know about the Motza temple. 

First, Kisilevitz and Lipschits uncovered large grain 
silos built into the earth prior to the construction of 
a large building, of which only the northern and part 
of the southern walls have been discovered. Some of 
these silos date to the Iron iia period (10th to early 9th 
centuries b.c.e.), and one silo was discovered directly 
under the large building. 

Second, east of the building entrance is a large 
courtyard. Inside the courtyard, the archaeologists 
uncovered an altar, some broken idols and other 
religious ritual paraphernalia. We know too that the 
courtyard had four phases of use, the first of which 
began sometime during the 10th century b.c.e. (during 
which there was a cultic assemblage). During the second 
phase, the courtyard was covered with dirt and sealed 
with plaster. While the courtyard continued to be used 
throughout Iron Age ii, the cultic items were not found 
attached to the second, third or fourth phases of use. 
Archaeologists are still unsure what happened to end 
the fourth phase of its use. These are the established 
facts, as presented by the archaeologists themselves. 

In summary, Tel Motza exhibits a cultic religious 
space that was used from the 10th century to around 
the sixth century b.c.e. 

With the basic facts established, it is time for the 
next step. 

Israel Antiquities 
Authority archaeologist 
Anna Ririkh displays a 
clay figurine from Tel 
Motza near Jerusalem, 
which was used for 
religious rituals.
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Step Two  
Consult the Biblical Text
This is where mistakes are easily made, and where bias 
tends to creep in. When considering what the Bible says, 
it is extremely important to put aside preconceived 
notions of what you think the text says about the subject 
and read what the Bible actually says. 

With Tel Motza, the authors tell us that the Bible 
claims there was only one religious temple in Judah, 
and that it was at Jerusalem. “What is a temple doing 
at Tel Motza during this period,” they ask, “when the 
Bible says the only temple in Judah was in Jerusalem?!” 
Is this correct? Kisilevitz and Lipschits did not cite any 
scriptures to support this conclusion. 

It is true that the biblical record reveals there was 
one true temple, and that this temple was in Jerusalem. 
However, the Bible plainly records that many kings 
of Judah constructed shrines and places of cultic 
religious worship outside of Jerusalem. In fact, there are 
numerous examples of false religious sites being built 
all across Judah. 

Take King Solomon, who was responsible for 
building the first temple. The Bible says that Solomon 
also built a place to sacrifice to false gods on the Mount 
of Olives: “Then did Solomon build a high place for 
Chemosh the detestation of Moab, in the mount that 
is before Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestation of 
the children of Ammon” (1 Kings 11:7). 2 Kings 23:13-14 
record that this specific location was not destroyed until 
the time of King Josiah, 300 years later. 

The English phrase “high place” comes from the 
Hebrew bamah (plural bamot). Though the word is 
associated with hills, there are also instances in the 
Bible where these religious shrines were located in 
valleys or inside cities (1 Kings 13:32; 2 Kings 17:29; 23:5; 
Jeremiah 7:31). Additionally, bamot often had buildings 
associated with them (1 Kings 12:31; 2 Kings 17:29; 23:19). 
Perhaps the Motza “temple” was one of these “houses of 
the high places” (2 Kings 17:32). 

King Solomon’s son Rehoboam also worshiped 
foreign gods and built places of cultic worship outside 
Jerusalem: “And Judah did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord …. For they also built them high places, 
and pillars, and Asherim, on every high hill, and under 
every leafy tree” (1 Kings 14:22-23). Have Kisilevitz and 
Lipschits uncovered a false temple constructed by King 
Rehoboam? To this day, there are still plenty of leafy 
trees in the Motza area.

The Bible says that King Asa, during the beginning of 
the ninth century b.c.e., removed idols and attempted 
to purge Judah of sin. But Asa didn’t destroy the places 
of false worship. “And Asa did that which was right in 

the eyes of the Lord, as did David his father. And he put 
away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the 
idols that his fathers had made. … But the high places 
were not taken away;” (1 Kings 15:11-12, 14). 

The Bible also specifies that Asa’s son Jehoshaphat 
restricted idolatry as well, but that he too allowed 
the people to worship and sacrifice outside of 
Jerusalem. “And he walked in all the way of Asa his 
father … howbeit the high places were not taken away; 
the people still sacrificed and offered in the high places” 
(1 Kings 22:43-44). The Bible records that kings Jehoram, 
Uzziah and Jehoash, among others, also allowed these 
pagan places of religious worship to continue.

The truth is, all of Judah’s kings apart from King 
Hezekiah and King Josiah allowed cultic sites to exist 
throughout Judah. Kings Joash and Ahaz actually 
closed down the temple in Jerusalem and built their 
own places of worship across Judah (2 Chronicles 24:18; 
28:24-25). Some of these kings, including Asa and 
Amaziah, destroyed the idols but did not break down 
the buildings attached to their worship. King Hezekiah 
destroyed places of cultic worship, but these were 
promptly rebuilt after his death by his son Manasseh 
(2 Chronicles 31:1; 33:3). It wasn’t until the arrival of King 
Josiah in the seventh century b.c.e. that cultic sites in 
Judah were finally destroyed. 

When you carefully consider the biblical record, 
you find that it actually chronicles the opposite of what 
Kisilevitz and Lipschits concluded. While there was 
only one true temple in Judah during the Iron Age ii 
period, places of false religious worship were common 
across the kingdom! 

Aerial photo of the 
temple at Motza 
at the end of the 

2013 excavation

P. Partouche, SkyView
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Step Three  
Compare Facts With the Bible
In their Biblical Archaeology Review article, Kisilevitz 
and Lipschits claim that their discoveries at Tel Motza 
have “fundamentally changed the way we understand the 
religious practice of the Judahites.” They mean to suggest 
that the facts cast doubt on the biblical record. But their 

“understanding” was based on a misreading of the Bible. 
Truth is, their discovery of a place of religious 

worship at Tel Motza confirms the biblical record! It 
appears they have exposed an assembly that matches 
a biblical bamot, including an attached building. The 
discovery of a building accompanying a sacrificial altar 
is rare, but other examples do exist. For example, a 
similar discovery was found in Arad.

At Motza, archaeologists might have actually found 
proof of a biblical event. Notice this paragraph of the 
report: “In all, we noted four phases from the Iron 
Age ii in the temple courtyard, the first of which is the 
best preserved and comprised the cultic assemblage, 
offering table, pit and altar. These were eventually 
covered with fills and sealed under a plaster floor, 
marking the second floor of the temple courtyard.”

Here, Kisilevitz and Lipschits recognize that the 
evidence of cultic function existed only in the earliest 
phase of use of the building in the late 10th century 
b.c.e. According to the archaeological record, it appears 
that sometime in the early ninth century the idols were 
thrown onto the ground, buried in the dirt, and then 
plastered beneath a new floor. 

Is this event consistent with King Asa’s dramatic 
destruction of idols in the ninth century b.c.e.? “And 
Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, as 
did David his father. And he put away the sodomites 
out of the land, and removed all the idols that his 
fathers had made. … But the high places were not 
taken away; nevertheless the heart of Asa was whole 
with the Lord all his days” (1 Kings 15:11-12, 14).

When the biblical record is considered alongside the 
evidence, we can surmise that the second floor of Tel 
Motza might have been built for the purpose of ending 
cultic use of the site during the time of King Asa. The 
courtyard and building remained, but it was no longer 
used for religious purposes. 

To their credit, Kisilevitz and Lipschits recognized 
this possibility. But it was quickly dismissed and 
replaced by their own hypothesis: “This deposition 
[of the plastered floor over the cultic system] does 
not signify a break in religious traditions but rather a 
religious ritual during which cultic paraphernalia were 
decommissioned to make room for new items.” It’s an 
interesting thought, but where is the evidence? 

Consider too: There is no evidence to contradict 
the biblical interpretation that this did “signify a break 
in religious tradition.” Why do the authors reject this 
explanation? Was it because it matched too closely with 
the Bible’s description of King Asa’s reforms? 

I have not excavated Tel Motza and have not examined 
the wealth of material uncovered at the site. It is 
impossible for me to state with certainty that Tel Motza 
is a site of King Asa’s work. However, the archaeological 
evidence uncovered by Kisilevitz and Lipschits suggests 
that this is a distinct possibility. Yet instead of following 
the evidence and seriously considering the possibility 
that the biblical record is accurate, these archaeologists 
use the evidence to suggest the Bible is wrong. Why? 

Every archaeologist is free to posit his own theory 
about what he or she discovers. Indeed, this is the 
nature of archaeology. Stones without stories are of 
little value to humanity. Forming an educated guess as 
to the history of a site or artifact is the responsibility 
of every archaeologist. And those closest to the raw 
data often have the best opportunity to devise the most 
plausible theory. 

But with that firsthand knowledge also comes 
responsibility. To handle the knowledge honorably. To 
consider all the facts. To tell the entire story. 

Every archaeologist and historian often unwittingly 
incorporates his own bias into his interpretation of 
history. In the past, too many in their quest to prove 
the Bible true have claimed biblical significance in their 
discoveries when there was none. Today, however, the 
pendulum has swung in the opposite direction. 

This is the nature of archaeology in Israel today, 
and even within the pages of the once-great Biblical 
Archaeology Review. It is an objective fact that archaeolo-
gists and reporters are making biased claims against the 
biblical text. And you as the reader should be aware of it. 

In the case of the Motza temple, have the excavators 
made a discovery that ‘fundamentally changed the way we 
understand the religious practices of Judahites”? Maybe 
it has for them, but not for those who read the Bible.

It is a sad fact that there is a lot of “fake news” in the 
world of biblical archaeology. When reading about a new 
archaeological discovery, we cannot casually accept the 
media’s interpretation, especially if it discredits the Bible. 
Don’t take for granted that the experts are always right. 
Always check the actual facts, and consider them objec-
tively alongside a thorough reading of the biblical text. 
When we take this approach, we will often be surprised 
to learn that many of the discoveries that supposedly 

“disprove the Bible” actually do the opposite. n



Brent Nagtegaal Let’s begin by having you give us a 
snapshot of the biblical history of Shiloh. 

Scott Stripling The chronology is that Joshua and the 
Israelites, according to Joshua 18:1, arrive at Shiloh 
around 1400–1399 b.c.e., maybe at the beginning 
of the 14th century. The biblical text says that the 
tabernacle is erected here at Shiloh and when you do 
the math, it is here for a little over three centuries. 

Our excavations show that we have continuous 
occupation through that time period. We have also 
discovered evidence of a Philistine destruction layer. 
Then we have a reoccupation of the site. … Then we 
go through the second temple period with continuous 
occupation as well. We also have Byzantine and a 
little Islamic. So we have what we would call Middle 
Bronze ii, all the way through to the Islamic period. 

BN This site had been heavily excavated prior to your 
excavations. What compelled you to dig again at Tel 
Shiloh? 

SS Well, first of all, just behind us is where the Danish 
dug. 1922 is when they first broke ground. So, we are 
coming up on 100 years since Tel Shiloh was first 
excavated. They have joined back in with us; we have a 
Danish team working with us today. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH  

Scott Stripling
Archaeologist Scott Stripling 

is the director of the Tel Shiloh 
excavations. Dr. Stripling 

and his team concluded the 
third season of digging last 
summer. In December, he 
met with Watch Jerusalem 

correspondent Brent Nagtegaal 
to discuss his important work 

in this biblically significant site. 
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The Danes did four seasons of excavation. But 
the methodology in the 1920s was quite primitive 
compared to ours, and they dug only a small section of 
the site. In the 1980s, Dr. Israel Finkelstein performed 
four seasons of excavations. The area he dug was also 
very limited. Between the Danes and Finkelstein, 
maybe 5 percent of the tel was dug. You really can’t 
interpret much based on 5 percent of the findings. 
That would be inconclusive. So we are connecting 
the work that the Danish did with the work that 
Finkelstein did, and opening up a broad area so that 
we are not subject to misinterpretation, hopefully. 

BN How big is Tel Shiloh?

SS It is five acres inside the fortification wall …, which 
encircles the site with storage rooms all around. 

BN Why did you choose to excavate in this northern edge? 

SS There is great depth here. If you went … to the 
south a bit, it is very shallow. But here I could tell that 
there was a great depth and you could see where the 
outside of the wall was. I knew that we would get a 
really clear, undisturbed look at the historical profile. 
And this has proved to be true; we have a monumental 
Iron Age building here and then a Roman building 
next to it. Then we have the Iron Age i material next to 
it. And then the Bronze Age material next to it. So, we 
are able to see the entire panorama layer by layer. 

BN What have you discovered from the time period 
when the tabernacle was here? 

SS Several things. Number one: the storage rooms. 
Those storage rooms are full of storage jars from the 
period of the tabernacle. That fits the tabernacle culture 
because when people came here, they brought tithes 
and there had to be a place to store those. No other place 
in Israel has storage rooms all the way around. So that is 
unique to Shiloh. This is what I call verisimilitude. 

This occurs when we read about it in the text, and 
then find material culture [evidence] that is consistent 
with the biblical text. 

We also found a ceramic pomegranate, which is a 
motif of the tabernacle. You will remember that on 
the hem of the priests’ garments they had alternating 
bells and pomegranates. Examples of these have 
been found at a few sites in Israel, but only at priestly 
sites, or Levitical sites. This is a tabernacle motif. In 
Solomon’s temple there were also 200 pomegranates 
that adorned it. 

BN Were you able to date this pomegranate?

SS We dated it to Iron i, which is the period of the 
tabernacle. Also, right near it this last season … we 
found three horns from a four-horned altar. That is 
also very significant, as the Bible says there was a 
sacrificial system at Shiloh …. So we have the horns 
from an altar, storage rooms from the tabernacle, and 
a massive quantity of animal bones. And those bones 
are only from the biblical sacrificial system.

BN How do we know that they are from Israel’s 
sacrificial system? 

SS In the previous excavation in the ’80s, they 
uncovered … in Area D, a massive bone deposit. All the 
bones were zoologically studied and they were able to 
determine what percentage of the bones belonged to 
sheep, goat, cattle and so forth. 

We have also discovered thousands of bones. 
Those have been studied and we know what animal 
they came from. We also know whether the bones 
are from the right side of the animal or from the left 
side. And we have a preponderance of bones from 
the right side of the animal; it varies from field to 
field, but about 60 percent of the bones are from 
the right side and 40 percent from the left side. It is 
impossible that that is a statistical anomaly. There 
has to be an explanation. 
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We can go to Leviticus 7 and see that the right side 
of the animal was the priests’ portion. And that is 
who is living here at Shiloh! The common population 
did not live here. They are coming here from all over, 
but it is the priests who are living here. Again, this 
is verisimilitude: We read it in the text and then we 
found material culture that is consistent with the 
biblical record. 

BN And Dr. Finkelstein wasn’t aware of this when 
bone deposits were found in the ’80s?

SS Correct. Dr. Finkelstein did a good job recording 
what he found, and he even noted that more bones 
were from the right than from the left. He knew it, but 
he didn’t know how to interpret it. He doesn’t spend 
a lot of time reading the Bible. He had the data, but he 
didn’t register it. Now, in fairness, all archaeologists 
have different specialties and interests. Some know 
the Egyptian literature well, or the Ugaritic literature. 
And some are more familiar with the biblical record.

BN This definitely speaks to the value of using the 
Bible when excavating in the land of the Bible. 

SS I think it is our go-to source in this part of the 
world. Shiloh is not mentioned in Egypt; it is not 
mentioned in Mesopotamia. It is only mentioned in 
the Bible, so that is our go-to source. 

BN Every time I come here, I notice that we are 
surrounded by high peaks. And there is a wide valley 
to the west as well. Why do you think this location was 
originally chosen as an Israelite center of worship? 
There is no record of any Abrahamic or patriarchal 
event here. Why Shiloh? 

SS There was already a city here: an Amorite city. 
This fortification wall was already here when the 
Israelites arrived. Remember, God had promised 
them, You are going to occupy cities that you did not 
build, and you will live in houses that you did not 
construct. When they come to Shiloh there was no 
battle. Just like at Shechem. At the end of Joshua 8, 
when they go to Shechem to renew the covenant, 
there is no conflict. The people from Shechem 
actually join the Israelites. 

BN It is also important to note that Shiloh was in 
continual use. There is no destruction layer at the 
time when the Israelites arrived. Have you found any 
evidence indicating Shiloh was ever destroyed? At 
least partially?

S ituated roughly 25 miles directly north 
of Jerusalem, Shiloh was Israel’s political and 
religious center for about 300 years during 

the period of the judges. Before it was occupied 
by the Israelites in the early 14th century b.c.e., 
Shiloh belonged to the Canaanites and was a 
center for Canaanite religious worship.

Shiloh was one of the first cities inhabited by 
the Israelites when they moved into the Promised 
Land (Joshua 18). The city was the assembling 
point for the 12 tribes; from Shiloh, Joshua cast 
lots and divided the land for tribal inheritance. 
Shiloh was the center of Israel’s political and 
religious worship; the tabernacle was erected in 
Shiloh, and housed the ark of the covenant. 
Judges 21 records that the Israelites traveled to 
Shiloh to keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot). 
Much of the history recorded in 1 Samuel 
unfolded in and around Shiloh, including 
Hannah’s fervent prayer beside the tabernacle 
during which she beseeched God for a child. 
Hannah’s son Samuel was raised in Shiloh 
and became one of Israel’s greatest prophets. 
1 Samuel 4 records that the ark left Shiloh during 
the 11th century b.c.e. when it was captured by 
the Philistines during the battle of Aphek. 

Excavations reveal that Shiloh was destroyed 
sometime in the 11th century b.c.e., most likely 
by the Philistines (perhaps following the battle of 
Aphek). The Prophet Jeremiah alluded to Shiloh’s 
extreme destruction almost 500 years later and 
used it as a warning of the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem (Jeremiah 7:12).
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SS There is a burn layer from a much earlier 
inhabitance. It appears there was a conflict perhaps 
hundreds of years before the Israelites arrived. We 
also have another burn layer, which is evidence of 
the Philistine destruction of Shiloh. This is very 
interesting because the Bible does not come right out 
and tell us that the Philistines destroyed Shiloh. It 
hints at it, however. 

BN You make a great point. The Bible doesn’t contain 
all of the details we need to recover history. It contains 
many very important details, but it doesn’t record 
every detail. But you are saying that you have a date for 
the Philistine destruction of Shiloh?

SS There was a floor right here that we removed last 
summer. It was a plaster floor. For us, that is very 
important. We call it a sealed locus. This means 
that what is underneath this floor has not been 
disturbed, which allows us to be confident when we 
date it. 

As we were excavating, I said that if there is a 
destruction layer under here and we can get carbon 
material, I predicted that it was going to date to 1075 
b.c.e. … We did have a destruction layer and we were 
able to carbon date it. And it dated to 1060, plus or 
minus 30 years. Which is 1075, so we nailed it right on 
the spot. That synchronizes with the biblical dates, so 
once again you have your archaeology and the biblical 
record—verisimilitude.

BN So we have pomegranates, the horned altars, the 
sacrificial bones and the destruction layer, all of 
which align with the biblical narrative. Are there any 
other finds that are consistent with the Bible? 

SS We also have a large monumental building from 
the period of the tabernacle. We will be excavating 
next season, and that will be very interesting. 

BN How valuable is the biblical text when you excavate 
in a place like Shiloh?

SS It is very critical. Without knowledge of the biblical 
details—for example, Leviticus 7 mentioning that 
the priests consumed meat from the right side of the 
animal—how can we make sense of anomalies when 
we come across them? Even geographically, when 
[Edward] Robinson (1794–1853) identified this site 
he used the Bible. The Bible provided the specific 
geographic landmarks that showed this is Shiloh and 
led him to this place. Today nobody doubts that this 
was Shiloh.

BN When the media reports on archaeology in Israel 
there is often an anti-Bible bias. How do you deal with 
the anti-Bible bias now so prevalent in the media and 
elsewhere?

SS It is a challenge. We truly are apolitical. Some 
people probably won’t believe that, but if Palestinians 
were here we would be working cooperatively with 
them. If Jordanians were in charge, we would be 
working cooperatively with them. So, we have a great 
working relationship here with the community and 
the Antiquities Authority. But unfortunately, we are in 
the cross hairs. We are in Judea, Samaria, Area C, the 
West Bank. 

Shiloh of all places is maybe the most important 
site in this area. I think we do a pretty good job 
of building bridges though, even with those that 
disagree with us. We are complementary of other 
archaeologists, or their work. I think we have to be 
able to disagree, to think outside the box, to welcome 
that sort of dialogue. It doesn’t bother me at all. I just 
want fair treatment, and most of the time we get it. 

BN Do you believe the archaeological programs at 
Israel’s universities are sufficiently preparing students, 
future archaeologists, for excavating biblical sites? Is 
there enough of a focus on biblical archaeology? 

SS You might get me in trouble 
with this question. I do think there 
should be more of an emphasis on 
biblical education. Of all places, 
it should be here. When I have 
spoken at universities in Israel, 
it has struck me how interested 
the students are in the biblical 
material that I bring up. And how 
unaware of it they are. So, I think 
there is room for improvement in 
this area. 

But let me end on a positive by 
saying that we learn daily from 
our Israeli colleagues. I have 
with me today two Israeli staff 
members and we work with four 
of Israel’s main universities, so it 
is very interdisciplinary, high-tech 
material that we are doing. 

I would like to conclude by 
inviting your readers to join us at 
Shiloh. All details can be found at 
www.digshiloh.org. 

Text has been edited for clarity.

JERUSALEM

Tel Shiloh
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Israelis should 
be careful about 
investing too much 
hope and trust in 
America’s president 
and this plan.
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U.S. President Donald Trump welcomes Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to the White House as they 

prepare to announce the new Middle East peace plan.

Will the  
Trump  
Peace Plan  
Bring Peace  
to Israel? 
Peace is coming to Jerusalem, 
and to the whole world.  
But not through this plan.
By Gerald Flurry

O n January 28, United States President 
Donald Trump unveiled his peace plan for the 
Middle East. It was 180 pages and covered an 
enormous number of specifics. 

President Trump called it “the most detailed 
proposal ever put forward” and “the deal of the century.” 

The plan received support from Israel. President 
Trump announced it at the White House with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu by his side. But 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas 
responded, “We say a thousand times: No, no and no to 
the deal of the century.” 

This response from Abbas is very revealing. It shows 
why Mr. Trump’s peace initiative will fail, just like all 
the other attempts. This response shows why Israelis 
should be careful about investing too much hope and 
trust in America’s president and this plan.

Even as Mr. Abbas rejected the peace deal and 
seethed with hatred for Israel and the Jews, Mr. Trump 
and many others celebrated this venture. The Bible tells 
us to beware when you hear a lot of talk about peace. 
The Prophet Jeremiah wrote of false prophets “[s]aying: 
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‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14; 
8:11). Isaiah the prophet foretold of a time when “[t]he 
ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly” (Isaiah 33:7). 

Bible prophecy tells us that all this talk of peace 
should actually alarm us and cause us to be on the 
lookout for war—war like you have never seen! 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu’s expedition to create 
peace in Israel is admirable. We all want Israel and 
Jerusalem to experience harmony. However, to achieve 
peace anywhere—in Israel, in other parts of the world, 

even in our own homes—we must first understand why 
man’s peace initiatives always fail. Isaiah said, “The way 
of peace they know not” (Isaiah 59:8). There is a way of 
peace—but mankind does not know that way.

Jerusalem provides stunning insight into why man 
continually fails at securing peace. Over the years, many 
nations have labored to bring Jerusalem peace and have 
failed. This is a deadly serious issue. If we are to avoid 
great suffering, we must understand why our efforts at 
peace have failed, and how we can create lasting peace. 

A History of Hate 
The Jews have always lived in and around Jerusalem. 
When the sovereign nation of Israel was created in 
1948, the Arabs from surrounding nations immediately 
attacked. The Jews had no real army, and within three 
weeks they were losing the war. Then, just as Israel was 
about to be defeated, the Arabs strangely agreed to a 
temporary United Nations-sponsored truce. This was 
just what Israel needed to rearm and train its weary 
troops—many of them civilians who carried guns. 
When the Arabs started attacking again, the Jews were 
better prepared and quickly won the war. Many Jews 
at the time considered the victory a miracle from God.

In 1967, less than 20 years after the war for 
independence, another major clash occurred between 
the Jewish nation and Egypt, Jordan and Syria. In that 
short but intense conflict, the Jews captured all of the 
Sinai, the Suez Canal, East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Golan Heights—in just six days! The 1967 war 
was also a war of miracles! 

In late 1973, the Arabs attacked again, this time on 
the solemn Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur. With much 
aid from the Americans, the Jews won the war in three 
weeks—another miraculous deliverance. 

The State of Israel came into 
existence thanks to a whole series 
of miracles from God! 

In spite of all these miracles, the 
Jews at some point stopped looking 
to God to guarantee their sovereignty. 
Prodded by America and Britain, 
they began to seek security by 
negotiating with the very people who 
tried repeatedly to destroy them!

In 1993, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat made a pact 
in which Israel gave up land for 
promises of peace. Before he led 
the Palestinians in the peace 
process, Arafat was the number 
one terrorist in the Middle East! In 
public, Arafat talked about peace 
with Israel; in private, he spoke 
about his plan to take over Israel 
and destroy the Jews completely! 

Does it make sense that you could 
somehow achieve peace by making a 
deal with a famed terrorist? There is 
no logic in that. Reasoning like this 
shows terrible weakness and only 
encourages men like Arafat. When 
has swapping land for peace ever 
brought peace in Israel?

The Dangerous Trump Plan 
Since the 1970s, the Jews have 
given up the Sinai, Gaza, Jericho, 
Bethlehem and other parts of 
Judea and Samaria. Think about 
that: Arabs attacked the Jews on 
multiple occasions in an attempt to 
annihilate every one of them. Then 
the victors gave the land back to the 
aggressors who hated them and had 
tried to wipe them off the map! 

President Trump’s plan has 
this same fundamental flaw: It 
makes major and destructive 

There is a way of peace—but mankind does not 
know that way. Jerusalem provides stunning insight 
into why man continually fails at securing peace.
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concessions to a people who deeply hate Israel and seek 
its destruction. 

Mr. Trump’s plan does differ in one critical area from 
the previous attempts to bring peace, such as the Oslo 
Accords and the unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in 
2005. In those cases, Israel was encouraged to give up 
land for the promise of peace. 

Under this new plan, the Arabs will have to implement 
actions of peace if they are to have a Palestinian state. 
They will have to renounce funding and glorifying of 
terrorism, stop paying salaries for convicted terrorists 
sitting in Israeli prisons, and show other tangible proofs 

that they no longer want to destroy 
the Jewish state. The plan gives the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) four years 
to produce these actions. As soon as 
they do, they will receive a state. 

But this new plan does nothing 
to solve the Arabs’ hatred of Jews 
and the Jewish state. This is the 
reason it is bound to fail. The 
Palestinians could get statehood 
even if they only appear to display 
actions of peace. It is delusional to 
think that giving the Palestinians a 
state will inspire them to abandon 
plans to destroy Israel. 

To convince Israel  to even 
consider this deal, the United States 

is supporting Israel’s claim of over 30 percent of Judea 
and Samaria almost immediately. This includes much of 
East Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, a critical area on 
Israel’s eastern flank that borders Jordan. Many in Israel 
support the deal because it means the recognition of 
these territories right away. Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
state is conditioned on the PA enacting reforms that most 
Israelis don’t believe Palestinian leaders will ever agree 
to. At worst, in four years Israel will be right where it is 
now, except with more of Judea and Samaria declared as 
sovereign Israeli territory. 

Many Israelis accept Mr. Trump’s deal on the 
assumption that the Palestinians will reject peace as 
they have so many times before. But what if they are 
wrong? What if the Arabs appear to follow the Trump 
deal? Israel will have to make some major and 
deadly concessions!

Some signs suggest that Arab support for Palestinian 
rejection of the peace process is waning. In February, a 
Palestinian delegation led by Mahmoud Abbas went to 
the UN Security Council hoping to see a consensus vote 
condemning the peace plan. But the Palestinians realized 
their motion lacked enough support, and the vote didn’t 
even happen. It was a shock to the Palestinians. One 

PA President Abbas 
examines President Trump’s 
proposed peace plan map.

whitehouse.gov, Spencer Platt/Getty Images
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member of the delegation said, “The sense is that we are 
coming back with our tails between our legs.” He said they 
received a “cold shoulder” from Arab states, including the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Unlike with other peace initiatives, the Arab world 
seems to be pressuring the Palestinians to negotiate 
with President Trump. If Palestinian leaders appear to 
meet the conditions, Israel will be obligated to go along 
with the process and allow the creation of a Palestinian 
state. This will prove to be disastrous. 

Peace can never be gained by giving land to people 
who despise you!

People often forget that Israel has already withdrawn 
from over 80 percent of the land it won in the Six-Day 
War. Has this led to peace? Yet the Trump peace 
plan includes a map that shows a lot of Israeli territory 
becoming part of a new Palestinian state. Israel will give 
up its claim to 70 percent of Judea and Samaria. This 
area is the heartland of biblical history—the lands of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob! 

What does God think when He sees Israel giving 
up land He gave it through miraculous victories? In 
Leviticus 25:23 God says that “the land shall not be sold 
in perpetuity; for the land is Mine; for ye are strangers 
and settlers with Me.”

If implemented, this plan puts a Palestinian state on 
the doorstep of Jerusalem and encircling almost every 
Jewish settlement in the West Bank. It does not create 
two states side by side with one continuous border: It 
is a series of roads, tunnels and overpasses connecting 
islands of Jewish communities in the West Bank, each 
surrounded by a deeply hostile people. 

Does anyone seriously believe an arrangement like 

this will bring lasting peace? Jews in these isolated 
enclaves would be vulnerable. It would actually create 
a dangerous wound for the Jews. 

These peace plans are a deadly delusion! We ought 
to see by now that they won’t work. Every time we have 
tried giving land for peace, or negotiating with terrorists 
to bring peace, it has only brought more war. 

History proves that—and so does Bible prophecy. 

Judah’s Wound 
The nation called Israel today is really biblical Judah, 
descended from the son of Jacob. The book of Hosea 
includes many specific end-time prophecies about 
Judah. “And when Ephraim saw his sickness, And Judah 
his wound, Ephraim went to Assyria, And sent to King 
Contentious; But he is not able to heal you, Neither shall 
he cure you of your wound” (Hosea 5:13). Studying this 
verse in the original Hebrew reveals that both Ephraim 
(Britain) and Judah go to Assyria (the prophetic term for 
modern-day Germany—to prove this, request our free 
booklet Germany and the Holy Roman Empire). 

Why does Israel go to Germany? And what is Judah’s 
“wound”? Strong’s Concordance defines that word: 
“in the sense of binding up: a bandage, i.e. remedy.” 
Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon defines it, “the 
pressing together, binding up of a wound; here used 
figuratively of a remedy applied to the wounds of the 
state.” In other words, the remedy is the wound! 

The same root word for wound is translated in 
Obadiah 7 as “snare.” Gesenius’ Lexicon defines this 
word as “falsehood; hence, fraud, insidious dealing ... 
net, or snare.” In Obadiah the snare is directly related 
to being deceived by a peace pact! 

Palestinians in the 
West Bank protest 
the U.S. peace plan.

Abbas Momani/AFP/Getty Images
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Isn’t this a perfect analogy to describe Israel’s 
ongoing peace negotiations with the Arabs? 

Israel engages in peace talks in the hope of soothing, 
or healing, the tensions and conflict. But its solution, 
the bandage it applies, only makes the problem worse. 
From the beginning of the peace process, the Jews have 
looked to men, often their enemies, for help—not God. 
That is the unseen wound. They have so little trust in 
God—so much trust in their enemies.

The real wound is spiritual: It is a lack of faith in God. 
The Jews keep trying to heal themselves by making 
peace pacts. They must realize: They were strong when 
they trusted God!

The prophecy in Hosea 5:13 shows that Israelis 
will eventually see that the peace agreement with the 
Palestinians has failed. In that moment, they will turn 
to Germany for another peace pact, placing their trust 
in an even greater enemy. This will lead to the worst 
disaster in the Jews’ long history of suffering!

Zechariah 14:2 prophesies that in the end time, half of 
Jerusalem will be captured by the Arabs: “For I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle; And the city shall 
be taken, and the houses rifled, And the women ravished; 
And half of the city shall go forth into captivity, But the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.” 

This prophecy also shows that the efforts to make 
peace with the Palestinians will fail catastrophically. 
Mr. Trump’s peace agreement could ultimately 
encourage the Arabs to make a grab for half of Jerusalem. 
Zechariah 14:2 shows they will end up taking it by force! 

Peace Is Coming 
Jeremiah 17:9 says that the human mind is “deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked” (King James 
Version). This verse describes human nature, which is 
fundamentally selfish, carnal and violent. The Arabs 
have human nature, as do the Jews. We all have human 
nature. Man can never achieve peace as long as he 
has human nature!

The truth is, nobody can fix the hatred and bring 
peace apart from God! God must be involved if you are to 
have real peace. You will never have peace any other way. 

Despite the lack of peace in Israel today, numerous 
prophecies tell us that God will give this nation peace.

The prophecy in Zechariah 14 shows that the 

splitting of Jerusalem leads to the coming of the 
Messiah. Verse 3 says, “Then shall the Lord go forth, 
And fight against those nations, As when He fighteth in 
the day of battle.” Many other prophecies provide detail 
about this climactic battle. 

But notice what happens after the Messiah comes. 
“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; In that day 
shall the Lord be One, and His name one. … And men shall 
dwell therein, And there shall be no more extermination; 
But Jerusalem shall dwell safely” (verses 9, 11). The world 
begins to have peace! These verses describe the Messiah’s 
peace plan for Jerusalem, Israel and the whole world!

This peace plan works for two basic reasons. First, it 
solves the problem of human nature. The Messiah will 
not tolerate selfishness, competition or greed. Under 
His government, men will not be allowed to mistreat 
one another. Second, this plan works because it is built 
on God’s law and truth and led by God’s government. 

Verse 16 says that men will visit Jerusalem each year 
to be taught God’s law and truth. “And it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is left of all the nations that 
came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast 
of tabernacles.” This is why there will be peace: because 
men are submitting to God and obeying His Word!

God is going to cause the whole world to look to 
Jerusalem! He will bring peace to all mankind in just a 
few years. “And many peoples shall go and say: ‘Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house 
of the God of Jacob; And He will teach us of His ways, And 
we will walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3). 

The Bible is filled with prophecies about God’s peace 
plan for mankind. This plan revolves around Jerusalem! 
It revolves around the returned Messiah. And it revolves 
around the application of God’s wonderful law! What a 
vision this is! n

Peace IS coming to the Middle East!
But it will not happen the way you might expect. Request your  
copy of Gerald Flurry’s free booklet Jerusalem in Prophecy.

Peace can never be gained  
by giving land to people  
who despise you.
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Y emen’s civil war is receiving little attention, 
but the ongoing battle is sure to have global 
implications. 

Since 2015, Saudi Arabia and its allies have waged 
war against the Houthis, a Shiite sect closely allied with 
Iran, who captured Yemen’s capital Sana’a in September 
2014. More than five years on, the death toll exceeds 
100,000, and Saudi Arabia remains unable to vanquish 
its far weaker foe. 

Meanwhile, 5½ years of near constant conflict have 
made the Houthis tougher and more experienced. 
Thanks to recent developments, they are now armed 
with high-tech weapons. Today the Houthis are 
entrenched as the gatekeeper of the southern Red Sea—
one of the most important trade routes in the world. 

The ramifications will be serious, and they will be global. 

A Serious Military Threat
On March 3, the Saudi-led coalition intercepted a small 
fleet of four fishing boats on the Arabian Sea, one 
of which was packed with explosives. But there was 
something odd about these vessels: There was no crew. 
The boats were controlled remotely. 

These aquatic suicide drones were intercepted 
as they attempted to target an oil tanker 90 miles off 
Yemen’s southern coast in the Arabian Sea. Although 
the attack failed, it represented a shift in Houthi tactics. 
While suicide drones have been used before, March 3 
represented the Houthis’ first time attacking in a fleet 
disguised as fishing vessels.

Four days later, the Saudis destroyed six suicide 
drone boats in the Yemeni port as-Salif. 

On February 23, the Saudis intercepted a single 
suicide drone boat as it aimed to attack a ship near 
the Yemeni port of Hodeidah. Last June, the coalition 
reported that it had destroyed nine suicide drone boats 
in the Red Sea that Saudi officials said were “intended 
to target international shipping.”

The Houthi militia has also increased its use of 
naval mines. On February 11, Yemeni forces found and 
dismantled seven mines in the Red Sea. Less than two 
weeks later, three more were discovered and destroyed 
in the Bab el-Mandeb strait. As of February 23, over 150 
Houthi naval mines have been dismantled in the Red Sea.

Remarkably, the Houthi takeover of the Red Sea has 
yet to draw the attention of the international media, even 
though it marks a serious threat to global trade. On March 
11, the Foundation of Defense of Democracies’ Long War 
Journal wrote, “Despite being a lesser focus of the Houthi 
military apparatus, and underreported in the media, naval 
attacks conducted by the insurgent movement constitute 
a real threat to shipping in the southern Red Sea and now 
potentially the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden.”

The Houthis are not just a threat to the oceans 
around Yemen. On February 15, the rebel group claimed 
to have used an “advanced surface-to-air missile” to 
shoot down a Tornado fighter jet belonging to Saudi 
Arabia. According to the Saudi Press Agency, the fighter 
jet “crashed” while on a mission to support the Yemeni 
government forces. One of Al Jazeera’s senior political 
analysts called this new Houthi capability a “very 
significant” development that “would be a game-changer.”

Houthi rebels now boast a serious arsenal, one that 
includes ballistic missiles capable of traveling almost 
1,300 kilometers; drones that carry explosive payloads; 

Armed with a destructive 
arsenal, Iran’s proxy on the 
shores of the Red Sea looks  
to disrupt world trade and 
confirm Bible prophecy.
By warren reinsch

Supporters of Yemen’s Shiite Houthi rebels chant slogans 
and raise signs reading, “God is Great, death to America, 
death to Israel, curse upon the Jews, victory to Islam,” 
as they gather for a rally in Sana’a on Oct. 4, 2019.

The Houthis and Iran’s Red Sea Strategy
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found onboard. According to the official statement of the 
United States Central Command, “The weapons seized 
include 150 Dehlavieh anti-tank guided missiles ..., three 
Iranian surface-to-air missiles, Iranian thermal imaging 
weapon scopes, and Iranian components for unmanned 
aerial and surface vessels, as well as other munitions 
and advanced weapons parts” (February 13).

This massive weapons cache was similar to one 
found on Nov. 25, 2019, when the uss Forrest Sherman 
seized a vessel carrying 21 anti-tank guided missiles 
and five “near-fully assembled” surface-to-air missiles. 

“Those weapons were determined to be of Iranian origin 
and assessed to be destined for the Houthis in Yemen,” 
stated U.S. Central Command.

U.S. defense officials say that Houthi rebels receive 
“significant Iranian support” and have increased “the 
lethality and range of their systems,” the Wall Street 
Journal reported.

In “Iranian Technology Transfers to Yemen,” Conflict 
Armament Research (car) wrote, “Iran continues 
to provide enhanced military capabilities to Houthi 
and Saleh-aligned forces.” The report concluded that 
Houthi drones are “imported, rather than designed or 
manufactured in Yemen,” and “produced by Iran’s [state-
controlled] Aircraft Manufacturing Industrial Company.”

The February 2020 car report highlights the many 
similarities between Houthi and Iranian drone and 
missile parts. Among the findings, parts found in 
Houthi drones and missiles were “identical” to those 
found in Iranian drones and missiles. Also, the Houthi 
Qasef-1 drones use a model V10 vertical gyroscope 
whose serial numbers were “close in proximity to 
an identical gyroscope found in an Iranian-made 
Abiabil-3.” Citing drone experts, the report says 

“such vertical gyroscopes have not been observed in 
any uavs [unmanned aerial vehicle] other than those 
manufactured by Iran” (emphasis added).

Clearly Iran is ultimately responsible for the Houthis’ 
ever improving military strength and capacity. This 
means Iran has deadly leverage over the critical Bab 
el-Mandeb and Red Sea. It means the mullahs in Tehran 
could ignite a global trade crisis at any moment. 

advanced sea mines; and advanced surface-to-air 
missile batteries capable of downing Saudi jets.

This raises an obvious question: Where did this 
ragtag militia comprised of shepherds and simple 
tradesmen get its sophisticated, high-powered military 
equipment from?

Enter Iran
In 2017, an unnamed Iranian official told Reuters that 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (irgc) met to 
discuss ways to “empower” the Houthi militia. At the 
meeting, the irgc “agreed to increase the amount of 
help, through training, arms and financial support.”

On Aug. 13, 2019, the London-based Saudi newspaper 
Asharq al-Awsat reported that Iran had summoned 
Houthi Foreign Minister Mohammed Abdel Salam Felita 
and other key figures to Tehran, where the Houthis 
were assigned a new terrorist mission in the Red Sea. 
Following the meeting, Houthi rebels threatened to 
use a new Iran-made air defense system. Was the Saudi 
jet shot down by Houthis using an air defense system 
manufactured in and provided by Iran?

In recent months, several weapons shipments from 
Iran to Houthi rebels in Yemen have been intercepted, 
mostly on the Arabian Sea. On February 9, the 
uss Normandy stopped a stateless sailing vessel on the 
Arabian Sea. A huge cache of Iran-made weapons was 

The Houthis and Iran’s Red Sea Strategy

Where did this ragtag militia 
comprised of shepherds and 
simple tradesmen get its 
sophisticated, high-powered 
military equipment?
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Iran’s Red Sea Strategy
The National Interest wrote that the Bab el-Mandeb 
is the world’s most dangerous shipping lane. In 
2016, roughly 4.8 million barrels of crude oil and 
other petroleum products passed through this strait 
per day. More than half of that trade sailed into the 
Mediterranean Sea and into Europe and North America. 
Think about the consequences of Iran shutting down 
this key maritime passage. 

Trade vessels would have to be rerouted around the 
southern tip of Africa. This delay would increase the 
sailing time from the Persian Gulf to Rotterdam, one of 
Europe’s main shipping hubs, by 78 percent. It would 
triple the sailing time from the Persian Gulf to Italy, 
which imported 19.7 percent of its crude oil from Iraq 
in 2016. These delays would raise prices and restrict 
supply, causing severe problems for the global economy, 
especially Europe.

This is why Iran has supported the Houthi rebels in 
Yemen: Through the Houthi, Iran is gaining the power 
to threaten the Bab el-Mandeb and the Red Sea! 

Watch Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald Flurry has 
been observing and warning about this for many years. 
In April 2015, he wrote, “The Houthi takeover in Yemen 
proves that Iran is implementing a bold strategy to 
control the vital sea lane from the Indian Ocean to the 
Mediterranean Sea. We need to understand the gravity 
of this new situation in Yemen!”

Mr. Flurry identified Iran’s Red Sea strategy because 

he understands the prophecy 
in Daniel 11:40. This prophecy 
describes a clash in the end time 
between the “king of the north” 
and the “king of the south.” These 
verses forecast a clash between a 
German-led European superpower 
and an alliance of Islamist nations 
and organizations, led by Iran. 
This clash is precipitated by Iran 
and its proxies: “And at the time of 
the end shall the king of the south 
push at him ....”

Verses 42-43 show that the king 
of the south controls territory 
around the Red Sea. Tehran’s influ-
ence in this region gives it the power 
to “push” the world around, and to 

“push” Europe, especially. “Now 
that Iran controls Yemen,” wrote 
Mr. Flurry, “it can virtually close or 
open this spigot on Middle East oil 
bound for Europe. And Europe is 
taking notice!”

Many nations are aware of Iran’s power and are 
clearly concerned. Several nations, such as China, 
France, Japan and the United States, have military bases 
in Djibouti, a small nation 30 kilometers across the 
strait from Yemen. Despite this presence, however, the 
Bible says that Iran will gain some form of control over 
the Red Sea. Think again about Iran’s drone boats and 
sea mines: This prophecy is being fulfilled right now!

When Iran pushes at Europe, Daniel 11:40 says, “the 
king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, 
with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; 
and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow, 
as he passes through.” At some point, Europe, led by 
Germany, will respond with overpowering force. 

Even now, Europe is beginning to respond to 
Tehran’s meddling in the Red Sea. On January 30, the 
first French frigate began patrolling the Persian Gulf as 
part of Europe’s new anti-Iran naval mission, supported 
by Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
the Netherlands and Portugal. This is just the beginning. 
Expect Europe to become more involved in this region. 

Europe and Iran are on a collision course. Soon, 
these two powers will clash in a major war—one 
that will expand to encompass the planet and 
end with the arrival of the Messiah  n

For more information about this coming 
clash, read the The King of the South, by 
Gerald Flurry.
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historians Josephus and Atrapanus (second century 
b.c.e.) record a young Moses as a successful Egyptian 
military commander in Ethiopia (see also Numbers 12:1; 
King James Version). And identifying an Amenhotep as 
Moses’s opponent makes a great deal of sense—because, 
as archaeology reveals, Amenhotep ii is a close fit for 
the pharaoh of the Exodus (see page 9).

Evidence of the Exodus?
There is no denying that the search for evidence of the 
Israelites in Egypt is obscure and that some specific 
details are vague. Was Amenhotep ii the pharaoh of 
the Exodus? Probably. Was Hatshepsut the biblical 

“Egyptian princess”? Possibly. Was Osarseph Moses? 
Maybe. Did the Ipuwer Papyrus—containing a detailed 
account of plagues and utter devastation befalling 
Egypt (see pages 10-11)—refer to the same events as the 
biblical 10 plagues? Likely.

But against this backdrop of maybes and probablys—
parallel stories and similar accounts that lend strong 
evidence but not yet absolute proof—we do have the 
wider picture proved. We have a clear, parallel Semitic 
immigration into northern Egypt, “Goshen,” from 
the land of Canaan at just the right time frame. We 
witness a powerful historical rise of Semitic people 
in the land, expanding so far and wide as to back the 
native Egyptian dynasty into the smaller south of the 
country. We witness the rise of a native nationalistic 
pharaoh, who retook the northern lands and enacted 
a monumental construction campaign built on 
the backs of slaves, including at the site of Avaris/
Pi-Ramesses. And we have some form of exodus of a 
great multitude of Hyksos-Semites from Egypt into the 
Sinai, roughly around the middle part of the second 
millennium b.c.e. 

And by the 14th century b.c.e., what do we witness 
in the land of Canaan? Mass invasion and conquest of 
Canaanite territory by a strange nomadic people known 
as the “Habiru,” as attested by dozens of clay tablets 
sent from Canaanite leaders to the Egyptian pharaoh, 
pleading for his help. But that is another story for 
another day.

Is there really “no evidence” of the Exodus? Hardly. 
Despite the best efforts of propaganda-driven pharaohs 
and modern, agenda-driven scholars, a solid frame of 
Egyptian evidence for this remarkable biblical story 
does come into focus.

Over the course of thousands of years, multiple 
mill ions of  Jews have observed the Passover, 
commemorating their freedom from Egypt. Theirs’ 
is an observance of faith—but not only that: It is an 
observance of history. n

u EVIDENCE OF THE EXODUS FROM PAGE 9
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