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from the editor |  Gerald Flurry

In a finely constructed cabinet, behind glass, under 
spotlights, were displayed two tiny pieces of clay, each 
no bigger than your thumbnail. Having been freshly 

unearthed from soil nearly three millennia old in the world’s 
holiest city, they attracted visitors from around the world. 
They were the star artifacts in an extraordinary archaeological 
exhibit that the Armstrong International Cultural Foundation 
hosted at our offices in Edmond, Oklahoma. 

The exhibit, called “Seals of Isaiah and King Hezekiah 
Discovered,”  featured two clay bullae,  definitive 

archaeological proof of King Hezekiah and what we believe 
is Isaiah the prophet, discovered in Jerusalem 

just south of the Temple Mount. 

Artist’s rendition of King Hezekiah 
and Isaiah the prophet  

(GARY DORNING/WATCH JERUSALEM)

A Lesson From  
King Hezekiah  
and Isaiah
One of the greatest king-prophet 
relationships holds an 
inspiring message of hope. 
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Our exhibit featured 36 other artifacts from eighth-
century b.c.e. Judah, the period during which these two 
men lived. We were grateful and excited to host this 
electrifying proof of the Bible’s veracity!

For the premiere event in June 2018, we connected 
by a live feed to a special reception we hosted in the 
King David Hotel in Jerusalem, Israel, where Deputy 
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office Michael Oren 
and archaeologist Dr. Eilat Mazar spoke. In his address, 
Dr. Oren, who is also a noted historian, talked about 
the controversy within archaeology over what various 
artifacts mean, what they tell us about history, and 
to whom this is important. Yet I believe there is an 
archaeological principle that, if it were followed, would 
unify the archaeological community.

Fifty years ago, Herbert W. Armstrong, the namesake 
of our cultural foundation, began a  wonderful 
partnership  with 
P r o f .  B e n j a m i n 
Mazar. They started 
working together 
on archaeological 
projects in 1968. I 
was there and was 
truly excited about those projects. The more you dig 
into the Bible, the more your excitement for digging in 
Jerusalem will grow.

We have continued this partnership with Professor 
Mazar’s granddaughter, Dr. Eilat Mazar.

Eilat has repeatedly said that when digging we need 
to “let the stones speak”—we must allow the discoveries 
to provide the evidence of their historical context. I 
truly believe if everyone would follow this principle, it 
would remove most of the controversy in archaeology 
and unify us.

Dr. Mazar and I have different views and different 
religious beliefs, but her approach to archaeology is 
definitely one I can enthusiastically endorse. Still, I 
would like to give you my view on the bullae of King 
Hezekiah and Isaiah, and what we can learn from 
these magnificent artifacts. The more I have looked 
into this, the more inspired and filled with hope I have 
become.

King-Prophet Relationship
What makes these two clay seals particularly fascinating 
is that they represent a remarkable king-prophet 
relationship. The bond between King Hezekiah and 
Isaiah the prophet, clearly described in the Bible, was 
the greatest king-prophet partnership since King David 
and Samuel. 

There is some controversy surrounding the seal of 
Isaiah and whether it belonged to the prophet or to 

some other personality. I believe when you look at the 
weight of evidence concerning Isaiah the prophet, it 
should not be taken any other way. 

There are 16 biblical verses where King Hezekiah and 
the Prophet Isaiah are mentioned together. Dr. Mazar’s 
excavations found the seals of Hezekiah and Isaiah in 
the same strata of soil—from the same historical period 
and within a few meters of each other. This is perfectly 
consistent with the Bible’s account of their relationship, 
and it underscores how closely these men worked 
with one another. (To learn more details about these 
artifacts, see pages 12, 16.)

A Galvanizing Miracle
King Hezekiah was one of the most righteous kings to 
rule Judah since King David. “And he [Hezekiah] did 
that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, according 

to all that David his 
father had done” (2 
Chronicles 29:2). 
When he became 
k i n g ,  H e z e k i a h 
c l e a n s e d  t h e 
temple Solomon 

had built. He restored the priests and Levites to their 
God-ordained duties. He reestablished the message 
of God in the kingdom of Judah. Under his leadership, 
most of the nation turned away from its idolatry and 
toward God.

But a great crisis lay on Judah’s doorstep: the 
Assyrian army. Hezekiah had weaknesses, just like all of 
us do. Both the biblical account and the archaeological 
record show that Hezekiah had a relationship with 
Egypt. He pursued an alliance with the Egyptians in an 
effort to keep Sennacherib, the leader of Assyria, out 
of Judah. The Prophet Isaiah had warned against this 
course, but Hezekiah didn’t listen to God’s man at that 
time.

God was displeased with Hezekiah’s lack of faith. 
As correction, He allowed Sennacherib and his giant 
army to march into Judah and conquer 46 powerfully 
fortified cities! Hezekiah, though deeply alarmed, chose 
once again to seek help apart from God and His prophet. 
He decided to fulfill Sennacherib’s demands for tribute 
money by plundering the temple of its gold and silver. 
He vainly hoped that he could buy protection by looking 
to a man—a monumental mistake.

This tribute only encouraged Sennacherib to 
redirect his attack on Judah’s capital city. He sent a 
letter to Hezekiah proclaiming that after attacking 
Egypt, he would return to conquer Jerusalem. In it, 
Sennacherib mocked and taunted the great God—all 
to his deep shame!

Hezekiah cried out to God.  
God heard Hezekiah’s prayer.  

God dramatically fulfilled His promise.  
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At last, Hezekiah chose a different response. “And 
Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up unto 
the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord” 
(2 Kings 19:14). In the temple, Hezekiah cried out to 
God. He would no longer rely on men or wealth for 
protection. He started looking to God. And amazing 
things began to happen.

God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and dispatched 
Isaiah to him with a message. The king and prophet 
were now working together. Isaiah said, “Therefore 
thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: 
He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a 
mound against it. By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he return, and he shall not come into this 
city, saith the Lord. For I will defend this city to save 
it, for Mine own sake, and for My servant David’s sake” 
(verses 32-34).

Sennacherib’s army eventually besieged Jerusalem. 
One hundred eighty-five thousand soldiers surrounded 
the city. No one could enter, and no one could leave. The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem prepared to die. 

But God dramatically fulfilled His promise. 
When the watchmen inside the city woke up one 
morning, they saw that Sennacherib’s giant army, 
all 185,000 men, were dead! God had sent an 
angel to destroy an entire army! God protected 

Jerusalem in a miraculous way for David’s sake and 
for His own sake!

Stunned and disheartened after his entire army had 
been supernaturally slaughtered, Sennacherib returned 
to Nineveh. He had been deeply humiliated. 

Still, Sennacherib recorded his conquest of 46 cities. 
This great Gentile king had conquered Lachish, Judah’s 
second-greatest city. He recorded that event on wall 
reliefs in his palace in Nineveh. Then he boasted that he 
had “shut [Hezekiah] up like a caged bird in his royal city 
of Jerusalem.” Tellingly, that is where history’s secular 
record ends.

Through artifacts like the Taylor Prism and Lachish 
wall reliefs, Sennacherib documented his successful 
conquests. But regarding Jerusalem, he failed to report 
on the one night that changed everything—for that city, 
for Judah and for the Assyrian superpower.

Sometime after his return, Sennacherib died an 
ignominious death: Two of his sons murdered him and 
then fled to Armenia, leaving another son to eventually 
become Assyria’s king.  

Why do you think his sons killed him? Do you suppose 
it had to do with this stunning defeat—the fact that in 
one night, the Assyrian army had been utterly wiped out 
by an angel of God?

You can’t always trust history and the documentation 
of men. But you can always trust the true history of the 
Bible. This is a hard lesson for mankind to learn. I have 

looked at the story of Sennacherib from 
the angle of secular documents and 
biblical records, and every time I read 
what the Bible says, I’m more and more 
impressed, moved and galvanized to 
action!

And two important figures at the 
center of this remarkable history 
left seals in the dust of Jerusalem!

Seal of Hezekiah
When you look at the seal of King 
Hezekiah, you have to ask why he 
created a seal depicting a sun with two 
downturned wings.

2 Kings 20 tells us that around the 
time of Assyria’s conquests, Hezekiah 
was “sick unto death.” God was really 
testing and trying this king. Humbled 
by his illness, Hezekiah delivered a 
heartfelt and tearful prayer to God. God 
then sent him this message through 
Isaiah: “Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
David thy father: I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears; behold, I will heal Re
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thee; on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house 
of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; 
and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for Mine 
own sake, and for My servant David’s sake” (verses 5-6).

After receiving this promise, Hezekiah asked for a 
sign that God would heal him. He was given the option 
to see the sun “move” either forward or backward. 
Hezekiah knew that the sun moves forward every day, 
so he wanted it moved back. And that is exactly what 
God did! The shadow on the sun dial moved backward 
10 degrees. The sun “moved backward” as a sign to this 
great king that God would not only heal him, but He 
would also heal Jerusalem and all of Judah! What a 
powerful part of this history!

The wings on Hezekiah’s bulla represent God’s 
healing and protection. This symbolism is repeated 
throughout the Bible. Psalm 84:12 says that “God is a 
sun and a shield”; Psalm 91:4 says we can take refuge 
under God’s wings; Ezekiel 16:8 says God will cover us 
with protection. These verses explain why Hezekiah 
would use this emblem on his royal seal.

The Bible interprets its own symbolism.
“But unto you that fear My name Shall the sun of 

righteousness arise with healing in its wings; And ye 
shall go forth, and gambol as calves of the stall” (Malachi 
4:2). This is essentially the same symbol as we find on 
Hezekiah’s seal. Let the “stone” of Hezekiah speak! 
This verse speaks with a thunderous voice today! God 
healed Hezekiah and the whole nation! That bulla is an 
impressive reminder of God’s protection. He promises 
that He will “arise with healing in his wings.” What a 
miraculous healing that is!

Our faith can become weak, just as Hezekiah’s did. 
We are subject to sin, just like one of Judah’s greatest 
kings. But Hezekiah really knew how to repent and to 
reconcile with God. What an inspiring story that is!

Dr. Mazar has said that the design for Hezekiah’s 
bulla was created after the invasion of Assyria. Why 
would Hezekiah choose this design for his bulla? 
He wanted to memorialize this miraculous history. 
Miracles such as this truly shake the universe! I don’t 
know how anyone could not be deeply moved by this 
marvelous truth.

Isaiah’s Message for Today
I believe God also safeguarded and preserved for us the 
seal of Isaiah. It truly is remarkable that these tiny, 
fragile artifacts survived for some 2,700 years!

The Prophet Isaiah is one of the Bible’s greatest 
prophets. Isaiah had a powerful warning for Judah in 
his book. But he did not write that message for his day. 
God instructed him, “Now go, write it before them on a 

tablet, And inscribe it in a book, That it may be for the 
time to come For ever and ever” (Isaiah 30:8). This verse 
is referring to the latter days—the age leading into the 
Messiah’s coming. Many other scriptures show that this 
is the time we live in today!

In his book, Isaiah took pains to record the entire 
history of Hezekiah, which is also recorded in 2 Kings. 
Why would he do that? It is because that history is 
prophetic—it is relevant for our time! We are living 
in the latter days. God wants us to go back to that 
example and learn some of the greatest lessons in the 
Bible.

The world is growing very dangerous. Whether or not 
people realize it, threats like powerful foreign armies 
are rising. The example of Hezekiah and Isaiah working 
together shows how such threats can be overcome! 
This combination is one of the Bible’s most powerful 
examples of a king working with a prophet. They give 
us an astounding example of the kind of miracles that 
can come from such a partnership!

The book of Isaiah contains some of the Bible’s most 
inspiring prophecies. For example, God says in Isaiah 
51:16, “And I have put My words in thy mouth, And have 
covered thee in the shadow of My hand, That I may plant 
the heavens, And lay the foundations of the earth, And 
say unto Zion: ‘Thou art my people.’”

What does God mean when He says He will “plant 
the heavens”? Many verses show that He is going to 
beautify the whole universe! He will cause the Earth 
to blossom like a rose, and then He will expand that 
beauty out into the cosmos! Isaiah 9:7 says that “of the 
increase of [God’s] government and peace there shall be 
no end”—forever! (King James Version).

God is planning for that future right now. You can 
be a part of it.

When you think deeply on these facts, it becomes 
clear why God wants to keep the vision of Hezekiah 
and Isaiah alive. Let the stones of Hezekiah and Isaiah 
speak. The history they represent is awe-inspiring if 
we truly believe it. Those stones have a thundering 
voice of hope for any age—but 
especially for the time we live in 
today!  n

‘Let the 
stones
speak’  

To learn more, request  
our free brochure   

Seals of Isaiah and  
King Hezekiah Discovered.



Swearing in ceremony of SupremeCourt 
President Justice Miriam Naor. The ceremony 

took place at the President’s house in Jerusalem.
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J e r u s a l e m ,  I s r a e l

U nlike the United States, Israel does not have 
a formal constitution. The nation’s founders 
intended to create a constitution after the state’s 

birth in 1948, but they never got around to it. 
Instead of creating a single document, Israel has 

developed its foundational legislation one law at a 
time. For now, Israel’s sovereignty rests in a series 
of laws referred to as Basic Law. The first Basic Law, 
created in February 1958, establishes the Knesset 
as parliament; the second, Israel’s Lands, legislates 
the lawful transfer of land. So far, Israel has 14 Basic 
Laws. 

Israel’s Basic Laws provide the nation’s view on a 
particular issue. Eventually, these Basic Laws will be 
consolidated into a single constitution, one that when it 
is formally created and ratified by the Knesset will carry 
the full weight of constitutional law. However, some 
believe these Basic Laws have full constitutional power 
right now, and can therefore be used to strike down 
laws and policies of the government.

In March 1992, the Knesset passed two hugely 
important Basic Laws: Human Dignity and Liberty, 
and Freedom of Occupation. Both laws passed easily, 
without controversy or debate, and with little fanfare, 
in a late-night Knesset session with fewer than half its 

The story of the high court’s slide into lawlessness 
By Brent Nagtega al
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members present. To those present (and not present), 
these laws were important, but entirely routine and 
uncontroversial. 

Israel’s lawmakers had no sense that they had 
created laws that would grant unelected Supreme 

Court judges power to overturn legislation. They failed 
to grasp that they were in fact diminishing the Knesset’s 
law-making ability and empowering Israel’s Supreme 
Court.

They had no idea that these two Basic Laws would 
return to repeatedly haunt the Knesset—and the nation. 

When passing the laws, Knesset members explicitly 
stated that they were not intended to invest more power 
in the Supreme Court. “We are not shifting weight onto 
the Supreme Court,” stated Member of the Knesset Uriel 
Lynn. “We have not established a constitutional court … 
with special power to annul laws. … This power has not 
been given to the court system. The power remains in 
this house.” 

But that wasn’t how Israel’s top judges interpreted 
these new laws. In May 1992, a member of the Supreme 
Court, Honorable Justice Aharon Barak, delivered 
a speech hailing what he viewed as a constitutional 
transformation. “Not everyone knows this, but 
recently a revolution has occurred in Israel. I am 
speaking of a constitutional revolution, in which the 

Knesset, as the constitutive branch, enacted Basic Law: 
Human Dignity and Liberty, and Basic Law: Freedom of 
Occupation” (emphasis added throughout).

Barak made clear that he considered Israel’s 
Supreme Court, comprised of 15 unelected judges, 
more powerful than the Knesset. “With the enactment 
of the Basic Laws, these fundamental rights have 
become ‘inscribed in the book.’ From now on, they 
bind not only the citizens and residents, and not only 
the administrative authorities, such as the government 
and local authorities. From now on, they bind the 
Knesset itself.” 

This interpretation of  these laws marked a 
colossal development for the Knesset and the 
nation. M.K. Michael Eitan was present at the vote 
and later described the drama. “No one spoke of a 
constituent assembly,” he said, “no one spoke of 
there being a revolution, and no one said that we’re 
carrying out any constitutional change. They voted. 
Months later, the people of Israel are informed: 
A revolution has taken place. [This is] the first 
revolution to take place without the people 
knowing about it.”

When they saw how the Supreme Court had 
interpreted these laws, many Knesset members 
protested. But these protests fell flat. The result? Since 
1992, Israel’s Supreme Court has used these two laws to 
usurp the Knesset’s power—and as we have seen more 
recently, to strike down the democratic will of the 
people!

Caroline Glick wrote that under Aharon Barak’s 
leadership, Israel “was effectively transformed 
from a parliamentary democracy governed by law 
into a judicial tyranny governed by the preferences 
and prejudices of a fraternity of lawyers that Barak 

edw
in trebels, Erin lexa/Watch Jerusalem

How did Israel go from being a 
democracy governed by elected 
officials to a nation ultimately 
governed by a powerful and 
unchecked activist high court?

The high court relaxes its 
definition of “standing” by 
deciding to hear a case based 
on presumed public interest, 
even though petitioners were 
not directly affected.

The high court 
expands “justiciability” 
by hearing a case on 
Yeshiva military service 
rather than leaving 
the decision to elected 
Knesset officials.

1978–1995
Aharon Barak, Justice on the Supreme Court of Israel

Two Basic Laws of Human 
Dignity and Freedom of Occupation 
pass in the Knesset, unwittingly 
giving the court the ability to 
overturn any new legislation.

19871986 1992
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empowered to adjudicate permissible behavior on 
the basis of their shared radical political preferences” 
(Jerusalem Post, July 2, 2009).

Earlier this year,  Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu lamented the rise of Israel’s activist judicial 
system. “There is no democracy here, but a government 
of bureaucrats and jurists,” he said in private comments 
reported by Haaretz on April 5.

How did this happen? How did Israel go from being 
a democracy governed by elected officials to a nation 
ultimately governed by an all-powerful, unrestrained, 
activist high court? The answer is shocking. 

Standing and Justiciability
While the passage of the two 1992 Basic Laws was 
critical to augmenting the high court’s authority, Israel’s 
highest court was growing more assertive and activist 
even before 1992. 

In the late 1980s, the court began to expand its 
authority to rule on cases it considered important. 
This new judicial activism in Israel was actually part of 
a larger global trend. In America and elsewhere, rather 
than simply adjudicating cases based on established 
laws, courts were becoming more active in the creation 
of laws.

This activist surge was initiated by Barak’s 
predecessor, Supreme Court President Meir Shamgar. 
Until the 1980s, the Supreme Court was the weakest 
of all Israel’s branches of government. But under 
Shamgar’s leadership, with Barak as his chief agent, 
several developments significantly increased the court’s 
role in national government. 

One of the first changes regarded standing, the 
principle used to decide who is allowed to bring a case 
(stand) before the court. Prior to the mid-1980s, a case 

could only stand before the high court if the individuals 
who brought it were directly involved. Shamgar and 
Barak relaxed this standard to allow almost anyone to 
petition the court to hear a case. 

Around this time, the court also expanded the 
definition of justiciability. This term refers to the issue 
of whether a case should be handled by the court. 

In the early ’80s, two separate petitions were made to 
the Supreme Court to challenge the government’s policy 
exempting Yeshiva from mandatory military service. 
Both petitions were rejected because they were not 
justiciable. In 1986, sensing change was in the air, lawyers 
submitted a third petition. This petition was accepted 

after judges determined that the case was justiciable. 
The facts of the case had not changed, but the 

high court judges now wanted to hear the case. Why? 
Because it was an opportunity to expand the presence 
and influence of the Supreme Court over the Knesset. 
The judges eventually rejected the 1986 case, but the 
decision to even hear it was significant: It redefined 
the precedent for what the Supreme Court could hear. 

In his 1986 decision, Barak said, essentially, that it no 
longer mattered if there was a law, the high court could 

With standing demolished 
and justiciability now all-
encompassing, there are no limits 
to the Supreme Court’s power 
to rule on every petition that 
comes before it—even if it means 
orchestrating petitions itself!

1995–2006
Aharon Barak, President of the Supreme Court of Israel

2006

While other Western countries 
restrict migration of enemy nationals,  
Barak wrote, “Since we do not have 
specific articles in our Bill of Rights 
that deal with equality and the right to 
family life, I decided that these rights 
are part of the right to human dignity.”

1997

In a hearing involving gas 
masks, the high court determines 
that Basic Law: Human Dignity, “has 
a broader meaning the sum total of 
the recognized specific rights.”

2020

Whether or not 
Netanyahu and Gantz are 
permitted by the court to 
form a government, the 
battle over who is sovereign 
in Israel will continue.
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now determine whether something was justiciable or 
not. Barak later told Haaretz newspaper, “I think all 
is justiciable.” 

In 1987, another landmark case further weakened 
the court’s position on standing. A justice minister 
had refused to extradite an Israeli citizen to France, 
where he was wanted for murder; two members of 
the Knesset petitioned the high court to judge the 
case against him. Traditionally, the court would have 
determined that the petitioners had no standing as 
they were not directly affected. However, Shamgar 
asserted that since the case was a matter of public 
interest, the high court would hear the petition. The 
court had once again rejected tradition and assumed 
more power. 

By the late 
1980s, the Su- 
preme Court’s 
new interpre- 
tations of stan- 
d i n g  a n d  j u - 
s t i c i a b i l i t y 
h a d  o p e n e d 
the floodgates 
for new cases 
t h a t  c o u l d 
now come be- 
fore the court. 
Without these 
p r i n c i p l e s 
l i m i t i n g  t h e 
court’s power, 
the high court was now able to involve itself in 
virtually any legal case it wanted.

Not only that, it meant that 15 Supreme Court 
justices—unelected men susceptible to bias and 
political intrigue—could potentially arrange for cases 
to come before the court, where they could then make 
rulings and judgments and even issue penalties. 

This happens more than most people are aware. For 
example, earlier this year, recordings were leaked of 
Supreme Court Justice Hanan Meltzer talking to Ben 
Meir, a left-wing political activist. In the conversation, 
Justice Meltzer is heard encouraging Meir to petition 
the court regarding an election issue so the Supreme 
Court could intervene. This judge was attempting to use 
the Supreme Court to interfere with national elections 
and advance the agenda of the radical left!

“The judges were clearly inviting the next petitioners 
so that they could intervene in the coming election 
results,” reported Israel Hayom (January 30).

With standing demolished and justiciability now 
all-encompassing, there are no limits to the Supreme 

Court’s power to rule on every petition that comes 
before it—even if it means orchestrating petitions 
itself!

Who Defines Human Dignity?
In the late 1980s, the Supreme Court also expanded 
its standard for judging cases so it wouldn’t have to 
rely on written law. It began to base decisions against 
the government not on the letter of the law, but on 
whether they deemed something “extremely 
unreasonable.” “Since deciding the reasonability of a 
given action is essentially a policy judgment of the kind 
that governments are elected to make, the court was 
now asserting veto power over government policy,” 

l o n g t i m e 
I s r a e l i  l e g a l 
commentator 
Evelyn Gordon 
wrote in 2016. 

N at u r a l l y, 
the high court’s 
d e f i n i t i o n 
of “extremely 
unreasonable” 
often differs 
f ro m  th at  o f 
the democrat-
ically elected 
l e g s l a t o r s . 
B e f o r e  t h e 
1 9 9 2  B a s i c 
L aw s ,  i f  t h e 

Knesset disagreed with a Supreme Court decision it 
could oppose the decision by forming new legislation, 
which would have to be approved by lawmakers (who 
were elected by the people). The court would have to 
respect this new law. But as Gordon wrote, “The 1992 
Basic Laws did away with this recourse; by stipulating 
that no subsequent legislation could violate the prin-
ciples protected therein, the laws in effect gave the 
court the ability to overturn any new legislation that, in 
its opinion, contradicted those principles.” Treating the 
1992 Basic Laws as Israel’s constitution removed the 
public’s option to oppose the court’s ruling by creating 
further legislation. 

Remember, Israel’s Basic Laws are not specific and 
detailed. They are general principles open to wide-
ranging interpretation. Basic Law: Human Dignity 
and Liberty, for example, includes protections such as, 

“There shall be no violation of the life, body or dignity of 
any person,” and all people are “entitled to protection of 
their life, body and dignity.” Though Israelis agree that 
the principle of human dignity is a necessary right of 

Hooded gas 
mask kits 
for bearded 
men’s “self-
image”. 

home front command
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Israel’s citizens, there is no consensus on the precise 
definition of human dignity.

The justices on the Supreme Court have assumed 
the responsibility of defining “human dignity” and 
many other terms in the Basic Law. This gives the 
court tremendous power, including the power to 
strike down Knesset laws that do not fit with the court’s 
interpretation of “human dignity.” 

Consider some examples of where the court’s own 
expansive definition of human dignity gave it power 
over the Knesset. 

The court decided that human dignity includes the 
right to family life. While other Western countries 
restrict migration of enemy nationals, the court 
d e c i d e d  th at  Is - 
rael must in prin-
c i p l e  a l l o w  a l l 
Palestinians who 
marry Israelis to 
move to Israel to be 
with their spouse—
even if their spouse 
is  hostile to the 
S t a t e  o f  I s r a e l . 
How does human 
d i g n i ty  i n c l u d e 
this? In a May 2006 
e-mail published 
in Haaretz, Barak 
wrote,  “I  deter-
m i n e d  t h at  t h e 
right to family life 
is a constitutional right of the Israeli spouse and his 
children. … Since we do not have specific articles in our 
Bill of Rights that deal with equality and the right to 
family life, I decided that these rights are part of the 
right to human dignity.”

Note that: Aharon Barak decided! 
In 1997, the high court also decided that human 

dignity includes the right to determine self-image. 
While somewhat comical, this case ruled that the 
government had to supply a bearded man with a larger, 
specialty gas mask because the government was giving 
out normal gas masks to others free of charge. This 
ruling was not based on religious grounds of the man, 
but rather that a “beard is part of a man’s self-image.” In 
its ruling, the court admitted that there was no direct 
attribution to self-image in the human dignity law, but 
that the constitutional value “has a broader meaning 
than the sum total of the recognized specific rights.” 
Gordon elaborated on this ruling, writing, “Thanks to 
the new court-created rights, the government today has 
to deliver an unknown sum—potentially in the millions 

of shekels—from the budget approved by the Knesset 
into protecting the self-image of the bearded in time of 
war.” 

These examples reveal the ultimate power the 
Supreme Court has to dictate policy to the government. 
To Barak and his activist comrades, the fact that the 
Basic Laws are general principles rather than specific 
laws does not prompt caution. To the contrary, they see 
it as an opportunity to effectively create law. In a May 19, 
1992, speech, Barak stated, “As with all constitutional 
legislation, the two Basic Laws are sometimes phrased in 
generalities. They employ ‘majestic generalities.’ … The 
principle organ of state that must pour content 
into the majestic generalities, and must resolve 

t h e  i n h e r e n t 
c o n f l i c t s ,  i s 
the judiciary—  
p r i m a r i ly  t h e 
Supreme Court.” 

T h i s  m a n 
considers it  his 
job to fill in all the 
undefined gaps in 
Israel’s Basic Law. 
In other words, he 
believes it is his job 
to make laws!

W i t h  t h e s e 
B a s i c  L a w s , 

“Israeli society has 
imposed upon us, 
the justices of the 

Supreme Court, the task of giving content to the 
molds for human rights that will befit our values as 
a Jewish democratic state” (ibid). The phrase “giving 
content to the molds” refers to the role of the justices 
to determine what those Jewish values are, and to then 
judge Knesset or government decisions according to 
those values. 

Judicial activism of this nature ought to alarm 
Israel’s public. The high court has the power to strike 
down Knesset law based on the justices’ interpretation 
of what those values should be. Barak noted in his 
speech that that process must play out “in complete 
subservience to the words of the Basic Laws.” But 
when terms such as “human dignity” are open to 
interpretation, the end result is a runaway court that 
will naturally judge cases based on its own moral 
compass, however inaccurate. 

Bork’s Judgment
Robert Bork, the esteemed United States constitutional 
judge, was a powerful critic of Aharon Barak’s judicial  Al
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Former U.S. Supreme Court 
nominee Robert Bork

Former Israel Supreme 
Court Justice Aharon Barak
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activism and liberal view of the law. Bork once called 
Barak “maybe the worst judge on the planet.” He 
said Israel’s high court was the most activist court he 
had ever seen. 

Bork wrote a scathing review of Barak’s book The 
Judge in a Democracy in the winter 2007 issue of Azure 
magazine. It offers powerful insight into the dangers of 
Barak’s judicial activism. 

First, Bork denounced the way Barak redefined 
democracy. In Barak’s view, there are two kinds: 
formal democracy (rule of the people through 
elected representatives) and substantive democracy 
(independent judiciary, rule of law, and human rights). 
This definition blurs the critical separation of powers 
between the courts and the legislature, labeling all of it 

“democracy.” True, in democratic systems throughout 
the world, supreme courts fulfill a critical check on 
governments to uphold the laws they have passed. Still, 
these courts are not democratic. If they assume too 
much power, they become a judicial oligarchy. 

Today, many in Israel have embraced Barak’s 
deceptive definitions of democracy. It is common to see 

massive protests against the prime minister claiming 
that he is destroying democracy because he seeks to 
reduce the powers of the Supreme Court. This claim is 
bizarre, considering that democracy does not mean the 
judgments of judges but rather the rule of politicians 
elected by the people. An elected leader is the people’s 
choice in a way a judge is not. 

In reality, it is people such as high court justices— 
individuals in unelected positions who do not 
answer to the people—who are uniquely positioned 
to undermine democracy. As Bork wrote, rather than 
being a force that defends and upholds democracy, 
the high court  created by Barak undermines 
democracy. 

In his review, Bork focused on a passage in Barak’s 
book that underscores why so many Israelis mistrust 
the rulings of Israel’s Supreme Court. “Barak asserts 
that, even without any change in the Basic Laws 
and statutes, judges may insert a ‘new fundamental 
principle,’” Bork wrote. In normal democracies, these 
new principles would have to be codified through 
the process of legislation, which would be passed by 

Photo by JACK GUEZ/AFP via Getty Images

A bizarre twist: To many Israelis, any criticism of the unelected high 
court’s lawlessness is considered an attack on democracy.

An Israeli protester takes part in a “Black 
Flag” demonstration to protest against 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
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election was not ultimately about Netanyahu. For many 
Israelis, a vote for Netanyahu was a vote against the 
tyrannical court! 

 “Millions of Israelis are willing to vote for a possible 
criminal because they see it as the only chance of 
curbing the legal establishment’s takeover of 
Israel’s democracy,” wrote Gordon. “[T]he most 

common argument I heard was simply this: ‘Ousting 
Netanyahu would mean letting them win.’ In other 
words, Netanyahu the man no longer matters; he has 
simply become a ‘symbol of the much larger struggle to 
regain the fundamental democratic rights that the legal 
establishment—the courts, the attorney general and the 
prosecution—has steadily usurped over the past three 
decades” (January 8).

In the election, Netanyahu’s Likud party received 
more votes than ever. If Gordon is right, the election 
was a strong sign that Israelis agree that the Supreme 
Court has too much power. In 2000, fully 80 percent of 
Jewish citizens had confidence in the Supreme Court. 
A poll taken just after the election found that only 28 
percent of people believe the court’s rulings are “mostly 
professional.” According to the same poll, only 46 
percent of the people “generally believe” the high court, 
and 40 percent don't. 

This poll suggests that half the country stands with 
the court and half against. The longer this tension 
persists, the more desperate each side grows. Such 
deep distrust of the court is the logical result of Barak’s 
judicial activism. His ideas might have sounded good 
to the “enlightened,” but they have brought Israel’s 
democratic system to the edge of the abyss!

Roots of Lawlessness
Israel’s democratic system entrusts the Knesset with 
creating new legislation. Since the 1980s, the high court 
opposed this structure and has sought to establish itself 
as the nation’s primary lawmaking body. Today, a few 
top judges make judgments based on the “principles of 
the enlightened.” Instead of being led by democratically 
elected leaders operating in a system of checks and 
balances, Israel is led in many areas by a few unelected 

parliament, which is comprised of politicians elected 
by the people. The high court would then judge cases 
based on those new laws. 

In Barak’s view, this process is unnecessary. New 
legislation is not required to create new principles; 
instead, the justices can determine those new 
fundamental principles of society themselves. Of course, 
the justices don’t just make up these new principles, 
but rather, as Barak himself wrote, “a process of 
‘common conviction’ must first take place among the 
enlightened members of society regarding the truth 
and justice of those norms and standards before we 
can say that a general will has been reached that these 
should become binding with the approval and sanction 
of the positive law.”  

In a democracy, the “general will” is determined at 
the ballot box, where the public elects officials running 
on specific platforms. But this democratic process isn’t 
necessary for Israel’s justices: Barak and his colleagues 
can divine the principles of the enlightened members 
of society and then treat those standards as law. 

Who are the “enlightened”? More often than not, 
they turn out to be the intellectuals, the professors, the 
journalists and the judges—the politcally and morally 
left-leaning members of society. These enlightened are 
not a cross-section of society; they mostly live in and 
around the metropolis of Tel Aviv, where values are 
far different from those living in Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria or the south. 

Those “principles of the enlightened” or “Tel Aviv 
values” can then be used to strike down the decisions 
of a democratically elected government. And as Bork 
wrote, “Since voiding a statute requires overriding 
the will of the people as expressed through their 
elected representatives, what a judge thinks ‘society 
needs’ is almost certainly what a majority of the 
people in that society do not want.” But more than 
that, they are values that are morally bankrupting the 
nation. 

Consider Barak’s view of the high court alongside 
the standard outlined by Judge Bork, and you can see 
why Israel’s Supreme Court is trusted by less than half 
of Israel’s population. Many Israelis recognize that 
when the court nullifies the actions of a democratically 
elected government, they are no longer being governed 
by elected leaders but by unelected judges. 

Supreme Court Is Now Sovereign
On March 2, when Israelis voted for the third time in 
12 months, they were fully aware of what the vote was 
about. Roughly half the nation wanted to end the reign 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu; the other half 
wanted to keep him. For many people, however, this HIGH COURT PAGE 28 u

Half the country stands with 
the court and half against. 
The longer this tension 
persists, the more desperate 
each side grows. 
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T he Hezekiah bulla is the only seal impression belonging to 
an Israelite or Judean king ever to have been found in controlled 
scientific excavations. It was found just three meters away from 

the Isaiah bulla, in the same assemblage of soil, dating to the time period 
of Hezekiah (late eighth century b.c.e.).

The bulla was unearthed in 2009; however, due to some minor 
damage to its face, the full significance of what was written on it wasn’t 
realized. 

 In full, the bulla reads:
“Belonging to Hezekiah, [son of] Ahaz, King of Judah.”
The inscription on this bulla not only proves the existence of the 

powerful Judean King Hezekiah, but also confirms the existence of his 
father, King Ahaz. The symbols on the Hezekiah bulla also provide an 
interesting glimpse into royal Judean life.  

SIZE
13 mm x 12 
mm x 3 mm

UNEARTHED
2009–10

RELEASED 
2015

FRONTAL MOTIFS
Winged sun, 
ankhs

REVERSE 
IMPRESSION 
Papyrus and 
thin cords

INSCRIPTION 
“Belonging to 

Hezekiah,  
[son of] 
Ahaz, King of 
Judah”

DATE
Late eighth 
century B.C.E.

The Hezekiah Bulla
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LMLK SealsLMLK Seals
lmlk seals were stamps on the handles of official vessels 
used during the reign of King Hezekiah. The handles bear 
the inscription lmlk, Hebrew for “Belonging to the King.” 

A large percentage of lmlk seals bear the image of a 
two-winged sun—perhaps these were produced alongside 
this new royal seal in the latter part of Hezekiah’s life as a 
broad administrative change to the winged scarab lmlk 
seals and early personal seals of Hezekiah. 

The Winged Sun
While this is the first Judean seal to be unearthed in a 
professional excavation, several other seals belonging 
to King Hezekiah have come to light in the antiquities 
market (AM)—a place where artifacts of unknown 
provenance are bought and sold. This new seal 
impression helps confirm the legitimacy of the AM 
seals belonging to Hezekiah. Some of these AM seals 
bear the image of a scarab beetle with proud, upturned 
wings, rolling a sun disk. This is a deeply Egyptian 
symbol of the creator-god Khepri. The Prophet Isaiah 
warned against the Egyptian influence creeping into 
Judah before the Assyrian invasion (e.g. Isaiah 30-31). 
Hezekiah’s scarab seals would underscore the reason 
for those warnings. In addition to these seals, a number 
of lmlk jar handle seals belonging to Hezekiah bear an 
inscription of a winged scarab.

This new bulla indicates a significant change in royal 
logo design. As summarized by Dr. Eilat Mazar, based 
on the design, this seal can best be attributed to the 
time directly after Assyria’s invasion and Hezekiah’s 
miraculous healing. The rare display of a sun with 
downturned wings indicates protection. The ankh 
motifs at the sides, while still essentially Egyptian 
in nature, are universally understood to symbolize 
life—thus, the added years of Hezekiah’s life after his 
healing. Several biblical verses parallel the sun and 
wings imagery. For example, Psalm 84:12: “God is a 
sun and a shield”; Psalm 91:4: “He shall cover thee 
with His pinions, And under His wings shalt thou take 
refuge”; Ezekiel 16:8: “I spread My wing over you” (New 
King James Version). In particular, the imagery on this 
bulla is vividly expressed in Malachi 4:2: “The Sun of 
Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings …” 
(nkjv).

The winged sun may also carry additional meaning—
hearkening to the miracle performed at the time of 

Hezekiah’s healing, when the sun “moved” and the 
shadow on the sundial of Ahaz turned backward 
10 degrees (2 Kings 20:9-11). Perhaps even the lines 
extending from the sun—terminating in circular 
dots—are a depiction of this sundial, rather than solar 
rays.  n

¢ Sun disk

¢  Downturned wings
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I n 2009, the Isaiah bulla was unearthed together with the 
Hezekiah bulla by Dr. Eilat Mazar and her team, including students 
from Herbert W. Armstrong College. The seal was discovered next to 

the massive Solomonic-period Ophel walls. However, Dr. Mazar was not able 
to complete her study of the Isaiah bulla until 2018. News of the discovery 
was finally released in February 2018. 

The long wait between the bulla’s discovery and its release was due 
in part to ensuing excavations and the study of the Hezekiah bulla. But 
another reason was that there was some difficulty in interpreting the bulla’s 
inscription. 

The Hezekiah bulla is indisputable proof of the existence of the Judean 
king and his father, King Ahaz. Analyzing the Isaiah bulla, however, is 
more complicated. There is some debate in the scientific community as to 
whether or not this seal really belonged to the Prophet Isaiah. This debate 
is outlined below. 

Textual Analysis
Unlike the Hezekiah bulla, the Isaiah bulla has sustained heavy damage. 
Much of the upper half of the bulla is broken off. This missing portion does 
not hinder interpretation, however, because the top half contained a motif, 
not text (as shown by a small remaining sliver). The lower half of the bulla 
contains the all-important inscription bearing the name of the owner.

SIZE
13 mm x 11 
mm x 3 mm

UNEARTHED
2009–10

RELEASED 
2018

FRONTAL MOTIFS
Grazing doe?

REVERSE 
IMPRESSION 
Fabric

INSCRIPTION
“Belonging 

to Isaiah … 
[Prophet]”

DATE
Late eighth 
century B.C.E.
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There are two lines of text. Both lines are slightly 
damaged on the left side by a thumbprint, probably 
made by the owner of the seal as he held down the edge 
of the clay while stamping it. This thumbprint erased 
some of the letters. In spite of the damage, the first line 
of script is easy to interpret: “Belonging to Isaiah ….” 

The debate revolves around the text on the lower 
register. Three letters are legible: nvy. The Hebrew word 
for prophet is nvy’—a four-letter word, in which the final 
letter ’ (called an aleph) is silent. With vowels, the word 
is pronounced “navy.” Despite the silent nature of the 
final missing letter, the aleph is a critical root letter for 

“prophet.” The explanation for this missing letter was 
simple—the thumbprint damage clearly covered where 
the letter would be expected (remember, Hebrew reads 
from right to left). Reconstructing the full inscription, 
we thus have “Belonging to Isaiah [the] Prophe[t].” 

In spite of the simplicity of this solution, a complex 
semantic debate has taken place over whether the aleph 
existed. If it did not, the three remaining visible letters 
would leave two options: 1.) Nvy as a patronym (father’s 
name), or 2.) Nvy as an ethnicon (place of origin). 

As a patronym, the bulla would read “Isaiah, [son 
of] Nvy” (a name probably pronounced “Novy”). Two 
impressions have been found at Tel Lachish, both made 
by a single seal, with the patronym “son of Nvy,” so there 
is a precedent for this name (despite the Isaiah bulla 
missing the “son of” attribution).

As an ethnicon, the bulla would translate to “Isaiah 
[the] Novite”—Nvy in this case pronounced “Novay,” 
someone of the biblical city of Nob (spelled Nv in 
Hebrew). While technically possible, this option is 
somewhat problematic. It is unusual for such a seal to 
identify someone as being “of” a city. Seals were meant 
to clearly identify the owner—and given that Isaiah was 
a common name, “Isaiah of Nob” would have been an 
exceptionally vague identification. Seals typically used 
a family name or specific title to identify an individual.

These are the two primary counterarguments in the 
debate, and were outlined by Dr. Mazar and her assistant 
Reut Ben-Aryeh when drawing their conclusions. 

However, taking into account the preserved bulla 
border, Ben-Aryeh was able to retrace the overall 
outline of the bulla. This outline indicated that there 
was originally a four-letter word in the lower register—
precisely the right amount of space for nvy’, prophet (as 
well as an h—“the”—at the end of the middle register—
thus completing “Isaiah the Prophet”) .

Still, this does not conclude the debate. If there were 
four letters, and the final one wasn’t an aleph (making 

“prophet”), there could theoretically be any number of 
combinations. However, they are largely all speculative 
rather than rooted in known Hebrew words.  Co
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doing this overlooks some of the most important and 
compelling evidence that this seal belongs to Isaiah the 
prophet: the archaeological context. 

Archaeological Analysis 
Based on the findspot, this bulla dates to the late eighth 
century b.c.e., precisely the time that the Prophet Isaiah 
was on the scene. The bulla was found just outside the 
royal Ophel area, the very place where Isaiah served. 
And it lay barely 10 feet from the bulla belonging to 
King Hezekiah, a man Isaiah directly served alongside. 
These bullae were found in exactly the same assemblage 
and strata of soil. King Hezekiah and Isaiah the prophet 
are mentioned together in 16 Bible verses. Their literal 
physical and biblical proximity is compelling. 

Given these facts, what are the chances that this is 
another Isaiah Nvy[?], separate from the Isaiah Nvy’ of 
the Bible? What are the chances that this individual 
happens to have exactly the same name and title, 

excepting one letter? Such a coincidence 
would be extraordinary—requiring just 

as much of  a  “miracle” as the deeds 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h ro u g h  t h e 
prophet himself!

Only high-ranking individ-
uals carried personal seals. Two 
high-ranking, late-eighth-cen-
tury b.c.e. Isaiah Nvy[?]s in the 
same place and time together? 
As Dr. Mazar herself wrote in 
Biblical Archaeology Review, the 

“chances of it belonging to any 
other but the known Prophet 
Isaiah are extremely slim.” 

The sum weight of evidence 
thus points to this being the 

p e r s o n a l  s ea l  o f  Is a i a h  th e 
prophet. n

Of the 23,466 different words in the Hebrew Bible, 
there are two options for a four-letter word starting 
with nvy: the title prophet (nvy’) or the name Nebajoth 
(nvyt).

“Isaiah [son of] Nebajoth” is extremely unlikely. It 
is a foreign name given to only one individual early 
in the book of Genesis (a son of Ishmael)—predating 
the eighth-century b.c.e. bulla by over a millennium. 
After that period, it is referenced once as a place name, 
probably for these descendants of Ishmael. This name 
is found five times in the Bible—four of those spell the 
name with five letters (nvywt), which would not fit on 
the bulla. And if the middle line indeed included the 
infinitive h (“the”), as is indicated by the reconstructed 
border outline, this would further negate Nebajoth, as 
it would have to be an ethnicon—thus requiring an 
additional y to make “the Nebajothite”—and resulting 
in five or six letters, depending on the spelling of 
Nebajoth (nvyty or nvywty).

Long story short,  based on textual 
analysis alone, the most logical four-
letter word for the lower register is 
nvy’, “prophet,” ending in aleph—a 
w o r d  u s e d  3 2 0  t i m e s  i n  t h e 
Hebrew Bible. And upon recent 
reexamination of the bulla, it 
appears that a part of an aleph 
is visible in the bottom register, 
just above the fingerprint damage. 
T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r e s e r v e d 
lines matching the outline of an 
aleph. If this proves true, the bulla 
unquestionably reads: “Belonging to 
Isaiah the Prophet.” 

B u t  t h e  a b o v e  e v i d e n c e 
cited comes from only a textual 
examination of the bulla. Many 
e pi g rap h e r s  s to p  th e re.  But 

Interesting TidbitsInteresting Tidbits
The preserved sliver of a motif at the top of the bulla 
is believed to be that of a grazing doe—imagery the 
prophet used in his book (Isaiah 11:6; 13:14; 35:6). 

The placement of the damaging thumbprint, to 
steady the bulla, indicates that the user was right-
handed. It is thus apparent that we here have the unique 
fingerprint of the prophet himself!

The upper half of the bulla had split off due to 
the string cord that bound the package beneath it, 

creating a weak point through the bulla. Further, 
the reserve side of the bulla bears a cloth sack 
imprint. This seems unusual at first, since one 
would naturally expect a prophet to seal a papyrus 
letter or some kind of written document. However, 
the bulla was found just outside what is believed to 
be the royal Ophel bakery area. Perhaps the sack 
contained a food item. Even this fits: In 2 Kings 20:7, 
Isaiah ordered a “cake of figs” to be delivered to a 
sick Hezekiah.

Reconstructed outline of the Isaiah bulla, based 
on the preserved border. Note that in the middle 

register the spacing indicates the presence of 
two more letters, and in the lower register, one.



May-june 2020 19

W e live in a world full of 
symbols.  Symbols  of  al l 
shapes and sizes and colors 

embellish everything from flags to 
machines to food packaging. There’s 
a good chance that right now you are 
surrounded by dozens of symbols, each 
with its own special meaning and origin.

During the coronavirus pandemic, 
o n e  s y m b o l  h a s  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y 
prominent. It is everywhere, plastered 
on everything from mundane cleaning 
equipment to ambulances to medical 
schools and journals to health-care 
companies. It is part of the official logo 
of the World Health Organization (who). 
This is the snake wrapped around a pole, 
a symbol universally associated with 
health and medicine. 

Where did this popular symbol come 
from?

Rod of Asclepius
The symbol of the snake-entwined staff 
is known as the “Rod of Asclepius.” It 
traces back to Asclepius, the Greek god 
of healing, who is mentioned by Homer 
in the Iliad (circa eighth century b.c.e.). 
Statues of Asclepius appear as early 
as the fourth century b.c.e., where 
depictions generally show him holding 
a rod with a snake coiled around it. 

The Serpentine 
Symbol of Healing: 

A Biblical Origin?
Where did this 
famous medical 
symbol come from?  
By Christopher Eames
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Exactly why a snake-wrapped rod is connected to 
the Greek god of healing is unclear. Among the various 
theories, one relates to the fact that snakes shed 
their skin, thus symbolizing regeneration, 

“healing.” 
But there is evidence of a 

deeper meaning, an even 
earlier source for the Greek 
symbol. 

Numerous ancient 
Greek stories either 
parallel or are directly 
derived from earlier 
b i b l i c a l  s o u r c e s . 
S t u d y  a n c i e n t 
G r e e k  l i t e r at u r e 
and mythology and 
you will see parallels 
i n  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  o f 
a  C reat i o n ,  a  G reat 
Flood, and a “Tower of 
Babel.” You’ll see stories 
r e m a r k a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o 
biblical accounts from Noah’s 
ark to Moses’ “ark of bulrushes.” 
The colorful personalities and tales 
attached to some of the greatest figures of 
Greek mythology are remarkably similar to 
Bible personalities: Gaia and Eve, Cronus 
and Cain, Hephaestus/Vulcan and Tuvalcain (as 
pronounced in Hebrew), Apollo and Jubal, Deucalion 
and Noah, Hercules and Samson.

What about Asclepius and his snake-rod? Could this 
also have a biblical connection?

‘Make You a Fiery Serpent’
The book of Numbers describes the Israelites’ sojourn in 
the wilderness, after they were miraculously delivered 
from slavery in Egypt. What began as a journey of 
jubilation quickly turned into one of discontent and 
murmuring. By chapter 21, as they were skirting around 
the Land of Edom, the Israelites had become impatient 
with the long route toward the Promised Land. 

The people began to blaspheme God.  They 
condemned Moses and complained that he had brought 
them out of Egypt only to starve them in the wilderness. 
They detested the manna God miraculously supplied 
from heaven (verse 7). 

Notice how God responded: “And the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died” (verse 8). 

With thousands of poisonous snakes slithering 
about, the Israelites quickly changed their attitude. 

They begged God to release them from the curse. Moses 
prayed on their behalf, and God gave him a peculiar set 

of instructions. “And the Lord said unto Moses: 
‘Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon 

a pole; and it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is bitten, when 

he seeth it, shall live.’ And 
Moses made a serpent of 

brass, and set it upon the 
pole; and it came to pass, 

that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when 
he looked unto the 
serpent of brass, he 
lived (verses 8-9).

Interesting! God 
had Moses erect a 

pole wrapped with 
a metal snake. This 

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a 
sizable object,  since 

the whole encampment 
of Israelites was able to see 

it. It must have taken some 
time to forge as well, during which 

time many Israelites continued to lose 
their lives. (It is unclear whether the symbol 
was constructed of brass or of bronze—the 
original Hebrew word is difficult to translate.) 

To be healed, the Israelites simply had to look at this 
gigantic symbol. 

‘Merely a Brazen Thing’
This isn’t the only biblical reference to this serpentine 
symbol.

The statue Moses fashioned was carried all the 
way into the Promised Land. Perhaps it was kept 
as a reminder of God’s miraculous healing and as a 
warning for disobedience. Clearly it was an enduring 
and well-known symbol in the nation. But by the time of 
Hezekiah about 700 years later, it had become a pagan 
idol and was being worshiped. 

“Now it came to pass … that Hezekiah the son of 
Ahaz king of Judah began to reign … And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, according 
to all that David his father did. He removed the high 
places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, 
and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had 
made; for unto those days the children of Israel did 
burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan” (2 Kings 
18:1-4). Hezekiah had the statue destroyed, naming it 

“Nehushtan,” essentially meaning “merely a brazen 
thing.” The Hebrew words for brass (“nehoshet”), 

Public Domain

World Health 
Organization 

(WHO) logo
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snake (“nahash”), and divination (“nahash”) share 
the same root, thus indicating some word-play for 
this item.

Was this serpent-entwined pole the inspiration 
for the Greek symbol? This story is often cited in 
some form when discussing the origin of Asclepius’s 
rod. The parallels are obvious: a serpent on a rod, 
specifically relating to healing—and one that became 
the subject of pagan worship. Surely this is more than 
coincidence. 

But how did it get to Greece? There are a couple of 
possibilities.

Merchants of Dan
The Bible shows that this symbol survived in Israel for 
700 years, and was even worshiped by the Israelites. So 
it was common, well-known, and held in high esteem. 
Foreigners visiting Israel would have certainly seen 
this idol. The Philistines, Israel’s closest neighbors, 
would likely have been familiar with it. And the ancient 
Philistines had close ties to the Greek world.

In addition, the tribe of Dan also had close 
connections with the Greek world. Excavations at 
Dan’s “capital,” Tel Dan, have revealed a number of 
Greek artifacts dating to the Israelite period of rule. 
Dan was known as a brutal, seafaring people. This tribe 
actually matches quite closely with a seafaring people 
called Danaoi/Danaan, described by Homer as fighting 
alongside the Greeks. The Danaoi joined the Battle of 
Troy on their ships—an event placed around the same 
time as a biblical battle in which the tribe of Dan was 
condemned for having disappeared in their ships 
(Judges 5:17). 

Further, Dan is known as being the most pagan of all 
Israelite tribes, not only worshiping idols but stealing 
them as well (Judges 18). One of Dan’s symbols was a 
snake (Genesis 49:17; according to Jewish tradition, this 
was the symbol on the tribe’s flag). And the tribe was 
known too for its migrations.

Herbert W. Armstrong explained the prophesied 
“serpentine” nature of Dan in his book The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy. “In Genesis 49:17, 
Jacob, foretelling what should befall each of the tribes, 
says: ‘Dan shall be a serpent by the way ….’ Another 
translation of the original Hebrew is: ‘Dan shall be a 
serpent’s trail.’ It is a significant fact that the tribe of 
Dan, one of the 10 tribes, named every place they went 
after their father Dan.” 

Mr. Armstrong traced the “serpent’s trail” migration 
of Dan up through the Holy Land (Joshua 19:47; Judges 
18:11-12), across the Mediterranean (the Danaan), 
around the shores of western Europe and up into 
Ireland with the arrival of the Tuatha de Danann 

(“Tribe of Danann”). This tribe is described in Irish 
history as having originally been bitter rivals of the 
Philistines—just as the biblical tribe of Dan was. 

“They were principally seamen, and it is recorded 
Dan abode in ships,” continued Mr. Armstrong. “[N]
otice how these Danites left their ‘serpent’s trail’ by 
the way—set up waymarks by which they may be 
traced today.” 

The same could be said for tracing the origin of the 
serpentine symbol of healing itself. It is possible that 
this seafaring, merchant tribe, which we know had 
contact with the Greek world, passed on tales of such 
a symbol—or even established its worship in ancient 
Greece. 

Evidence All Around Us
The serpent-entwined rod of healing is a fascinating 
symbol spanning both ancient and modern times, 
first emerging in second-millennium b.c.e. Israelite 
history. (Perhaps there is an even earlier link to 
Moses. Recall the accounts in Exodus 4 and 7, where di
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Asclepius, 
the Greek god 
of healing, 
with a snake-
wrapped rod
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God told Moses to toss a rod on the ground, where 
it became a serpent.) The serpent-rod symbol later 
reappears in the first millennium b.c.e. in the 
account of Hezekiah. And it later emerges in Greek 
texts and artwork.

Of itself, the serpent-rod is not stand-alone proof of 
the veracity of the Bible, but it does add to the burden of 
evidence testifying to the events recorded in the Bible. 

Very often, stories like the serpent-rod do not 
originate in a vacuum: They point to a core event 
that really happened. We see this with events such as 
creation, the “great Flood” and the “tower of Babel,” 
among others, all of which are recorded in detail in the 
Bible. Various cultures and religions all over the world 
have parallel accounts of these events. Often, as with 
the serpent-rod, the symbol or story traces back to a 
source event—one originally recorded in the Bible. 

Today many people see the Bible as outdated, a story 
of fiction with no relevance to enlightened society. The 
truth is, even in this modern world where the Bible is 
forgotten, we are surrounded by the Bible! Most people 
are unaware of it, but so much of what we do—the 
language we use, the symbols that adorn our flags 
and emblems, even the way we think—is directly or 
indirectly connected to the Bible.

In the case of the snake-rod, who would have 
thought that such a ubiquitous symbol could have 
such a web of historical connections that go all the 
way back to Exodus and the Israelites’ journey in the 
wilderness? 

In Isaiah 40:9, the Prophet Isaiah discusses his 
commission to help the people of his day see God. 
He delivered a “Behold your God!” message. This 
same message exists today: God can be witnessed in 
the archaeological discoveries that we write about 
in Watch Jerusalem—as well as personal miracles, 
healings, answered prayers. But He can also be beheld 
even in the more “mundane” aspects of life—from the 
common biblical catchphrases we unwittingly use in 
conversation to the biblical origin of washing hands in 
running water to the little symbols all around us. n

aveomaria.com/julia goddard/watch jerusalem

King Hezekiah orders the  
destruction of the bronze serpent.

Have you ever 
proved the

Bible’s authority?
Or have you simply assumed? 

Request your free copy of our booklet  
The Proof of the Bible.
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A n exceptionally rare bronze coin, minted 
during the Bar Kochba Revolt (132–135 c.e.), 
has been discovered in recent excavations in 

Jerusalem. For some idea of how rare this coin is: Over 
22,000 coins have been discovered within the Old City 
of Jerusalem. Of those, only four have dated to the time 
of this revolt. 

This find is made more exciting by the fact that this is 
the only one of those coins to bear the name “Jerusalem.”

One side of the coin contains an inscription 
reading “Year Two of the Freedom of Israel,” together 
with a grapevine; the other side is stamped with the 

“Jerusalem” inscription and a palm tree.
The release of this new discovery on May 11 was 

timed to coincide with Lag B’Omer (33rd Day of the 
Omer), a holiday commemorating the death of the 
second-century c.e. rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and those 
who fought in the Bar Kochba Revolt.

The Bar Kochba Revolt occurred some 60 years after 
the Great Revolt (66–73 c.e.), in which the Romans 
conquered Jerusalem and destroyed Herod’s temple. 
It was the third and final of three Jewish revolts 
against the Roman Empire (the second was the Kitos 
War, 115–117 c.e.). The revolt was led by Shimon bar 
Coseba, restylized to “bar-Kochba” (son of a star)—a 
figure that many of the Jews at the time viewed as the 
prophesied Messiah. The early careful planning and 
initial successes of the rebels meant that Roman forces 
had to be drafted from other parts of the empire to put 
down the rebellion. Up to 12 legions were mobilized. 
They finally defeated the rebels through scorched-earth 
tactics that destroyed some 50 Jewish fortresses and 
1,000 towns and killed nearly 600,000 Jews (according 
to the third-century Roman historian Dio Cassius; this 
death toll was followed by many more as a result of 
disease and famine). Still, the Roman victory came at a 
severe cost: the destruction of two full legions, the near-
destruction of a third, and the disbanding of another 
(possibly two).

Rare Bar 
Kochba Revolt 
Coin Discovered 
in Jerusalem

The coin was discovered during excavations by the 
Israel Antiquities Authority in the William Davidson 
Archaeological Park, located between the Temple 
Mount and City of David. The peculiarity of this find 
hinges on its discovery within Jerusalem. Other 
examples exist from other sites in Israel; however, the 
rebels never conquered Jerusalem, which had been held 
firm by the Roman 10th Legion (but which sustained 
heavy casualties during the rebellion). Israel Antiquities 
Authority archaeologists believe it was a “souvenir” 
belonging to one of these Roman legionaries stationed 
at Jerusalem. Nearly 20 other such coins have been 
found around Europe—likewise, apparently having 
been brought back as souvenirs from the European 
legionaries who had to be drafted to put down the major 
Judean rebellion.

The discovery and presentation of Revolt-era 
coins on significant dates is becoming somewhat of a 
theme. In 2018, Dr. Eilat Mazar (together with Watch 
Jerusalem excavation staff ) released to the public a 
special Great Revolt Year Four coin hoard from the 
Ophel Cave excavation, just in time for Passover. And 
prior to the 2017 celebration of Jerusalem’s 50th year 
anniversary of reunification, Minister of Culture Miri 
Regev presented a Great Revolt Year Two coin to Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

At the time, Regev commented: “I thought it would 
be a festive and exciting present to give you the coin 
that was found in the Old City two weeks ago. This coin, 
prime minister and my colleagues, belongs to a series 
of coins minted during the Great Revolt against the 
Romans, which have previously been found in various 
places. On one side of the coin there is a vine with 
Hebrew letters—Freedom of Zion, and on the other side, 
an omer cup. To me, this shows the close and unbroken 
link of the history of the Jewish people to Jerusalem, 
our eternal capital.”

The same could certainly be said for this latest 
numismatic discovery.  n

A 1,900-year-old Jewish ‘souvenir’ 
of a Roman legionary 
By Christopher Eames
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Bar Kochba Revolt coin inscribed with the word 
“Jerusalem” and a picture of a date palm
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T he Middle East and North Africa are in 
transition. America’s willingness to keep war-torn 
nations out of the hands of terrorists can no 

longer be taken for granted. At the same time, record 
low oil prices are severely hurting countries dependent 
on energy exports. 

Entire economies and governments are close 
to collapse. If this happens, Israel’s neighborhood 
could become far more volatile and dangerous. As 
the United States withdraws and the region grows 
more unstable, a new power will be forced to deepen 
its involvement in this vital, oil-rich region of the 
world.

On February 20, the price of Brent Crude, a common 
benchmark for oil prices, peaked at $58.80 a barrel. 
Throughout March, as the oil war between Russia and 
Saudi Arabia heated up, prices dropped to as low as 
$26.69. From then on, the price declined to record lows, 
reaching $19.33 on April 21. On the same day, United 
States oil prices fell to negative territory. In Canada, a 
barrel of oil from the province of Alberta was selling for 
less than a cup of coffee.

This rapid drop has especially hurt poorer 
oil-producing nations reliant on the commodity. 
The World Bank predicts that economic growth in 
sub-Saharan Africa will fall to –5.1 percent by the end 
of 2020. “The oil slump could not have come at a worse 
time for African countries. They are too dependent on 
oil for revenue,” an energy consultant based in Angola 
told Fin24 on April 24.

An oil shortage affects the world’s highest consumers 
most of all, but overproduction does the opposite: It 
drives down the price, hitting high producers hardest. 
Many of these nations and their regimes rely on oil sales 
for survival. When the economy reels amid a price crash, 
social unrest develops, which often leads to political 
change. 

Several African and Middle Eastern countries are in 
danger of this right now. 

Iran
In theory, increased pressure on Iran’s economy 
could force the nation down one of two paths. It could 
precipitate a nationalist movement that seeks to 

A Dangerous 
Neighborhood
Will increased terrorism and faltering economies prompt Europe to 
boost its presence in North Africa and the Middle East? By Daniel Di Santo

People chant slogans at a weekly 
anti-government demonstration in 

the capital Algiers on March 13. 

Billal Bensalem/NurPhoto via Getty Images)
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overthrow the Iranian regime. The more likely result, 
however, is that Iran’s leaders will lash out against Israel or 
its allies. Not only could this help restore Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s damaged popularity,  but it could 
also have the added benefit of raising the price of oil. 

“Facing crude oil prices below $19 a barrel, Iran 
is very likely to cause an incident in or around the 
Persian Gulf,” wrote the Washington Examiner on April 
21. Oil is critical to the regime’s survival. Iran’s main 
goal is, therefore, to raise prices. If Iran’s economy 
keeps contracting, its leaders may decide to force a 
spike in prices by violent means. This could entail 
an attack in the Persian Gulf, either by piracy against 
tankers or by laying mines, sealing off the strait to 
commercial traffic and temporarily affecting Israel’s 
seaborne trade. Saudi or Iraqi oil fields could also 
come under attack. 

Iran is the world’s largest state sponsor of terror. 
It could have its proxy militias ignite conflict in 
impoverished oil-producing nations, either to seize 
control of these resources or simply to drive prices up. 
This tactic makes use of a powerful force that routinely 
pushes oil prices up and down: fear. 

To some extent, Iranian proxies are already doing 
this.

Algeria
Algeria normally produces almost 1.7 million barrels of 
oil per day; it is the third-largest oil producer in Africa. 
It relies on oil for 95 percent of total exports and 60 
percent of its budget. Before the price crash, it had 
a surge in debt. In 2017, total public debt stood at 27 
percent. At the end of 2019, it had reached 45 percent—
before the worst of the oil crisis hit. On May 3, Algerian 
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune announced that the 
national budget would be cut by 50 percent this year. To 
avoid unrest, his government raised the minimum wage 
from $140 per month to $155.56 and waived income 
tax for low earners. Whether these measures will be 
enough to preserve peace remains to be seen.

“In the short term, Algeria can resist the conse-
quences of what is happening on the oil market. … 
But this exceptional situation requires urgent struc-
tural, economic and financial reforms,” a member of 
the Parliament’s finance committee told Reuters.

“Algeria no longer has the choice of delaying 
economic reforms. They are going to be difficult to 
implement, but this is the time to diversify the economy,” 
said a former Algerian energy minister. Reforms would 
tighten already difficult living conditions in the country, 
possibly leading to riots.

The situation is made all the more precarious 
because President Tebboune lacks widespread support. 

His December 2019 election was seen as illegitimate, 
with low turnout. He was only elected after the 
country’s largest protests since the Arab Spring ousted 
longtime President Abdelaziz Bouteflika. More protests 
could bring another change in leadership and another 
opportunity for radical Islam.

Terrorists are poised on the southern and eastern 
borders, ready to take advantage of internal chaos. Al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb has posed a persistent 
threat since 2007, carrying out over 600 terrorist 
attacks to date inside Algeria.

“Algeria has a long history of combating domestic 
violent extremism,” wrote the Counter Extremism 
Project. “Beginning with the outbreak of the Algerian 
Civil War in 1992, the government has worked to quash 
militant Islamist groups operating within in its borders, 
including the Armed Islamic Group and the Salafist 
Group for Preaching and Combat, among others.” After 
the Arab Spring, Algeria once again began to experience 
an increase in violence, with radical Islam playing a role.

A cash-starved government, unable to maintain a 
level of social spending that the population expects, 
could invite an Islamist revival.

Nigeria
Nigeria is Africa’s largest oil producer. Oil accounts 
for 9 percent of its gdp, 60 percent of its revenue, 
and 90 percent of its foreign exchange. It now faces 
an “existential threat,” according to the Wall Street 
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Journal. When the crisis hit, 
the Nigerian economy had 
not recovered from a 2014 
price crash. Goldman Sachs 
estimates the country will 
lose more than $9 billion as 
oil prices continue falling. 
Nigeria’s 2020 budget had been 
based on oil selling for $57 a 
barrel. Now, the best it hopes 
for is $30 per barrel. It will 
take in 45 percent less revenue 
than planned. Oil producers in 
Nigeria already contend with 
one of the highest break-even 
points in the world due to 
government corruption and 
high refining costs.

As overproduction floods 
the market, storage capacity 
i s  r u n n i n g  o ut .  N i ge r i a n 
oi l  c o m pa n ie s  a re  rac i n g 
to access and fill  the last 
remaining tankers at sea. “When there’s no more 
vessels to load the crude, then the entire world 
collapses,” said Kola Karim, chairman of Nigeria’s 
third-largest oil producer. “You will have serious, 
serious security implications. Unrest.”

According to Energy Industry Review, unemployment 
could rise by 25 percent. That’s in addition to 20 million 
people already unemployed.

These economic woes will have severe effects on 
everyday life. Inflation and currency devaluation could 
make essential products nearly impossible to afford. 
This is a recipe for social unrest and potentially even 
the overthrow of the government. Boko Haram has 
sought exactly that outcome from its inception in 2002. 
Since it began regular attacks in 2009, its members have 
killed 30,000 people. It would surely take advantage 
of anger against the government to achieve its aim of 
toppling Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari and 
establishing a caliphate.

Iraq
Oil accounts for 95 percent of the Iraqi economy. The 
country is the world's sixth highest oil producer, 
generating 4.4 million barrels daily. Consequently, it 
has been one of the hardest hit by the oil crash. The 
price of one barrel of Iraqi oil went from $74.80 on 
January 6 to $20.59 on April 21. The country lost roughly 
$11 billion in oil revenues over four months.

Mudher Saleh, a financial adviser to Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi, told Egypt Independent,  

“If we calculate the damages with the fall of oil prices, 
it’s no less than $120-130 million per day.”

Protests have shaken Iraq in recent months, and 
economic hardship has forced the government to cut 
social benefits, further angering citizens.

Nearly 1 in 10 Iraqis works in state-owned agencies, 
where the vast majority of income is derived from 
oil. There is hardly an alternative at present. Energy 
Industry Review wrote that “the pandemic effectively 
closed the Iraqi private sector economy” from March 
onward. Iraq does not have nearly enough money in 
reserve to deal with the crisis. Like Nigeria, Iraq now 
faces “a potentially existential threat.”

The country was without a head of government 
for six months; it only agreed on a prime minister on 
May 7. In the interim, Islamic State militants exploited 
the chaos, increasing attacks: These doubled in April, 
reaching 113, compared to an average of 49 the previous 
three months. Added to this, the United States is 
threatening to withdraw; it began handing over bases 
to the government and evacuating troops in March. This 
presents greater opportunity for terrorists to increase 
attacks on the war-torn country.

Unrest in Iraq directly concerns Israel. Iranian- 
backed Shiite forces have threatened to use Iraqi 
territory to fire missiles at Israel. Earlier this year, 
Reuters reported that Iran was moving missiles to 
western Iraq for this purpose. A weakened Iraq also 
allows Iran to move forces to Syria to directly attack 
Israel. 
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Filling the Void
Many similar situations are playing out across Africa 
and the Middle East. 

With America declaring its desire to leave the region, 
other nations are ready to fill a power vacuum. Iran 
and other radical Islamic powers are always close at 
hand, eager to move in as they did in Iraq, Libya and 
Afghanistan.

But another power is being primed to replace the 
United States in the region—one that is already heavily 
involved in Africa and is gradually getting more active 
in the Middle East.

A  E u r o p e a n 
U n i o n  F o r e i g n 
S e r v i c e  r e p o r t 
from May 8 shows 
that Europe knows 
the potential for 
dangerous changes 
in the Middle East. 
It stated that falling 
oil revenues “may 
result in increased 
r i s k  o f  s o c i a l 
upheavals, jeopardizing security and stability in the 
region” and increased “tensions between secularists 
and Islamists.” The EU expects that “[t]he plummeting 
oil price will have huge impact in Algeria.” Lebanon’s 
regime has been at risk from “growing popular 
discontent for months.” This report said, “Iraq, due to 
the combination of political instability, insecurity and 
low oil prices, stands out as a country the EU should 
focus its attention on.”

Germany’s inroads into Africa and the Middle 
East position it perfectly to get more involved. It 
has established small training missions in Djibouti, 
Mali, Niger and Somalia. It sends funds, advisers and 
training staff to Tunisia and Libya. The Luftwaffe has 
flown missions out of Jordan and may remain there 
indefinitely. And a secret Bundeswehr deployment, 
of which there may be more, was revealed last year in 
Cameroon.

Most would not expect Germany or its European 
allies to become the region’s next policeman. But one 
source predicts it will be.

In March 2019 we wrote, “Every important biblical 
prophecy that takes place in the Middle East occurs 
in a power vacuum created by America’s exit. In fact, 
Bible prophecy indicates that the U.S. will have vacated 
so entirely from the Middle East that it will not impact 
it at all.”

One of these prophecies is found in Daniel 11:40: 
“And at the time of the end shall the king of the south 

push at him; and the king of the north shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter 
into the countries, and shall overflow, as he passes 
through.”

“The king of the south” refers to radical Islam led by 
Iran. But this prophecy does not discuss a war between 
America and Iran. Instead, it describes an Iranian 
provocation against the “king of the north.” Who is 
this? Prophecies in Isaiah 10, Habakkuk 1 and Hosea 5 
identify the “king of the north” as a united European 

s u p e r p o w e r  l e d 
by Germany (the 
d e s c e n d a n t  o f 
the Assyrians; to 
prove this, request 
our free booklet 
G e r m a n y  a n d 
t h e  Ho ly  Ro m a n 
Empire).

Watch Jerusalem 
e d i t o r  i n  c h i e f 
G e r a l d  F l u r r y 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e 

significance of the term “whirlwind” in Daniel 11:40, 
writing, “Germany has expected to clash with Iran, 
and it has been working on a strategy for a decade or 
more. That strategy is almost complete. Germany has 
surrounded Iran” (Trumpet, July 2013).

The effects of the oil price crash could hasten the 
descent of these oil-dependent nations into social 
unrest, riots or even regime change. Iran and its 
terrorist proxies recognize the opportunity this 
will present, but so do Germany and Europe. Bible 
prophecy shows that Europe will establish a much 
greater military presence to secure access to necessary 
resources.

The prophesied clash between Europe and Iran will 
not bring peace. In fact, the Bible shows that Israel will 
look to Germany at that time for safety, only to find itself 
at the receiving end of a deadly double cross (Hosea 
5:13). At the very moment Germany attacks Iran, it will 
ignite the worst conflict mankind has ever experienced. 
This clash is clearly prophesied in your Bible as part of 
a series of events that will put an end to the cycle of 
conflict forever. n

For more on how America’s withdrawal 
and Germany’s growing involvement 
are going to affect Israel and change 

the Middle East, read our free booklet  
Germany’s Secret 

Strategy to Destroy Iran.tr
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judges. The nation is at the mercy of these unelected, 
“enlightened” experts. 

“Cursed is the man that trusteth in man,” wrote 
Jeremiah the prophet (Jeremiah 17:5). Why is man 
cursed when he trusts in other men? Because the 

“heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (verse 9, King James Version). 
This is the condition of the human heart and mind; this 
is the state of your heart, and the hearts of Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Aharon Barak. The human heart is 
subject to corruption and deceit; it is selfish; in many 
cases it craves power.

Ultimately, this is why democracies have checks and 
balances: to negate the lust for power within each of the 
branches of government. This is why, critically, those 
responsible for judging according to the national laws 
are not supposed to have the power to create the laws. 
When a court can judge a case outside of the law given 
to it by the legislature, it has unrestrained power. 

Highly educated and intelligent individuals, even 
Supreme Court justices, are not immune to the inherent 
selfishness and corruption of the human heart. In fact, 
the intelligent are generally more susceptible to trusting 
in their own talents, intellect and perceptions. 

In his free booklet America Under Attack, Watch 
Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald Flurry explains the 
origins of man’s selfish nature. Using the Bible, he 
shows that the selfishness and vanity exhibited by man 
today can actually be traced back to the rebellion of the 
great archangel that became Satan.

The prophet Ezekiel records this angel as the 
“most accurate, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty” 
(Ezekiel 28:12). But this impressive spirit being was 
corrupted by vanity; he came to worship his own 
beauty and intelligence (verse 17). When this happened, 
he became the epitome of corruption and lawlessness 
(verse 15).

The Bible shows that Satan is the god of this Earth 
and that he broadcasts this same spirit of vanity and 

lawlessness into the minds and hearts of all men. The 
“heart is deceitful above all things” (Jeremiah 17:9). 
In 1 Kings 8:38, Solomon referred to human nature 
as the “plague of [our] own heart.” In 1978, the late 
author and teacher Herbert W. Armstrong wrote that 

“the selfishness, hostility, deceitfulness, wickedness, 
rebellion, etc. that we call ‘human nature’ is actually 
Satan’s nature” (The Incredible Human Potential).

Though few would recognize it,  this is what 
explains the high court's descent into corruption and 
lawlessness.

One of the merits of democratic governance is that to a 
certain extent, it limits human nature. National laws check 
the power of individuals to impose their will and harm 
others. But when an activist court bases decisions not on 
laws but on what it believes the law should be, then human 
nature—Satan’s nature—is allowed to run rampant. And 
this, as the Bible says, leads to serious problems.

An Attack on the State of Israel?
In America Under Attack, Mr. Flurry doesn’t just expose 
Satan as the original source of the lawless spirit that 
has taken hold of America (and the State of Israel), he 
explores the specific timing of this alarming trend. He 
traces the trend back to the late 1980s and shows how 
events at this time marked a “major turning point in 
history.”  

He explores the U.S. Senate's refusal in 1987 to 
confirm Judge Robert Bork to the Supreme Court and 
explains how this was a watershed moment in American 
jurisprudence. “The tide turned in a big way in 1987,” 
he writes. “Law started to get a lot weaker. And 
lawlessness started to get much, much stronger.” 

It is not a coincidence that the nation of Israel began 
to descend into lawlessness at exactly the same time.

“Such a massive lurch toward lawlessness has a 
cause,” Mr. Flurry continues. “I want to show you 
exactly what that cause is. Most people will scoff at what 
I am about to say—but it is absolutely true, and you can 
prove it from your Bible. The most lawless being in the 
universe is a spirit being, Satan the devil.” 

Mr. Flurry explains how that around that time, Satan 
was cast down to this Earth in a similar manner to that 
described in Isaiah 14:12. Confined to this Earth, Satan 
has “turned his full attention on physical Israel—the 
modern descendants of which are the nations of Israel—
concentrating on three of these nations in particular: 
the birthright nations and the scepter nation, or 
America, Britain and the Jewish nation in the Middle 
East,” he wrote in March 2013. (To prove the identity 
of these nations request The United States in Britain in 
Prophecy, by Herbert W. Armstrong.)

Ultimately, this wicked, lawless being is behind the 

History shows that every time 
the Jewish nation has faced its 
demise, the problem can be 
traced back to lawlessness and 
bitter division starting among 
the people. Israel is now firmly 
within another one of these 
historic cycles of nation- 
destroying lawlessness.

u HIGH COURT FROM PAGE 11



I just received the 
"Coronavirus in Prophecy" 
issue. I am very glad of 
the way you analyzed the 
way Israel reacted to the 
pandemic. Effectively, 
they applied the biblical 
restrictions in case of 
contagious deseases.
The Torah is our way of living, 
for it is God’s true Word. 
God created the universe, 
thus creating and knowing 
the solution to any problem 
in life. God bless you and 
continue the good  sacred 
work.
Elya Cohen tarshiha, israel 

Everything the Bible says always 
checks out 100 percent. Cities, 
kings, battles, empires, etc, all 
there.
Matthew Morgan whyalla, australia

What beautiful words: “Man Has 
Lost Control of the Virus; God Has 
Not” (watchJerusalem.co.il/899).
Ezralisjoy C. Ng tel aviv, israel

Glad to see His story told straight 
(“Does the Serpentine Symbol of  
Healing Have a Biblical Origin?” 
watchJerusalem.co.il/540). 
Howard Schechter birya, hazafon, israel 

I love your site!
Yoni Brukire netanya, israel

Watch Jerusalem has a very 
interesting and analytical view 
point (“Coronavirus, Israel and 
Resurgent Anti-Semitism,” 
watchJerusalem.co.il/894). 
Bronia Hochberg haifa, israel
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feedback

It’s not just you.
Leaders and regular people all 
around you really are adopting 

radical and crazy ideas. It makes no 
sense, unless you understand the 

single unseen source. To learn more, 
request Gerald Flurry’s free booklet 

America Under Attack.

radical behavior of Israel’s Supreme Court! History 
proves that Satan is always trying to blot out the name 
of Israel, whether during biblical times or in years 
since (2 Kings 14:26-27). The recurring anti-Semitic 
pogroms against Jews are a constant reminder of 
Satan’s desire. 

Satan is the one behind this attack on the rule of law. 
“Is he going to get people at the top of the nations of 
Israel to cast the truth to the ground?” Mr. Flurry asked. 

“I believe so. That's the most efficient way to do it. Then 
he can use them to wage an assault from within on 
the truth and the law!” (ibid).

That statement summarizes what we have seen in 
Israel over the past 30 years: Israel’s Supreme Court, 
the institution that duty bound to uphold the law, has 
assaulted truth and law! 

History shows that every time the Jewish nation 
has faced its demise, the problem can be traced back 
to lawlessness and bitter division starting among the 
people. It’s hard to witness the bitterness within the 
State of Israel and not think of the historic parallels. 
Israel is now firmly within another one of these historic 
cycles of nation-destroying lawlessness.

However, the same prophecies that foretold these 
attacks against Israel also promise a time when Israel 
will finally fulfill its God-ordained purpose of being a 
light to the nations. 

The prophets Micah and Isaiah both wrote that in the 
near future “out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3; Micah 4:2). 
That certainly is not taking place right now. An honest 
look reveals only division and lawlessness coming out 
of Jerusalem, just as division and lawlessness emanate 
from capitals of the other modern Israelite nations. 

But not for much longer. As Micah continued, the 
Messiah will soon come, and “And He shall judge 
between many peoples, And shall decide concerning 
mighty nations afar off; And they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, And their spears into pruninghooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither 
shall they learn war any more” (verse 3).

God speed that day! n

For our free products visit 
watchJerusalem.co.il
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