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The Jeremiah Seals 
Restore Hope in 

David’s Throne

from the editor |  Gerald Flurry

Bet w een 2012 and 2015 , more than 4 ,500 
visitors toured the Seals of Jeremiah’s Captors 
Discovered archaeological exhibit at Armstrong 

Auditorium on our campus in Edmond, Oklahoma. 
Many others from around the world have requested or 
downloaded the brochure that accompanied this exhibit. 

Israeli archaeologist Dr. Eilat Mazar uncovered 
the two bullae—tiny clay seal impressions—featured 
in the  exhibit in the City of David in 2005 and 2007. 
Our volunteer students from Herbert W. Armstrong 
College were part of the 2007 dig that led to one of these 
momentous discoveries. 

Inscribed on these bullae were the names “Jehucal, 
son of Shelemiah, son of Shovi” and “Gedaliah son of 
Pashur.” Remarkably, both of these individuals are 
among four Jewish princes listed in Jeremiah 38:1. 
Each of these powerful men would have used his seal 
to bind scrolls. The discovery of these bullae is powerful 
proof of the veracity of the Bible. But it is more than 
that. The fact that these men existed points likewise 
to the existence of the prophet who wrote about them: 
Jeremiah. These discoveries ought to get more people 
thinking about Jeremiah the prophet and his message. 

Jehucal and Gedaliah tried to have Jeremiah 
imprisoned for prophesying that the sins of the 
nation of Judah would lead to destruction. He warned 
the people for 40 years to obey God’s command 
to surrender to the invading Chaldeans. God was 
correcting Judah for its idolatry, Sabbath-breaking 

The Jeremiah Seals 
Restore Hope in 

David’s Throne
What happened to David’s 
royal line is one of the greatest 
mysteries in the Bible, but you 
can remove that mystery and 
build powerful hope in your life! 

 God’s prophets routinely warned 
the people from conspicuous 

locations such as the city gate.
ISTOCK.COM/IVAN-96 
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and numerous other sins. He wanted to save the 
people from destruction, so He sent Jeremiah with a 
powerful message. Obviously, this would have been an 
extremely difficult message to hear—and these princes 
hated it. If only they had listened to Jeremiah’s warning 
and repented!

Thinking about Jeremiah and these two clay seals, 
it is easy to focus on Babylon’s brutal conquest of 
Jerusalem and the enslavement of Judah. But there’s 
another message wrapped up in these seals—and it’s 
incredibly positive. The seals of Jehucal and Gedaliah 
restore hope in King David’s throne!

The Davidic Promise
In 2 Samuel 7, God made a stunning, history-altering 
promise to King David: “When thy days are fulfilled, 
and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy 
seed after thee, that shall proceed out of thy body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13). God promised David that his 
throne would last forever!

Many other Bible passages affirm this promise. “For 
a child is born unto us, A son is given unto us; And the 
government is upon his shoulder; And his name is 
called [Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace (King James 
Version)]; That the government may be increased, 
And of peace there be no end, Upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, To establish it, and to 
uphold it Through justice and through righteousness 
From henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts doth perform this” (Isaiah 9:5-6). This prophecy 
shows that David’s throne will be in existence when the 
Messiah comes. 

Most Bible scholars believe that God’s promise to 
David failed when King Zedekiah’s sons were killed by 
the Babylonians in the sixth century b.c.e. Many people 
believe this lie and have totally rejected God and the 
Bible as a result. What a huge mistake! 

If we believe God and the Bible, we must believe 
that King David has always had a royal descendant on 
the throne! 

The seals of Jeremiah’s captors are prophetic. The 
prophet’s warning to Judah is the same warning 
being delivered today, particularly to three nations: 
America, Britain and Israel. With these seals, it’s 
as if the Word of God is crying out from the dust 
of Jerusalem! This message is one of tremendous 
correction, as well as hope.

What happened to David’s kingly line is one of the 
greatest mysteries in the Bible, but you can remove that 
mystery and build powerful hope in your life!

Commanded to Surrender
“And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashhur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and 
Pashhur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that 
Jeremiah spoke unto all the people …” (Jeremiah 38:1). 
The two clay seals uncovered by Dr. Mazar bear the 
names of Gedaliah and Jucal, better known as Jehucal. 
These seals verify the Bible and specifically 
Jeremiah’s warning. As Dr. Mazar always says, “Let the 
stones speak.” If we would just quiet down and listen, 
we would hear the stones proving the validity and truth 
of the Bible.

The Prophet Jeremiah delivered a prophetic warning 
applicable to this end time. His proclamation began 
with, “Thus saith the Lord” (verse 2). This wasn’t the 
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personal message of Jeremiah. When he was first called, 
this prophet wanted nothing to do with the intimidating 
responsibility of speaking for God to a hostile nation 
(Jeremiah 1:6). Jeremiah foretold the last days of the 
kingdom of Judah and its impending captivity to 
Babylon, which was completed in 586 b.c.e. after a 
19-year siege. It was a tough message to deliver—but the 
message came from God! 

The people had to choose between listening to 
Jeremiah or listening to Gedaliah and Jehucal. With the 
fate of the nation at stake, they chose incorrectly. Often, 
the easy choice brings the hardest consequences.

In Jeremiah 38, God’s prophet confronted his 
accusers. The Bible shows how these princes interacted 
with Jeremiah and Zedekiah. Notice Jeremiah’s 

dramatic warning to the nation. “Thus saith the Lord: 
He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence; but he that goeth 
forth to the Chaldeans shall live, and his life shall be 
unto him for a prey, and he shall live” (verse 2). Jeremiah 
urged the people to surrender, which was God’s will. 
This was their only chance of survival.

“Thus saith the Lord: This city shall surely be given 
into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall take it” (verse 3). The prophet repeated himself, 
just to make sure everyone knew that Jerusalem would 
fall—without question. When will we learn? God’s 
prophecies are absolute; they never fail to come true.

The princes accused Jeremiah of being a double 
agent for the Babylonians, saying he was trying to 
demoralize the people with a message of hopelessness. 

“Then the princes said unto the king: ‘Let this man, we 
pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth 
the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, 
and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words 
unto them; for this man seeketh not the welfare of this 
people, but the hurt’” (verse 4). These men only saw the 
negative side of Jeremiah’s prophecy. They didn’t see 
the hope!

It’s easy to focus too much on the bad news in 
prophecy. Even today, we must see beyond the 
indescribable suffering prophesied and see the 
good news. After the suffering, the Messiah comes! 
(Zechariah 14:1-4; Daniel 8:23-25). After the pain comes 
perpetual peace!

Today, God is speaking from the dust of Jerusalem. 
The Jeremiah seals reveal earthshaking, mind-
shattering, wonderful truth. They are proof that 
God’s promise to David of an everlasting kingly line has 
remained true.

Jeremiah’s Brush With Death
Shamefully, King Zedekiah gave in to the sadistic 
requests of Gedaliah and Jehucal. “Then Zedekiah 
the king said: ‘Behold, he is in your hand; for the king 
is not he that can do any thing against you’” (Jeremiah 
38:5). Perhaps Zedekiah knew better than to imprison 
Jeremiah, but he was too weak to control his own 
subordinates. 

“Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the pit 
of Malchiah the king’s son, that was in the court of the 
guard; and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in 
the pit there was no water, but mire; and Jeremiah sank 
in the mire” (verse 6). Jeremiah was sinking in mire and 
about to drown. It appeared that all hope was lost.

But God was with Jeremiah, even in the mud pit. An 
Ethiopian eunuch named Ebedmelech saw Jeremiah’s  
danger of drowning and begged Zedekiah to free him 

Discovered in 1998 in the City of David, this 
cistern dates to the First Temple period. Some 

archaeologists believe it is the dungeon into 
which Judah’s princes cast the Prophet Jeremiah.
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(verses 7-9). Zedekiah gave Ebedmelech permission to 
lift Jeremiah out of the dungeon (verses 10-13). It was 
Jeremiah’s job to preserve the throne, and he almost 
died before he had the opportunity to do so. God’s 
promise to David came within mere moments of failing! 
It’s a miracle that Ebedmelech even cared to do anything 
about Jeremiah’s plight.

King Zedekiah experienced intense agony for his 
rebellion against God and refusing to follow God’s 
instruction to submit to Babylon. After the Babylonians 
took Jerusalem, Zedekiah and his royal retinue tried to 
escape, but he was captured. Jeremiah 39:6-7 say that 

the prophet and his diminutive entourage to travel 
where they pleased. Jeremiah went to Mizpah, where 
he collected King Zedekiah’s daughters (Jeremiah 
41:10). He stayed there for a short while but was forcibly 
carried out of Judah and into Egypt by faithless people 
who ignored his warning not to go there. There, he 
prophesied that a remnant of the group would return 
to Judah (Jeremiah 44:28). The rest would not make it 
out of Egypt alive (verse 27).

But notice, there is no mention in the Bible of 
Jeremiah’s life ending in Judah. 

What happened to this prophet?
There is evidence that he went to Ireland. According 

to the Irish annals of history, “A wise holy man from the 
East came to [Ireland], bringing with him his scribe, 
also a beautiful princess, daughter of a king,” in 569 b.c. 
This princess was one of Zedekiah’s two daughters. King 
David’s royal line would continue through the one who 
Jeremiah brought to Ireland. You can find a prophecy 
about the royal throne being transferred elsewhere 
through a female descendent in Ezekiel 17:22; this 
prophecy is explained on page 20 under the subhead “A 
‘Riddle’ and a ‘Parable’ Tell!”  

Ancient records also indicate that Jeremiah took 
with him a harp, an ark and a stone called lia-fail, or 

“the stone of destiny.” These items all have one factor in 
common: They represent the continuation of the throne 
of David! (Where is the throne of David today? To find 
out, request my free book The New Throne of David.)

Isn’t this remarkable? The Prophet Jeremiah rescued 
a Judean princess and sailed across the Mediterranean 
Sea, around Spain and north to Ireland, thus preserving 
David’s throne with a female descendant of his royal line! 

There is a wonderful message of hope here for the 
whole world—not just for the Jewish nation in the 
Middle East. The Messiah is coming soon to bring 
salvation to all mankind! We must keep our focus on 
this future, never letting the bad news overshadow 
our hope.

“When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, that 
shall proceed out of thy body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom for ever” (2 Samuel 
7:12-13). God told David that his son Solomon would sit 
on an eternal throne. The Messiah will not come to 
a nonexistent throne! (Genesis 49:10). You can trace his 
throne for several thousand years—from David’s time 
to the present day.

“That the government may be increased, And of peace 
there be no end, Upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, To establish it, and to uphold it Through 
justice and through righteousness From henceforth 

Seal impressions 
of Jehucal and 

Gedaliah

the king’s sons were slaughtered before his eyes, and 
then Zedekiah’s eyes were gouged out and he was taken 
to Babylon where he became a slave and eventually died. 
What a miserable end! King Zedekiah would have been 
immeasurably happy had he just obeyed God.

Nearly all Bible authorities assert that God’s promise 
to David died with Zedekiah and his sons. They can’t 
find another descendant of David who could have 
carried on his kingly line. But they overlook a key truth!

God’s Promise Endures
When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon killed Zedekiah 
and his sons, as well as all the nobles of Judah, he 
believed he had destroyed the Jewish monarchy forever. 
At this point, he probably didn’t care what happened to 
God’s prophet; so he freed Jeremiah from enslavement 
(Jeremiah 39:11-12).

The Babylonian commander in charge of Judah 
supplied Jeremiah with food and money and allowed 

With these seals, it’s as if the 
Word of God is crying out 
from the dust of Jerusalem.

Courtesy of Eilat Mazar
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Some say that God’s covenant with David must 
have been conditional or applies only to the  
coming of the Messiah. What does the Bible say?
CLAIM: Jerusalem’s last “true” king, Jeconiah, was not killed by the 
Babylonians, and went on to have sons in captivity. Thus, the royal Davidic 
dynasty continued through Jeconiah’s descendants.
ANSWER: The Bible clearly records that none of the descendants of 
Jeconiah reigned on David’s throne. “As I live, saith the Lord, though 
Coniah [Jeconiah] the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon 
My right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence …. Thus saith the Lord: Write 
ye this man childless, A man that shall not prosper in his days; For no man 
of his seed shall prosper, Sitting upon the throne of David, And ruling any 
more in Judah” (Jeremiah 22:24, 30). As far as the royal throne of David 
was concerned, Jeconiah was childless. 

CLAIM: The Davidic covenant never applied to David’s immediate physical 
descendants. This covenant applies only to the coming Messiah. 
ANSWER: While the covenant culminates ultimately in the Messiah ruling 
on David’s throne, 1 Chronicles 22:9-10 clearly show that David’s physical 
progeny would sit on the throne till the Messiah comes. This prophecy 
mentions Solomon by name. “Behold, a son shall be born to thee … for his 
name shall be Solomon … He shall build a house for My name; and he shall be 
to Me for a son, and I will be to him for a father; and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom over Israel for ever.” Thus, the covenant began with Solomon.

This is also made clear in Genesis 49:10: “The sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, UNTIL Shiloh [the 
Messiah] come ...” (King James Version). Once that “sceptre” was given to 
a Judahite king—David—it would not depart, all the way to (not from) the 
coming of the Messiah!

CLAIM: The Davidic covenant was conditional upon obedience. Because 
of the rebellion of Solomon and later descendants, David currently does 
not have a man reigning on the throne.
ANSWER: 2 Samuel 7 reveals the unconditional nature of the Davidic 
covenant: “... I will set up thy seed after thee, that shall proceed out of thy 
body …. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever. … if he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with 
the rod of men … but My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thy house and thy kingdom shall 
be made sure for ever before thee; thy throne shall be established for ever” 
(verses 12-16). Even if following rulers committed iniquity, they would be 
chastened—but unlike with Saul, whose royal line was “put away,” David’s 
royal line would not cease to exist. 

Solomon, after all, did rebel—and God stripped away a major part of 
Israel (10 tribes), giving most of it to another king (1 Kings 11). But even here, 
we see the Davidic covenant already in effect. “[B]ut [Solomon] shall have 
one tribe, for My servant David’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake ...” (verse 32).

Other scriptures affirm that sin would not annul God’s promise—not 
even temporarily. Psalm 89:5 states that the throne would exist for “all 
generations.” Jeremiah 33:17: “For thus saith the Lord; David shall never 
want [be without] a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel” (kjv). n

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
even for ever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts doth perform 
this” (Isaiah 9:6). Nothing will 
impede God’s zeal to fulfill His 
promise to David! The stone 
of destiny is a part of David’s 
throne. That stone is a symbol of 
the Messiah. David’s throne isn’t 
so much a literal wooden chair 
as it is wherever David’s royal 
descendant is. You must know 
where this man is today.

There is no hope on Earth 
besides the throne of David!

“I will be to him for a father, 
and he shall be to Me for a son 

...” (2 Samuel 7:14). David’s throne 
is God’s throne, a family throne! 
The Messiah will come to sit on 
this throne to end mankind’s 
suffering and rebellion. World 
events right now are building 
to this most important event 
in all history! So many people 
are miserable because they are 
disobeying God. They are lost in 
their sins and hate any message 
that would wake them up. This 
stubborn mindset must change. 
They must be taught God’s 
spiritual law of love.

If the people had held onto 
this vision and obeyed the words 
of Jeremiah anciently, God would 
have worked a miracle to protect 
them from Babylon. They could 
have been inspired like Jeremiah. 
But the history books are filled 
with cautionary tales of human 
rebellion against their great 
Creator.

How about you? Will you obey 
God? Will you tremble at His 
Word? 

Believe God, and recognize 
the inspiring truth about the 
throne of David. The Messiah 
w i l l  r u l e  f ro m  th at  th ro n e, 
b r i n g i n g  a l l  p e o p l e  p e a c e, 
happiness and abundance for 
eternity. Turn to the throne of 
David and change your life for 
the better—forever. n
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E arly in the morning of June 26, a massive 
orange l ight  l it  up the horizon over the 
southeastern side of Tehran. Footage of the 

immediate aftermath of the suspected explosion 
quickly made its way to social media, showing the 
dramatic scene from different angles. A few days later, 
satellite imagery revealed that the attack took place in 
the hills of Khojir, about 12 miles east of Tehran.

The explosion and subsequent fire appeared to 
destroy a facility linked to the production of solid-
propellant rockets. According to the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, the Khojir site 
is made up of a network of underground tunnels 
suspected to be used in missile assembly.

Striking such a target would be a natural extension 
of Israel’s zero-tolerance policy toward Iran and its 
proxies. Over the past two years, Israel has struck 
missile facilities and armament convoys inside both 
Syria and Iraq. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has said that he will not allow Iran to place 
precision-guided missiles inside Syria and Lebanon (he 
directs almost weekly attacks against such sites). But 
the Khojir strike was different; this was the first time 

Many believe it can. Here is why we shouldn’t be so sure. 
By Brent Nagtegaal

Israel struck a missile production facility inside Iran.
On July 2, a second attack took place. The target was 

the Natanz nuclear complex, a crucial facility in Iran’s 
nuclear program. The building that was attacked was 
constructed in 2012 to develop advanced centrifuges, 
which are used to produce weapons-grade uranium 
for use in a nuclear warhead. Under the January 
2016 nuclear deal, Iran was required to halt work 
on these centrifuges. However, work at the Natanz 
facility continued.

When the new centrifuges became operable, they 
would have been taken deep underground, where they 
would have been protected by layers of concrete and 
steel, making it impossible for Israel (or anyone else) to 
destroy them by military strike. The centrifuges were 
vulnerable only while they remained above ground. 

Although Israeli officials have not confirmed that 
Israel was behind the attacks (standard practice for 
Israel), the consensus is that it was. Reporting on the 
attacks, the New York Times cited a “Middle Eastern 
intelligence official” who said Israel was directly 
responsible for planting a powerful bomb inside 
the facility. 

Can Israel Prevent Iran From 
Using a Nuclear Weapon?

Photo courtesy of National Nuclear Security Administration / Nevada Site Office
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In response to the attacks, Iranian officials 
demanded the international community condemn 
Israel’s actions. “This method Israel is using is 
dangerous, and it could spread to anywhere in the 
world,” government spokesman Ali Rabiei said during 
a press conference.

While Iran has not yet 
responded militarily, these 
mysterious explosions at key 
nuclear and military sites 
show that Israel clearly believes Iran’s nuclear program 
is advancing and perhaps even reaching a critical stage.

Why Now? 
While some far-left commentators believe Netanyahu 
ordered the attacks to highlight the security threat and 
win points politically, most security experts believe 
that Iran’s pace toward developing a nuclear weapon 
has dramatically increased over the past few months. 

Although Iran claims it is following the requirements 
of the nuclear agreement, it is widely known that it is 
breaking every stipulation of the deal. It has reduced 
its breakout time (the time it takes to produce enough 
weapons-grade fuel) from one year down to three to four 
months. Meanwhile, it continues to claim it has never 
desired to produce a nuclear weapon.

Israel’s attacks on these facilities indicate that 
Iran was crossing a red line and getting too close to 
producing enough material for a nuclear weapon. It’s 
also likely that Israel received a greenlight to attack 
Iran from United States President Donald Trump, its 
strongest ally. 

Curiously, one week before the first attack, the 
first copies of former National Security Adviser John 
Bolton’s book, The Room Where It Happened, were 
made available to reporters. In the book, Bolton writes, 

“On Iran, I urged that he [President Trump] press 
ahead to withdraw from the nuclear agreement and 
explained why the use of force against Iran’s nuclear 
program might be the only lasting solution. ‘You tell 
Bibi [Netanyahu] that if he uses force, I will back him. 
I told him that, but you tell him again,’ Trump said, 
unprompted by me.”

If true, President Trump’s take on military action 
stands in stark contrast to that of his predecessor, 
Barack Obama. The truth is, the actions of the Obama 
administration created the need for these recent 
interventions by Israel.

Beginning in 2009, the Obama administration 
engaged in conversations with Iran’s leaders about 
a potential nuclear deal. The president kept the 
talks secret from Israel, America’s closest ally in the 
region. President Obama was concerned that if Israel 

caught wind of the deal, it might attack Iran’s nuclear 
infrastructure. (In what many believe was a trial 
run, Israel flew jets into Iranian airspace in 2012.) At 
the time, Obama sent several emissaries to Israel to 
discourage Netanyahu from attacking Iran. In The 

Iran Wars, Jay Solomon quotes a senior U.S. official 
present in the meetings saying, “We spent many hours 
in these consultations with them that had the purpose 
of essentially dissuading that strike.”  

By September 2013, with the negotiations between 
America and Iran now public, the window to attack 
Iran had closed. If Israel attacked, it would be accused 
of undermining peace. Netanyahu understood that 
while the nuclear deal was horrible, it was vital that 
Israel maintain its relationship with America. Moreover, 
given the Obama administration’s utter contempt for 
Mr. Netanyahu and Israel, there was no guarantee Israel 
would receive support from America if Iran conducted 
a retaliatory strike against the Jewish state. 

With President Trump in the White House, Israel 
could attack Iran’s nuclear program. 

The Terrifying Reality of a Nuclear Iran 
Every Israeli action against Iran comes with a risk of 
retaliation, which is why it generally refrains from 
claiming responsibility for attacks. Were Israel to 
publicize a successful attack, Iran would be compelled 
to retaliate, escalating the conflict and putting lives at 
risk. Israel’s objective here was to conduct a limited 
strike on crucial nuclear and missile assets. Rather than 
totally destroying Iran’s nuclear program, or dealing 
with its fundamental urge to extinguish the Jewish state, 
Israel’s strategy revolves around slowing, or “managing,” 
Iran’s nuclear program, 

In fact, many leading security experts believe that 
stopping Iran’s march toward nuclear weapons is now 
impossible. Many agree with Shabtai Shavit, the former 
head of Mossad, who in a July 8 interview with the Times 
of Israel accepted that Iran would get the bomb. Israel’s 
goal, he said, is to deter Iran from using it. 

“That means we have to ensure we have the 
capabilities so that if you [Iranians] go out of your minds 
one day, and want to use [the bomb] against us, take 
into account that Iran will cease to exist,” Shavit stated. 

“The price you will have to pay if you want to utilize that 
capability against us will be prohibitive.”

In the interview, Shavit compared Iran to Pakistan 
and North Korea, both of which the international 

Recent attacks prove Iran’s nuclear program 
has once again reached a dangerous threshold. 
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community failed to prevent getting nuclear weapons. 
According to Shavit, Israel should accept that it is only 
a matter of time before Iran gets the bomb. Shavit 
believes that if Israel can continue to increase its 
defenses and deterrence capabilities, Iran wouldn’t 
dare use a nuclear weapon against Israel. An attack 
would mean Iran’s destruction.

This view, which is becoming more widely accepted, 
runs counter to Israel’s long-held position that Tehran 
is an irrational actor and would use nuclear weapons 
if it got the chance, regardless of the consequences. 
That is why Benjamin Netanyahu has pledged to stop 
Iran’s weapons program at all costs. “You don’t want a 
messianic apocalyptic cult controlling atomic bombs,” 
he told the Atlantic’s Jeffrey Goldberg in March 2015.  

The belief that Iran’s leaders would use the bomb if 
they got it is paramount to Israel’s first strike doctrine 
against Iran’s nuclear program. This is why, as Iran gets 

closer once again to producing nuclear weapons, Israel 
is attacking Iranian sites.

While Shavit’s belief that the threat of mutual 
destruction can deter Iran from using a nuclear weapon 
seems to be out of the mainstream, his analysis could 
mark a shift in thinking in Israel about the dangers of a 
nuclear Iran. Are some Israelis underestimating Iran’s 
capacity to behave irrationally? Have some Israelis 
grown too confident in Israel’s intelligence and military 
supremacy? 

Iran Wants World War
Shavit and those who agree with him overlook one 
crucial fact: Rationality and logic are often sacrificed 
on the altar of religion. With Iran, this is especially 
true. Since 1979, Iran has been ruled by radical 
Islamist ideology. 

“We do not worship Iran, we worship Allah,” declared 
the late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
following the revolution. “For patriotism is another 
name for paganism. I say let this land [Iran] burn. 

I say let this land go up in smoke, provided Islam 
emerges triumphant in the rest of the world” 
(emphasis added throughout). The Islamic Republic’s 
founding leader didn’t value national self-preservation. 
Above all,  he glorified martyrdom in order to 
spread Islam.

“Where do we look in drawing up the national 
security strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran?” asked 
Iran’s current supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
in 1991. “Do we look to preserve the integrity of our land, 
or do we look to expansion? … We must definitely 
look to expansion. The Islamic Republic’s survival 
depends on the support of a global Islamic force.” Here 
is another top leader endorsing the violent expansion of 
radical Islam, even if it means destroying the nation 
of Iran.

To many people, this thinking is absurd and entirely 
irrational. What does it stem from? 

Ultimately,  it  is 
rooted in an Islamic 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 
belief espoused in a 
branch of Shiite Islam 
called “Imamiyyah,” 
o r  “ T w e l v e r i s m .” 
T w e l v e r s  b e l i e v e 
that a figure called 

“the mahdi,” or the 
“twelfth imam,” is the 
last of a dozen divine 
imams who are heirs 
to an Islamic nation. 

Their eschatology says the mahdi was born in the 
mid-ninth century, then disappeared from humanity, 
and will return during a time of global calamity. The 
mahdi will arrive during an apocalyptic war and will 
bring justice to the world by raising the flag of Shiite 
Islam in every corner of the Earth.

Chaos is a primary prerequisite to this messianic 
figure’s return. Many Twelvers believe they can hasten 
his reappearance by intentionally stirring up global 
chaos. To Twelvers, it doesn’t matter whether you win 
the war, as long as you start the war! Bernard Lewis, 
an eminent scholar and historian, stated that for the 
Iranian regime, “[m]utually assured destruction is not 
a deterrent—it’s an inducement.” 

Among Iranians, Twelverism is not a fringe belief. 
Between 90 and 95 percent of Iran’s 83 million people 
are Shiite Muslims. Of this group, 85 percent are 
Twelvers. More than 60 million Iranians believe the 
mahdi will return amid massive global chaos! Khomeini 
was a Twelver. Khamenei, the current supreme leader 
and the most powerful man in Iran, is too.

“We do not worship Iran, we worship 
Allah. For patriotism is another 
name for paganism. I say let this 
land burn. I say let this land go up 
in smoke, provided Islam emerges 
triumphant in the rest of the world.” 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 

Mohammad Sayyad
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In 2012, Khamenei stressed how 
relevant the Twelver doctrine is in 
modern Iran. He told his people, 

“The issue of Imam Mahdi is of utmost 
importance, and his reappearance 
has been clearly stated in our holy 
religion of Islam. … We must prepare 
the environment for the coming 
so that the great leader will come.” 
Again, that “environment” is one of 
global suffering and anarchy! 

“Do you know why we should 
wish for chaos at  any price?” 
said former Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2005. 

“Because after chaos, we can see the 
greatness of Allah.” 

Those who believe Iran’s leaders when they talk this 
way know that it is dangerously cavalier to think that 
traditional deterrence will work against Iran. The policy 
of mutually assured destruction has never been tested 
against a nation like Iran, a nation with apocalyptic 
ideology and ambitions.  

In his book The Rise of a Nuclear Iran, former 
Netanyahu adviser Ambassador Dore Gold wrote 
an entire chapter explaining why it is impossible to 
practice a strategy of mere deterrence against Iran. 
He writes, “Can a nuclear Iran be effectively deterred 
from engaging in nuclear brinksmanship in the future, 
just like the ussr was deterred during the Cold War? 
This is an area where there is an extreme amount of 
uncertainty.” Even without nuclear weapons, Iran’s 
fanatical beliefs make it incredibly dangerous to Israel 
and the world. "During the Iran-Iraq War, it used the 
methods of martyrdom again for large human wave 
attacks against the well-equipped Iraqi army," Gold 
continues. “While the leaders of the Iranian regime 
might not want to lose their own lives in a military 
exchange with the West, they have not demonstrated 
many reservations about sacrificing hundreds of 
thousands of their own people.”

Even Dennis Ross, a former adviser to President 
Obama, agrees. In 2006, he said, “As for those who think 
that the nuclear deterrent rules that govern relations 
between the United States and the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War will apply in a nuclear Middle East: Don’t 
be so confident.”

Israel must be careful! It must not grow too 
confident in its military power. And it must not begin 
to believe that Iran will behave like a rational actor. 
Iran’s leaders can appear rational. And there are, no 
doubt, some in Iran who value life, both individually 
and nationally, over chaos and destruction. But Iran’s 

most powerful and influential leaders, the men behind 
the nuclear program, believe it is their duty to create 
the global chaos required in order for the return of 
their mahdi! 

Mehdi Khaliji, an Iranian Shiite scholar trained in 
the holy city of Qom, says the mahdi will not return 
unless “one third of the world’s population is killed and 
another third die.” Clearly, carnage of this magnitude 
requires the use of nuclear weapons. Can anyone 
guarantee that Iran’s mullahs will never use nuclear 
weapons? 

The Coming Apocalypse
In August 2006, Watch Jerusalem editor in chief 
Gerald Flurry discussed the explosive and terrifying 
combination of Twelver faith and nuclear weapons. 

“This should alarm all of us,” he wrote. “Imagine: Iran 
is the world’s top terrorist-sponsoring nation. It is 
about to get nuclear bombs, and its leaders believe a 
nuclear war will speed the return of their version of 
the Messiah. That means they are eager for a nuclear 
war. And once you start a nuclear war, how do you 
stop it?”

This is why it is alarming to see Iran’s nuclear 
program moving forward speedily. However, it is even 
more alarming to see some Israelis accepting that 
Iran will get nuclear weapons and growing confident 
that it will act rationally and refrain from deploying 
these weapons.

Thankfully, Israel’s prime minister clearly believes 
that Iran holds to this fanatical ideology. This is why he 
ordered the recent devastating strikes on Iran’s nuclear 
infrastructure and its ballistic missile program. But 
what happens when Mr. Netanyahu leaves office and 
Israel’s leaders begin to take on the view of Mr. Shavit?
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Supreme Leader of Iran, 
Ali Khamenei (front) leads 

prayer in Tehran, Iran.



10 watch jerusalem

The discovery of bullae is an exciting moment 
in any excavation. These miniature stamped clay 
seals—generally only around one centimeter in 

diameter, with the tiny names and insignia of various 
individuals embossed on them—bring “back to life” 
individuals who have been buried for thousands of years.

Thousands of biblical-era bullae have been 
discovered on excavations and acquired from the 
antiquities market. At Watch Jerusalem, we often 
cite the work of Dr. Eilat Mazar. In her Jerusalem 
excavations alone, she has uncovered over 200 bullae 
and seal stamps. 

Of the thousands of Hebrew bullae, a significant 
percentage of them date to the late seventh to early 
sixth centuries b.c.e.—the period of the Prophet 
Jeremiah. And of those, about a dozen relate directly 
to biblical figures, counterparts of the prophet. These 
tiny artifacts are a snapshot of their lives and work as 
described in the Bible.

What follows is the story of Jeremiah’s life, as told by 
bullae—the personal seal impressions of those individuals 
who knew, supported, instructed, and even attacked the 
prophet. This is the story of biblical individuals, vividly 
brought “back to life” through archaeology. 

Stamped Into History: 
The Seals of the Prophet Jeremiah
An account of the prophet’s life—told by the tiniest artifacts
By Christopher Eames

The Stepped Stone Structure: The 
Palace of David is located at the top, 

the house of Bullae at the bottom.

 W
ikimedia Commons
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Seal One: Azariah
The first stamp in Jeremiah’s story is a bulla inscribed 
with the text “Belonging to Azariah, son of Hilkiah.” This 
bulla was discovered during Prof. Yigal Shiloh’s 1982 
excavations along the Stepped Stone Structure at the 
northeastern tip of the City of David (for pictures of this 
and the following bullae, see infographic on pages 14-15). 

Azariah was a son of Hilkiah, the famous high priest 
(1 Chronicles 5:39), who served during the late-seventh 
century reign of the righteous King Josiah (2 Kings 
22). This bulla contains a two-generation 
match for both high-ranking officials, 
dates to the correct period, and was found 
in the corresponding biblical location to 
these individuals.

Hilkiah was King Josiah’s right-hand 
man in restoring a  brief  religious 
renaissance to Judah. Hilkiah helped the 
king restore the temple in Jerusalem, which had been 
desecrated. During this process, Hilkiah discovered a 

“book of the law” of Moses, which he showed to the king. 
Corrected by what he read, Josiah sought to turn the 
nation back to God. 

Jeremiah was a young man during the reign of Josiah 
and ministry of Hilkiah. The young prophet would 
have witnessed Josiah’s desperate attempts to turn the 
idolatrous nation of Judah around. And it was partway 
through the reign of Josiah—13 years, to be precise 
(Jeremiah 1:2)—that the “word of the Lord” came to 
Jeremiah. 

In Jeremiah 1:1, Jeremiah is identified as the “son of 
Hilkiah.” Was this Hilkiah the high priest or another 
Hilkiah? This question has been debated among Bible 
scholars. The names match, the time periods fit, both 
were of the priestly class, and the identification could 
help to explain Jeremiah’s calling (verses 4-10). On the 
other hand, Hilkiah was a common late-period biblical 
name. Moreover, if Jeremiah’s father was indeed the 
high priest, it is strange that he isn’t mentioned as 
such in the book of Jeremiah—nor the identification of 
Jeremiah as the high priest’s son in the books of Kings 
and Chronicles.

Seal Two: Hanan
In 1980, a seal inscribed with the text “Belonging to 
Hanan, son of Hilkiah the Priest” was acquired on the 
antiquities market. Although it was not discovered in 
situ, there is little doubt as to its authenticity. While 
the Bible does not identify a “Hanan, son of Hilkiah,” 
experts who have analyzed this seal highlight script 
similarities with the “Azariah, son of Hilkiah” bulla, and 
conclude that the seal was most likely made by the same 
craftsman. As such, this may refer to the same Hilkiah, 

the high priest—thus identifying Hanan as another 
son. Again, this seal may also relate to Jeremiah’s father 

“Hilkiah the priest.”

Seal Three: Nathan-Melech  
Inscribed with the text “Belonging to Nathan-Melech, 
servant of the king,” this bulla was discovered on 
the northwestern edge of the City of David in 2019 
in Prof. Yuval Gadot’s Givati Parking Lot excavations. 
It  matches in name,  lo catio n,  date  and royal 

administration with one of Josiah’s servants. An 
identical bulla, made by the same seal, had come to 
light on the antiquities market (1997). The discovery 
of Gadot’s bulla in a controlled excavation affirms the 
authenticity of the former.

Nathan-Melech is mentioned only once in the Bible, 
in the context of King Josiah’s purges of idols. “Then 
he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had 
dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to the house of 
the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-Melech, the officer 
who was in the court; and he burned the chariots of the 
sun with fire” (2 Kings 23:11; New King James Version). 

As hard as Josiah may have tried, however, he 
was not able to fully turn the hearts of the people 
away from idolatry. Josiah’s death spelled the end for 
Judah—the kingdom’s last four kings would all be 
successively carried into captivity, culminating in the 
final destruction of the nation. Foreseeing Judah’s 
demise upon Josiah’s death, Jeremiah penned the book 
of Lamentations (2 Chronicles 35:25).

With the removal of Josiah, Judah quickly slid back 
into idolatrous ways. Jehoahaz became king but reigned 
only three months before Pharaoh Necho attacked 
Jerusalem and took him captive. (The existence of this 
Egyptian pharaoh, Necho ii, is well attested to in ancient 
inscriptions.) The pharaoh made Jehoahaz’s brother 
Jehoiakim king; he reigned for 11 years. He too was a 
wicked king, and was likewise taken captive—this time by 
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar, who in turn installed 
Jehoiakim’s 8-year-old son, Jeconiah, as puppet-king.

During all this political turmoil, the Prophet 
Jeremiah delivered his dramatic and powerful message. 
On multiple occasions, this solitary “iron pillar” was the 
victim of frequent, sometimes violent, persecution that 
nearly broke him (read Jeremiah 20 for insight into one 

The bulla, "Belonging to Nathan-Melech, 
servant of the king,” matches in name, 

location, date and royal administration 
with one of Josiah’s servants.



of Jeremiah’s darkest moments). Of course, a man needs 
help—and that’s what Jeremiah was given.

Our next stamp in Jeremiah’s story is represented by 
two bullae (impressed by the same original seal stamp).

Seal Four: Baruch
In the 1970's, two bullae inscribed with the text 

“Belonging to Berechiah son of Neriah, the Scribe,” were 
acquired on the antiquities market (part of a trove of 49). 
The identification of this personality is clear: It refers 
to Jeremiah’s scribe Baruch, son of Neriah (presented 
on the seal in the longer theophoric form, with the 
ending iah; it is not unusual for Hebrew names to be 
lengthened in this manner). 

Given that they represent such a key biblical 
character, the seals were subject to intense investigation. 
A scholarly analysis led to the general view that the bullae 
were forgeries, with three researchers highlighting eight 
specific areas of concern with the bullae. In 2016, this 
view was rebutted by a follow-up investigation by three 
additional scholars. Not only were they able to provide 
a logical answer for all eight “problematic” areas raised 
by the earlier research, their analyses highlighted the 
reverse imprint of wood grain and string on the bullae, 
which paralleled a fastening technique not known to 
science until decades after the bullae were purchased—
thus indicating their authenticity (see our article 

“Baruch, Jeremiah’s Scribe: Proved?” for more detail). It 
is also speculated that these bullae likely came from the 

“House of Bullae” or nearby “Burnt Room” location.
Baruch is well known as Jeremiah’s right-hand 

man and scribe. There is even a chapter in the book 

of Jeremiah aimed directly at Baruch, addressing a 
particularly difficult time in his life (Jeremiah 45).

A key event involving Baruch during the reign of 
Jehoiakim occurred alongside a fellow scribe and 
supporter: Gemariah, son of Shaphan. 

Seal Five: Gemariah
Inscribed with the text “Belonging to Gemariah, son 
of Shaphan,” this bulla was also discovered during 
Shiloh’s 1982 City of David excavations. It was found 
along with the “Azariah, son of Hilkiah” bulla. In fact, 
these were part of a huge trove of 51 bullae discovered in 
a sixth-century b.c.e. building located at the base of the 
Stepped Stone Structure. This building became known 
as the “House of Bullae.” 

Jeremiah 36 reveals that the prophet had been put 
under some kind of house arrest. His assistant, Baruch, 
had to deliver the prophecies in the temple grounds. 
Baruch did this “in the chamber of Gemariah the son 
of Shaphan the scribe” (verse 10).

Gemariah’s son Micaiah heard the warning and was 
so troubled by it that “he went down into the king’s 
house, into the scribe’s chamber; and, lo, all the princes 
sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the 
son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of 
Hananiah, and all the princes” (verse 12).

This scribal chamber is a good match with the House 
of Bullae. Given the 51 bullae found within, this “house” 
apparently had some kind of scribal function—and of 
course, it is linked to the same Gemariah mentioned in 
this scripture. Further, it is located directly below King 

David’s palace—relating to the 
upper “king’s house” mentioned 
in the verse. Several other bullae 
discovered in the House of Bullae 
contain the names Elishama, 
Delaiah, Shelemiah and Hananiah. 
While these bullae cannot be 
absolutely confirmed to parallel 
the biblical characters (they do not 
contain a two-generation match 
or a title), it is uncanny that the 
names of nearly all the individuals 
referenced in this single verse 
have been found in the House of 
Bullae. (An additional seven bullae 
from this trove parallel names 
mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, 
throughout Jeremiah’s lifetime.)

The men were deeply troubled 
by the prophecies delivered by 
Baruch. They advised the scribe to 

12 watch jerusalem

“Gemariah the son of Shaphan” looked on as 
the original scroll of Jeremiah was burned 
in King Jehoakim’s palace." Jeremiah 36:25

brooke Davis, Julia Goddard/watch jerusalem
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go and “hide” while they brought 
the scroll  to King Jehoiakim. 
Unsurprisingly, Jehoiakim did 
not appreciate the message. “And 
it came to pass, when Jehudi [a 
palace official] had read three or 
four columns, that he [Jehoiakim] 
cut it with the penknife, and cast 
it into the fire …” (verse 23). The 
account describes how three men 
in particular—one of which was 
Gemariah—attempted futilely 
to stop the petulant king from 
throwing the scroll into the fire.

But it was too late and the 
warning fell on deaf palace ears. 
B a r uc h  wou l d  w r i te  a n oth e r 
scroll, but Jehoiakim’s fate was 
sealed. King Nebuchadnezzar again invaded the land, 
took Jehoiakim captive (after a reign of 11 years), and 
installed his son Jeconiah as king. Jeconiah preceded 
to reign only three months before Nebuchadnezzar 
attacked again, deported him, and installed his uncle 
Zedekiah as king. 

Much of this history has been corroborated by 
archaeology. The Babylonian Chronicle details 
Nebuchadnezzar’s defeat of Jerusalem at this time, 
his deportation of Jeconiah, and his appointment of 
Zedekiah. Several Babylonian inscriptions mention 
Jehoiakim (one even corroborating the biblical account 
of his rations administered by the later Babylonian King 
Evil-merodach; 2 Kings 25:27-30). 

Thus began the 11-year rule of Judah’s final king, 
Zedekiah. And despite the misfortune and national 
humiliation, Jeremiah’s warnings continued to fall on 
deaf ears—and the persecution became worse.

Seal Six: Hananiah
The sixth stamp in Jeremiah’s story is etched with 

“Belonging to Hananiah, son of Azariah.” This seal was 
discovered on the antiquities market in 1982. It too is 
considered to be authentic. Its ornate pomegranate 
border matches precisely with those discovered in 
excavations of this period, suggesting the work of the 
same engraver. Jeremiah 28 details one of Jeremiah’s 
opponents: the false prophet “Hananiah, son of Azzur.” 
Azzur is a short version of the name Azariah (again, the 
interchangeable theophoric “iah”). 

Hananiah and Jeremiah had a public showdown 
in the temple grounds early on in Zedekiah’s reign, 
when the people still hoped for the return of Jeconiah. 
Hananiah prophesied that Babylon’s yoke would 
be broken, and that young King Jeconiah would be 

reinstated in two years. He yanked off the symbolic yoke 
Jeremiah was wearing on his neck and snapped it in two. 
Jeremiah proceeded to prophesy that Babylon’s yoke 
would be one of iron instead of wood, and that Hananiah 
would die that same year—which he did.

While the dating and names of the Hananiah seal 
are a tantalizing link to the biblical false prophet, the 
evidence is still not sufficient to be certain. For now, 
this seal remains as a possible, even probable item 
relating to this irksome figure.

Seal Seven: Jehucal
Zedekiah eventually rebelled against the king of 
Babylon in favor of an alliance with Egypt. It wasn’t 
long before Nebuchadnezzar returned with a vengeance 
to besiege Jerusalem. But there was some cause for 
hope: Egypt’s pharaoh was fielding an army to fight 
Nebuchadnezzar. At this time, King Zedekiah sent one 
of his princes, Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, with a 
message to Jeremiah: “Pray now unto the Lord our God 
for us” (Jeremiah 37:3). 

In 2005, Dr. Eilat Mazar discovered a bulla 
inscribed with the words “Belonging to Jehucal, son 
of Shelemiah, son of Shovi.” This bulla was discovered 
in the palace ruins above the Stepped Stone Structure 
in the City of David. It is unusual because it identifies 
three generations. Jehucal’s grandfather, Shovi (not 
mentioned in the Bible), must have been a significant 
figure in the Jerusalemite hierarchy in order for him to 
have been included on this royal seal.

Jeremiah’s response was unequivocal. There 
was evidently no national or royal repentance. No 
change of heart. As we will see, Jehucal himself 
despised Jeremiah. The prophet declared that the 
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“Then Hananiah the prophet took the bar 
from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and 
broke it.” Jeremiah 29:10
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Egyptian army would return to Egypt and that 
Nebuchadnezzar would return to continue his siege 
against Jerusalem—ultimately taking the city captive. 

“Deceive not yourselves,” the prophet warned. “For 
though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans 
[Babylonians] that fight against you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet would they rise 
up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire” 
(verses 9-10).

With the Babylonians temporarily departed, 
Jeremiah proceeded to leave Jerusalem for his 
homeland in Benjamin. As he was leaving, he was 
violently accosted, accused of defecting to the 
Babylonians, and thrown into prison, into the torturous 

“house of Jonathan the scribe” where the prophet nearly 
died (apparently due to starvation). In response to his 
protest for fair treatment, King Zedekiah allowed him 
out into the prison courts, commanding he be given a 
ration of bread. 

Jeremiah would soon have an even closer brush with 
death, at the hands of Jehucal and a fellow prince.

Seal Eight: Gedaliah
Inscribed with the text “Belonging to Gedaliah, son 
of Pashur,” this bulla was discovered in 2007 by Dr. 
Mazar along the edge of the Stepped Stone Structure. 
It is significant that it was found in the same general 
location as the bulla of Jehucal, since these two princes 
are mentioned together in Jeremiah 38. 

Jeremiah 38 describes these princes approaching 
the king, decrying Jeremiah’s effect on the morale of the 
soldiers. Jeremiah was warning the nation and king to 
surrender to the Babylonians—this way, they would be 
spared certain destruction. “Let this man, we pray thee, 
be put to death,” the princes requested (verse 4). Zedekiah, 
the people-pleaser, allowed the princes free reign. 

The princes retrieved Jeremiah from the court of the 
prison and took him down to the dungeon of Malchiah. 
They threw him into the pit, full of “mire,” and left the 
prophet to sink into the wet muck. Jeremiah would 
have soon died were it not for the quick rescue by the 
Ethiopian eunuch Ebedmelech. 

Gedaliah may have had a special, long-standing 
hatred for Jeremiah. His father was named Pashur, and 
is very likely the same Pashur who beat the prophet and 
threw him into prison early in his career (Jeremiah 20). 
Jeremiah prophesied that Pashur would become a “terror” 
who would witness the deaths of his compatriots—and 

whose family would be taken captive into Babylon.
Following his rescue, Jeremiah was cleaned up 

and taken to Zedekiah, who asked the prophet if God 
had any further instructions. Jeremiah continued 
to proclaim that if the king would surrender, his life 
and the lives of his men would be spared. The king 
was cordial but again rejected Jeremiah’s warning. He 
allowed the prophet to remain in the prison court “until 
the day that Jerusalem was taken” (verse 28). 

In circa 586 b.c.e. ,  King 
N e b u c h a d n e z z a r  a n d  h i s 
army ransacked Jerusalem, 
dismantled the temple, and 
captured Zedekiah. The last 
thing the former king saw 

was his sons lined up and put to death, before his 
own eyes were gouged out. After this, Zedekiah 
was taken to Babylon in chains (2 Kings 25:7).  

Seal Nine: Ikar
Inscribed with the words “Belonging to Ikar, son of 
Mattaniah,” this circa early sixth-century b.c.e. seal 
was found in 2019 in the Givati Parking Lot excavations. 
It is a beautiful semi-transparent blue stone seal with 
a rather innocuous inscription. But behind this pretty 
seal may lie a dark event. The name Zedekiah was given 
to the king by Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah’s original 
name was Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17). Thus, this seal—
fitting with the location, dating and father’s name—may 
well have belonged to one of the king’s sons—a son 
subsequently executed by Nebuchadnezzar.

Sealing a Message of Hope
It is a tragic account, ultimately of sin and rebellion and 
their consequences. But at its core, Jeremiah’s story 
carries a hopeful message. And it is fitting that that 
hopeful message is tied, quite literally, to bullae. 

From the beginning, Jeremiah was called for a 
prophetic mission to “root out and to pull down, And 
to destroy and to overthrow” (Jeremiah 1:10). But in the 
very same breath, he was likewise called “To build, and 
to plant.” While Jeremiah was locked away in Zedekiah’s 
court of the prison as the Babylonian army was bearing 
down on Judah, he was given a seemingly preposterous 
assignment from God: to buy a plot of land in Anathoth, 
in the territory of Benjamin (Jeremiah 32). 

Crazy? It may seem so! The sale of real estate to a 
prisoner, in a land that was about to be conquered 
and destroyed, doesn’t seem logical. But that’s what 
Jeremiah did—buying the land for the equivalent of 
about $3,000. “And I subscribed the deed, and sealed it, 
and called witnesses, and weighed him the money in the 
balances. So I took the deed of the purchase, both that 
which was sealed, containing the terms and conditions, 

u SEALS FROM PAGE 13

At its core, Jeremiah’s story carries a hopeful 
message. And it is fitting that that hopeful 
message is tied, quite literally, to bullae.
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and that which was open; and I delivered the deed of the 
purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah …” (verses 10-12)

The word “sealed” is hatam, the verb form of the 
Hebrew hotam, the term for a seal stamp, or bulla. 
This important document was sealed by the stamp of 
Jeremiah, and probably other witnesses. It may have 
even included the seal stamp of Baruch. The purchase 
was then passed on to Baruch, who had been promised 
divine protection (Jeremiah 45:5), for safekeeping.

Why was this purchase made and stamped in 
Jeremiah’s name? Jeremiah 32 explains: “For thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall yet again be bought in this land. 

… Behold, I will gather them out of all the countries, 
whither I have driven them in Mine anger, and in My 
fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them back unto 
this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely; and they 
shall be My people, and I will be their God. … Men shall 
buy fields for money, and subscribe the deeds, and seal 
them … for I will cause their captivity to return, saith 
the Lord” (verses 15, 37-38, 44). 

Why such an act? “God is sending an inspiring 
message through that purchase of real estate,” writes 
Watch Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald Flurry in his 

book Jeremiah and the Greatest Vision in the Bible. “At 
the very moment Judah was under siege by Babylon, 
Jeremiah bought a plot of land in Anathoth. … Jeremiah 
was no prophet of doom. He had the greatest vision in 
the Bible, clearly focused. If we keep this vision in our 
minds, we shall never be overcome by discouragement!” 

By purchasing this land at Anathoth, even as 
Jerusalem was being destroyed, Jeremiah was showing 
the Jews that they would one day return to Jerusalem. 
He was aware of God’s plans for Jerusalem and was 
investing in Jerusalem’s future. This gesture provided 
hope and optimism. Their time in Jerusalem was ending, 
but God’s prophet was investing in the city!  He knew 
God would once again perform a great and wonderful 
work in Jerusalem. He knew the Jews would return! 

Today we must carry this same hope. It is as relevant 
today as it was in the time of Jeremiah. Bible prophecy 
tells us that the city of Jerusalem is about to experience 
some terrible destruction, but prophecy also tells us 
that Jerusalem will be the headquarters of the coming 
Messiah. Jerusalem has a bright future!

Jeremiah’s message is one of hope for the future—
wrapped up and stamped, quite literally, with the bullae 
of the past. n

Inked, not Stamped: 
The Prophet Himself?
Archaeological excavations have uncovered 

numerous inscriptions, not only seals and bullae, 
attesting to the existence of about two dozen individuals 

from Jeremiah’s day. But what about the prophet? Is 
there any evidence for Jeremiah himself?

Excavations at Lachish have revealed a hoard of circa 
600 b.c.e. ostraca (pottery sherds with ink inscriptions). 
The majority of these sherds constitute messages 
passed between military commanders tasked with 
defending their outposts against the Babylonians. One 
of the shards, Letter iii, references a warning “from the 
prophet, saying ‘Beware!’” Could this letter reference 
the Prophet Jeremiah? It seems “the prophet” must 
have been well known for him to be referenced as only 
the prophet, unnamed. Further, Jeremiah had warned 
against military resistance—and this letter represented 
military correspondence. The same word is used twice 
as a warning in the book of Jeremiah. 

The name Jeremiah is found on the ostraca, as 
is Zedek[…?] and Neriah—however, based on the 
references, it is uncertain if they refer to the biblical 
figures.

One other particular letter (Lachish xvi) is notable. 
The tiny Lachish xvi fragment ends with the following 
words: “… [?]ah, the prophet.” This could fit with any 
of the three prophets of the book of Jeremiah: Urijah, 
Hananiah or Jeremiah. But again, what are the chances 
that it references the most prolific prophet of this time 
period—the prophet—Jeremiah? n

Replica of Lachish 
Letter III.
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King Zedekiah was captured during King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
final siege on Jerusalem in 586 b.c.e. After being forced to 
watch as his sons were killed, Zedekiah’s eyes were gouged 
out and then he was imprisoned in Babylon. 

But what about God’s promise to King David in 2 Samuel 7? 
God clearly promised David that he would always have 
a descendant ruling on the throne. “And thy house and 
thy kingdom shall be made sure for ever before thee; thy 
throne shall be established for ever” (verse 16). In Jeremiah 
33:20-21, God again says this covenant with King David is 
unbreakable. 

How can you explain this? When Zedekiah and his sons 
were killed, David’s throne appears to end. But God does not 
lie. Notice Psalm 89, which is about the Davidic promise: “Once 
have I sworn by My holiness: Surely I will not be false unto 
David; His seed shall endure for ever, And his throne as the sun 
before Me. It shall be established for ever ...” (verses 36-38). 
The throne of David must have continued. But how? Where?

The late educator Herbert W. Armstrong explained this 
towering mystery and fascinating truth in the following 
excerpt from his book The United States and Britain in 
Prophecy. 

Jeremiah the prophet was thrown 
into a muddy pit before being 

rescued by Ebed-melech.
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Jeremiah’s 
Strange 
Commission
By Herbert W. Armstrong

G od raised up a very special prophet whose 
real call and commission few indeed understand. 
This prophet was Jeremiah. Jeremiah played a 

strange and little realized role in this captivity.... This 
vital yet little-known call and commission is described 
in the opening verses of the first chapter of the book 
of Jeremiah. ...

“See, I have this day set thee over the nations and 
over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, and 
to destroy and to overthrow; to build, and to plant” 
(verses 9-10). ...

Jeremiah was used of God as a prophet to warn 
the nation Judah of their transgressions against 
God’s government and ways. He was sent to warn this 
rebellious nation of impending punishment—their 
invasion and captivity at the hands of the Chaldean 
armed forces—unless they acknowledged their guilt 
and changed their ways. He was used as a go-between—
an intermediary—between the kings of Judah 
and Babylon.

It is well known that Jeremiah was used in warning 
Judah of the impending captivity, and the “pulling down” 
or “overthrowing” of the throne of David in the kingdom 
of Judah. ...

But note it! See it in your own Bible! Jeremiah was 
divinely commissioned to pull down and to overthrow 
that very throne of David in Judah—but notice the 
second half of the commission. To build and to plant! 
To build and to plant what?

Why, naturally, that which he was used in “rooting 
out” of Judah—the throne of David which God swore 
He would preserve forever! ...

So far as the world knows, the last king to sit on 
that throne of David was Zedekiah of Judah. ... What 
happened to that throne? ... We know Jeremiah did not 
plant and rebuild it in Babylon. God had promised that 
David’s throne should rule over Israelites through all 
generations—not over Gentiles. ...

David’s throne was never again planted or built 
among the Jews!... But that throne was divinely 

commissioned to be planted and rebuilt by the Prophet 
Jeremiah—during his lifetime! Jeremiah was set over 
both Judah and Israel. To be used in rooting out David’s 
throne in Judah. But more! To plant and to build, then, 
of necessity, among the house of Israel ... among lost 
Israel, now supposing herself to be Gentile! Therefore 
the identity and location of the replanting must remain 
hidden to the world until this time of the end in which 
we live. ...

Where Did Jeremiah Go?
Jeremiah was among these captive Jews. He must be 
free to carry out the second part of his commission.

So, “Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave 
charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard, saying: ‘Take him, and look well 
to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he 
shall say unto thee.’” (Jeremiah 39:11-12). “So the captain 
of the guard gave him an allowance and a present, and 
let him go” (Jeremiah 40:2-5).

So Jeremiah was left absolutely free to do as he 
pleased, supplied even with expense money, and given 
complete freedom, so that he might perform the second 
half of his mission. Where did he go?

We come now to an amazing, fascinating, thrilling 
part of the book of Jeremiah, which has been almost 
entirely overlooked. “Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam to Mizpah, and dwelt with him among 
the people that were left in the land” (verse 6).

Now this Gedaliah had been made governor over a 
remnant of Jews in the land by the king of Babylon, and 
since Jerusalem was destroyed, he had made Mizpah 
his headquarters. But the king of Ammon plotted with 
a Jew named Ishmael to assassinate Gedaliah. The plot 
was executed; the governor and part of the Jews were 
slain. Jeremiah was among the survivors.

“Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue 
of the people that were in Mizpah, even the king’s 
daughters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, 
whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had 
committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam; Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive, 
and departed to go over to the children of Ammon” 
(Jeremiah 41:10).

Ah! Did you catch it? Read that passage again. Among 
these Jews were the king’s daughters! Daughters of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah, and of David’s dynasty!

King Zedekiah had died in prison in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11). All his sons had been killed. All the 
nobles of Judah had been killed. All possible heirs of 
Zedekiah to David’s throne had been killed—except the 
king’s daughters! Now we see why Jeremiah chose to go 
to Mizpah!

brooke Davis, Julia Goddard/watch jerusalem
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Jeremiah Escapes
Soon a man named Johanan replaced Ishmael as leader. 
And in fear of reprisals from Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Chaldean army, Johanan and the captains appealed to 
the prophet, “and said unto Jeremiah the prophet: ‘Let, 
we pray thee, our supplication be accepted before thee, 
and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, … that the Lord 
thy God may tell us the way wherein we should walk...” 
(Jeremiah 42:2-3). ...

The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, and He told 
them not to fear, that He would protect and deliver 
them. But the people wanted to flee to Egypt. This the 
Lord warned them not to do. If they did, the sword of 
Nebuchadnezzar which they feared would overtake 
them there, and they would die. ... 

But, as people usually do, they rejected God’s 
warning. ... 

And so Johanan “took all the remnant of Judah ... the 
men, and the women, and the children, and the king’s 
daughters ... and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the 
son of Neriah [Jeremiah’s scribe, or secretary]. And they 
came into the land of Egypt ...” (Jeremiah 43:5-7)

[The entourage came into Egypt, and took up 
residence at Tahpanhes (Jeremiah 43-44). This is a 
well-known ancient Egyptian city. The Arabs called it 
Qasr Bint al-Yahudi—the “Castle of the Jew’s Daughter.” 
Artifacts discovered at the site have been dated around 
the first part of the sixth century b.c.e.—the very time 
that Jeremiah, Baruch and Zedekiah’s daughters were 
present! More on this city further down.]

On reaching Egypt, God warned these Jews again 
through Jeremiah that they would die there by the 
sword and famine, and “none shall return save such 
as shall escape”! (Jeremiah 44:12-14). Yes, a few in 
this company were under divine protection! ... “And 
they that escape the sword shall return out of the 
land of Egypt into the land of Judah, few in number...” 
(verse 28).

Under Divine Protection
Baruch was Jeremiah’s constant companion and 
secretary. It is important to note here God’s promise 
of protection to him: “Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, unto thee, O Baruch .... Behold, that which I have 
built will I break down, and that which I have planted I 
will pluck up, And this in the whole land. ... [B]ut thy life 
will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou 
goest” (Jeremiah 45:2-5). Baruch’s life, like Jeremiah’s, 
was under divine protection!

Now previously the Eternal had said to Jeremiah, 
“Verily it shall be well with thy Remnant.” The only 
“remnant” left for Jeremiah’s mission of transplanting 
the throne was the king’s daughters. “Verily,” continued 

the Eternal, same verse, “I will cause the enemy to make 
supplication unto thee in the time of evil and in the time 
of affliction.” (Jeremiah 15:11). ...

So, Jeremiah and his little royal remnant are to 
escape out of Egypt, return to Judah, and then—where? 
To the place where the “lost 10 tribes” had gone, as we 
shall see!

Now let Isaiah complete this prophecy: “For out of 
Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of mount 
Zion they that shall escape; the zeal of the LORD of hosts 
shall perform this. And the remnant that is escaped of 
the house of Judah shall again take root downward, 
and bear fruit upward” (Isaiah 37:32, 31). ...

This remnant with Jeremiah—at least one of the 
king’s daughters—shall take root downward! That is, 
be replanted!

And then bear fruit upward! Be built! ...

A ‘Riddle’ and a ‘Parable’ Tell!
The strange truth of the planting and the rebuilding 
of David’s throne is revealed in “a riddle and a parable” 
couched in symbolic language never understood until 
this latter day. Yet it stands today so clearly explained a 
little child could understand!

It fills the 17th chapter of Ezekiel’s prophecy. The 
whole chapter should be carefully read. Notice, first, 
this prophetic message is addressed, not to Judah, 
the Jews, but to the house of Israel. It is a message to 
give light to the lost 10-tribed house of Israel in these 
latter days!

First, Ezekiel is told to speak a riddle, and then 
a parable. The riddle is found in verses 3 to 10. Then, 
beginning in verse 11, the Eternal explains its meaning. 

“Say now to the rebellious house: Know ye not what 
these things mean? tell them...” and then the riddle is 
clearly explained.

A great eagle came to Lebanon and took the highest 
branch of the cedar. This is explained to represent King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon who came to Jerusalem 
and took captive the king of Judah. The cropping 
off of the cedar’s young twigs and carrying them to a 
land of traffic is explained to picture the captivity of 
the king’s sons. “He took also of the seed of the land” 
means Nebuchadnezzar took also of the people, and 
the mighty of the land of Judah. He “set it as a willow 
tree. And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low 
stature” means the Jews were given a covenant whereby, 
although they were ruled over by the Chaldeans, they 
might live in peace and grow. The other “great eagle” is 
explained to represent Pharaoh of Egypt.

Thus the riddle covers the first half of Jeremiah’s 
commission. Now notice what is revealed concerning 
the second part—the planting of David’s throne! It 
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comes in the parable, verses 22-24: “Thus saith the 
Lord GOD: Moreover I will take, even I, of the lofty top 
of the cedar....” From God’s own explanation we have 
learned that the cedar tree represents the nation of 
Judah; its highest branch is Judah’s king. The riddle told 
us Nebuchadnezzar took the highest branch—the king. 
The parable now tells us God—not Nebuchadnezzar, 
but God—will take of the highest branch. Not the 
branch, but of the branch—of Zedekiah’s children. But 
Nebuchadnezzar took, and killed, all his sons.

God, through His Prophet Jeremiah, is now going 
to take of this highest branch and “set it” (verse 22). 

“I will crop off from the topmost of its young 
twigs a tender one and I will plant it upon a 
high mountain and eminent;” continues the 
Almighty! Ah! A tender young twig! The twigs 
of this highest branch represent the children of 
King Zedekiah! Certainly a tender young twig, 
then, represents a daughter! “... And will plant 
it.” Could symbolic language say plainer this 
young Jewish princess is to become the royal 
seed for planting again of David’s throne? Where? “... 
upon an high mountain and eminent,” says the Eternal! 
A “mountain” in symbol always represents a nation.

But Which Nation?
“In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it…” 
answers the Eternal (verse 23). David’s throne now is 
to be planted in Israel, after being thrown down from 
Judah! Could language be plainer? ...

We are ready now to search out the actual location 
of the lost tribes of the outcast house of Israel. ... And 
when we find them, we shall find the throne of David! 

Many passages of prophecy tell of these people in 
these latter days. Prophecies not to be understood until 
this “time of the end.” ...

According to Hosea 12:1: “Ephraim ... followeth after 
the east wind ....” An “east wind” travels west. Ephraim 
must have gone west from Assyria. When the Eternal 
swore to David that He would perpetuate his throne, 
He said: “I will set his hand [scepter] also in the sea ...” 
(Psalm 89:25). The throne is to be “set,” planted, “in 
the sea.”

Through Jeremiah the Eternal said: “[B]acksliding 
Israel hath proved herself more righteous than 
treacherous Judah. Go, and proclaim these words 
toward the north, and say: Return, thou backsliding 
Israel, saith the LORD...” (Jeremiah 3:11-12). ... Of 
course, Israel was north of Judah while still in [the 
Holy Land]—but when these words were written by 
Jeremiah, Israel had been removed from [the land] more 
than 130 years and had long since migrated, with the 
Assyrians, north (and west) of Assyria’s original location. 

... So the location, we now find, is toward the north, also 
west, and in the sea. ...

After saying, “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?” 
the Eternal, speaking through Hosea, says: “[T]hen 
the children shall come trembling from the west” 
(Hosea 11:8, 10).

Again: “Behold, I will bring them from the north 
country, and gather them from the uttermost parts 
of the earth ...” (Jeremiah 31:8). This prophecy is for 
consideration in the “end of days” (Jeremiah 30:24; 31:1), 
and is addressed to “Israel” (verses 2, 4, 9), to “Ephraim” 
(verses 6, 9), and “Samaria” (verse 5). Here is added 

another hint—“and the uttermost parts of the earth” 
(verse 8)— they have spread abroad widely by colonization.

Referring to the house of Israel, not Judah (Isaiah 
49:3, 6), God says: “Behold, these shall come from far; 
and, lo, these from the north and from the west, and 
these from the land of Sinim.” (Isaiah 49:12). In the 
Hebrew, the language in which this was originally 
inspired, there is no word for “northwest,” but this term 
is designated by the phrase, “the north and the west.” 
It means, literally, the northwest! The Vulgate renders 

“Sinim” as “Australi,” or “Australia.” So we now have the 
location northwest of Jerusalem and even spreading 
around the world. ...

The same 49th chapter of Isaiah begins with this: 
“Listen, O isles, unto me.” The people addressed, Israel, 
are called “O isles” in the first verse and “O Israel” in the 
third verse. This term “isles” or “island” is sometimes 
translated “coastlands.” ...

In Jeremiah 31:10, the message is to be declared “in 
the isles afar off ” and is to be shouted in “the head of 
the nations” (verse 7). So, finally, today, as in Jeremiah’s 
day, the house of Israel is in the isles, which are “in the 
sea,” the chief of the nations, northwest of Jerusalem. 
A coast-dwelling, and therefore sea-dominant, people. 
Certainly there can be no mistaking that identity!

Take a map of Europe. Lay a line due northwest of 
Jerusalem across the continent of Europe, until you 
come to the sea, and then to the islands in the sea! This 
line takes you directly to the British Isles! ...

Ancient Annals of Ireland
Now briefly let us consider what is found in the ancient 

Jeremiah was divinely commissioned 
to pull down and to overthrow that 
very throne of David in Judah—but 

notice the second half of the 
commission. To build and to plant!



annals, legends and history of Ireland, and we shall 
have the scene of Jeremiah’s “planting” and the present 
location of “lost” Israel.

The real ancient history of Ireland is very extensive, 
though colored with some legend. But with the facts of 
biblical history and prophecy in mind, one can easily 
sift out the legend from the true history in studying 
ancient Irish annals. Throwing out that which is 
obviously legendary, we glean from various histories of 
Ireland the following: Long prior to 700 b.c.e. a strong 
colony called “Tuatha de Danann” (tribe of Dan) arrived 
in ships, drove out other tribes, and settled there. Later, 
in the days of David, a colony of the line of Zarah arrived 
in Ireland from the Near East.

Then, in 569 b.c.e. (date of Jeremiah’s transplanting), 
an elderly, white-haired patriarch, sometimes referred 
to as a “saint,” came to Ireland. With him was the 
princess daughter of an eastern king and a companion 
called “Simon Brach,” spelled in different histories as 
Breck, Berech, Brach or Berach. The princess had a 
Hebrew name, Tephi—a pet name—her full name being 
Tea-Tephi….

This royal party included the son of the king of 
Ireland who had been in Jerusalem at the time of 
the siege. There he had become acquainted with 
Tea-Tephi. He married her shortly after 585—when 
the city fell. Their young son, now about 12 years of age, 
accompanied them to Ireland. Besides the royal family, 

Jeremiah brought with them some remarkable things, 
including a harp, an ark, and a wonderful stone called 

“lia-fail,” or “stone of destiny.” A peculiar coincidence (?) 
is that Hebrew reads from right to left, while English 
reads from left to right. Read this name either way—and 
it still is “lia-fail.”

Another strange coincidence—or is  it  just 
coincidence?—is that many kings in the history of 
Ireland, Scotland and England have been coronated 
sitting over this stone—including the present 
queen. The stone rests today in Westminster Abbey 
in London, and the coronation chair is built over 
and around it. A sign beside it labels it “Jacob’s 
pillar-stone” (Genesis 28:18). [Since writing, the sign 
has been removed and the stone itself returned to 
Scotland.] ...

Another interesting fact is that the crown worn by 
the kings of ... ancient Ireland had 12 points! 

The royal husband of the Hebrew princess Tea 
was given the title Herremon upon ascending 
the throne of his father. ... The son of this ... King 
Herremon and Hebrew princess continued on the 
throne of Ireland and this same dynasty continued 
unbroken through all the kings of Ireland; was 
overturned and transplanted again in Scotland; 
again overturned and moved to London, England, 
where this same dynasty continues today in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth ii. n           

overturn, it: and IT SHALL BE NO MORE, until he come whose 
right it is; and I will give it him.” “Until he come whose right it 
is” clearly refers to the Messiah (Genesis 49:10 also affirms 
this). But just before the coming of the Messiah, “it shall be 
no more.” 

What is this referring to? Has God contradicted His 
eternal promise to King David?

One of the great lessons from the story of King Zedekiah 
and Jeremiah is that we must believe God. There is no 
fourth overturn. Why not? Because there is something new! 
The throne of David was not to continue in its current state 
(of rebellion and disobedience). In a sign of the Messiah’s 
coming, and the eventual transfer of that royal throne to 
Him, the Bible shows that the throne of David would first 
be reestablished in a new and completely 
different manner. 

So, we come back to the original question: 
Where is the throne of David? YOU CAN 
KNOW! The dramatic answer to what has 
miraculously happened to that throne in just 
the last 3 ¹/₂ years can be found in our free 
book The New Throne of David.

As Herbert W. Armstrong plainly explained, the throne of 
David was preserved and transferred from Judah to England 
in three overturns. These overturns were prophesied in 
Ezekiel 21:26-27; King James Version: “Thus saith the Lord 
God; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall 
not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is 
high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no 
more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.” 
These three overturns are as follows: 1) Judah to Ireland, 2) 
Ireland to Scotland, 3) Scotland to England.

But the story does not end in England. When Mr. 
Armstrong died in 1986, Queen Elizabeth II reigned on 
the throne of David. But during these last days, before the 
coming of the Messiah, God has made an important change. 
While Queen Elizabeth II continues to reign over the United 
Kingdom and British Commonwealth, SHE NO LONGER SITS 
ON THE THRONE OF DAVID! 

This change was prophesied. Hosea 3:4 states that the 
end-time descendants of Israel (not Judah) would actually 
lose the throne, as well as the stone! (The word translated 

“image” in this verse is the same one used for Jacob’s pillar 
stone.) Notice again Ezekiel 21:27: “I will overturn, overturn, 
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“D id i find King David’s palace?” archaeo-
logist Eilat Mazar asked that bold question in 
the January/February 2006 issue of Biblical 

Archaeology Review. Her lengthy article summarized 
her 2005 archaeological excavation at the northern 
tip of the City of David and the scientific evidence she 
had uncovered. 

Since it was published, Dr. Mazar’s article, and 
her work in the City of David, has drawn a spectrum 
of responses, from the scholarly and scientific 
communities as well as the public. Some are convinced, 
some are uncertain and some are dismissive of, and some 
even hostile to Dr. Mazar’s discovery and identification.

In June, Ruth Margalit wrote a lengthy New Yorker 
article on the historicity of King David. In a couple of 
short paragraphs, Margalit briefly and dismissively 
mentioned the structure Dr. Mazar excavated, 
but presented no real evidence for or against its 
identification as David’s palace. Later in the piece, she 
flatly claimed that there has been a “failure to locate 
the ruins of David’s palace.” (Margalit didn’t simply 
ignore crucial hard evidence, her op-ed relied heavily 
on the theories of the famously “anti-David” Israeli 
archaeologist, Prof. Israel Finkelstein.)

Similar feature stories on King David and his palace 
have been published in other prominent outlets, from 
the National Geographic to Israel’s Haaretz to Germany’s 
Der Spiegel. These articles generally take the same view 
of David’s palace, and nearly always follow the same 
logic. They downplay and even ignore the scientific 
evidence and historical record; meanwhile, they 
emphasize the dissension. 

In this article we present the archaeological 
evidence that led to Dr. Mazar’s conclusion that she had 
discovered King David’s palace. And you can make up 
your own mind—based on the evidence.

Pinpointing the Location
Almost 10 years before she began digging in the City 
of David, Dr. Mazar wrote an article explaining why 
she believed King David’s palace was located in the 
northern end of the City of David. The article was 
titled  “Excavate King David’s Palace!” and appeared in 
the January/February 1997 Biblical Archaeology Review. 

“[A] careful examination of the biblical text 
combined with sometimes unnoticed results of 

modern archaeological excavations in Jerusalem 
enable us, I believe, to locate the site of King David’s 
palace,” she wrote. “Even more exciting, it is in an area 
that is now available for excavation. If some regard as 
too speculative the hypothesis I shall put forth in this 
article, my reply is simply this: Let us put it to the 
test in the way archaeologists always try to test their 
theories—by excavation.”

Mazar’s hypothesis relied on clues found in the Bible 
—specifically 2 Samuel 5. This chapter describes David’s 
capture of Jerusalem (verses 6-9), and the construction 
of his new palace (verse 11). But it was a verse further 
along in the chapter that caught Dr. Mazar’s eye: “And 
when the Philistines heard that David was anointed 
king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to seek 
David; and David heard of it, and went down to the 
hold” (verse 17).

This verse contains several notable details, which 
Dr. Mazar was willing to believe. First: the word “hold” 
refers to the original walled fortress of Jebus (Hebrew: 
metsudah). It is named as the metsudah of Zion during 
David’s attack described in verse 7. Verse 9 records that 
after David conquered the metsudah, he immediately 
moved into it. Verse 11 records that not long afterward, 
the Phoenician king Hiram sent skilled laborers to help 

“build David an house.”
King David clearly had a palace: The question is, 

where exactly was it situated?
The fortress-city of Jebus covered only about 12 

acres, primarily made up of the southern sloping ridge 
of Mount Zion. Archaeologists have revealed a general 

Is It Really King 
David’s Palace?
Examining the scientific 
evidence for the home 
of Israel’s greatest king
By Brent Nagtegaal and Christopher Eames

Dr. Eilat 
Mazar at 
the 2018 
Ophel 
Excavation.
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idea of the extent of Jebus, and estimate that around 
500 people lived within its walls. Given that this was 
such a compact and populated area, would there have 
been sufficient room inside the city for a grand palace? 
Or did David build his new palace just outside the 
original walls?

Verse 17 shows that after David settled into his new 
palace, he heard reports of an imminent Philistine 
attack and went down into the metsudah, or fortress/
hold. David’s palace, then, had to be located in an 
elevated location, above the fortress, and just outside the 
city walls. (Later, David’s palace would be surrounded by 
a fortified city wall. The Bible records that David’s son 
Solomon and other kings built additional walls around 
Jerusalem as the city expanded further north.) 

Dr. Mazar believed, then, that David’s palace would 
be found just outside the north wall of Jebus, in an 
elevated position on Mount Zion. 

When she discussed this theory with her grandfather, 
former Hebrew University President Prof. Benjamin 
Mazar, just before his death in 1995, he reminded her 
of an impressive royal Phoenician pillar capital that 
had been discovered by archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon 
during excavations in the City of David in 1962. 

Kenyon’s reports stated that the capital, of a type 
belonging to the early Israelite monarchy, was found 
partway down the eastern side of the hill, directly 
below the location where Mazar believed David’s 
palace would be found. Evidently, the capital had 
fallen from a palatial structure further up the hill. 
Did this pillar capital belong to David’s palace? (See 
sidebar, “Kenyon’s Proto-Aeolic Capital” on page 26, for 
more detail).

Dr. Mazar compiled her research and presented her 
theory in a 1997 Biblical Archaeology Review article. 
But the theory was met with little enthusiasm from 
the academic world. Some archaeologists questioned 
the merits of excavating where Mazar suggested, 
expressing doubts that she would uncover evidence of 
anything, let alone a palace. Earlier excavations in the 
City of David, they said, had left little remaining to be 
discovered.

Dr. Mazar wasn’t deterred. While previous 
excavations in the City of David had uncovered plenty of 
later period walls, Mazar believed that Iron IIa remains 
could still be discovered below these structures. More 
than anything, Mazar, like any good scientist, wanted to 
put her theory to the test: She wanted to dig!

But she lacked financial support to fund the 
proposed excavation. It wasn’t until nearly a decade 
later, in 2005, that she received funding from Roger and 
Susan Hertog and Eugene and Zara Shvidler. 

Now she could dig.

The Stepped Stone Structure
When Dr. Mazar published her Biblical Archaeology 
Review article in 1997, she was most interested in 
excavating the area north of the famous Stepped Stone 
Structure in the City of David.

But by the time Dr. Mazar received funding for the 
excavation, the only area that was then approved for 
excavation was a little further south: an area just above 
and slightly to the north of the Stepped Stone Structure. 

The Stepped Stone Structure in the City of David is 
one of the largest and most impressive archaeological 
features in Israel. Situated on the east side of Mount 
Zion, this monumental edifice is 20 meters high. It has 
been excavated around half a dozen times throughout 
the past century. Since the 1970s, the common belief 
was that the Stepped Stone Structure was constructed 
earlier than King David’s time, with some additions 
occurring into the ninth century b.c.e. 

Dr. Mazar had assumed, as had some of her 
colleagues, that the area just above the Stepped Stone 
Structure belonged to the northern part of the Jebusite 
fortress that David “went down to” from his palace. 
She thought that the palace would be found further 
north—frustratingly, just outside of the area she was 
approved to dig.

“Eventually they gave me the option to excavate in a 
place where I thought the [Jebusite] fortress of Zion was 

Built into the east side of Mount 
Zion, this massive edifice (20 
meters high) is the tallest Iron 
Age structure ever discovered 
in Israel. First excavated in the 
1920s, the structure was more 
reliably dated in the 2007–2008 
seasons to around 1000 B.C.E.

The Stepped Stone Structure 
fills a large gap in the bedrock 
at the top edge of Mount Zion, 
allowing the construction of a 
large building above. 

Stepped Stone 
Structure

B

julia goddard/watch jerusalem
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going to be revealed,” she told Watch Jerusalem in late 
2019. “I thought I was going to miss King David’s palace. 
But I excavated where they let me excavate. It’s not like 
I could choose. I took what I got.”

The Large Stone Structure
Dr. Mazar began her excavation in mid-February 2005. 
Within two weeks, her team had unearthed massive 
walls. They were staggered by the sheer size of the 
walls. One wall, running east-west, was 30 meters 
long and up to 3 meters wide. Another even larger wall 
was uncovered during the next season of excavations 
(summer 2006). This wall ran north-south and was 6 
meters wide.

That’s not all. This massive north-south wall directly 
abutted the top of the Stepped Stone Structure. A small 
excavation in the summer of 2007 revealed that this 
wall not only touched the Stepped Stone Structure but 
actually interlocked with it. 

The way this massive north-south wall connected 
to the Stepped Stone Structure indicated that both 
edifices were part of the same building. 

This was a crucial discovery. “The fact that the two 
structures were part of the same construction was an 
astonishing discovery for us,” Dr. Mazar said. “Laid before 
our very eyes was a structure massive in proportions 
and innovative in complexity. It bears witness to 

the impressive architectural skill and considerable 
investment of its builders, to the competency of a 
determined central ruling authority, and most notably 
to the audacity and vision of that authority.” 

In addition, Dr. Mazar discovered the reason the 
Stepped Stone Structure was constructed in the first 
place. The bedrock at the top of Mount Zion contained 
a large void. If the ruler of the fortress wished to extend 
his city further to the north along the ridge of Mount 
Zion, this gap would have to be bridged by a massive 
foundation fill so a sturdy structure could be built atop 
it—a Stepped Stone Structure. This would require, to 
use Dr. Mazar’s words, the “audacity and vision” of 
a “determined central ruling authority” to devote 
enormous resources to build such a brace, descending 
down into the Kidron Valley. 

This, then, is what we see with the foundational 
Stepped Stone Structure and building above: the 
construction of a gigantic palatial structure with 
walls up to 6 meters wide, woven into a 20-meter-
high Stepped Stone Structure that provides a firm 
foundation down the steep eastern edge of the City of 
David. This joint building effort constitutes the tallest 
known structure in all Israel until the time of Herod the 
Great, nearly 1,000 years later. The height and mass of 
the Stepped Stone Structure testifies to the outstanding 
size and magnificence of the building it supported. 

Dr. Mazar called the newly discovered massive 
building, built directly atop and interlocking with the 
Stepped Stone Structure, the “Large Stone Structure.” 
This structure could only be built through a significant 
degree of wealth, infrastructure and power. This raised 
a crucial question: Who built it? Could it have been the 
palace of King David?

Was This Really the Palace?
To determine if the Large Stone Structure was David’s 
palace, Dr. Mazar needed more than a large building 
underpinned by a gigantic supporting structure. She 
needed to date the building. The standard way to do 
this is to use material remains, especially pottery and 
carbon samples, that relate to the structure. 

During her 2005–2008 excavations, Dr. Mazar’s team 
uncovered a significant amount of pottery and many 
carbon samples related to the Large Stone Structure. 
When studied in the laboratory, Mazar discovered 
that the material found directly under the Large Stone 
Structure dated to the last part of the Iron I period--
around the 11th century b.c.e. This was the last period 
in which the Jebusite Canaanites occupied Jerusalem, 
just before David conquered the city. 

These fragments—alongside lack of any structural 
remains dating to this period, indicated that the 

In 2005, Dr. Eilat Mazar discovered evidence 
of a massive building above the Stepped Stone 

Structure. The size of two walls in particular 
was staggering. One wall, running east to 

west, was 30 meters long and up to 3 meters 
wide (A). Another wall, discovered in 2006, 

ran north to south and was 6 meters wide (B).

Mazar also learned that one of these massive 
walls interlocks with the Stepped Stone 

Structure. This was an important discovery, 
as it indicates that both structures were 

constructed at the same time and are part of 
the same monumental edifice. 

Large Stone Structure

A
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Jebusites had left this area open and unbuilt, just 
outside the northern extent of their city. 

The artifacts discovered abutting and directly 
associated with the Large Stone Structure—and thus 
the Stepped Stone Structure—were scientifically dated 
to around the first part of Iron IIa: circa 1000 b.c.e. 

The combined dating evidence left a window of less 
than 100 years in which this massive building could 
have been constructed. And directly within that time 
period is the biblical account of the reign of King David!  

Based on her discoveries, Dr. Mazar found that 
the evidence fit precisely with the biblical account of 
David’s palace: She had found a massive, 3,000-year-old 
building right where the Bible says David’s palace 
should be!

Additional Evidence
Outside of the right location and right dating, a number 
of smaller discoveries also identify the Large Stone 
Structure as King David’s palace. The Bible records 
that the Phoenician King Hiram sent stone masons to 
work on David’s palace (2 Samuel 5:11). This fits with 
the discovery of the beautifully worked Israelite-
Phoenician style stone capital that Kenyon found below 
the now-uncovered Large Stone Structure; this too 
dated to the Iron IIa period.

Other royal items were discovered in and around the 
palace, including ornate ivory utensils and the remains 
of exotic foods, likewise indicating the royal nature of 
the structure.

The Bible records that after King David died, his 
son Solomon built another palace further north of 
the City of David (1 Kings 7:1). Future kings ruled 
from this northern palace, which became known as 
the “king’s high house” (Nehemiah 3:25; King James 
Version). But the palace David built continued to 
function as a royal building, and was still identified 
as the “house of David” in the days of Nehemiah 
(Nehemiah 12:37).

Jeremiah 36:12 describes an officer going “down” 
into a scribal chamber near the “king’s house,” and 
meeting with several officials, including Gemariah 
the son of Shaphan. Excavations of the Stepped Stone 
Structure in the 1970s by Prof. Yigal Shiloh revealed a 
scribal chamber at the base of the structure containing 
51 bullae. The building became known as the “House 
of Bullae.” One of the bullae discovered contained an 
inscription reading “Belonging to Gemariah, son of 
Shaphan.” The House of Bullae, then, is a close link 
to the “scribe’s chamber” near the “king’s house” (see 
page 12, under subhead: “Seal Five: Gemariah,” for more 
information).

by Eleanor Clarke

The discovery of proto-aeolic capitals testifies 
to the royal grandeur of ancient Israel. A capital 

is the highly decorative uppermost stabilizing part 
of a column. The more ornate the pillar capital, the 
more prestigious the building it belonged to. The 

“proto-Aeolic” moniker refers to a particular early 
Phoenician-Israelite-style design, depicting two palm 
motifs (classic symbolism found in Israel and Phoenicia).

The finest example of these capitals was found in 
Jerusalem in 1963, during excavations at the base of 
the Stepped Stone Structure. Archaeologist Kathleen 
Kenyon discovered a massive proto-Aeolic capital 
broken in half, found among debris and ashlars that 
had evidently fallen from a royal structure further 
up the hill. Prof. Yigal Shiloh, who conducted an 
extensive study of proto-Aeolic capitals, said it was 

“especially superior.” Shiloh also called it “the finest of 
all the proto-Aeolic capitals in this country.” Prof. Oded 
Lipschits said that such capitals provide an indication 
of the scale and opulence of gates and palaces that they 
were part of. 

During excavations of the City of David, Kenyon found 
a small section of a massive structure dating to the 10th 
century b.c.e. At the time, Kenyon considered this to be 
a part of a casemate wall built by King Solomon. Some 
30 years later, Dr. Eilat Mazar theorized that it could 
instead be the location of King David’s palace.

When Dr. Mazar shared her thoughts with her 
grandfather, Prof. Benjamin Mazar, he was enthusiastic. 

KENYON’S PROTO-AEOLIC CAPITAL

Proto-Aeolic capital 
discovered in the City of David

The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, by Amalyah Oren
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“Where exactly did Kenyon find 
the piles of ashlars together 
with the proto-Aeolic capital?” 
he asked. “Wasn’t it right next 
to the place you’re talking 
about?”

Indeed it was. The proto-
Aeolic capital was found at 
the foot of the southeastern 

cedar timber and carpenters 
and stonemasons, and they 
built David a palace” (verse 11; 
New Living Translation).

T h e  Ox fo rd  Hi s t o r y  o f 
the Biblical World describes 
the proto-Aeolic capital this 
way: “The high quality and 
uniformity of these features 

of the monumental architecture 
of the 10th century represent a 
building style that may have been 
designed in the United Monarchy 
by an unknown royal architect.”

The royal architect may be 
unknown. But it is certainly fitting 
for the most grandiose Israelite-
Phoenician capital to have been 
found at the base of a 10th-century 
palatial building in the City of David, 
matching the biblical account of 
a palace built with the help of a 
Phoenician king for the ruler of 
Israel’s united monarchy. n

edge of the structure. The capital, 
together with the beautiful ashlar 
stones, had clearly fallen from an 
impressive building. Dr. Mazar 
wrote: “This was just the kind of 
impressive remains that one would 
expect to come from a 10th-century 
b.c.e. king’s palace.”

2 Samuel 5 records the construction 
of David’s palace. Soon after David 
became king of Israel, Hiram, the 
P h o e n i c i a n  k i n g  o f  Ty re,  s e nt 
craftsmen and materials to help build 
the palace: “Then King Hiram of Tyre 
sent messengers to David, along with 

Within and around the Large Stone Structure, the 
bullae of two princes were discovered by Dr. Mazar 
in 2005 and 2007. The first reads: “Belonging to 
Jehucal, son of Shelemiah, son of Shovi.” The second 
reads: “Belonging to Gedeliah, son of Pashur.” These 
royal princes are described together in Jeremiah 38:1 
as the enemies of the prophet. It would be fitting 
to find evidence of princes around a royal palace 
structure.

In excavations to the west of the Large Stone 
Structure, two other notable bullae were found in the 
2019 excavations of Prof. Yuval Gadot: One, “Belonging 
to Nathan-Melech, Servant of the King” belonged to one 
of King Josiah’s royal chamberlains (2 Kings 23:11). The 
other, “Belonging to Ikar, son of Mattaniah,” may have 
belonged to a prince and son of King Zedekiah (whose 
original name was Mattaniah). 

Dozens of other bullae from royal officials and 
princes scattered in and around the Large Stone 
Structure and the nearby scribal building go together 
to indicate that the Large Stone Structure was a royal 
edifice, a palace.

A Sensational Discovery
When Dr. Mazar released her discovery to the public in 
2005, it generated attention around the world. It was 

on the front page of the New York Times. However, a 
number of scholars decried it as sensationalism. 

Why was this viewed so negatively? This was a 
sensational discovery! Dr. Mazar had uncovered 
evidence of a massive building, one that was dated to 
the very time and location of King David, one of the 
Bible’s greatest figures.

Why did Dr. Mazar receive so much criticism? Did 
she skew the evidence? Was she being intellectually 
dishonest? What motivates the criticism against Dr. 
Mazar’s identification of David’s palace? Is Mazar 
biased—or is it her critics who are biased? 

Dr. Mazar’s sensational finding was greeted with 
some skepticism because she committed two cardinal 
sins: First, she discovered what she was looking for. 
Second, Mazar’s science was informed and influenced 
by the Bible. 

Addressing the first point: Remember that Dr. Mazar 
initially believed David’s palace to be slightly further 
north than where she was approved to excavate. Like 
other archaeologists, Mazar also believed the area 
directly above the Stepped Stone Structure was likely 
part of the Jebusite fortress that was built well before 
David was born. Not until the discovery was dated did 
Dr. Mazar change her mind and conclude that the Large 
Stone Structure was built too late to be the Jebusite 
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fortress—it had to have been constructed during King 
David’s reign. 

“Even when I proposed looking for the remains of 
King David’s palace at this spot, I did not imagine that 
the Stepped Stone Structure would form an integral 
part of it,” Dr. Mazar wrote in 2009. “Indeed, reality 
surpassed all imagination.”

Integral to science is the development and testing of 
a theory. Finding what you are looking for is not simply 
a sign of bias. It’s a sign of a good theory.

As for the second point, it is important to also 
note that while Dr. Mazar does consider the Hebrew 
Bible a valuable resource for studying history, she is 
not religious and does not pursue a religious agenda. 

“Archaeology cannot stand by itself as a very technical 

method,” she said. “It is actually quite primitive without 
the support of written documents. Excavating the 
ancient land of Israel and not reading and getting to 
know the biblical source is stupidity. I don’t see how it 
can work. It’s like excavating a classical site and ignoring 
Greek and Latin sources. It is impossible.”

Dr. Mazar digs up stones and walls and pottery. If she 
finds them to match the biblical record, then she does 
not shy away from making the obvious associations (as 
some archaeologists admittedly do—out of fear of their 
work being branded “sensationalist” and discredited by 
their fellow academics).

To Dr. Mazar, the Bible records ancient history in 
Jerusalem relating to ancient structures in Jerusalem. 

“I am interested in history, not just about stones. I 
am interested in stones that can speak. I don’t care 
about stones that have nothing to talk about. That are 
speechless. Who cares about speechless stones?” 

“Let the stones speak,” she so often says.
Following her initial excavation in 2005–2006, some 

of Dr. Mazar’s colleagues rejected the conclusion that she 
had discovered King David’s palace. Some said the Large 
Stone Structure was from 700 years later. Some said it 
was totally unrelated to the Stepped Stone Structure. 
Others held fast to the original theory and maintained 
that it was a Jebusite fortress. One professor recently 
dismissed Dr. Mazar’s discovery, claiming she hadn’t 
done carbon dating. Odd, because she most definitely 
had—we should know, we helped in her excavations. But 
this is an example of the careless dismissal of Dr. Mazar’s 
evidence—without evidence of their own! 

These conclusions are the hasty speculations and 
assumptions based on limited evidence, in some cases 
made by individuals who have never led excavations in 
Jerusalem. Dr. Mazar’s conclusion came from years of 
theorizing and leading actual excavations producing a 
growing body of supporting evidence. 

It is true that 3,000 years of habitation and 
development make it impossible to distinguish the 
precise design and layout of David’s palace. However, 
the main outer walls dated to the time of King David 
are easily visible at the site. 

In recent years, as more evidence of David’s 
kingdom has emerged, biblical minimalists have 
started to acknowledge that although the walls are not 
inscribed with King David’s personal signature, they 

are inarguably the foundations of a massive 
building within the (albeit contested) timeframe 
supported by pottery reading, carbon dating, 
many traditional archaeologists and the Bible. 

Some archaeologists have suggested that 
the Large Stone Structure is a massive Jebusite 
building that was constructed at the end of 

Jebusite rule over Jerusalem. In her preliminary report 
published in 2009, Dr. Mazar recognized that this is 
possible. But she also explained why it is highly unlikely. 
While the dating of the structure could support that 
conjecture, logic does not. Why would the Jebusites 
invest time and resources building a massive palatial 
structure outside their fortress city—and at a time when 
the Israelites were growing in power and preparing to 
conquer the Jebusite city nestled in the heartland of 
their territory? This and other theoretical attempts to 
explain away the structure are much more of a stretch, 
and take far more imagination, than pairing it up with 
the straightforward biblical account.

If you have an open mind and follow the evidence, 
furnished by both archaeology and the historical record 
(the Bible), the most logical explanation is that the Large 
Stone Structure and the Stepped Stone Structure form 
one massive edifice—the palace of David, king of Israel.

“There may be times when it will take 10 years for 
people to adjust to support and even accept the idea,” Dr. 
Mazar said, “but I am not going to wait for them.” She 
estimates that only 20 percent of the royal building has 
been uncovered. And she wants to keep digging.

Dr. Mazar concluded her 1997 Biblical Archaeology 
Review article by writing: “The biblical narrative, I 
submit, better explains the archaeology we have 
uncovered than any other hypothesis that has been put 
forward. Indeed, the archaeological remains square 
perfectly with the biblical description that tells us David 
went down from there to the citadel. So you decide 
whether or not we have found King David’s palace.” n

"Excavating the ancient land of Israel 
and not reading and getting to know 
the biblical source is stupidity. 
Dr. Eilat Mazar



This is my patch of the woods. 
This is not the only pit for 
producing wine. There is a 
smaller one slightly further 
west than the one shown that 
is of particular interest. This 
one is about 3' x 4' and has 3 
pole holes around it. These 
holes were to secure a tripod, 
which would carry a heavy 
rock, which could then be 
placed on a board over the 
grapes, in order to crush them. 
The normal method was to 
crush them by foot, so why this 
smaller and unusual method? 
Well, the first grapes and wine 
of the season would be sent to 
the Holy Temple and such wine 
would need to be pure. Hence 
the more hygienic method. Lots 
of living history in my area. 
(“Naboth’s Vineyard Found?” 
watchJerusalem.co.il/810).
Bobby Sargel  gilboa, israel 

I’ll tell you one thing. If you read the 
last chapter of Shoftim (Judges), 
you will be astounded by the 
courage and ferocity of spirit of the 
tribe of Benjamin. The Benjaminites 
were outnumbered more than 
10 to 1 by the combined tribes 
of Israel and it took four attacks 
(Three of which were won by the 
Benjaminites) and special prayers 
to God before the tribe of Benjamin 
was defeated. In other words, 
they were as fierce as the Vikings! 
(“Norway: A ‘Lost’ Part of the Tribe 
of Benjamin?” watchJerusalem.
co.il/960).
Harry Prawer beersheva, israel

Thank you once again Watch 
Jerusalem for all your information 
on the wonderful news of our 
Bible... (“The Seal of King Ahaz,” 
watchJerusalem.co.il/987).
Pearlie Teplitsky jerusalem, israel
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Since 1993, Gerald Flurry has prophesied that 
radical Islam, led by Iran, would fulfill the biblical 
role of “the king of the south” mentioned in Daniel 11. 

“And at the time of the end shall the king of the south 
push at him; and the king of the north shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter 
into the countries, and shall overflow, as he passes 
through” (verse 40). This prophecy says that Iran and 
its radical Islamist supporters will initiate a violent 
conflict with a German-led European empire (“the 
king of the north”). This terrible conflict will thrust 
the whole world into great calamity.

To fulfill this prophesied “push” against Europe, 
Iran doesn’t necessarily need nuclear weapons. This 
prophecy doesn’t say whether or not Tehran will ever 
go nuclear. Daniel 11 does, however, show that Iran 
will grow so confrontational that it will motivate a 
blitzkrieg-like response from Germany and Europe 
(explained in our free booklet The King of the South). 
Europe’s response will be fast, powerful and dramatic, 
like a “whirlwind.” It’s possible that Germany and 
Europe move fast because they want to prevent a 
nuclear counterattack from Iran.

Thankfully, there is good news at the end of all of 
this. The prophecy in Daniel 11:40-45 does not just 
warn of tremendous war. This is one of the many 
prophecies in the Bible forecasting the coming of the 
Messiah, an event precipitated by global suffering and 
violence. (The radical Islamist belief in the return of 
the mahdi is a counterfeit of these events prophesied 
in the Bible; they were conceived almost a thousand 
years after the warnings of the Jewish prophets.) 

Daniel 12 is part of the same vision in Daniel 11. 
Daniel 12:1 says the catastrophe and suffering 
surrounding the coming of the Messiah will be “a time 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time ….” Thankfully, this period 
of chaos and war will only last 3½ years (verse 7). At 
the end of this period of terrible tribulation, God will 
intervene in world affairs in a powerful way. 

He will usher in a new age of peace and prosperity 
for all men. At this time, the wonderful new world 
government prophesied by Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Micah (among others) will be established on Earth. At 
this time, those who were faithful to God “shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 
the many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever” (verse 3).

Ultimately, this is where the present events 
surrounding Iran’s nuclear program will end—in 
a dramatic climax that will see the Messiah come and 
end the age of man and begin a new world!  n
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What happened to 
King David’s throne?
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n o  c h a r g e  n o  f o l l o w - u p  n o  o b l i g at i o n

Did the lineage end with King Zedekiah, or did it continue?

Request our free book:  
The United States and Britain in Prophecy

Zedekiah's Sons Are Slaughtered Before 
His Eyes, by Gustave Doré 
(IVAN-96/iSTOCK, JULIA GODDARD/WATCH JERUSALEM)


