january-february 2021

He will be back.
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from the editor | Gerald Flurry

The
Jeroboam
Bulla
Is Wonderful Encouragement From God!
Another rare clay artifact that proves God’s presence in world events.

F

or more than four years, I have explained
that United States President Donald Trump
fulfills the role of the end-time King Jeroboam
prophesied in the Bible. You can find this
stunning prophecy in Amos 7, which talks extensively
about an end-time Jeroboam and “house of Jeroboam.”
This prophecy is connected to 2 Kings 14, which
records the history of King Jeroboam ii in the eighth
century b.c.e. As Israel’s longest-serving monarch, this
man presided over a remarkable national resurgence in
the kingdom. Like much of Israel and Judah’s ancient
history, the events in 2 Kings 14 are dual, which means
there is also an end-time fulfillment.
Amos 7 and 2 Kings 14 are crucial passages to
understanding Donald Trump’s presidency, the current
political situation in America, and even broader trends
in the world.
Even now, with Joe Biden as president, I continue
to believe Donald Trump will once again become
America’s president. The reason I steadfastly maintain
this belief is that I understand and believe God’s
prophecy in Amos 7. If only more people really believed
the Bible, they would have so much more understanding
and hope!
Right now, the situation obviously does not look
positive for Mr. Trump. He no longer lives in the White
House and he no longer leads the nation. The radical
left furiously attacked him while he was president, and
it continues to seek his destruction. The mainstream
media hate him. Virtually all the top leaders in the
Republican Party have abandoned him. Most of
America’s courts seem to be against him.
Although events appear to undermine the prophecy
in Amos 7, neither God nor His prophecies have
changed—which means I cannot change my view either.
In early December, as evidence disproving this
prophecy seemed to pile up, we learned about a very
special discovery in Israel. I believe God had a hand in

this discovery! When I read about it, my faith in God’s
prophecy in Amos 7 was bolstered. It will do the same
for you!
In the world of archaeology, the discovery and
authentication of a seal stamp (bulla) mentioning a
biblical king is rare. The last time it happened was
in 2015, when it was revealed that archaeologists had
uncovered a bulla mentioning Judah’s King Hezekiah.
Last December was another one of those rare occasions.
What was the name of the biblical king inscribed on
this seal?
It was King Jeroboam ii!

The Lion of Israel

Amanda Borshhel-Dan is one of Israel’s finest
archaeology journalists. Here is what she wrote about
this bulla: “What is arguably the earliest inscribed
clay seal impression from the land of Israel—used at
the court of Israelite King Jeroboam ii—has been
authenticated after years of strict laboratory testing
under the supervision of Ben-Gurion University
Prof. Yuval Goren” (Times of Israel, Dec. 10, 2020).
The timing of this announcement is interesting.
This bulla has been around for a long time. In fact, it
was purchased from a Bedouin antiquities merchant
in the 1980s, more than 30 years ago. For years, the
man who purchased this bulla assumed it was a
forgery. The tiny artifact, which cost about 10 shekels
(a few cents), was without provenance, which meant
there was no record of where it came from or how it
was discovered.
About five years ago, Prof. Yuval Goren from
Ben-Gurion University began testing the seal
impression. The procedure was intense. Professor
Goren “followed a protocol he had forged over the past
decade, which includes a series of overlapping tests
from varied scientific disciplines.” Then in December,
after five years of scrupulous testing, it was announced
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that the bulla was authentic. Media in Israel and
worldwide published many articles about this discovery.
This wonderful artifact brings King Jeroboam ii to
life. But it also brings to life Amos 7 and 2 Kings 14, two
prophecies about an end-time Jeroboam ii!
I don’t believe the timing of this announcement was
a coincidence.
The oval-shaped bulla is small. It’s roughly 19
millimeters (3/4 inch) tall and 23 millimeters (1 inch)
wide. Though tiny, it packs a powerful message!
On the front is an image of a roaring lion standing
with its tail raised. Above the lion is a paleo-Hebrew
inscription that reads, “l’Shema eved Yerov’am,” which
means “Belonging to Shema the servant/minister of
Jeroboam.” This bulla didn’t belong to King Jeroboam
personally; it belonged to a servant, or minister, who
worked with the king.
The word Shema is used many times in the
Bible. It means hear, or listen. This is the word in
Deuteronomy 6:4, where God says, “Hear, O Israel ….”
The word is used 10 times in the book of Amos, including
in chapter 7. “Now therefore hear thou the word of the
Lord …” (verse 16). Do you think God might be trying to
tell us something with this bulla? I do.
The use of the lion also fits nicely with the biblical
record. The book of Amos, written during the time
of King Jeroboam ii, mentions the word lion five
times. For such a short book, that is a lot. Between
this seal and the writings of Amos, it’s clear that the
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lion symbol carried great significance for Israel under
Jeroboam ii.
To many of his supporters, and there are tens of
millions of them, Donald Trump possesses the qualities
of a lion. Last year, one of these supporters posted a
photo on Twitter of the president casting a shadow of a
lion. (Remarkably, the shape of the image was similar to
the one inscribed on the Jeroboam seal.) The message
praised Mr. Trump as having “the courage of a lion.”
It is hard to disagree with this evaluation. Over the past
four years, and certainly in recent months, Mr. Trump
has been fighting with the courage and spirit of a lion. It’s
an admirable quality, and one that we all need at this time.
When bullae like this are uncovered, they don’t
receive enough attention, especially outside of Israel.
Sadly, the news of this discovery was overpowered by
the madness surrounding America’s election. But the
discovery of the seal of Jeroboam ii truly is special, and
its discovery carries a lot of meaning for our day. That
bulla bears a message of tremendous hope—a message
the world desperately needs!
With this bulla, I believe God is encouraging those
who truly believe the Bible to hold fast to His prophecy
in Amos 7. The people who understand Amos 7 and
recognize Donald Trump as the end-time Jeroboam
were encouraged and excited by this news. God wants
us to see what He is doing with Jeroboam, and with His
people at this time.
Like Mr. Trump, King Jeroboam ii was not a
righteous man. Still, God used him to save Israel for a
time. 2 Kings 14 says, “For the Lord saw the affliction of
Israel, that it was very bitter; for there was none shut up
nor left at large, neither was there any helper for Israel.
And the Lord said not that He would blot out the name
of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them by the
hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash” (verses 26-27).
Anciently, the kingdom of Israel was in bitter
affliction—on the verge of collapse—when Jeroboam ii
arrived on the scene. You could say the same about
America (and the rest of the modern nations descended
from biblical Israel) today: It is in bitter affliction!
If the radical left has its way, America, Britain and the
State of Israel will be fundamentally transformed.
Israelis need to take this personally. Joe Biden and
his supporters do not support Israel nearly to the same
extent as Donald Trump. Mr. Biden is already working
to undo many of Mr. Trump’s accomplishments in the
Middle East, all of which benefited Israel. Mr. Biden
is undoubtedly going to support Iran and its hateful
aspirations, and will almost certainly reinstitute Barack
Obama’s views and policies in the region.
Now that the radical left has control, the
“affliction” is going to quickly get much worse!

These forces attacking America
today are terribly destructive—
and the worst of them are within
the nation. They want to destroy
traditional America, especially its
Judeo-Christian heritage and its
history with God. That’s what the
“deep state” is all about; that’s what
Antifa and Black Lives Matter are
all about; that’s what the attacks
on the Constitution are all about;
that’s what the destruction of the
statues and heritage sites are all
about; that’s what the effort to
rewrite history is all about. It’s all
an attempt to “blot out the name of
Israel from under heaven.”
Can anyone looking at events
in Washington, D.C., between
November 4 and January 20 deny
that America is suffering “bitter
affliction”?
Amos 7:8 says, “And the Lord said
unto me: ‘Amos, what seest thou?’
And I said: ‘A plumbline.’ Then
said the Lord: Behold, I will set a
plumbline in the midst of My people
Israel; I will not again pardon them any more.” This is God
talking! He has warned these nations several times to try
to wake them up, but they have ignored those warnings.
So, here in Amos 7 He says, I am going to warn these
people one last time!
And notice: This final warning occurs during the
time of an end-time Jeroboam. “And the high places
of Isaac shall be desolate, And the sanctuaries of Israel
shall be laid waste; And I will rise against the house
of Jeroboam with the sword” (verse 9). When God says,
“I will not again pardon them any more,” He is talking
about the time of Jeroboam.
In spite of what virtually everyone believes,
Mr. Trump’s job is not over. Since the November 3
election, he has been roaring like a lion. This is the
message God wants us to take from the Jeroboam bulla:
God is not done using Mr. Trump! Despite all physical
appearances, know that God is directing it all!
In Amos 3, God says, “For the Lord God will do
nothing, But He revealeth His counsel unto His servants
the prophets. The lion hath roared, Who will not fear?
The Lord God hath spoken, Who can but prophesy?”
(verses 7-8).
This is a prophetic message the whole world needs to
hear! With the discovery of this bulla, God is bolstering
that message delivered by His people. This is certainly
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Mr. Trump has been fighting
with the courage and spirit
of a lion. It’s an admirable
quality, and one that we all
need at this time.

President Trump speaks to supporters prior
to boarding Air Force One to head to Florida on
January 20 in Joint Base Andrews, Maryland.

an encouraging discovery at this time, and it shows
God’s hand in world events.
2020 was a difficult year. And the Bible says that world
conditions are going to get much worse. The Prophet
Daniel warns us that the people of Israel (America and
Britain) and Judah (Jews) are barreling toward a time of
destruction “such as never was since there was a nation
even to that same time” (Daniel 12:1). The prophecy in
Amos 7 ends with America (as well as the Jewish state)
falling into terrible calamity and horrible suffering.
These are urgent and sobering prophecies, but they
are also exceedingly bright and hopeful. Never forget
what is really happening in Amos 7: God is delivering
a final warning! He is so loving and merciful and
compassionate! And He is giving the people one final
opportunity to repent, to change their behavior, to stop
sinning, to return to Him!
Donald Trump is going to return. When he does, a lot
of people, especially Jews, will be pleased. But when this
happens, we must remember Amos 7 and 2 Kings 14. God
will be the one behind Mr. Trump and what he accomplishes!
No politician can save America or Israel. The ultimate
savior will be the real “lion of Judah” (Genesis 49:9-12)—
the Messiah. Do you hear that lion roaring? This is only
the beginning. Who can but prophesy?
n
With editorial assistance by Brad Macdonald
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DONALD TRUMP:

The Modern
King Jeroboam II
The story of an ancient king of Israel carries an
urgent lesson for Americans and Israelis in 2021.
By brad Macdonald and Brent nagtegaal

T

he extraordinary success of Israel’s
longest-serving monarch was entirely
unexpected. For decades prior to his rule, the
kingdom of Israel was trapped in a downward
spiral of ignominy and subjugation. In the
ninth century b.c.e., the Assyrian Empire dominated
Israel and even forced King Ahab and King Jehu to pay
tribute. By the end of the century, the Assyrian overlords
were gone—and replaced by Aramean tyrants. Israel
was crawling from weakness to weakness.
In 793 b.c.e., Jeroboam ii arrived. Neither the Bible
nor secular history reveal anything unique about his
coming to power. The author of Kings records that
Jeroboam ii was just as evil as his forefathers, that
“he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he
departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 14:24).
Jeroboam ii was just like his namesake, Jeroboam i, who
had led Israel to break away from the dynasty of David
two centuries prior.
Yet in spite of Jeroboam’s wicked behavior, the
kingdom’s borders expanded and it grew spectacularly
prosperous. Why? God answers in verse 2: “And the
Lord said not that He would blot out the name of Israel
from under heaven; but He saved them by the hand of
Jeroboam the son of Joash.” Under King Jeroboam ii,
God mercifully gave a kingdom fated for certain death
one final opportunity to return to greatness.
This history is far more relevant to us today than you
probably realize.
Since January 2017, Watch Jerusalem editor in chief
Gerald Flurry has repeatedly explained the dramatic
prophecy in Amos 7, which specifically discusses an
4
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end-time Jeroboam and “house of Jeroboam.” Mr. Flurry
has shown that United States President Donald Trump
is this end-time type of King Jeroboam ii, and that
Mr. Trump’s presidency can be compared to that of
Jeroboam’s recorded in 2 Kings 14.
Amos 7 “really makes Bible prophecy come alive
to you,” Mr. Flurry writes in his booklet Great Again
(free upon request). “God is revealing the identity of
significant individuals in Bible prophecy in this end
time especially—I believe like He’s never done before.
He wants us to understand this because it is leading
directly into the Great Tribulation and then the coming
of the Messiah!”
Written during the reign of Jeroboam ii, the entire
book of Amos describes social, political and geopolitical
trends in ancient Israel that are remarkably similar to
those in America today! (In Bible prophecy, the term
“Israel” refers to America and Britain, while the term
“Judah” refers to the Jews. This crucial truth is explained
thoroughly in The United States and Britain in Prophecy,
by Herbert W. Armstrong, also free upon request).
Under Jeroboam, Israel experienced a massive
economic boom, its enemies retreated, and its
borders expanded. The people of Israel experienced
a massive religious revival across the land. The same
happened to America under Donald Trump! And
these aren’t the only parallels: Much like the Trump
administration, King Jeroboam’s government forged a
strong relationship with King Uzziah and the Jews.
These parallels are not just interesting history.
The reign of King Jeroboam is prophetic! And it is a
powerful, last-chance warning to the modern
descendants of Israel and Judah!

King Jeroboam I

MANDEL NGAN/AFP via Getty Images

Israel was a united kingdom under its first king,
Saul, and during its golden age under King David and
King Solomon. Following Solomon’s death in the late
10th century b.c.e., the kingdom split into two rival
kingdoms. The southern kingdom, Judah, was led by
kings from the dynasty of King David for more than 300
years. It retained Jerusalem as its capital and Solomon’s
temple as its national center of worship.
The northern kingdom, Israel, was led from the
beginning and without exception by rebellious,
disobedient kings. The first king of Israel, Jeroboam i,
rejected David, Jerusalem and the Levites, the tribe
God had established as His priests and educators. Over
its 200-year existence, Israel had 19 kings under nine
dynasties, and not one was righteous. Under all of them,
sin was an entrenched way of life. The Bible records that
God sent prophets, including Elijah, Elisha and Amos, to
warn the nation. But none of Israel’s kings, and very few
of its citizens, ever repented wholeheartedly.
Beginning around 900 b.c.e., Israel suffered a century
marked by famine and war. The Assyrians, then the
Arameans, conquered parts of its territory. From
the start of his reign around 843 b.c.e., the Aramean
King Hazael repeatedly invaded Israelite territory
and eventually conquered Israel’s land on the eastern
side of the Jordan River. Twenty years later, Hazael
ventured farther west, even gaining territory along
the Mediterranean coast (2 Kings 12:18). By 815 b.c.e.,
the Syrians had effectively subjugated the kingdoms of

Judah and Israel. 2 Kings 13:3 reveals the ultimate reason
Israel and Judah suffered repeated defeat: “And the anger
of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He delivered
them into the hand of Hazael king of Aram, and into the
hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, continually.”
Consider the parallels between Israel and Judah prior
to Jeroboam’s arrival and America and the Jewish state
before Donald Trump. Under Barack Obama, the U.S.
pursued a policy of alienating friends and emboldening
enemies. This predicament was especially dire in the
Middle East, where Mr. Obama’s primary strategy was
to undermine Israel and promote Iran and radical Islam.

Much like the Trump
administration, King
Jeroboam’s government
forged a strong relationship
with King Uzziah and the Jews.
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From left: Bahrain Foreign Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid
al-Zayani, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, U.S.
President Donald Trump and U.A.E. Foreign Minister Abdullah bin
Zayed al-Nahyan attend a signing ceremony for the agreements on
“normalization of relations” at the White House on Sept. 15, 2020.

In 2 Kings 13:4, King Jehoahaz (Jeroboam’s
grandfather) cried out to God for help against the
Syrians. Ever merciful, God caused Assyria to invade
Syria, relieving some of Syria’s oppression of Israel.
In 796 b.c.e., the Assyrian army swept into the
region, instantly weakening Syria’s power over Israel
and Judah. Yet as the Assyrian Tell al-Rimah Stele
inscription shows, the conquering Assyrians took
tribute not only from Syria’s King Benhadad (son
of Hazael) but also “received tribute of Jehoash the
Samarian.” Jehoash was the father and predecessor of
King Jeroboam ii.

Enter Jeroboam II
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Jeroboam began to reign in or around 793 b.c.e., and
Israel began to get stronger.
The Bible shows that territorial expansion and
economic prosperity generally corresponded to
the reign of a righteous king. God often responds to
righteousness with material blessings. Jeroboam ii was
an exception to this rule.
In fact, through the Prophet Jonah, God prophesied
that even though Jeroboam ii was wicked, He would
extend mercy to Israel. Through Jeroboam, God would
enlarge Israel’s borders and give the nation peace and
prosperity not experienced since the time of King David
and King Solomon. This is the key to understanding
the reign of Jeroboam ii: The national resurgence
was God’s doing, but it was performed through the
leadership (“by the hand”) of Jeroboam.

God used this leader to cause a
national resurgence, even though
neither he nor his people were
righteous, because the nation was so
close to the end! The same is true of
the United States of America today.
“He restored the border of Israel
from the entrance of Hamath unto
the sea of the Arabah, according
to the word of the Lord, the God
of Israel, which He spoke by the
hand of His servant Jonah the son
of Amittai, the prophet, who was of
Gath-hepher” (2 Kings 14:25). (This
is the same Jonah whom God later
tasked with warning Assyria and
whose prophetic book is canonized
in the Bible.)
Under Jeroboam’s reign, Israel
recovered huge swathes of territory
from both the Syrians and the
Assyrians, including Hamath,
which 1 Kings 8:65 records as the
name of a town at the northern boundary during the
kingdom of Israel’s golden age.
2 Kings 14:25 records the southern boundary of
Jeroboam’s territory as “the sea of the Arabah.” Most
scholars take this to mean the eastern portion of the
Dead Sea, perhaps even to the point of Edom at the sea’s
southern point. This would mean that King Jeroboam
acquired full control of the territories of Moab, Ammon
and Syria (see also verse 28 and Amos 6:14).
Both the Bible and secular sources indicate that
Jeroboam’s power over the Aramean kingdom, including
its capital, Damascus, was total. After a campaign by
Assyrian King Shalmaneser iv against Damascus in
773 b.c.e., the Assyrians no longer journeyed into the
region until after Jeroboam’s death. The Bible reveals
that Jeroboam made the most of Assyria’s absence
by recovering Damascus for the kingdom of Israel
(2 Kings 14:28). Secular history records no known
ruler of Damascus from 775–750 b.c.e., the very years
that Jeroboam reigned. (This timeline shows that King
Jeroboam’s foreign victories mainly occurred during the
second half of his reign.)
Compare this to recent history in America. Under
Barack Obama’s administration, the nation suffered
from a foreign policy motivated by hatred for America
and defined by compromise and appeasement toward
China, Iran, Europe, North Korea, Russia and other
current and potential enemies. Then the nation
suddenly pivoted to a policy of strength and even
maximum pressure toward those same enemies. Why?

Because of one man: Donald Trump. He might not
be popular with world leaders, but he is feared and
respected. And while his detractors will never admit it,
his leadership made the world safer for America.
Mr. Trump’s presidency also made the world safer
for the imperiled nation of Israel. This also happened
anciently.

Alliance With Judah

During Jeroboam’s reign over Israel, the southern
kingdom of Judah thrived. Judah was led by King
Uzziah, who also presided over a stunning resurgence in
the eighth century b.c.e. (see 2 Chronicles 26). The Bible
gives few details about the nature of the relationship
between the two brother kingdoms, but it is clear that
they were allied.
Israel’s resurgence under King Jeroboam benefited
King Uzziah and Judah in much the same way that
America’s resurgence these past four years has
benefited the Jewish state. “Now the rest of the acts of
Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his might, how he
warred, and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath,
for Judah in Israel, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?” (2 Kings 14:28).
It is notable that a passage focusing on the kingdom
of Israel’s resurgence mentions the separate kingdom
of Judah. Some believe this indicates that the two
kingdoms allied and fought side by side to defeat
Syria and recover territory. Citing this verse, Tel Aviv
University’s Nadav Na’aman wrote, “Although details
of the relations are missing, we may speculate that …
Judah must have sent troops to the Israelite campaigns
against Aram Damascus and enjoyed the successful
results of these campaigns” (“Samaria and Judah in an
Early 8th-Century Assyrian Wine List,” Journal of the
Institute of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University, Vol. 46,
Issue 1, 2019).
“It seems most likely that good relations between
Israel and Judah were restored during the reigns of
Jeroboam ii and Uzziah,” Youhanan Aharoni wrote in
The Land of the Bible. “The two sister kingdoms were
the strongest powers in Palestine and Syria during that
period, and together they ruled an area about as great
as the kingdom of David.”
Think about the influence exerted by America and
Israel in the Middle East during Mr. Trump’s presidency.
In just the last few months, Israel formed milestone
peace treaties, brokered by America, with the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan. In most
cases, the deals negotiated by President Trump required
America to sacrifice something for the sake of Israel.
The Americans removed Sudan from its list of State
Sponsors of Terrorism, recognized Morocco’s claim to

Western Sahara and awarded the United Arab Emirates
a massive weapons deal. And, most importantly, Iran’s
attempt to dominate the region was stymied.
The administration of Benjamin Netanyahu can
take some of the credit for this, but most of it belongs
to Donald Trump, the end-time type of Jeroboam ii!
Archaeological evidence of this alliance emerged
during the recent study of ancient wine lists uncovered
between 1957 and 1963 in excavations in the Assyrian
capital of Nimrud. Inscribed on these clay tablets is a list
of wine allotments and who they were to be distributed
to. Of the 60 tablets discovered, several list names of
individuals visiting Assyria from “the land of Samaria,” the
kingdom of Israel. According to Na’aman, King Jeroboam’s
emissaries frequented the capital as “ambassadors of an
independent kingdom, unlike the emissaries of Assyrian
vassals who were forced to arrive each year to the royal
court and bring with them yearly tribute” (op cit).
One list, dating to the 780s b.c.e., names the
representative from Israel alongside the representative
from Judah. This probably indicates they made the journey
to Assyria’s capital together. “The arrival of Israelite and
Judahite envoys to Calah [Nimrud],” explained Na’aman,
indicates “that the relationship of the two neighboring
kingdoms improved after the death of Joash and the
ascendance of Jeroboam to his father’s throne …. [T]he
willingness of Jeroboam to cooperate with Uzziah and
send envoys of the two kingdoms to Calah indicates the
(at least partial) recovery of these kingdoms’ relations.”
According to Na’aman, King Jeroboam ii was
undoubtedly the alpha in this eighth-century IsraelJudah relationship, yet “Judah must have enjoyed the
status of an ally rather than that of a vassal state.”
This is an exact parallel of the relationship between
the United States and the State of Israel over the past
four years. After suffering a terrible crisis devised by
the Obama administration, the relationship surged to
a historic high under the leadership of Donald Trump
and Benjamin Netanyahu. Just as they did anciently, the
descendants of Israel and Judah dominate the region.
Anciently, they controlled the crucial trade routes
connecting Egypt to Mesopotamia (via the Maris and
the King’s Highway), bringing security and wealth as it
was during Israel’s golden age under King Solomon (see
1 Kings 5:1-5; 2 Chronicles 9:26; 2 Samuel 8).

Affliction

Studying this history, especially in the context of
current events, we must remember that the sensational resurgence of the Israelites and Jews was not
the result of blessings from God for obedience—even
though many of them believed it was.
JEROBOAM
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The Astonishing Prophecy
That Explains Your World
The great patriarch Abraham lived 4,000 years ago,
but his legacy still impacts us today.
By brad macdonald

W

hy does America dominate the
world today? How was Britain, a
tiny island, able to build the largest
empire in world history?
Historians have devoted their
entire careers to examining these questions. They lie
at the heart of understanding the world today.
They also lie at the heart of many of our social
problems.
A new narrative is emerging that Britain, America
and the white race in general acquired power and
wealth because they were crueler than the rest. “The
white race is the biggest murderer, rapist, pillager and
thief of the modern world,” wrote the Pulitzer Prizewinning founder of the New York Times’ 1619 Project,
Nicole Hannah-Jones, in 1995.
The rise and absolute dominance of Britain and
America over the past 200 years is hard to explain. There
is nothing like it in human history. It is stunning and
profound, and quite moving when you understand it.
Consider how Britain—a speck of land sitting
more than 3,500 miles from the equator, tucked away
on Earth’s northern frontier—a country that for
millennia was only sparsely populated, that has existed
precariously less than a marathon’s distance from
some of history’s most dangerous regimes—a nation
smaller than New Zealand or Ecuador, with a climate
so cold, dark and damp that many consider it downright
inhospitable—suddenly, unexpectedly sprang forth
into the greatest empire the world has ever seen.
Germany is 1½ times larger than Britain. China is
over 40 times larger, and Russia is 74 times Britain’s size.
Each of these countries has at some point possessed the
ingredients necessary for empire: strong leadership
and politics, strategic territorial assets, access to
agricultural and mineral resources, technology. Yet
despite these advantages, not one has ever come close
8
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to controlling as much of Earth’s surface, possessing
the wealth, or commanding the number of subjects as
Britain’s Queen Victoria in the 19th century.
Google it. Check the history books. Corner your
professor. Study the chronicles of Greece and Rome,
or China, the Ottomans and other Arab dynasties, the
Aztecs. You’ll soon see that in all of human history
nothing parallels the stupendous prosperity, expanse
and grandeur of the British Empire at its peak. Great
Britain is a truly historical anomaly.
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, America’s story is
similar. In the space of about a century and a half, it
went from being a fledging collection of colonies to
being an almighty superpower, the greatest single
nation the world has ever seen.
What are we to make of this? Was this a freak
occurrence of international relations? Was it the
result of a brilliant scheme concocted by some mystery
statesman? Was it blind luck?
Historians struggle to explain it. But the Bible has
the answer.
Understanding how and why this happened means
understanding one of the most important prophecies
in your Bible. This prophecy reveals God’s hand behind
the broad stroke of history. Understand it, and you can
see God’s hand in just about any major historical event.

Thank Abraham

watch jerusalem/julia goddard

Genesis 12 is one of the most important passages of
Scripture for understanding world history. God makes
an all-important, two-part promise to Abraham.
Read verse 2. First, God says, “I will make of thee
a great nation.” Here, God promises tremendous
national, material prosperity and power to Abraham’s
descendants. In The United States and Britain in
Prophecy—a book in which the Abrahamic promise is
the key theme—Herbert W. Armstrong termed the first
part of God’s promise to Abraham a “promise of race.”
Second, God promises Abraham that “in thee shall
all the families of the earth be blessed” (verse 3). Think
about that—“all the families of the earth.” Doesn’t
this prove that God is not racist, nor a respecter of
persons or races? In this promise, He clearly states
that every human on Earth would benefit from His
special relationship with Abraham! Mr. Armstrong
termed this part of the promise the “promise of grace.”
This is the promise of the coming Messiah, who will be
a descendant of Abraham and through whom God will
offer salvation to all humanity.
The key to understanding why America and Britain
have dominated the world for the last 200 years—and
to understanding many global trends in general—is
understanding the first part of God’s towering promise
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to Abraham. Understanding the “promise of race” is the
key that unlocks world history and Bible prophecy.
Yet it is a mystery to historians today. World history—not
just the history of Abraham’s descendants, but the entire
history of mankind since the time of Abraham—has
been shaped and defined by God’s promise to Abraham!
Here is how Mr. Armstrong put it: “Right here
is where those who profess to be ‘Christians’—and
their teachers—have fallen into error and scriptural

Abrahamic, or birthright, promise, verse 2 plainly says, “but
the birthright was Joseph’s.” We must not fail to consider
how incredibly specific the Bible is when it records the
Abrahamic promise and how it would be fulfilled.
In Genesis 48, the birthright promise is passed on to
Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. Once again,
the promise is specific. Verse 19 says, “[Manasseh] also
shall become a people, and he also shall be great; howbeit
his younger brother [Ephraim] shall be greater than he,

God’s promise of race is the key that unlocks Bible
prophecy—to understand Britain and America, to
understand this world, we need to understand that key.
blindness. They have failed to notice the twofold promise
God made to Abraham. They recognize the messianic
promise of spiritual salvation through the ‘one seed’
[Genesis 22:18]. … This is a pivotal point. This is the
point where professing ‘Christians’ and their teachers
jump the track of truth. This is the point where they
switch off the track that would lead them to the missing
master key to the prophecies. They miss the fact that
God gave Abraham promises of physical race as well
as spiritual grace” (The United States and Britain in
Prophecy; emphasis added throughout).
God’s promise of race is the key that unlocks Bible
prophecy—to understand Britain and America, to
understand this world, we need to understand that key!

The Birthright Promise Conferred

In Genesis 17:7, God reaffirms His promise to Abraham.
Here, God not only gives more details, He says this
would be an “everlasting covenant.” Abraham would die,
as humans do, but God’s promise would not.
Genesis 26:3-5 clearly show God’s promise of
“physical race” (material blessings) as well as “spiritual
grace” being conferred on Abraham’s son Isaac.
In both Genesis 27:26-29 and Genesis 35:10-12, we
read of the Abrahamic promise being passed on to
Jacob, Isaac’s son and Abraham’s grandson. Read it
for yourself: “And God said unto him [Jacob]: ‘I am
God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and
a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall
come out of thy loins” (Genesis 35:11).
Notice how specific this promise is: When the time
came to bestow this promise of material wealth and
power on Abraham’s descendants, God would do it by
facilitating the advent of a single great nation and a great
“company,” or commonwealth, of nations, an empire.
1 Chronicles 5:1-2 show the Abrahamic promise being
conferred on Joseph, one of Jacob’s 12 sons. Discussing the
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and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.” In
this chapter, God says explicitly that the descendants
of Manasseh would form the great “nation,” and the
descendants of Ephraim would form the “company of
nations,” prophesied to Jacob in Genesis 35:11.
God’s promise to Abraham is clear and detailed. The
question is: Has God fulfilled this promise? If so, when
exactly did He do it?

Blessing Not Given to Ancient Israel

Secular history reveals the answer to these questions.
Consider the spectrum of world history, and identify
those times when two peoples—two distinct yet related
peoples, one a great single nation, the other a great
company of nations—emerged as wealthy, powerful
and dominant.
And what about the Bible? Does God reveal when He
would fulfill His promise to Abraham?
God delivered the Israelites from Egypt in the mid-15th
century b.c.e. By this time, Israel was a large nation of 2
to 3 million people. It was comprised of people from the
12 tribes of Jacob. Sometime around 1400 b.c.e., God led
Israel into Canaan. It was here, in the Promised Land, that
God intended to fulfill His promise to Abraham. It was
here, in the Levant, with Jerusalem as the capital, that
He wanted to transform Israel, specifically Ephraim and
Manasseh, into a great nation and a “company of nations.”
However, while God wanted to fulfill His promise
to Abraham at this time, the immediate inheritance of
the Abrahamic promise was conditional. Ancient Israel
would receive the promise in its time, but only if it met
certain obligations.
What were those obligations? The key Bible passage
that provides the answer is Leviticus 26. This chapter
is critical.
Notice how Mr. Armstrong explained it: “Leviticus 26
is the basic prophecy of the [Bible]. … In this central

prophecy, God reaffirmed the birthright promise—
but with conditions—for those of Moses’s day! The
birthright tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh were then
with the other tribes—as one nation. Obedience to
God’s laws would bring the vast national wealth and
blessings of the birthright, not only to Ephraim and
Manasseh, but the whole nation would automatically
have shared them at that time” (ibid).
He continued, “There was a condition—a great
big ‘if’—to their receiving actual fulfillment of this
stupendous birthright promise in their time! God said:
‘If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments,
and do them; Then I will give you rain in due season,
and the land shall yield her increase …’ (verses 3-4; King
James Version).”
God wanted to lavish ancient Israel with unparalleled
wealth and power. He wanted to transform Ephraim
and Manasseh, and all of Israel, into the largest, most
powerful empire ever. He wanted to fulfill His promise
to Abraham. But He would only do so if they obeyed Him.
In Leviticus 26, we see that if Abraham’s descendants
rejected God and disobeyed, then God would curse Israel
by postponing the fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise!

Postponing the Promise

How long would God postpone His promise? He actually
tells us: “And if ye will not yet for these things hearken
unto Me, then I will chastise you seven times more for
your sins” (Leviticus 26:18).
The meaning of this statement is dual. The
expression “seven times” comes from the Hebrew shibah,
which can also mean “sevenfold.” As Mr. Armstrong
explained, “The ‘seven times’ implies duration or
continuation of punishment. But the word also conveys
the meaning of ‘sevenfold,’ or seven times greater
intensity of punishment—as a punishment that is
sevenfold more intense” (ibid).
This “pivotal prophecy” reveals that the punishment
will be seven “times” more intense—and also seven
“times” in duration. In the language of biblical prophecy,
a “time” is a specific period—a prophetic 360-day year.
(The explanation of why a prophetic year in the Bible
is 360 days and not 365 is given in The United States
and Britain in Prophecy.) And as is the case so often in
prophecy, each of those prophetic “days” represented a
year in the fulfillment of Israel’s punishment.
You can see this day-for-a-year principle in effect
when Israel was to inherit the Promised Land anciently
(Numbers 13-14). After Israel’s spies scouted Canaan and
returned a faithless report, the fearful Israelites refused
to enter the land. God then postponed their promised
inheritance and sentenced them to roam the wilderness
for 40 years. Why 40 years? Numbers 14:34 explains:

“After the number of the days in which ye searched the
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear
your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my
breach of promise” (kjv). Following this day-for-a-year
principle, the Israelites’ entrance into the Promised
Land was delayed 40 years, each year representing one
day that the spies had scouted the land.
Remember, God said in Leviticus 26:18 that Israel
would be denied the birthright promise for seven
prophetic “times”—that is, seven 360-day years, a
total of 2,520 days. When you apply the day-for-a-year
principle, that becomes a punishment of 2,520 years.
In this case—just like in Numbers 14—it involves the
withholding of God’s promised blessing.
Yes, God specifically prophesied that He would
postpone blessing Abraham’s descendants for 2,520 years.
Now, does the Bible tell us when God enforced this
postponement?

2,520 Years

Follow Israel’s history. After Moses’s successor, Joshua,
led the nation into the Promised Land, it endured
about 350 terrible years under the judges. God then
established the monarchy, but the Israelites continued
to suffer under their first king, Saul. After Saul’s reign,
“[t]hey began prospering under King David, and in
Solomon’s reign they reached a considerable state of
prosperity. However, they had not yet flowered into the
full predominant-world-power status promised under
the birthright,” Mr. Armstrong wrote (ibid).
When Solomon died, anarchy and instability set in.
Within a short time, civil war had split Israel in two. The
kingdom of Judah—comprised of the tribes of Judah
and Benjamin, with Jerusalem as its capital—inhabited
the south. The other 10 tribes, with Ephraim as the lead
nation, split away and inhabited the north. They were
known as Israel.
Over the ensuing decades and centuries, the
10-tribed kingdom of Israel continued to embrace
the evil ways of its first king, Jeroboam, who was an
Ephraimite. Israel became filthy and rebellious in
God’s eyes, and the people were unrepentant. God
sent prophet after prophet to warn them, but they
rejected God’s every warning. Because they flagrantly
rejected God, they never received the full blessings
of Abraham.
By the late eighth century b.c.e., God was left with
no other option. Israel simply would not repent, and
the time had come for the nation to be punished—and,
according to the prophecy of Leviticus 26:18, for the
birthright promise to be postponed. You can read the
history in 2 Kings 17. It describes how God used the
Assyrian Empire to destroy Israel and take it captive.
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Israel’s downfall was conclusive. Virtually the entire
kingdom was dragged out of the Promised Land!
Assyria’s final invasion and destruction of Israel
occurred between 721 and 718 b.c.e. History books
document this, so does the archaeological record.
This history is easy to prove. As Mr. Armstrong
explained—and as logic implies—Israel’s banishment
from the Promised Land marked the beginning of the
postponement of the birthright promise.
“From that time,” wrote Herbert Armstrong, “God
sent no prophets to them. He gave them no more chance
to receive the greatest national blessing of all history—
until the end of the 2,520 years! He hid, as it were, His
face from them! He removed them out of His sight. He
pleaded no longer with them. They had not qualified for
nor deserved His blessings!” (ibid).
Having established the date Israel was conquered,
the math is simple: Take 721–718 b.c.e. and add 2,520
years. You arrive at c.e. 1800–1803. It was certain:
History would have to follow a new pattern. God
would not begin to pour out the blessings promised to
Ephraim and Manasseh until the year 1800.
Consider the ramifications of this reality on world
history. Ephraim and Manasseh would not be allowed to
dominate the world for 2,520 years. This allowed other
powers to emerge. But even their emergence would
not be left to chance. In the sixth century b.c.e., God
revealed to the Prophet Daniel the series of empires that
would fill the vacuum left by Israel’s fall into obscurity
(Daniel 2, 7).
Isn’t this remarkable? The history of all of these
empires—Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome and the
subsequent attempts to revive the Roman Empire—
revolve around Israel. History unfolded in the vacuum
created by Israel’s collapse!
Imagine how different world history would have
been if Israel had obeyed God and inherited the
Abrahamic promise at the time of Solomon. Imagine
if Ephraim became a world empire around the time
of King Solomon, or if Manasseh became the greatest
single nation in the world. The history of Rome and
Greece, of ancient Persia, would be entirely different!
Can you begin to see how world history revolves
around this promise to Abraham?

The Great Promise Finally Fulfilled!
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So, beginning in the year 1800, God began to fulfill
the promise to Abraham that had been specifically
conferred on the descendants of Ephraim and
Manasseh. At this time, He began to orchestrate the rise
of a single great nation and a great “company of nations.”
And you can easily see this when you study the history
of America and Britain!

There are countless history books on this crucial
time period. More than a few historians have
documented all the conditions that “mysteriously”
converged, even starting in the 17th and 18th centuries,
to facilitate the sudden emergence of the British Empire
and the United States.
Consider the significant developments in Britain
between 1500 and 1800, the three centuries leading
up to the apex of the British Empire: the Protestant
Reformation; England’s divorce from Catholicism under
Henry viii; the unification of England, Scotland and even
Ireland, for a moment; the rise of England’s Navy and
its dominance over the water highways; the Industrial
Revolution and Britain’s emergence as the world’s
economic, cultural, philosophical and technological
hub. There is also the demise of Britain’s competitors
during this time, such as the miraculous defeat of the
Spanish Armada in 1588 that removed Catholic Spain as
a threat, and the defeat of Napoleon in 1805.
Many historians recognize Britain’s unique,
seemingly inexplicable arrival as a world power.
“Some of the elements required for an economic
transformation were present in other parts of the
world,” writes Paul Johnson. “But only England
possessed them all in combination. The ‘miracle’ had
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been brewing for 150 years; or, to vary the metaphor, a
number of conventional factors of economic growth had
been drawing together, and in the late 18th century the
resultant mass became ‘critical,’ and the explosion took
place” (The Offshore Islanders).
Each of these events was critical in laying the
foundation for the British Empire. With each event—
and there are more beyond those listed above—God was
preparing England to receive the blessings of Abraham!
You can do the same exercise with America. Think
about the Continental Congress and Declaration of
Independence; the development of the Constitution,
which gave the fledgling nation a foundation for political
stability; the Louisiana Purchase; the expedition of
Lewis and Clark; the California Gold Rush. America
also witnessed the demise of regional competitors—
especially Catholic European powers, namely France
and Spain—along its southern border. Each of these
events was critical to America’s ascendance. Again,
with each event, God was preparing the United States
to receive the blessings of Abraham!

A History-Changing Event

I haven’t come close to documenting all the details
that fell into place around 1800 to facilitate Britain’s

and America’s emergence as world powers. Even the
weather in Britain during this time, as Paul Johnson has
noted, was historically good. That is, it was conducive
to agricultural success, which means full bellies and
healthy humans, which means rapid population growth.
You can go through the blessings in Leviticus 26
and compare the very specific prophecies of material
prosperity with history books of the time period—and
see these prophecies fulfilled exactly!
“The most remarkable fulfillment of biblical
prophecy in modern times was the sudden sprouting
forth of the two mightiest world powers—one, a
commonwealth of nations forming the greatest world
empire of all time; the other, the wealthiest, most
powerful nation on Earth today,” Mr. Armstrong
wrote. “These birthright peoples came, with incredible
suddenness, into possession of more than two
thirds—nearly three fourths—of the cultivated wealth
and resources of the whole world! This sensational
spurt from virtual obscurity in so short a time gives
incontrovertible proof of divine inspiration. Never, in
all history, did anything like it occur” (op cit).
Stop and think about the implications of this
prophecy—not just for America and Britain, but also
on world history. Broadly speaking, it is safe to say
that world history as we know it is largely the product
of the Abrahamic promise—especially the delay
of that promise because of the Israelites’ rebellion!
Other powers were able to rise because the Israelites
disappeared as a power for 2,520 years!
Now think about the last 200 years. For more than two
centuries the world has been dominated by two powers:
one a single great nation, the other a great company of
nations. Together, America and Britain are the primary
architects of the world we live in, especially the Western
world. The world has been transformed in virtually every
way—for better and worse—as a result of the material
wealth and intellectual, political, cultural and moral
advancement and dominance of these two nations.
Britain and America’s story truly is remarkable.
No nations on Earth have experienced the wealth
and power; the prolonged political and social
stability; the technical and scientific knowledge
and accomplishments; the military and economic
power; the vast territory, as these two nations. But as
impressive as these physical details are, they are not the
most remarkable observations we can make.
Beyond all this physical splendor, America and the
British Commonwealth are living, tangible, quantifiable
proof of God’s existence! These nations are proof that
the Bible is God’s inspired Word, that God ultimately
rules in the world of men, and that God has a plan
for mankind!
n
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in all this, that he must be worse than an infidel
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Some 3,500 years ago, God promised
ancient Israel vast wealth and power.
These blessings are recorded in
Leviticus 26. They include agricultural
abundance, economic prosperity and
military superiority. Yet this chapter
also warns that if the Israelites rebelled
against God, He would punish them
“seven times” for their sins.
The late Herbert W. Armstrong
explained in his book The United
States and Britain in Prophecy that a
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In Deuteronomy 33, God promised to bless the
recipients of Abraham’s birthright blessing with …
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fruitful land

precious metals

And for the precious things of the fruits
of the sun, And for the precious
things of the yield of the moons.

And for the tops of the
ancient mountains, And for the
precious things of the everlasting hills.

V ER S E 1 6

VE R S E 1 7

material wealth

a large population

And for the precious things of the earth
and fulness thereof, And good will
of Him that dwelt in the bush; Let the
blessing come upon the head of Joseph,
And upon the crown of the head of him that
is prince among his brethren.

His firstling bullock, majesty is his; And his
horns are like the horns of the wild-ox;
With them he shall gore the peoples
all of them, even to the ends of the earth;
And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
And they are the thousands of Manasseh.
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“time” is a prophetic 360-day year. In
biblical times, a year was figured as
twelve 30-day months, or 360 days. The
Prophet Daniel referenced 360-day
prophetic “times” when he used
phrases like “a time, and times and half
a time” to refer to 1,260-day periods
(Daniel 7:25; 12:7). So, when God said
He would punish Israel “seven times,”
He meant seven periods of 360 days—a
total of 2,520 prophetic days.
Other scriptures show that in times of
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punishment, God often applies a “dayfor-a-year” principle (Numbers 14:34).
When this principle is applied to Israel’s
2,520 days of punishment, “the punishment becomes the withdrawing of and
withholding the promised blessings
for 2,520 years!” Mr. Armstrong wrote.
That is precisely what happened!
The northern 10 tribes of Israel
rebelled against God and were carried
away captive to Assyria between 721
and 718 b.c.e. Count forward 2,520

1950

T
he period between C.E. 1800 and 1803
marks the end of Israel’s 2,520 years
of punishment, and the beginning of
the birthright blessings God promised
to Jacob’s grandsons Ephraim and
Manasseh, modern-day America and
Britain (Genesis 48:3-20).
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years from 721 b.c.e. and you arrive at
c.e. 1800, the year Britain and Ireland
formally united. Count forward 2,520
years from 718 b.c.e. and you arrive at
c.e. 1803, the year the United States
purchased the Louisiana Territory.
Perhaps the greatest proofs that the peoples of the U.S. and UK are descended
from ancient Israel is the fact that they
received the blessings God promised
Israel exactly 2,520 years after Assyria
carried Israel away captive.

G
od also promised that He would strip away
the blessings He bestowed on America and
Britain if these peoples turned away from His
law (Micah 5:10-14). In The United States and
Britain in Prophecy, Herbert W. Armstrong
identified the Korean War in 1950 as the
“turning point” when God started taking away
these birthright blessings.

As American pioneers began farming
the vast expanse of land that President
Thomas Jefferson purchased in 1803,
they shipped grain to both England and
New England, accelerating the Industrial
Revolution. In 1950 the Anglosphere
controlled 22 percent of the world’s
agricultural land.
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Al Qaeda Bows to the
King of Radical Islam
Once enemies, now partners—
al Qaeda moves its operational
headquarters to Iran.
By Brent Nagtegaal and Callum Wood

O

n the evening of Aug. 7, 2020, Lebanese Prof.
Habib Dawoud was driving his car through
the bustling streets of Tehran. In the vehicle
with him was his 27-year-old daughter, Maryam. As
Dawoud approached a set of traffic lights, two men on
a motorcycle pulled alongside the car. The rider pulled
out a silenced pistol and fired five shots through the
window. Both Dawoud and Maryam died immediately.
The assassins fled into the night, leaving the bulletholed car idling in the street.
The killing occurred in tandem with a series of
explosions at key Iranian nuclear facilities. The murder
of the Lebanese academic and his daughter soon faded
from the headlines. But not before curious journalists
had a chance to dig into the background of the victims
and discovered one glaring problem: Habib Dawoud
didn’t exist.

Friends or Foes?

In his home country of Lebanon, nobody had heard
of Prof. Habib Dawoud or his daughter. He had no
associates. No friends. No family. It didn’t take long
for the journalists to identify the actual names of

the victims. The man was Abu Mohammed al-Masri,
al Qaeda’s second-in-command—and one of the world’s
most notorious terrorists.
For years, Masri sat near the top of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s most-wanted list. There was
a $10 million reward for information leading to his
capture. He was responsible for the 1998 United States
Embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania that left 224
dead. His own death came on the anniversary of those
attacks.
The female in the car was not only Masri’s daughter,
she was the widow of Osama bin Laden’s son, Hamza bin
Laden. She was also a terrorist, and therefore a target of
the assassin’s bullet.
Iran is no stranger to assassination and spycraft.
But what makes this case unusual is the cover-up.
Al Qaeda refused to disclose the news for months; it
only admitted to its loss in December. Iran also buried
the news of the assassination, and even now denies
the allegations. Why would al Qaeda and Iran push the
narrative that Masri was a Lebanese professor?
In some respects, Masri’s presence in Tehran isn’t
surprising. Iran is the number one state sponsor
of terror in the world. It shares borders with Iraq,
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and is ideal for sheltering
and transporting terrorists. It is common knowledge
that Iran aids and abets al Qaeda operatives. On the
other hand, Masri was part of al Qaeda’s old guard
and one of its original founders. This top-tier al Qaeda
leader lived and operated in Iran with impunity. This
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could only happen with the sanction and support of
Iran’s highest leaders.
It makes you wonder: How deep does Iran’s
relationship with al Qaeda go?
For years the general consensus among experts has
been that al Qaeda and Iran are more competitors than
allies. The relationship is widely considered to be like
that of oil and water. Iran is Shiite; al Qaeda is Sunni.
Each considers the other to be religious heretics. The
only tenuous thread binding the two is a shared hatred
of the West.
But that preconception is wrong. The fact that
al Qaeda’s second-in-command was allowed to live in
Tehran, the fact that Masri and his daughter were given
fake names, the cover-up of Masri’s murder—all suggest
the relationship is tighter than most people appreciate.
In a January 12 speech, U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo stated, “Al Qaeda has a new home base: [the]
Islamic Republic of Iran.” This is not a small development:
One of the world’s most feared and dangerous terrorist
groups, one that was once hiding in the caves of
mountainous Afghanistan, is now operating from Iran.
In his speech, Pompeo presented evidence of the
long-standing Iran-al Qaeda alliance, including a letter
written by Osama bin Laden in 2007. “Iran is our main
artery for funds, personnel and communication,” he
wrote. At the time, the U.S. government knew Iran
and al Qaeda were colluding. But American officials
believed it was merely a case of “the enemy of my enemy
is my friend.” They assumed the partnership was weak,
bound largely by a shared hatred of the West.
We now know that five years ago, the partnership
turned into a far stronger alliance, one in which Iran
is the clear head and calls the shots. “Everything
changed in 2015,” stated Pompeo, “the same year the
Obama administration and the E3—France, Germany
and Britain—were in the middle of finalizing the
[nuclear deal]” (emphasis added throughout).

At that time, “Iran decided to allow al Qaeda to
establish a new operational headquarters on the
condition that al Qaeda operatives abide by the
regime’s rules governing al Qaeda’s stay inside the
country. Agency and control.” Since 2015, al Qaeda
has moved its command center to Tehran, where it is
allowed to roam freely, to make money, to control cells
around the world. Pompeo even noted that the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps provides logistical support,
such as travel documents and passports, to al Qaeda
operatives.
“I would say that Iran is, indeed, the new Afghanistan
—as the key geographic hub for al Qaeda—but it’s
actually worse,” Pompeo added. “Unlike in Afghanistan,
when al Qaeda was hiding in the mountains, al Qaeda
today is operating underneath the hard shell of the
Iranian regime’s protection.” This is an alarming new
reality, one that few in the West truly understand.

The Head of the Terrorist Snake

It is in Iran’s best interests to have the world believe
it has no relations with Sunni terrorists, especially
al Qaeda. Ever since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks that targeted New York City and Washington,
D.C., al Qaeda has been synonymous with evil. Most
Americans have no idea about the religious differences
between a Sunni terrorist and a Shiite terrorist, but
every American knows al Qaeda is evil. If Tehran wants
to make deals with America, it knows that it cannot
be seen to be cozy with al Qaeda. The same applies to
Iran’s supporters in America. This is why the Obama
administration, when it negotiated the nuclear deal in
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“Al Qaeda has a new
home base: Islamic
Republic of Iran.”
ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS/AFP via Getty Images
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TOP 10

BIBLICAL
ARCHAEOLOGY
DISCOVERIES OF
Despite the coronavirus pandemic and the limited excavations that
occurred in Israel, 2020 was another major year of discoveries
for biblical archaeology. Here’s our selection of the top finds, in
ascending order of significance.

2020

10 ISRAEL BORDER INSCRIPTION

Israel was not powerful enough to
control it until hundreds of years
later.
The discovery fits with the
biblical account, which describes
a powerful 10th-century united
kingdom of Israel extending far
north during the reign of David
(1 Chronicles 18). During this, Abel
Beth Maacah is named a “mother in
Israel” and the “inheritance of the
Lord [Yahweh]” (2 Samuel 20:15-19).
Even the mention of “Yahweh” in
connection to the city fits well with
the inscription, as “Benay0” is a
“Yahwehist” name (-ay0).

refutes the biblical account of a
monotheistic worship centered at
Jerusalem.
Actually, the Tel Motza temple
serves to confirm the biblical

record. Passages
like 1 Kings 11:7 show
that King Solomon,
under the influence
of his many pagan
wives, allowed the
construction of pagan
temples not only in
the land, but also
on the outskirts of
Jerusalem. Further,
the ninth-century
dismantling of this
temple fits with the period and
biblical account of King Asa’s
righteous reforms, during which
he destroyed Judah’s pagan places
of worship (2 Chronicles 14).

9 TEL MOTZA TEMPLE

This 3,000-year-old temple, first
discovered in 2012, continued to
be uncovered by archaeologists
on the outskirts of Jerusalem
last winter. Inside the large
courtyard complex, archaeologists
uncovered an altar, idols and other
religious ritual paraphernalia.
This discovery was
characterized as evidence against
the biblical account: The site
showed that during the time of
Solomon, temples to other gods
were sanctioned and allowed
to operate alongside and in
close proximity to the temple in
Jerusalem. Some claimed this
18
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epigraphy: Prof. Christopher Rollston, George Washington University, Tel Abel Beth Maacah Archaeological Project, Natritmeyer via Wikimedia Commons

In January, a small pottery fragment
(ostracon) inscribed “l’bnyw”—
Belonging to Benyo/Benayo—came
to light from northern Israel. (The
inscription was deciphered by
Prof. Christopher Rollston from
George Washington University.)
While the discovery of a Hebrew
inscription isn’t overly impressive,
what is impressive is the findspot,
together with the dating: Abel Beth
Maacah, 10th–9th centuries b.c.e.
Abel Beth Maacah is a town situated
in the far northern extremity of
modern-day Israel—a town so far
north that many scholars assumed

8 KING AHAZ’S CANNABIS ALTAR WORSHIP

Panegyrics of Granovetter, Abraham Graicer,
Graicer Tel Aviv University/Michael Cordonsky, Israel Antiquities Authority, Abraham Graicer

7 ISRAELITE LITERACY

A study released in January
analyzed the text of 39
inscriptions known as the
“Samaria Ostraca.” These
2,800-year-old administrative
documents, recording the receipt
of wine and oil to Samaria over
at least a six-year period, were
revealed to have been written by
the hand of only two scribes. This
was interpreted to mean that
ancient Israel had a low level of
literacy.
On the contrary, the study
proves no such thing. The
ostraca relate very specifically

In 1963, two incense altars were
discovered at a temple in Tel
Arad. Last May, a new chemical
analysis of the altars revealed that
cannabis was burned as part of the
ritual worship. This constitutes
the first-ever discovery of drug use
by the early Israelites.
The Tel Arad altar use began
around 735 b.c.e. and ended
roughly a decade or two later.
The discovery fits well with the
biblical account of pagan King
Ahaz (742–726 b.c.e.), a monarch
the Bible connects especially with

incense altars. “In every city of
Judah he made high places to burn
incense to other gods, provoking
to anger the Lord, the God of
his fathers” (2 Chronicles 28:25;
Revised Standard Version).
Following Ahaz’s death, the
righteous Hezekiah became king
and demolished the high places
and incense altars built by Ahaz
(2 Kings 18:3-4; 2 Chronicles 30:14).
The Tel Arad altars were found to
have been deliberately buried on
their sides, at the time of his reign
(circa 715 b.c.e.).

to the documentation of wine
and oil coming into Samaria,
evidently during the reign of
King Jeroboam ii (2 Kings 14).
They demonstrate the work of
two “accountants,” not unlike
today, tasked with recording this
influx—hardly a reflection of the
literacy of the entire populace.
Another “literacy” study
released in September analyzed
writing on 18 ostraca from Tel
Arad dated to around 600 b.c.e.,
drawing a dramatically
different conclusion. A team of
archaeologists, mathematicians

and a forensic
writing detective
concluded
that at least
12 different
hands penned
the 18 “letters,”
demonstrating
a high level of
literacy—all the
more impressive,
given that Tel
Arad is a remote
southern Judahite fortress.
(Based on the ostraca content,
even one of the low-level orderlies
was literate.)

6 AZEKAH SIEGE RAMP

In the summer, archaeologists
excavating at Tel Azekah (near the
ancient border with the Philistines)
uncovered remains of a siege
ramp used during the Assyrian
invasion of Judah at the end of the
eighth century b.c.e. The initially
confusing mixture of Bronze Age
and Iron Age remains were finally
realized to be a ramp built from
the remains of an existing outer
Canaanite wall, used to create a
45-degree ramp up the side of the

later, inner Judahite wall. Within
the fill at the bottom of the ramp,
the excavators unearthed two
eighth-century b.c.e. Assyrian
ritual chalices, similar to the type
found on Assyrian reliefs.
In his Azekah Inscription, King
Sennacherib boasted of using

beaten earth ramps and battering
rams in his campaign against this
fortress city.
These finds resurrect the history
of Sennacherib’s invasion against
King Hezekiah, as recorded in
2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 32 and
Isaiah 36-37. The Assyrians began
their assault by securing the coastal
plain, meaning that Azekah was one
of the first of the many cities to fall,
after which came Lachish (where
another Assyrian siege ramp has
been uncovered).
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
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5 OMRI’S ROYAL ESTATE

At the start of the year,
archaeologists discovered a
monumental pillared building at
Horvat Tevet, a site in the Jezreel
Valley. The most prominent
remains at the complex date to the
ninth century b.c.e.
Archaeologists believe the
complex served as a royal estate
for Israelite officials to collect
and redistribute agricultural
products in the surrounding region.
Measuring about 20 meters long
and 30 meters wide, the main

structure was partitioned into
three sections: two entrance rooms
at the sides, and a central hall
with two rows of monolithic stone
pillars preserved up to 2 meters tall
(originally much higher).
This colossal structure attests
to the large-scale building projects
conducted by powerful Israelite
kings Omri and Ahab (i.e. 1 Kings
16:24; 22:39). Horvat Tevet
matches other Omride parallels
found at sites such as Jezreel,
Megiddo and Samaria.

Other artifacts,
such as the
Mesha Stele,
mention King
Omri by name.

Geshur” as his wife. Their son
Absalom also fled to this location
after murdering his half-brother
Amnon. Based on the circa

1000 b.c.e. dating, the Hispin
fortress may well have been
constructed at the order of King
Talmai himself.

4 DAVIDIC-ERA

GESHURITE FORTRESS

3 HEZEKIAH’S CAPITALS
In September, archaeologists
excavating at Jerusalem’s Armon
HaNatziv promenade revealed
a trove of ornately carved
architectural elements from a
grand royal building. Included
were several dozen stone pieces,
including the best-preserved
proto-Aeolic pillar capitals ever
discovered, and items from “lavish”
window frames including ornate
balustrades columns.

18
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The building dates to the
end of the eighth century
b.c.e., following Sennacherib’s
invasion of Judah. The Bible
describes that following the siege,
Hezekiah’s Judah experienced a
period of rebuilding, growth and
prosperity, with the construction
of royal administration centers,
storehouses and grand palatial
buildings outside of Jerusalem’s
walls (2 Chronicles 32:27-29).

Mbzt via Wikimedia Commons, Yaniv Berman, Israel Antiquities Authority, Yoli Shwartz, Israel Antiquities Authority

In November, a Geshurite fortress
built at the time of King David’s
reign was discovered near the
Golan Heights town of Hispin.
Built out of large basalt boulders,
the walls of the fortress were 1.5
meters thick. One of the boulders
near the building entrance bore an
engraving of two horned gods with
outstretched arms, apparently a
local copy of the royal Geshurite
moon-god.
The biblical record details a
league between King David and
the kingdom of Geshur. 2 Samuel
3:3 says that David had “Maacah
the daughter of Talmai king of

2 120 SEALS

means “belonging to the king.”
These seals, and the containers
upon which they were stamped,
evidently served some kind
of administrative, taxation or
tithing purpose. Besides these,
many pottery handles were also
stamped with the personal seals
of high-ranking individuals,

who are attested to
on storage vessels
elsewhere in Judah.
The building that
contained the seals
is unusually large
and impressive,
constructed out
of hefty ashlar
stones. As with the
above discovery at
Armon HaNatziv,
this second Jerusalemite center
attests to the rebuilding efforts
and agricultural productivity
following the Assyrian siege
(2 Chronicles 32:27-29) and the
strong, centralized and wellregulated nature of the Judahite
kingdom.

The clay seal depicts a
roaring lion with the inscription:
“Belonging to Shema, servant of
Jeroboam.” This bulla parallels
a seal stamp with the same
inscription, dating to the eighth
century b.c.e., discovered during
excavations of Megiddo in 1904.
(That seal, however, went missing
in Constantinople over 100 years
ago). The new bulla is thus the
second artifact to confirm the
existence of this enigmatic,
longest-reigning ruler of the
northern kingdom of Israel.

There are a number of other
discoveries from 2020 that deserve
an honorable mention: A Canaanite
Judges-era fortress discovered
at Galon; 425 gold coins dating to
the time of the Abbasid Caliphate
found by a pair of teenagers in
central Israel; a Zerubbabel-era
administrative seal stamp from
Jerusalem, as well as numerous
fish bones pointing to Jerusalem’s
“fish market”; “invisible” script
from Ezekiel discovered on a Dead
Sea Scroll fragment; an ancient
Canaanite temple with Baal
statues in southern Israel; rare
Fatimid-era gold coins discovered
in Jerusalem; an even rarer Bar
Kochba Revolt coin bearing the
name “Jerusalem,” discovered in
the Old City; evidence from Italy
that early mankind were “experts”
with pitch, as the Bible attributes
to Noah; and last but not least, huge
2,700-year-old reliefs of biblical
Assyrian King Sargon ii discovered
in Iraq.
We eagerly anticipate what 2021
will reveal!
n

AND HEZEKIAH’S
ADMINISTRATIVE
BUILDING

Over the summer, archaeologists
working at Arnona, Jerusalem
unearthed a large administration
storage center brimming with
lmlk seals, personal seals, and
other finds. The discoveries were
dated to the late eighth-to-seventh
century b.c.e. during the reigns
of kings Hezekiah and Manasseh.
More than 120 administrative
seals were discovered, making
this one of the largest and most
important seal collections in
Israel.
Most of the seals were of the
“lmlk” variety. The word lmlk

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Yaniv Berman | Israel Antiquities Authority, Dani Machlis/Ben-Gurion University

1

JEROBOAM BULLA

This bulla, bearing the name
of Israelite King Jeroboam ii
(2 Kings 14; Amos 7), was actually
bought around 30 years ago from
a Bedouin trader for a mere 10
shekels by a collector. Thought
to be merely a clever forgery, it
was kept tucked away up until
five years ago, when the potential
of the seal became known, and
secret in-depth testing led by
Prof. Yuval Goren began. The
study’s findings, announced
in December, revealed the
authenticity of the bulla.
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THE
ORIGINS
OF THE
JEWISH
PEOPLE
All Jews are Israelites. But most Israelites are not Jews.
Understanding this distinction is important to understanding
some of the greatest prophecies in the Bible.
By christopher eames

T
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It is a matter of simple logic: To understand end-time
prophecy, we must be able to identify and connect
modern nations with their biblical names.
For example, understanding the biblical identity of
the German people allows us to understand the many
prophecies about Germany. The same goes for Russia,
Iran, China, Britain and the United States. The Bible
has a lot to say about each of these nations. When you
understand their biblical origins, the world around you
brings the Bible to life!
When you read the Bible it is clear that it features a
group of people called Israel. Other nations and peoples
are mentioned, but only as they come into contact with
this group, which descended from the 12 sons of Israel
(originally named Jacob; Genesis 32:28).
The Bible actually gets very specific in describing
the modern identity of each of these ancient tribes.

watch jerusalem/julia goddard

he Bible is a book of prophecy. In fact, a full
third of the Bible is prophecy. Most of these
prophecies directly relate to the end time—to the
days just before the coming of the Messiah—to the time
we are living in right now!
To understand these crucial prophecies and what
they mean for humanity, we have to understand the
biblical identity of the world’s key nations. In his
authoritative book The United States and Britain in
Prophecy, the late author and educator Herbert W.
Armstrong wrote: “The great world powers of our
time have been, and are, the United States, the Soviet
Union, Great Britain, Germany, France, and other
Western European nations. The missing vital key [to
understanding prophecy] is simply the identity of
these great world powers in biblical prophecy!”
(emphasis added).

Who—or where—are these 12 tribes today? This is
important to know, since most of Bible prophecy is about
their descendants. Genesis 49, for example, describes
in detail what would “befall” each of these specific and
significant populations “in the end of days” (verse 1).
Today, many assume that the tribes of Israel are
represented by the modern State of Israel, or by the
Jewish people in general. Many hear the term Israel and
simply assume the little Jewish state is comprised of the
12 tribes—or all that is left of them. But this is not an
accurate understanding. In fact, the first time the word
“Jew” is used in the Bible, it refers to the Jews fighting
against the Israelites! (2 Kings 16:6).
So, who, exactly, are the Jews?

Israel and the Jews

The Jewish people in general are descendants of one
tribe of Israel: Judah. The word “Jew” is merely a short
form of the name Judah. This is even more obvious in
the Hebrew language, where “Jew” is Yehudi and “Judah”
is Yehuda.
Judah was one of the 12 sons of Jacob and the
patriarch of just one of the 12 tribes. (There are 13
tribes if you count two sons of Joseph: Ephraim and
Manasseh.) This means that while all Jews are Israelites,
not all Israelites are Jews. “Jews are Israelites, just as
Californians are Americans,” Mr. Armstrong wrote. “But
most Israelites are not Jews, just as most Americans are
not Californians. The Jews are the house of Judah only,
a part of the Israelites” (ibid).
The Bible records that following the death of King
Solomon, Judah’s descendants—along with portions of
people from the tribes of Benjamin and Levi—became
an entirely separate “Jewish” kingdom alongside the
northern kingdom of Israel, which was comprised of
the 10 tribes.
You can read about Israel’s split into two distinct
kingdoms in the books of Samuel and Kings. Under
David and Solomon (both of the tribe of Judah), the 12
tribes of Israel formed a united kingdom called Israel.
2 Samuel 7 records that God promised King David an
everlasting throne for his faith and obedience.
Just before he died, David installed his son Solomon
on the throne. King Solomon’s reign began well, but his
harem of 1,000 women led him into some catastrophic
paganism. By the end of his reign, Judah’s relations
with its fellow tribes were severely strained. Israel’s
existence as a single nation was in jeopardy.
In 1 Kings 11, God records a dramatic prophecy
delivered by the Prophet Ahijah to Jeroboam, the leader
of the tribe of Ephraim. “[T]hus saith the Lord, the God
of Israel: Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand
of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee—but he

shall have one tribe, for My servant David’s sake, and for
Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all
the tribes of Israel” (verses 31-32).
Here, God prophesied that the nation of Israel
would split following King Solomon’s death. This
dramatic separation is recorded in 1 Kings 12, which
describes King Rehoboam’s oppression and Jeroboam’s
prophesied rebellion. “And when all Israel saw that the
king [Rehoboam] hearkened not unto them, the people
answered the king, saying: ‘What portion have we in
David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse;
to your tents, O Israel; now see to thine own house,
David.’ So Israel departed unto their tents. … So
Israel rebelled against the house of David, unto
this day” (verses 16, 19).
From this moment (which occurred in the late 10th
century b.c.e.), there are two distinct entities: Israel and
Judah. Led by King Jeroboam i, Israel was comprised of
10 tribes. Judah was comprised mainly of the tribe of
Judah, but it also included people from the neighboring
tribe of Benjamin (within whose territory Jerusalem
was situated) and the Levites scattered throughout
the land and who migrated into Judah following the
separation (2 Chronicles 11:12-14). These, therefore,
became the Jews—the Jewish kingdom.
For 200 years, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah
existed side by side. Although they were brother nations,
relations were generally not good. In fact, for much of
this history they were competitors and enemies.
In the late eighth century b.c.e., after warning Israel
repeatedly through His prophets, God began to use the
Assyrian Empire to punish the kingdom (Isaiah 10:5).
Finally, in 721–718 b.c.e., the northern kingdom of Israel
was conquered. 2 Kings 17 describes the captivity and
wholesale deportation of the Israelites. “[T]he house
of Israel was conquered and its people were soon
driven out of their own land—out of their homes and
cities—and carried captives to Assyria, on the southern
shores of the Caspian Sea! And then ... lost from view!
… They were utterly gone!” (ibid).
But what about Judah, the Jewish people? 2 Kings 17:18
records: “[T]he Lord was very angry with Israel, and
removed them out of His sight; there was none left but
the tribe of Judah only.”

Judah’s Fall and Return

Unlike its brother in the north, Judah did have a few
righteous kings. Thanks to these righteous leaders,
the kingdom lasted some 130 years longer than Israel.
However, by the beginning of the sixth century b.c.e.,
Judah’s sins and rebellion reached critical mass. And
just as He did with Israel, God used a foreign power to
punish the nation.
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
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Verse 5 reads, “Then rose up the heads
of fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin,
and the priests, and the Levites ….” Clearly,
those who returned to Jerusalem were
from the kingdom of Judah. These people
were descendants of the tribes of Judah
(primarily), Levi and Benjamin. Study the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah—both of
which chronicle the names and genealogies
of those who returned. By far the majority
of those who returned were descendants
of Judah.
They were Jews!
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The first Babylonian invasion occurred in 604 b.c.e.
(2 Kings 24:1-4). During this invasion, Babylonian King
Nebuchadnezzar’s army gained control of the land
of Judah (from this point forward, the nation’s rulers
became mere puppet leaders). The second Babylonian
invasion took place around 597 b.c.e., and the third
and final invasion, including Jerusalem’s destruction,
occurred in 586 b.c.e.
At this moment, the kingdom of Judah ended. But
unlike Israel, the people of Judah were not lost in the
fog of history. In fact, the path of the Jews is relatively
easy to trace. The deportation of the Jews to Babylon
is plainly recorded in Scripture, as well as by secular
historians and the archaeological record. We also
know, from both the Bible and secular history, that a
significant number of Jews were allowed to continue
living in and around Jerusalem (Jeremiah 40).
In 539 b.c.e., the Babylonian Empire was dramatically conquered by Persia’s King Cyrus. The book of
Ezra records that Cyrus granted the captive Jews in
Babylonia permission to return to Judah to rebuild
Jerusalem and the temple (Ezra 1:1-4). While thousands
of Jews decided to return, most chose to stay in the
relatively comfortable environment under Persian
rule (these people formed the early diaspora). Some
theologians have speculated that people from the other
10 tribes returned to Judah with the Jews. But this is not
what the Bible says.
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From this point forward, both the Bible
and secular history clearly chronicle the
Jews’ presence again in the Holy Land, on
through the Hellenistic, Maccabean and
Roman periods. At this point, it’s important
to ask: Why did the 10-tribed kingdom of
Israel lose its identity, while the Jewish
people did not?
The answer is clearly revealed in the
Bible, and it revolves around the Fourth
Commandment. While all of God’s commandments
are important, the Sabbath command carries a
special depth and meaning. Exodus 31 reveals that
this particular commandment was to be a “sign”
commandment: “Verily ye shall keep My sabbaths, for
it is a sign between Me and you throughout your
generations …. It is a sign between Me and the children
of Israel for ever …” (verses 13, 17).
The Sabbath is a key sign identifying God’s people!
All 12 tribes of Israel were commanded to keep it. But
the northern kingdom of Israel refused. In fact, one of
the main reasons Israel was destroyed was because
the nation rejected the Sabbath command (1 Kings 12;
2 Kings 17:21-23). By rejecting the Sabbath, they rejected
the sign that separated them from other nations and
identified them as God’s nation. Without the Sabbath,
they became indistinguishable from other nations.
The nation of Judah wasn’t perfect in its obedience
to the Sabbath. Like Israel, Judah’s poor Sabbathkeeping was linked directly to its destruction. But Judah
overall was more receptive to this command. At least
half of Judah’s kings were obedient to God. And as the
Bible relates during the post-exilic time of Nehemiah,
when the people began to defile the Sabbath, they were
quickly straightened out (Nehemiah 13).
More than any other belief or practice, the Sabbath
makes the Jews readily identifiable to people around
the world. Of course, today not all Jews observe the

Sabbath properly. But even among secular Jews, there is
at the very least a recognition that this day is culturally
and religiously different.
The Sabbath is often referred to as the Jew’s Sabbath.
That’s not technically true. God Himself created the
Sabbath, and He created it for all men. But since the
Jews are the ones who keep it, that has become the title.
The Sabbath is another sign identifying the Jews as the
descendants of Judah.

Judah in Prophecy

Why is it important to understand that the Jews are
descended from the tribe of Judah? It matters because
there are literally dozens of Bible prophecies that
specifically relate to Judah. And we can use these
prophecies to understand trends and events—past,
present and future—in the Jewish state!
Consider some key prophecies. The Bible prophesies
the return of Judah’s homeland in the Middle East. This
prophecy was fulfilled following the capture from the
Ottoman Turks, culminating in the formation of the
State of Israel in 1948.
Zechariah 14:2 contains a prophecy that the Jews
would gain total control of the capital Jerusalem (a
prophecy that was fulfilled in 1967)—and then lose
control of half the city to the Palestinians just before
the Messiah’s arrival.
Psalm 102:14-17 prophesy various archaeological
endeavors in the end time, and other passages, such as
Jeremiah 8:1-2, prophesy specific discoveries. Zechariah
12:3 prophesies the burdensome status of control over
Jerusalem. Genesis 49:9 prophesies an original, lionlike warring spirit for the first part of the State of Israel’s
existence—followed by a waning will to fight. (Recall the
words of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in 2005: “We are
tired of fighting; we are tired of being courageous; we are
tired of winning; we are tired of defeating our enemies.”)
Hosea 5:13 prophesies about Judah’s failed peace
process with the Palestinians. Zechariah 11:14 and
Isaiah 9:20 are a couple of the many prophecies about
Judah’s relationship with the United States and Britain—
but the Bible gets even more specific, describing the
relationship with various U.S. presidents, such as
Donald Trump (2 Kings 14:23-28).
Genesis 49:8 and Daniel 11 prophesy the various
threats Judah would face from surrounding Middle
E a s te r n n at io n s — a n d wh i l e id e nt i f y i n g I ra n
(Daniel 11:40), the Bible specifies an even more dangerous
Middle Eastern alliance for the Jewish state to beware
of (Psalm 83:1-9). Passages such as Ezekiel 23 and Daniel
11:41 prophesy Judah’s misplaced trust in a German-led
European power, which will infiltrate and double-cross
the nation just prior to the coming of the Messiah.

Finally, numerous passages, such as Zechariah 14:3-9,
prophesy the salvation of Judah and all Israel by the
Messiah, sitting on the throne of David in Jerusalem.
(For more detailed information on any of these
prophecies and many others, please visit our website
watchJerusalem.co.il.)
W h e n y o u u n d e r s t a n d t h at J u d a h r e f e r s
prophetically to the Jewish state, prophecies come
alive!
As Mr. Armstrong concluded the first chapter of The
United States and Britain in Prophecy: “[A]pproximately
90 percent of all prophecy pertains to our time, now ….
It is a warning to us—to our English-speaking peoples—
of immediate life-and-death import. The prophecies
come alive once their doors are opened by this now
discovered master key! This book will open, to open
minds, this hitherto closed vital third of all the Bible.
No story of fiction ever was so strange, so fascinating,
so absorbing, so packed with interest and suspense, as
this gripping story of our identity—and our ancestry.
“Through it Almighty God gives momentous
warning! Those who read, and heed, may be spared
unprecedented cataclysmic tragedy soon to strike. If
our peoples and their governments will awaken, heed,
and return to their living God, then our nations may be
spared. God help us to understand!”

When you understand that
Judah refers prophetically
to the Jewish state,
prophecies come alive.
Look at how many extraordinary prophecies are
unlocked when you understand that the Jews are
descended from Judah. And modern-day Judah is just
one tribe—one nation among many today. Even more,
many more dramatic and relevant prophecies come
alive when you understand the biblical identities of
other nations and peoples. In future issues, we will
study the modern identities of Britain, America, France,
Germany and many others.
In the meantime, be sure to request and read
The United States and Britain in Prophecy, by
Herbert Armstrong. Together with the
Bible, this groundbreaking book forms
the foundation of our understanding
of the origins of nations. This book will
not only unlock your understanding of
Bible prophecy, it will unlock the world
around you and help you make sense of
these dramatic and uncertain times.  n
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Todd Bolen in The Reign of Jeroboam II: A Historical and
Archaeological Interpretation, “but of greater surprise
is the tremendous disparity between these and the
common people who lived in ramshackle huts next door
to the affluent mansions.”
At Samaria, Israel’s capital city, a massive collection
of over 500 ivories were discovered in excavations from
the 1920s and 1930s. Archaeologist Nahman Avigad
and others believe these were made during the reign
of Jeroboam ii. These numerous luxurious inlays were
used in architecture and furniture and testify to Israel’s
affluence under King Jeroboam.
This is tangible evidence of what the Prophet Amos
wrote in Amos 6:1, 4-6: “Woe to them that are at ease
in Zion, And to them that are secure in the mountain

U.S. President Trump arrives
at a 2018 “Make America
Great Again” rally in Iowa.

of Samaria …. That lie upon beds of ivory, And stretch
themselves upon their couches, And eat the lambs out
of the flock, And the calves out of the midst of the stall;
That thrum on the psaltery, That devise for themselves
instruments of music, like David; That drink wine in
bowls, And anoint themselves with the chief ointments;
But they are not grieved for the hurt of Joseph.”
Compare Amos’s description of America’s ancestors
to the state of America today. Under President Trump,
the economy boomed: Employment increased,
home prices rocketed, and stock prices hit record
highs. Even the poorest in America became wealthy,
especially in comparison to historical norms. But
as America’s prosperity increased, so did the chasm
between the middle class and the exceptionally rich.
The nation’s wealthy elites benefited far more than
regular Americans.
This massive inequality worsened internal divisions
that radicals were already actively exacerbating. More
and more, America’s powerful elites began to look
down upon the “deplorables” and grew comfortable
dictating how they should live. This trend was already
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God was intervening in these kingdoms, and it is
crucial to understand why.
“For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was
very bitter; for there was none shut up nor left at large,
neither was there any helper for Israel” (2 Kings 14:26).
Israel was so terribly afflicted that it was about to
completely collapse! The nation’s final chance to repent
would be gone! God intervened not because the leaders
of the people were righteous, but because they were so
sinful that their nation was about to die!
The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges states,
“The expression means that there was no one, great or
small, young or old, to whom they could look for aid.”
The leaders of Israel were failing. The very institutions
of Israel were failing. The kingdom’s political, cultural
and educational systems were falling apart. The religion
was false. Even though many were oblivious to it, the
nation was militarily, economically, culturally and
spiritually helpless.
The writings of the Prophet Amos reveal that society
was dominated by a ruling class that had greedily
accumulated wealth and had destroyed the patriarchal
system. The poor and vulnerable suffered.
God used Jeroboam to momentarily stabilize the
fragile nation. The point was not to grant it relief from
oppression or give it more territory or more wealth, but to
give the people the opportunity to address the root cause
of their society’s sickness: sin! This is why God dispatched
Amos to Samaria—to deliver His warning message and
beseech Jeroboam ii and his people to repent!
Amos 1:1 shows that the prophet most likely delivered
his warning toward the end of Jeroboam’s reign. This is
proved by archaeological evidence that corroborates
the ominous event described in this verse only as “the
earthquake.”
In Amos 5:11-12, the prophet writes: “Therefore,
because ye trample upon the poor, And take from him
exactions of wheat; Ye have built houses of hewn stone,
But ye shall not dwell in them, Ye have planted pleasant
vineyards, But ye shall not drink wine thereof. For I know
how manifold are your transgressions, And how mighty
are your sins; Ye that afflict the just, that take a ransom,
And that turn aside the needy in the gate.” These verses
show that while Israel’s leaders and other elites grew
increasingly powerful and increasingly wealthy, they
also grew increasingly calloused toward the needs of
the people. Israel’s elites saw the people as ignorant and
insignificant, you could say, as “deplorables.”
This dichotomy between rich and poor has been
uncovered in archaeological excavations at the Tel-el
Farah, which was likely ancient Tirzah, one of Israel’s
chief cities. “A wealthy class lived in Tirzah,” writes

underway and was largely responsible for Americans
electing Donald Trump in 2016. The people wanted
a leader willing to stand up for traditional American
values, which are rooted in biblical principles. As
eminent classical historian and commentator Victor
Davis Hanson wrote in 2019, “The middle classes are
revolting against Western managerial elites. The latter
group includes professional politicians, entrenched
bureaucrats, condescending academics, corporate
phonies and propagandistic journalists.”
Instead of identifying sin as sin, being grieved by
it and repenting (changing attitudes and actions),
the leaders of the nation actively led the people in
breaking God’s laws! It was true in ancient Israel, and
it is true in the modern nations of Israel, where radical

Under President Trump,
the economy boomed:
Employment increased,
home prices rocketed, and
stock prices hit record
highs. Even the poorest in
America became wealthy,
especially in comparison
to historical norms.
politicians, executives, journalists and other leaders
are aggressively forcing extreme values and practices
on the nation!
The book of Amos also shows that ancient Israel’s
ruling elites were responsible for destroying the
nation’s foundational institution: the traditional family.
The family, under the leadership of the husband and
father, was the fundamental structure in ancient Israel,
not just for daily life but specifically for the protection
of the needy and vulnerable in society. While Jeroboam
exhibited strength toward Israel’s external enemies, he
was weak on social issues. Amos indicates the kingdom
was dominated by radical feminists.
“Hear this word, ye kine [cows] of Bashan, That are
in the mountain of Samaria, That oppress the poor,
that crush the needy, That say unto their lords: ‘Bring,
that we may feast’” (Amos 4:1). Bible commentaries
state that this is directed at the powerful women in
Israel. “The use of the modifier ‘of Bashan’ then, may be
understood as a superlative that identifies these women
as occupying the top tier of society,” wrote Brian Irwin
of Knox College, University of Toronto, in 2012.

These powerful women of Israel held power in the
mountain of Samaria, Israel’s capital city. They issued
hateful decrees against the patriarchy and called for it
to be removed. “The women of Samaria were attempting
to overturn the prevailing social structure that in
ancient Israel was the primary means by which the
vulnerable were protected,” continued Irwin. Through
the Prophet Amos, God was identifying a powerful
radical feminist movement that despised the rule of
fathers and husbands in society—not only a tradition
but a civilization-sustaining role ordained by God!
The corollary to America today is inescapable.
Americans from the bottom of society to the top
are embracing increasingly radical feminist and
progressively violent views toward the traditional
biblical roles of men and women—and even the
existence of male and female!
Ancient Israel was in an orgy of luxury, greed and
debauchery. Yet it was still religious! In fact, Jeroboam’s
generation was more religious than its predecessor! The
king and his followers believed that they were pious and
righteous. Under Jeroboam, who, like his namesake,
exploited organized religion as a means to control the
people, Israel underwent a massive revival of state-run
religion. So powerful was the religious structure under
Jeroboam, that the representative of the king who
banished Amos from the country was actually a priest
of Bethel (Amos 7:10-12).
Evidence of Israel’s eighth-century b.c.e. religious
revival is profoundly evident at Tel Dan, one of the
two original “worship” locations set up by Jeroboam i.
Avraham Biran, director the Tel Dan excavations, said
he believes this “religious” city reached its “zenith”
during the reign of Jeroboam ii. The remains of large
public buildings dating to Jeroboam ii’s reign have been
found all over the city, including finely carved steps
leading up to a massive altar.
However, what is compelling from both Amos’s
account of the religion of the day and the remains at
Tel Dan is that the people were apparently attempting
to worship God, rather than Baal or other Canaanite
deities. Discoveries from around the temple area in Tel
Dan during the time of Jeroboam ii reveal architecture
and artifacts similar to those associated with Solomon’s
temple in Jerusalem. Inside one of the rooms associated
with the Tel Dan temple, excavators uncovered a bronze
bowl, a pair of identical shovels, a long-handled shovel
that held incense, ash pot and long fork, all of which
match the tools God had instructed the Israelites to use
in the true religion at the tabernacle (Exodus 27:1-3).
These Israelites clearly believed they were
worshiping the true God! But they were worshiping
God in vain. Their words were hollow, and their
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
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prayers meaningless and powerless. God sent Amos to
condemn them for their fake religion! Amos 4:5 states:
“‘Present your bread made with yeast as an offering of
thanksgiving. Then give your extra voluntary offerings
so you can brag about it everywhere! This is the kind
of thing you Israelites love to do,’ says the Sovereign
Lord” (New Living Translation). Rather than please God,
the religion of Jeroboam made God angry!
Amos 5:18-20 reveal the extent of Israel’s religious
deception. The people yearned for the Day of the Lord, a
time of terrible destruction. They didn’t believe it would
affect them since they were righteous. They made the
grave mistake of assuming that Israel’s prosperity and
power resulted from their righteousness!

This history is a lesson
in God’s phenomenal
love and His desire
to save His people.
During America’s recent remarkable religious
resurgence, more than 80 percent of evangelical
Christians voted President Trump into office in 2016.
During the 2018 U.S. midterm election, 75 percent of
evangelical voters cast their ballots for the Republican
Party. America’s religious have been Mr. Trump’s most
ardent supporters. But just as in ancient Israel, instead
of using the temporary resurgence for what it is—one
last opportunity to repent and change—the nation went
deeper into rebellion and sin!
God’s warning through Amos was powerful. “I hate,
I despise your feasts, And I will take no delight in your
solemn assemblies. Yea, though ye offer me burntofferings and your meal-offerings, I will not accept
them; Neither will I regard the peace-offerings of your
fat beasts” (verses 21-22).

God’s Mercy

The book of Amos records that the prophet’s warning
message to King Jeroboam ii and his followers became
a major source of tension. Amos 7 shows that Amaziah,
one of Jeroboam’s false priests, eventually accused Amos
of treason and banished him to Judah (verses 10-13).
When Jeroboam ii died around 753 b.c.e., Israel’s
resurgence ended. Quickly the kingdom of Israel fell
into a speedy, precipitous descent into suffering and
destruction. The next two kings lasted less than a year
on the throne. By 745, Assyrian King Tiglath-Pilesar iii
began invading Israel’s borders. He demanded Israel’s
King Menachem pay a massive tribute.
With the resurgence over and Jeroboam ii dead, the
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kingdom of Israel had passed the point of no return. God
no longer sent prophets to warn the nation. And within
three decades, the Assyrians overran the land, the
nation was annihilated, and Israelites were massacred
and enslaved!
In just a few years, Israel went from stunning success
under Jeroboam ii to total collapse and subjugation!
Why? Because neither Jeroboam nor his people
heeded God’s warning through Amos! They didn’t
take advantage of God’s mercy and repent. This is the
powerful, urgent lesson for all of us!
Israel was facing the end of its existence. Only by
an act of God did it survive for a few more precious
years. Were it not for God’s mercy and compassion,
the nation would almost certainly have collapsed 100
years earlier!
This history is a lesson in God’s phenomenal love
and His desire to save His people!
Remember, Amos 7 and much of the rest of the book
is not just history, it is prophecy! This history carries a
powerful warning to America, to the Jewish state and to
anyone willing to listen. God warns in Amos 7:8 that He
is measuring Israel one final time during the reign of an
end-time Jeroboam. As Mr. Flurry wrote in his from the
editor piece, “When God says, ‘I will not again pardon
them any more,’ He is talking about the time of Jeroboam.”
Just after President Trump was inaugurated in 2017,
Mr. Flurry wrote, “This is sobering to think about. Here is
a severe end-time prophecy, and God is talking about
an individual. God names names! We must understand
these names and the roles these men play if we
are to understand these end-time prophecies! It
is essential that we know who these individuals are ….
God will not bring this warning to His people again; the
Jeroboam time is going to be the last time!”
God is resurrecting the history of Jeroboam for
us right now. God is saving Israel one final time in
His mercy. As was the case under Jeroboam ii, the
resurgence of the United States under Donald Trump
is only temporary. Its purpose is not merely to
stabilize the nation or our bank accounts. Its purpose
is to provide time—precious little time—to repent. And
it’s not just the radicals whom God is calling to stark,
drastic repentance—it is the religious as well!
God has revealed prophecies and named names.
He wants each of us to acknowledge our own sins
and to turn from them. God saved our nation in
spite of ourselves, not because of our greatness but
because of His righteousness. It’s time for each of us
to acknowledge our own sins and to turn from them. If
you are one of the precious few in Israel who turns to a
humble, prayerful attitude, God will show you what to
do—before it is too late.
n
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2015, turned a blind eye to the evidence suggesting Iran
was close to al Qaeda.
But the mounting pile of evidence that culminated in
Pompeo’s speech shows that, in effect, Iran is al Qaeda
and al Qaeda is Iran. As Pompeo noted, while Iran might
not yet be in total control of al Qaeda, it is clearly the
leader in the relationship. This is a hard reality for many
in the West to accept. It would mean acknowledging that
Tehran’s influence is far broader than people are aware.
In his speech, Pompeo noted that Iran is growing
its presence in Sunni-controlled north and east Africa.
In places like Somalia, Sudan, Libya and the north
Saharan region of Africa, places where al Qaeda is well
established, Iran is quickly becoming a major power.
Thanks to its relationship with al Qaeda, Tehran has
immediate and far-reaching influence in these areas.
While Iran’s relationship with al Qaeda seems unlikely
(due to their apparent fundamental religious differences),
it is entirely consistent with Bible prophecy. For more than
30 years, Watch Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald Flurry
has explained the dramatic prophecy in Daniel 11:40-45.
“And at the time of the end shall the king of the
south push at him; and the king of the north shall
come against him like a whirlwind …” (Daniel 11:40).
The phrase “time of the end” indicates that this is
an end-time prophecy. The events described here
happen right before the Messiah comes. This prophecy
mentions two distinct powers: “the king of the south”
and “the king of the north.” Mr. Flurry thoroughly
explains the identity of both in his booklet The King of
the South. (We’ll send you a free copy upon request.)
“All indications point to Iran as the nation that produces
the king of the south,” Mr. Flurry writes. “Since the early
1990s, we have believed and taught that Iran would lead
the radical Islamist world and be the king of the
south. Today, Iran is ‘king’ in the Middle East.”
This prophecy actually describes a gigantic clash
between an Iran-led radical Islamist entity and a
German-led European superpower (the “king of the
north”). This clash, which is initiated by Iran and radical
Islam, results in Tehran and its allies being annihilated.
But that isn’t the end of the matter. Verses 41-45 show
that this confrontation sets in motion other tragic and
painful battles—battles that disturb all humanity and
actually culminate in the arrival of the Messiah!
When you understand this prophecy, you can better
realize how dangerous the Iran-al Qaeda alliance is.
This is not a benign or innocent partnership. This is
a dangerous and alarming development, and one that
prophecy says will produce earthshaking ruin and
suffering—followed by the greatest, most wonderful
event in human history!
n
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Thank you Watch
Jerusalem. I always read
all your articles with great
attention. You always bring
to light information that
is not obtainable in most
avenues. I appreciate your
honesty in regard to Israel.
Here in Israel we try to
make things advance by
being true God believers
and seeking peace with all
people (i.e the entirety of
God’s creation). Receive our
blessing from Israel.
Elya Cohen

israel

First, I recently found your
podcast and absolutely love your
content! I have heard about
requesting a book, The United
States and Britain in Prophecy,
and would love to get a copy. Can
I get one sent to me? Thank you!
Kenny Powell

Very interesting (“Proof of
the Mystical ‘Gold of Ophir’
Discovered,” watchJerusalem.
co.il/1104). Thank you. I read your
articles with great pleasure.
Ella Tarshis

jerusalem, israel

I walked through this
tunnel (“Hezekiah’s Tunnel,”
watchJerusalem.co.il/59); it blew
my mind! What an achievement.
Enjoyed the tour.
Judith Mizne

The Siloam inscription tells one
the kind of person King Hezekiah
was. Any other king would
be bragging that he built this
tunnel—an impossible task. But
King Hezekiah gave the credit to
the workers—incredible!
YouTube response
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The astonishing prophecy
that explains your world
The great patriarch Abraham lived 4,000 years ago, but his
legacy still impacts us today. Read all about it in your free
copy of The United States and Britain in Prophecy.
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