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from the editor |  Gerald Flurry

O n February 18, nasa’s Perseverance rover 
successfully landed in the Jezero Crater on Mars. 
Right now, this rover is traveling across the 

Martian surface, sending back some of the best pictures, 
video and even audio we have ever had from that planet.

The mission also includes test-flying a remote 
helicopter, called Ingenuity, and gathering rock and 
soil samples that scientists hope to bring back to Earth 
later this decade. On April 25, Ingenuity captured an 
incredible aerial shot of Perseverance traversing the 
surface of Mars. It was like a scene right out of the 
movie Star Wars.

This truly is an amazing and stunning achievement!
But it is nothing compared to what the Bible says God 

is doing here on Earth. nasa’s scientists are searching 
for signs of past life on Mars. The overwhelming reality, 
confirmed by the images broadcast to Earth from 
Perseverance and Ingenuity, is that this planet is dead 
and in a state of decay.

The contrast with the planet we inhabit is 
unmistakable: Mars is dead, but Earth is full of life!

As exciting as this adventure on Mars is, I want to 
introduce you to an even more exciting truth about 
Earth and the universe. This truth is revealed in your 
Bible, and was actually a subject King David and other 
great men of the Bible meditated on.

The present condition of Mars and the other planets 
is closely linked with your incredible human potential!

Ponder the  
Universe Like  
King David
What man is doing on Mars  
right now is remarkable.  
But it’s nothing compared to 
what God is doing on Earth.

This illustration shows 
NASA’s Perseverance rover 

casting off its spacecraft’s 
cruise stage, minutes 

before entering the Martian 
atmosphere. Hundreds of 

critical events in the rover’s 
Entry, Descent and Landing 

sequence had to execute 
perfectly and exactly on time 

for the rover to touch down on 
Mars safely on February 18.

(NASA/JPL-CALTECH)
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Cause of Decay
The images being beamed back to 
Earth from Perseverance clearly 
show that Mars is a wasteland. Like 
the moon and the other planets, it 
is in a state of decay. What caused 
the planets to be in this state? 
Scientists don’t know. But God does, 
and He tells us in the Bible.

I n  Job  3 8 ,  G o d  re c a l l s  th e 
moment He created the Earth 
and the universe. “Where wast 
thou when I laid the foundations 
of the earth?” He asks Job. “Who 
d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  m e a s u r e s 
thereof …? Or who stretched the 
line upon it? Whereupon were the 
foundations thereof fastened? Or 
who laid the corner-stone thereof ” 
(verses 4-6). These verses show just 
how much thought and planning 
God put into designing and creating 
the material world and all the 
sophisticated laws that hold it all 
together. (You can read about this 
in more detail in our free booklet 
Our Awesome Universe Potential.)

Verse 7 gives another important detail. “When the 
morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God 
shouted for joy?” Remember, God is recalling the 
moment He created the universe. The term “morning 
stars” refers to the angels, who were obviously present 
at this spectacular moment of creation.

Sometime after creating the cosmos, God sent the 
powerful and majestic archangel Lucifer (Heylel) to 
Earth, along with a large contingent of other angels. 
You can read about this in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. 
Describing this archangel, God says, “Thou wast in 
Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy 
covering … the workmanship of thy settings and of thy 
sockets was in thee, in the day that thou wast created 
they were prepared. Thou wast the far-covering cherub 
[angel]; and I set thee, so that thou wast upon the holy 
mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the 
midst of stones of fire” (Ezekiel 28:13-14).

These passages show that Lucifer and his angelic 
supporters were given the awesome task of beautifying 
and developing this planet. Earth was to be a training 
ground for far greater future projects.

Sometime later, however—Scripture doesn’t reveal 
how long, but perhaps millions of years—Lucifer and 
the angels over which he had charge rebelled against 
their Creator and launched a war against Him.

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O day-star, son of 
the morning!” God says in Isaiah 14:12. Ezekiel 28:17 
says God “cast thee [Lucifer] to the ground” and “laid 
thee before kings, that they may gaze upon thee.” This 
conflict between God and the rebellious angels was the 
most destructive war ever. It left Earth, the moon, Mars, 
the other planets and apparently the rest of the universe, 
which God had created perfect, in a state of desolation.

This was Earth’s state at the time of the events 
recorded beginning in Genesis 1:2. “Now the earth was 
unformed and void, and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep ….” This verse describes what the planet looked 
like after Lucifer’s rebellion and great war with God.

The Hebrew word for “was” means came to pass or 
became. So the Earth became “unformed and void”—it 
was not originally created that way by God. Consider: 
Why would the angels shout for joy if the universe God 
had just created was barren and ugly? The universe, 
when first created, must have been impressive!

The Hebrew words for “unformed” and “void” are 
tohu and bohu. Tohu means waste or desolation. Bohu 
means an indistinguishable ruin, or emptiness and void. 
The late Herbert W. Armstrong explained all this in his 
book The Incredible Human Potential (request your 
free copy). “Apparently all such planets in the entire 
universe now are waste and empty—decayed (tohu and 

Members of NASA’s Perseverance Mars rover team watch in Mission Control at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California as the first images arrive moments after the 
spacecraft successfully touched down on Mars, on Thursday, February 18. (NASA/BILL INGALLS)
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bohu)—like the Earth was, as described in Genesis 1:2. 
But God did not create them in such conditions oF 
decay—like our moon” (emphasis mine).

Right here in the second verse of the Bible, God 
informs us that there was a time when Earth looked like 
Mars does today. Look at the photos of that desolation 
taken by Perseverance. There was a time when this 
Planet was similarly barren!

Mr. Armstrong continued: “Decay is not an original 
created condition—it is a condition resulting from a 
process of deterioration. Evidently if the now-fallen 
angels had maintained the Earth in its original beautiful 
condition, improved it, carried out God’s instructions, 
and obeyed His government, they would have been 
offered the awesome potential of populating and 
carrying out a tremendous creative program throughout 
the entire universe. When they turned traitor on 
Earth, their sin must have also brought simultaneously 
physical destruction to the other planets throughout 
the universe, which were potentially and conditionally 
put in subjection to them.”

Here we see the plain truth: Earth, the other planets 
and the universe were destroyed when Lucifer and one 
third of the angels rebelled against God!

Now here is something cosmically inspiring: That 
war is the very reason you were created!

After the angelic rebellion, God moved into a new 
phase of His plan. Mr. Armstrong continued: “As 
God surveyed this cataclysmic tragedy, He must have 
realized that since the highest, most perfect being 
within His almighty power to create had turned to 
rebellion, it left God Himself as the only being who 
would not and cannot sin.”

This is a profound truth, and it has everything to 
do with you. God realized that only beings with His 
own perfect character could rule this planet and 
the universe. So He decided on a different plan—a 
spectacular plan to re-create Himself. This was the 
basis oF His creating human beings. You need to 
request and study The Incredible Human Potential to 
fully understand. It will show you that these statements 
fit perfectly into the master plan of the Bible.

The angels had destroyed the surface of the Earth, so 
God had to renew it before He could create man. This 
is what we read about beginning in Genesis 1:2. This 
biblical chapter describes not the creation, but the 
re-creation of Earth.

King David understood this. He recalled it in Psalm 
104:30: “Thou sendest forth Thy spirit, they are created; 
And Thou renewest the Face oF the earth.” After God 
renewed the planet, He then made human beings—in 
His own image and likeness (Genesis 1:26)—and put the 
material creation under our subjection (verses 27-31). 

This was all part of God’s plan for re-creating Himself 
in human beings.

The main reason Earth today is full of life—while 
all other planets are dead and decaying—is that God is 
using it as a place to sustain humans while they prepare 
to become part of His eternal Family!

God created human beings with the destiny to 
remove the decay from Mars and the universe. You have 
a direct connection to the universe! God wants 
us to help make the universe look like Earth, like the 
beautiful Garden of Eden. That is man’s destiny, and you 
can prove it from the Bible.

David’s Meditations
King David never had access to technology like 
Perseverance and Ingenuity, but he understood the 
truth I am writing about. In Psalm 8, we read some of his 
meditations when he looked up into the night sky. “When 
I behold Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, The moon 
and the stars, which Thou hast established,” he wrote 
(verse 4). This is some of the Bible’s most beautiful poetry, 
and it sprang from David contemplating the universe.

What did he think about when studying the stars 
situated quadrillions of miles from Earth? “What is man, 
that Thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that 
Thou thinkest of him? Yet Thou hast made him but little 
lower than the angels, And hast crowned him with glory 
and honour. Thou hast made him to have dominion over 
the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under 
His feet” (verses 5-7).

When King David looked at the vastness of the 
heavens, his thoughts would turn to humanity and 
planet Earth. He marveled that God had given man this 
entire wonderful planet. He marveled at the incredible 
work God was doing with human beings, crowning us 
with “glory and honor.” Doesn’t this reveal how special 
Earth is to God and to man?

There is something awesome right here on Earth 
that God wants us to focus on and be inspired by! God 
wants us thinking about our incredible human potential, 
which is being accomplished on planet Earth.

In Psalm 19, King David wrote, “The heavens 
declare the glory oF God, And the firmament [the 
universe] showeth His handiwork” (verse 2). He was 
celebrating the fact that God revealed Himself to us in 
the universe He created.

David’s poetry about the universe continues, “Day 
unto day uttereth speech, And night unto night revealeth 
knowledge” (verse 3). The Hebrew words used here can 
even mean prophecies. The universe is prophesying to us!

But the universe is dead, so it’s not prophesying in 
words or sound. Verse 4 says, “There is no speech, there 
are no words, Neither is their voice heard.” What is the 
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unspoken message inherent within the universe? “Their 
line is gone out through all the earth, And their words to 
the end of the world. In them hath He set a tent for the 
sun” (verse 5). Where it says that the heavens’ “line is gone 
out through all the earth,” the Hebrew word translated 
line refers to a measuring rule or cord. It is the same 
word used in Job 38:5, where God says He “stretched the 
line” upon the Earth to measure it. Metaphorically the 
word means a rule or law (as in Isaiah 28:10, which says 
we must come to understand God’s Word “precept by 
precept, line by line”). The universe complies beautifully 
with God’s rule, His measure, His law.

Though the planets and stars are in a state of decay, 
there is remarkable structure and order. The way 
the planets, stars and galaxies all interact, creating 
a universe that is stable and harmonious, reveals a 
complex system of laws. Even the slightest deviation 
in planetary movement or gravitational forces would 
result in catastrophe for Earth. But this doesn’t happen. 
Why? Because God created cosmic laws that hold 
it all together!

In this way, the universe proves God’s presence!
The Hebrew word translated line also refers to a 

musical string, or accord, or harmony. In the New 
Testament, the Apostle Paul quoted this verse and 
actually used the word sound. He likened the harmony 
in the heavens to a musical sound.

This is what the stars, planets and galaxies are 
prophesying. Our free booklet Our Awesome Universe 
Potential says, “They are speaking about the past. They 
are teaching us about what is and what should be 
happening right now. And as we will see, they are also 
prophesying about the majestic future.”

Psalm 19 shows that there is harmony in the 
glorious universe. Those heavenly bodies are like a 
great orchestra God is conducting. What produces that 
harmony? David continued, “The law of the Lord is 
perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes” (verses 8-9). That 
harmony comes from God and His law!

David was meditating on the universe and all of the 
laws that hold it together, and connecting this with 
mankind. “[I]f we apply God’s law in our own lives, in 
our jobs and relationships and families, it will produce 
order and harmony …. This is really a prophecy about 
what the law will do in your life. If you allow God to rule 
you—if you get in sync with the Creator and Conductor 
of the harmony of the universe and submit to His 
spiritual law in the same way that matter submits to 
His physical law—then that will bring you into harmony 
with God and other people” (ibid).

Just like the heavens themselves, 
human beings begin to declare 
God’s glory when they obey His laws!

Can we begin to see the aston-
ishing connection between the 
universe and humankind?

Focus on the Creator
Why do scientists want to reach Mars? It gets back to 
one overall question: Is there life there? But they are 
asking the wrong question! They should ask, “Why 
are Mars and the rest oF the universe there?” This 
question leads us to the Creator! Scientists are focused 
on the creation, not the Creator. And though it may be 
done in ignorance, it amounts to an exercise in futility 
and rebellion against God.

Most people—including most religious people—
worship science, scientists and the universe, not God. 
How disgusting and shallow men are when they worship 
things and beings—the creation—and not the Creator of 
those things and beings. We ask, “Is there life on Mars?” 
But we should ask, “Is there a Creator of Mars?”

Scientists can see that Mars and the universe are 
waste and in a state of decay. Some dream of somehow 
escaping Earth and introducing life to Mars. Can they 
do that? Look at what human beings have done to 
this planet. We are about to destroy all human life on 
Earth! Even if we “escaped,” we would bring rebellious, 
destructive human nature with us! Even if we found life 
on Mars, we would just destroy it in the end!

Scientists are looking For liFe on Mars. They 
ought to be learning how to save liFe on Earth! Our 
number one problem is human survival! We have done to 
Earth what Satan did to the universe—only worse! Why is 

This illustration of the newly forming 
exoplanet PDS 70b shows how material may 
be falling onto the giant world as it builds 
up mass. By employing Hubble’s ultraviolet 
light (UV) sensitivity, researchers got a 
unique look at radiation from extremely hot 
gas falling onto the planet, allowing them to 
directly measure the planet’s mass growth 
rate for the first time. The planet PDS 70b is 
encircled by its own gas-and-dust disk that’s 
siphoning material from the vastly larger 
circumstellar disk in this solar system. The 
remote world has already bulked up to five 
times the mass of Jupiter over a period of 
about five million years, but is anticipated 
to be in the tail end of its formation process. 
PDS 70b orbits the orange dwarf star PDS 
70 approximately 370 light-years from Earth 
in the constellation Centaurus.
(NASA, ESA, STSCI, JOSEPH OLMSTED (STSCI))
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that the case? Because man today is under the influence 
of the devil, who was once a brilliant angel called Lucifer.

We can only make Mars flourish with beauty and life 
if we first allow God to change our human nature and 
help us achieve our incredible human Potential!

Sons of God
Your potential is so much greater than that of the 
dazzling angels! Most of us don’t grasp the deep 
meaning of the truth David describes in Psalm 8. “Yet 
Thou hast made him but little lower than the angels, 
And hast crowned him with glory and honour” (verse 6). 
God is obviously concerned about the universe. But His 
main focus is on His masterpiece of creation: man! He 
wants to crown us with “glory and honour.”

How does God plan to crown man with glory and 
honor? Verse 7 answers: “Thou hast made him to have 
dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast 
put all things under his feet.” Today God allows man 
dominion over the Earth. Sadly, like Lucifer, we have 
failed in this responsibility and turned Earth into a 
cesspool. But God has a plan to turn this around.

Isaiah 9 and many other Bible passages show that the 
Messiah will soon come. When He does, He will establish 
His government and law on Earth. This planet and 
humanity will enter a wonderful new phase, one marked 
by tranquility, prosperity and unity (e.g. Isaiah 2:3; 11:6-9; 

35:1-7; Zechariah 8:5). But this will only be the beginning.
After God has established His Kingdom on Earth and 

helped men achieve their incredible human potential, 
He will then set about transforming the universe. This 
is when Mars, the moon and the rest of the cosmos will 
be changed from a state of decay to being full of life!

God is going to put Mars and the universe under man’s 
rule; He just hasn’t done so yet. What jaw-dropping 
potential we have—much higher than angels!

This world is about to enter a very dark age. Actually, 
you could say Earth has been in the dark ages throughout 
man’s history. God is letting the trauma intensify until 
we finally realize how inept we really are without Him.

In this convulsing world, we need our universe 
dream. The footage we are receiving from Perseverance 
and Ingenuity helps us with this. But we need to see the 
stupendous possibility and the eternal majesty God is 
offering human beings.

People are intrigued and inspired by the Mars 
landings. But most will have only a few fleeting 
moments of inspiration, then the hope will fade. Please 
don’t let this happen to you. Your potential beyond those 
pictures is breathtaking and inspiring beyond anything 
you have ever known. See those Mars pictures for what 
they truly are: a window into the greatest hope you can 
ever imagine! Nothing can stimulate our imagination 
like comprehending our universe potential! n

The present condition of Mars and the 
other planets is closely linked with  

your incredible human potential!
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F or Israelis, the international outcry over the 
routine eviction of four Arab families from homes 
in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh 

Jarrah is inexplicable and disturbing.
At the beginning of May, millions vented their 

outrage at Israel for what was widely seen as an attempt 
to “ethnically cleanse” Arabs from East Jerusalem. 
On Twitter, #savesheikhjarah trended. Celebrities 
such as The Avengers star Mark Ruffalo and Game of 
Thrones actress Lena Headey, along with international 
organizations such as the European Union and 
the United Nations, all pledged solidarity with the 
Palestinians of Sheikh Jarrah.

Recognizing an opportunity, Hamas leaped into 
action. At 5 p.m. on May 10, the terrorist group 
demanded that Israel remove its soldiers from both 
the Temple Mount and Sheikh Jarrah within the hour. If 
Israel refused, Hamas would attack. Just after 6 p.m., air 
raid sirens sounded and the thud of dropping missiles 
was heard in Jerusalem for the first time in seven years.

Of course, Hamas never expected Israel to comply 
with its demand. Israel’s police forces were on the 
Temple Mount because Palestinians had been throwing 

rocks and Molotov cocktails at Jews below; they were in 
Sheik Jarrah to protect Arab and Jewish residents from 
rioters. Israel couldn’t pick up and leave, not without 
leaving both Jews and Arabs in danger. Hamas wanted 
war; on this occasion, Sheik Jarrah was the way to get it.

Hamas exploited a routine legal dispute over land 
rights to justify war. Islamist terrorists have done this 
for years; for example, accusing Israel of attacking 
al-Aqsa Mosque, then inciting violence and war. Yet 
much of the international community, even Israel’s 
strongest ally, agree with Hamas.

What does this mean for Jewish control of East 
Jerusalem?

Defending Lawlessness
As a matter of law, the case against the Palestinian 
families in Sheikh Jarrah is simple. There are much 
more complicated legal disputes regarding other 
properties in East Jerusalem. In Sheikh Jarrah, both 
the law and ethics are squarely on Israel’s side.

The land was lawfully purchased by Jewish 
organizations during Ottoman times, decades before 
Jordan and even Israel were sovereign states, and long 

When it comes to land rights, both Hamas and the United States 
believe Israel has no right to exercise its laws in East Jerusalem.
By Brad Macdonald and Brent Nagtegaal

IS THE PROPHESIED  
FALL OF EAST JERUSALEM IMMINENT?

ANAS BABA/AFP via Getty Images
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before Jerusalem was divided. In 1948, the Jews in 
Sheikh Jarrah abandoned their properties at the outset 
of the war of independence. Under Jordanian rule, East 
Jerusalem was ethnically cleansed of all remaining Jews, 
leaving the Jewish-owned land and properties to Arab 
families. Jordan never drew up deeds of ownership for 
Arabs in Sheikh Jarrah. There was no legal transition of 
ownership to the Arabs.

In 1967, after Israel won control of East Jerusalem 
in the Six-Day War, it returned ownership of the land 
back to its original Jewish owners. In some cases, 
however, where Jordan had provided new titles for the 
Arab residents, Israel did not remove the tenants but 
accepted them as the legal owners of the properties.

This did not occur with these properties in Sheikh 
Jarrah. Rather, the land was returned to its original 
Jewish owners. Instead of removing the Arab tenants, 
Israel’s courts ruled that they could remain in the 
homes as long as they paid rent. The Arabs agreed to 
this deal—but then never paid the rent.

We are not talking about missing one or two 
payments. In Sheikh Jarrah, the Arab tenants haven’t 
paid rent for decades.

IS THE PROPHESIED  
FALL OF EAST JERUSALEM IMMINENT?

In 1993, the owners of these homes began legal 
proceedings to evict their nonpaying tenants. Ever since, 
the case has moved extremely slowly through the courts. 
Until now.

In May, the case against the Arab renters was finally 
due to be decided by Israel’s Supreme Court. This 
is when the international community, and Hamas, 
entered the scene, and the rockets began to fall. Amid 
the tensions, the court opted to delay its decision.

The law is clear and indisputable: The tenants 
can legally be evicted. However, the “court” that 
is the international community led by the Biden 
administration made its judgment: The Palestinians 
must stay!

Enter America
On May 7, United States State Department spokesman 
Ned Price released a statement about the violence in 
Jerusalem. “The United States is extremely concerned 
about ongoing confrontations in Jerusalem, including 
on the Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount and in Sheikh 
Jarrah, which have reportedly resulted in scores of 
injured people,” he stated.

Later in the release, he said: “We are also deeply 
concerned about the potential eviction of Palestinian 
families in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan neighborhoods 
of Jerusalem, many of whom have lived in their homes 
for generations. As we have consistently said, it is 
critical to avoid steps that exacerbate tensions or take 
us farther away from peace. This includes evictions in 
East Jerusalem, settlement activity, home demolitions, 
and acts of terrorism.”

Three days earlier a top Hamas leader, Mohammed 
Deif, had declared that his group would “not stand 
idly by in the face [of] attacks on the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood.” With Hamas threatening war, the 
statement from the Biden administration was no doubt 
reassuring. Was America’s May 7 statement the green 
light Hamas needed to start lobbing missiles into Israel?

Never mind the lawful procedure currently 
underway in the Israeli courts. When it comes to East 
Jerusalem, the Biden administration believes the 
Palestinians have the right to stay and the Jews have no 
right to maintain their ownership and presence.

International-law professors Avi Bell and Eugene 
Kantorovich addressed the Biden administration’s 
endorsement of lawlessness in the Wall Street Journal 
on May 14. “The laws involved are the same as any 
landlord would invoke,” they wrote. “There is only one 
objection to this case: The owners are Jews. Western 
progressives have elevated the desire of some Arabs not 
to have Jewish neighbors into a human right and a legal 
entitlement that even the Jewish state must protect.”

The Israeli Iron Dome missile defense 
system (left) intercepts rockets 

fired by Hamas at southern Israel 
from Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza 

Strip as seen in the sky on May 14. 
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In other words, Western progressives, including the 
Biden administration, now believe Jews do not have any 
right to exercise legal jurisdiction in East Jerusalem. 
When it comes to Arabs living in East Jerusalem, they 
are sovereign, even if by law their home or land is owned 
by Jews.

The ramifications of this precedent are alarming!
It is noteworthy that, in his statement, Ned 

Price referred to the neighborhood of Silwan. This 
neighborhood is situated south of the Old City and is 
the location of the 3,000-year-old City of David. Silwan 
is home to some of Israel’s greatest history, including 
the palace of King David himself. Yet according to the 
U.S. State Department, Israel has no right to Silwan.

Right now, Israel’s Supreme Court is considering a 
case regarding the eviction of an Arab family inhabiting 
a home in the City of David. Just as in Sheikh Jarrah, 
the law is on the side of the Jews. But it appears the U.S. 
and undoubtedly much of the international community 
have made their decision: Israel cannot enforce its 
sovereignty, even when that territory contains evidence 
of the Jews’ 3,000-year presence.

America’s alignment with Hamas on this issue is 
neither a coincidence nor an accident. It is the result 
of a calculated anti-Israel policy crafted at the highest 
level of government.

Fruits of Obama
Price’s statement on Sheikh Jarrah is not only a sign 
of America’s disapproval of Israel’s actions there, it 
also marks a massive policy shift on Jerusalem. A shift 
that has gone almost completely unnoticed by most 
commentators. But this far-reaching new position is 
not surprising, especially given the fact that the Biden 
administration is a continuation of Barack Obama’s.

One month before President Obama left the White 
House, the United States infamously broke its historic 
precedent of supporting Israel at the United Nations, an 
institution with systemic bias against the Jewish state. 
On Dec. 23, 2016, applause erupted in the UN hall when 
U.S. Ambassador Samantha Powers raised her hand 
to allow passage of Resolution 2334. This resolution 
considered any Israeli settlement in land occupied by 
Jordan before 1967 to be illegal. According to Resolution 
2334, even Israelis living in the Jewish Quarter of the 
Old City of Jerusalem are criminal squatters.

When this resolution passed, Watch Jerusalem 
described it as Barack Obama’s “parting shot” toward 
Israel. With the events in Sheikh Jarrah, Mr. Obama’s 
final act became the opening salvo for the Biden 
administration’s war on Israel. It is now clear that 
Obama’s sinister ambitions for Israel and Jerusalem 
live on in the Biden administration.

In May 2020, transcripts of phone calls between 
incoming Trump National Security Adviser Gen. 
Michael Flynn and Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak 
were declassified by the U.S. government in defense of 
Flynn. The phone call transcripts were used by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in its investigation 
into the Trump campaign for collusion with Russia, 
something that turned out to be a complete hoax. 
However, the transcripts reveal that the content of the 
discussions largely revolved around an attempt by the 
Obama administration to hurt Israel at the UN.

In the days leading up to the Dec. 23, 2016, vote, Israel 
had reached out to the Trump transition team and 
asked that it shut down the resolution. (The outgoing 
Obama administration refused to say whether it would 
use the veto.) General Flynn and others in the Trump 
transition team made calls to the other members of the 
Security Council to learn how they would vote.

On December 22, Flynn called Kislyak and inquired 
about Russia’s position. Kislyak told Flynn that Russia 
intended to support the resolution: “So, we will try to 
help to give additional time for the conversation on this 
issue. But if it is put on vote, for historical reasons, as I 
explained to you, we cannot vote other than to support it.”

That same day, President-elect Donald Trump called 
Egyptian President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi and asked him 
to withdraw the resolution. Egypt, who then held the 
rotating Arab seat on the Security Council, did withdraw 
the resolution. However, the next day, New Zealand and 
three others put forward a similar resolution that would 
pass: United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334.

When the resolution passed, President-elect Trump 
tweeted, “Stay strong Israel.” He was comforting Israel, 
telling it things would change when he took office on 
Jan. 20, 2017.

But Barack Obama wasn’t finished. He still had 
four weeks left as president, and he used that time to 
intensify his attack on the Jewish state.

We now know that the Obama administration was 
planning another even more forceful action against 
Israel at the UN. The administration had even begun 

Israeli security forces 
scuffle with a Palestinian 
protester in Jerusalem’s 
Old City on May 9.

MENAHEM KAHANA/AFP via Getty Images
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colluding with other members of the UN Security 
Council to see whether it had the necessary support.

Although the details of this resolution are unknown, a 
source told the Jerusalem Post in June 2020 that it would 
have forced parameters of a peace agreement upon 
Israel and the Palestinians, including setting a time 
frame for creating a Palestinian state based on the 1967 
lines, and perhaps declaring a final status on Jerusalem. 
It was a natural extension of Resolution 2334, which had 
just called Israel’s occupation of that land “illegal.”

Immediately, Danny Danon, Israel’s UN ambassador, 
informed Prime Minister Netanyahu of the Obama 
administration’s plan. According to the Jerusalem Post, 
the prime minister called Russian President Vladimir 
Putin as well as President-elect Trump to lobby against 
the forthcoming measure.

On Dec. 29, 2016, the Russian ambassador called 
Flynn to inform him that Russia would not support 
the new resolution that Obama was “pushing for.” 

“We wanted to convey to you and through you to the 
president-elect that we had significant reservations 
about the idea of adopting now the principles for the 
Middle East that our American colleagues are pushing 
for. So, we are not going to support it too—in the quartet, 
or in the Security Council. And we have conveyed to our 
American colleagues. So, in the spirit of full transparency, 
I was asked to inform you as well. So, it’s not something 
that we—Russia—are going to support.”

Russia also informed the Obama administration 
that it would not support its new resolution, scuttling 
the resolution. Both the Russian Foreign Ministry and 
Obama’s U.S. ambassador to Israel, Dan Shapiro, have 

denied the reports of this secondary measure. However, 
the details of the Flynn phone call with Kislyak after 
Resolution 2334 had already passed show that there 
was a more forceful measure in the offing, and that 
this new measure was so sinister even Russia would 
not go for it.

Russia defended the State of Israel against the hostile 
Obama administration at the United Nations!

Is it any surprise then, that just 100 days into the 
Biden administration, the U.S. is starting to apply 
serious pressure on Israel over its control of East 
Jerusalem? Will Obama’s failed attempt to hurt Israel 
soon be resurrected by Joe Biden? In spirit, this is 
already happening.

The Biden administration has yet to endorse an 
armed uprising to take East Jerusalem by force, but 
its statements condemning Israel’s lawful evictions 
certainly give the Arabs justification to continue their 
violent struggle against the “occupier.”

There was a time when America taregeted Israel’s 
“settlement building” deep in the West Bank. Now it 
seems America is targeting Israel’s presence in East 
Jerusalem, the hear of Jewish history and identity.

East Jerusalem and the Book of Zechariah
Today the euphoria over the robust Israel-U.S. 
relationship during the presidency of Donald Trump 
has turned into a nightmare as Israel comes to terms 
with the reality that Joe Biden essentially represents 
Barack Obama’s third term.

As long as Mr. Biden is president, we can expect 
America to continue to pressure Israel to reduce its 
sovereign power over East Jerusalem. The U.S. will 
likely cloak its endorsement of Palestinian control 
through UN resolutions and international law. There 
will be more seemingly innocuous statements asking 
for both sides to “reduce tensions.”

In April, before the recent outbreak of violence, Watch 
Jerusalem editor in chief Gerald Flurry warned readers 
to watch for increased terrorist attacks in Jerusalem 
because of the Biden administration’s position. “I am 
certain we will have more Palestinian terrorist attacks 
now because of who is in charge,” he warned.

Since this statement, violence in Jerusalem has 
increased dramatically. The fact that this violence is 
occurring just months into the Biden presidency is no 
coincidence.

Meanwhile, a crucial end-time prophecy from 
Zechariah is coming into focus.

For over two decades, Mr. Flurry has urged readers to 
pay attention to the rift between Jerusalem’s Arab and 
Jewish populations. Mr. Flurry has specifically forecast 
that Hamas would far outstrip Fatah’s power and actually 
lead the Palestinians to seek control of East Jerusalem. 
This forecast is based on a prophecy in Zechariah 14.

The Prophet Zechariah was involved in rebuilding 
Jerusalem after the Jews returned from Babylonian 
captivity in the sixth century b.c.e. Yet he warned 
that it would be destroyed once again. This was an 
unpopular message; some believe it got him killed by his 
own people. However, Zechariah wasn’t writing about 
a takeover that was to happen in his time, nor was he 
writing about the fall of Jerusalem in c.e. 70. He was 
writing about the time we are living in right now.

“Behold, a day of the Lord cometh, When thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all 

The fact that this violence 
is occurring just months 
into the Biden presidency 
is no coincidence. 

PROPHESIED FALL PAGE 29 u
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The next wonder of the ancient 
world lies only a few meters beneath 
the surface, waiting to be revealed.
By Brent Nagtegaal

EXPLORING 
THE HIDDEN 
GATE OF KING 
SOLOMON’S 
JERUSALEM
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the Rock

Western 
Wall

Al-Aqsa 
Mosque
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Ophel  
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T he Psalms make several reFerences to the 
gates of Jerusalem, some of the most prominent 
symbols of the holy city. When we read these 

passages, it is easy to picture the Jaffa Gate or the Golden 
Gate in the Old City. But these are not the gates the 
psalmists were referring to. They were referring to the 
gates of the original city conquered by King David and 
massively developed by Solomon, Hezekiah and Josiah.

We actually know the precise location of one of these 
ancient gates! We know its basic size and shape and the 
nature of two impressive structures connected to it: a 

tower and a wall. Yet no one alive has ever seen the full 
extent of this complex because it remains hidden under 
2,500 years of debris.

This layer of rubble is only a few meters thick. 
Archaeologists could easily remove it.

If they did so, this hidden gate complex to King 
Solomon’s Jerusalem would be the most impressive 
ancient structure in all of biblical Israel. It would 
reveal an ancient city as magnificent as ancient Babylon 
under Nebuchadnezzar or ancient Nineveh under 
Sennacherib.

Govmap.gov.il
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This is a sensational structure just waiting to be 
unearthed!

The Wall
“The Lord loveth the gates of Zion More than all the 
dwellings of Jacob” (Psalm 87:2). This passage shows 
that God took special interest in the gates of ancient 
Jerusalem and that they were located on Zion. Zion in 
the Bible refers to a long, crescent-shaped north-south 
ridge bordered on the east by the Kidron Valley and on 
the west by the Tyropean Valley (see map, page 14).

During the time of Abraham, when Jerusalem (then 
called Salem) was first established, the settlement 
was located at the southern end of this ridge. This 
settlement still existed in the same location about 600 
years later when Israel conquered the Promised Land 
under Joshua. It was then inhabited by Jebusites and 
was called Jebus.

About 400 years later, around 1000 b.c.e., King David 
and his army laid siege on Jebus and took the city from 
the Jebusites. “Nevertheless David took the stronghold 
of Zion; the same is the city of David” (2 Samuel 5:7). 
From this time on, the Bible generally refers to the most 
southern, most ancient part of Jerusalem as the City 
of David.

Both archaeology and the biblical record show that 
David fortified the already existing, relatively small city 
of Jerusalem at the southern end of the Zion ridge. King 
David’s greatest building project was the establishment 
of new royal quarters north of this city. Archaeologist 
Eilat Mazar uncovered evidence of this northward 
expansion from 2005 to 2008, when she excavated 
remnants of a massive 3,000-year-old building and 
wall abutting the Stepped Stone Structure. As Dr. Mazar 
explained, the sheer size of this newly discovered 
structure (among other things) suggests that this was 
the palace of King David himself!

When King David died, the kingdom of Israel 
was powerful, secure and prosperous. This allowed 
his successor, King Solomon, to conduct massive 
construction projects in Jerusalem and across the 
kingdom.

“And Solomon became allied to Pharaoh king of Egypt 
by marriage, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the city of David, until he had made an end of 
building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and 
the wall of Jerusalem round about. … And this is the 
account of the levy which king Solomon raised; to build 
the house of the Lord, and his own house, and Millo, and 
the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and 
Gezer” (1 Kings 3:1; 9:15).

“The house of the Lord,” the spectacular temple at 
Jerusalem, became world famous during Solomon’s 

lifetime. But notice that in addition to building the 
temple, his own palace and numerous fortified cities, 
the Bible specifies that Solomon also built “the wall 
of Jerusalem.” If it was anything like the palace and 
the temple he built, it would have been an impressive 
structure worth noting!

The palace, the temple and the wall were part of 
Jerusalem and therefore built on the Zion ridge, but 
where? The geography of Jerusalem reveals the answer. 
Deep valleys to the south, east and west of the city 
meant that new development could only occur further 
north.

The Bible refers to this part of the ridge as the 
Ophel. The definition of this word is somewhat 
obscure, but it can be defined as a swelling or raised 
mound. The Bible and geography indicate that 
this northward expansion is where Solomon built 
the temple, his palace and “the wall of Jerusalem,” 
connecting it to the existing southern wall that had 
been built by the Jebusites.

 But what does archaeology tell us?
In 2010, excavations performed by Dr. Mazar on 

the Ophel uncovered a 34-meter-long, 2.5-meter-wide 
portion of a massive wall. This wall was dated to the 
10th century b.c.e., the period of King Solomon (see 
sidebar, page 13). Up until this excavation, scientists 
believed this extra length of city wall, also known as 
the “straight wall,” was built after Solomon (by possibly 
200 years). However, by excavating the stratified layers 
against the base of the wall, Dr. Mazar’s team learned 
that this city wall was built during the 10th century b.c.e. 
This identification is supported by the fact that the wall 
connects to other structures abutting it adjacent south 
and similarly dated.

The Gate
The relatively recent discovery of Solomon’s large wall 
complements another massive structure, one that was 
discovered decades earlier: the Ophel City Gate. This 
large gatehouse connects to Solomon’s wall and forms 
a part of it. While the Bible records that Jerusalem had 
many gates, the Ophel City Gate is the only one thus far 
discovered and dated to the First Temple period.

When archaeologists prepare to excavate an ancient 
settlement, they survey the ancient mound to determine 
where the gate is situated, because it often contains a 
treasure trove of exciting and important finds.

In ancient cities, gates were entrances and exits, 
as well as important fortifications containing more 
than one set of swinging gates, as well as chambers 
for storage or for stationing guards. These important 
structures were places of trade, commerce and 
governance, and gathering points for public occasions. 

Ophel  
Gatehouse

Ophel 
Road
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impressive structure just 
waiting to be uncovered.

The Projecting Tower
The British government sent Captain 

Charles Warren to conduct excavations in 
Jerusalem from 1867 to 1870. Warren wanted to 

excavate the Temple Mount, but this was impossible. 
Instead, he worked on the Ophel and dug a network 
of shafts and tunnels toward the southern part of the 
Temple Mount.

During these excavations, Warren discovered 
and mapped the dimensions of what he called the 
Great Projecting Tower. This large structure, which 
is adjacent to and connected to the Solomonic 
gatehouse, is essentially a secondary wall of protection. 
Archaeologists have uncovered similar towers in 
excavations at both Megiddo and Gezer.

A projecting tower forces those who approach the 
city gates to first make a right-angled turn. Among other 
things, this blocks battering rams from reaching the 
gate itself and provides a vantage point for defenders 
to target invading troops.

Today the projecting tower that protects the 
gatehouse cannot be seen. Not only is it underground, 
but it is also under the Ophel Road, one of Jerusalem’s 
busiest thoroughfares bordering the eastern side of the 
Old City. The engineers who built the Ophel Road can 
thank King Solomon; the Great Projecting Tower actually 
underpins a roughly 50-meter-long section of the road, 
preventing it from slipping into the Kidron Valley.

“At the southeast angle of this extra tower we have 
found another wall going down towards the Kidron: it 
is 19 feet [5.8 meters] long, and then takes a turn to the 
southwest,” Warren wrote in a report on Oct. 2, 1868. 

“We have not followed it farther. It has been examined 
to a depth of nearly 40 feet (12 meters), the stones are 
well-dressed ashlar; in size about 1 foot and 6 inches to 2 

Rulers would sit at the gate and judge their people. 
Jeremiah and other biblical prophets delivered their 
warnings at the city gates.

Several gates from the biblical period have been 
discovered in Israel. Gatehouses have been excavated 
in Hazor, Megiddo, Gezer—cities mentioned as 
part of Solomon’s building program (1 Kings 9:15). 
The gatehouses in these cities are massive with six 
chambers. Others discovered, such as at Khirbet 
Qeiyafa, have four or two.

The Ophel City Gate has only been partially  excavated, 
so scientists do not understand its full shape and 
dimensions. However, based on the available information 
and on comparisons to other fully excavated gatehouses, 
the Ophel Gate is most likely a four-chambered gate. In 
Discovering the Solomonic Wall in Jerusalem, Dr. Mazar 
compares the Ophel Gate in Jerusalem with the Palace 
Gate at Megiddo, noting that the lengths, width of the 
central passages, thicknesses of the walls, and sizes of 
the chambers between the two are virtually identical. 
This “seem[s] to indicate that the two gatehouses were 
built according to an identical blueprint, most likely 
originating from the same architectural office,” she writes.

In addition to knowing some of the Ophel City 
Gate’s dimensions and similarities to the Palace Gate, 
archaeological excavations, which began in the 1970s, 
have yielded a wealth of pottery and other artifacts. 
After dating these finds, archaeologists concluded that 
the gatehouse was constructed in the second half of the 
10th century, the time of King Solomon.

Kidron  
Valley
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minimalists! You cannot argue with the stones, but you 
can pretend they do not exist, especially if you leave 
some of them unexcavated and uninspected. And this is 
what many are content to do. 

Is it too much to ask that archaeologists today be 
more like the psalmist who wrote, “Walk about Zion 
[Jerusalem], and go round about her; Count the towers 
thereof. Mark ye well her ramparts, Traverse her 
palaces; That ye may tell it to the generation following” 
(Psalm 48:13-14).

The massive towers, walls and gates of ancient 
Jerusalem, perched atop the steep cliffs of the Kidron, 
were truly an astonishing sight. And we could see these 
ancient structures today, if only we were prepared to 
follow the evidence and excavate.

Think too: Why did God inspire the psalmists to 
focus on the walls and gates of ancient Jerusalem? 
Because they testify to what He did for the ancestors of 
the Jews and all Israel. Jerusalem’s towering walls and 
gatehouse symbolize the protection God grants His 
people—whether then or now—if they will turn to Him.

The meaning of these stones is as real as the stones 
themselves. When we uncover those, let’s uncover that 
as well. n

feet high, and 2 to 3 feet long. An isometric 
projection from the extra tower and the 
projecting wall is enclosed. It can be seen 
that, if the debris were to be shoveled into the 
valley, there would still be a scarped wall for 
Ophel of from 40-60 feet in height—which is 
only dwarfed by the stupendous height of the 
[Temple Mount] wall alongside” (emphasis 
added).

Warren later excavated the wall to a 
height of 66 feet (20 meters) and length of 
80 feet (24 meters). The dimensions he took 
revealed that this structure was as tall as the 
above ground portion of the Western Wall!

The Significance
Compare the Great Projecting Tower on the 
Ophel to other known defensive walls. It is 
6 meters taller than the tallest part of the 
Great Wall of China. It is 4 meters higher 
than the walls of Nineveh, the capital of 
ancient Assyria. The preserved portion 
of the Solomonic Gate in Jerusalem is 6 
meters higher than the visible portion of 
the Ishtar Gate, the gigantic gate of King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon (perhaps the 
most famous ancient gate in the world).

By all accounts, the Solomonic gate 
of Jerusalem is immense, almost beyond 
belief! The colossal size of the projecting tower dwarfs 
any other discovery from the biblical world found in 
Israel. So why hasn’t this tower been excavated?

Most archaeologists in Israel are aware of the 
projecting tower described by Warren. Details about 
King Solomon’s wall and the large gatehouse are well 
established and have been widely published. The 
science is incontrovertible: These three impressive 
structures are real, they are historically significant, and 
they can be excavated.

They also confirm the biblical record. And for some, 
this is the problem.

In Israel and beyond, there are still many biblical 
minimalists. They limit or reject the history of the 
Bible—largely because it is in the Bible. They pointedly 
refuse to use the Bible as a tool in archaeology, even 
though it contains many relevant details about the 
structures and peoples they are excavating. To the 
minimalists, King Solomon was a minor king who ruled 
over a small village, and the biblical record of Jerusalem’s 
splendor was fabricated centuries later by biased Jewish 
scribes seeking to glorify the descendants of David.

The existence of King Solomon’s wall, the Ophel City 
Gate and the Great Projecting Tower undermines the 

Eilat Mazar stands 
beside her—and King 
Solomon’s—handiwork.
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Most of this massive structure is still 
preserved and lies hidden just south of the 
Temple Mount. Once uncovered, it would 
prove to be the largest structure from 
biblical Israel ever discovered.
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The Bible reveals a surprising  
amount of detail about the universe,  

as well as mankind’s remarkable—yet  
misguided—attempts to understand it.

By Christopher eames iStock.com/Ig0rZh
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Man’s Attempt at Studying the Universe
The earliest known telescope dates to 1608 c.e., which 
makes the telescope barely 400 years old. Without this 
remarkable invention, ancient astronomers were unable 
to properly discern the difference between planets and 
stars. To them, planets traveling across the static night 
sky looked like moving stars. This is why, in ancient 
texts, planets were typically referred to as “wandering 
stars.” (In fact, our word “planet” is a holdover from this 
belief, from the Greek word for “wanderer.”)

The planets of our solar system are famously named 
after Roman and Greek deities (Venus, Jupiter and 
Saturn are all Roman gods). Most of these names were 
given in the first millennium b.c.e. The five planets 
closest to Earth are visible to the naked eye (Mercury, 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn); these are known as 
the “classical planets” because they are documented in 
classical and ancient history.

Incredibly, links to all five of the classical planets—
some more obvious than others—can be found in the 
Bible. These references are always in a pagan context. 
For example, 2 Kings 23 records Josiah’s effort to purge 
Judah of idolatry. Verse 5 says, “And he put down the 
idolatrous priests … them also that offered unto Baal, 
to the sun, and to the moon, and to the constellations 
[other translations read, ‘to the planets’], and to all the 
host of heaven.” The Jews here had taken on the religious 
beliefs of their neighbors and were worshiping the 
planets, which they identified as gods.

When we study the various planets mentioned in 
the Bible, it is important to realize that the gods of 
Rome and Greece, including the ones representative 
of planets, are derivatives and iterations of the gods of 
ancient Mesopotamia. The Roman and Greek names 
for the planets are rooted in even earlier names, names 
that primarily originated in ancient Babylon and 
Sumer (Shinar).

Take Venus, for example. This Roman goddess is 
modeled after the Greek Aphrodite, who herself is 
derived from the Babylonian goddess Ishtar. The name 
Ishtar means “star.” Depictions of this goddess, which 
date as far back as 2500 b.c.e., show her standing next 
to the symbol of the “star” Venus—the brightest object 
in the night sky (after the moon). In this manner, Ishtar 
also held the title “queen of heaven.”

T he late theologian and 
philanthropist Herbert W. 
Armstrong often said that 

man’s “first science experiment” 
took place in the Garden of Eden, 
when Adam and Eve decided to eat 
the forbidden fruit. “They decided 
to reject revelation imparted by 
God, and to make the very first 
scientiFic exPeriment!” wrote 
Mr. Armstrong.

What was their exact method? 
“They 1) rejected revelation, 
2) used observation, 3) used 
experimentation, and 4) used 
human reason. And that is 
precisely the ‘scientific’ method 
used by modern science today!” 
(Why Were You Born?).

This opening act in human 
history formed the foundation 
of man’s often impressive yet 
confusing and misguided quest for 
knowledge. From the time of Adam, 
man has practiced a scientific 
method that relies on human 
reasoning and rejects revelation 
from God through the Bible.

This approach is particularly 
evident in man’s study of the 
universe. Many today would be 
surprised to learn just how much 
ancient astronomers understood 
about the universe. But for as 
much as they understood, it is 
remarkable how mistaken many of 
their conclusions were.

If only astronomers, both past 
and present, consulted the Bible. 
They would be stunned by what 
God’s Word reveals, both about the 
universe and about man’s deeply 
flawed attempt to understand the 
heavens above.
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Some of the earliest known Babylonian astronomy 
texts describe observations of the planet Ishtar (later 
Venus), dating at least as far back as 1700 b.c.e. These 
texts include details such as the precise times of the 
rising and setting of this star. The Babylonian records 
about Ishtar are incredibly thorough and long-lasting. 
Fourth-century b.c.e. Greek philosopher Callisthenes 
wrote of acquiring a series of Babylonian astronomy 
documents covering running observations of Venus, or 
Ishtar, throughout the prior 2,000 years.

Ishtar is referenced in multiple places in the 
Bible, generally by the Phoenician equivalent name 

“Ashtoreth” (likewise meaning “star”), and by her title 
“queen of heaven” (i.e. 1 Kings 11; Jeremiah 7 and 44; 
Ezekiel 8). (There is also an apparent mention of this 
planet by the name “Meni” in Isaiah 65:11, as related in 
Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon.) 

“For Solomon went after Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Zidonians 
[Phoenicians]” (1 Kings 11:5).

This kind of “planetary” worship 
even took place in the temple 
at  Je r u s a l e m .  “A n d  th e  k i n g 
commanded … to bring forth out 
of the temple of the Lord all the 
vessels that were made for Baal, and 
for Asherah, and for all the host of 
heaven …” (2 Kings 23:4).

Saturn is another example. This 
planet is one of the most clearly 
attested to in the Bible. Amos 5:26 
condemns the Israelites for having 
made idols to “Chiun ... the star 
[planet] of your god ….” This passage 
documents the Israelites practicing 
planet-related worship. As Bible 
commentaries make clear, the name 

Chiun is well known as a reference 
to the planet Saturn. The Syrians, 
Arabs,  Persians,  Babylonians 
(and even the ancient Chinese) 
all referred to Saturn as Chiun, or 
Kaiwan. The word means “steadfast,” 
which is fitting, since Saturn is the 
slowest-moving classical planet.

The Prophet Amos was on the 
scene during the eighth century 
b.c.e. This alone would be notable 
for the early documentation of 
Saturn. But the context of the 
pa s s a ge  m a ke s  i t  e ve n  m o re 
interesting: Amos is describing the 
Israelites’ worship of Saturn during 

their 40-year sojourn in the wilderness after they left 
Egypt in the 15th century b.c.e. “Was it to me you were 
bringing sacrifices and offerings during the forty years 
in the wilderness, Israel? No, you served your pagan 
gods—Sakkuth your king god and Kaiwan your star 
god—the images you made for yourselves” (verses 25-26; 
New Living Translation). Evidently, this planet had long 
been known to Israel.

What about Mercury, the small planet closest to the 
sun? In Isaiah 46:1, the Prophet Isaiah references the 
Babylonian gods “Bel” and “Nebo.” “Bel boweth down, 
Nebo stoopeth [or ‘sinks’]; Their idols are upon the 
beasts, and upon the cattle ....” Notice what Gesenius’ 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says about this verse, “Nebo [is 
a] proper noun [of] the planet Mercury, worshiped as 
the celestial scribe by the Chaldeans (Isaiah 46:1) and 

the ancient Arabians .... [Places like 
Mount Nebo] seem to have been so 
called from the worship of Mercury.”

Detailed Babylonian astronomy 
documents describe observations 
of Nebo in the night sky. Known as 
the “Mul-Apin tablets,” they date to 
around 700 b.c.e. (around the time 
of Isaiah’s writing). But scientists 
believe them to be a compilation of 
earlier texts put together around 
1000 b.c.e.—or perhaps even as 
far back as 1400 b.c.e. (In the Bible, 
the word Nebo is found as early as 
Numbers 32:3, during this 1400 b.c.e. 
time period.) These Babylonian 
texts refer to Nebo (Mercury) as 
the “running god.” (The Romans 
considered Mercury the “messenger” 
god.) Mercury has the fastest orbit 
around the sun (88 days).

A Sumerian seal depicts the winged 
goddess Ishtar, Venus symbol, and 
a worshiper (circa 2200 B.C.E.).

Wikimedia Commons/Sailko, Wikimedia COmmons/Fæ

Venus Tablet of 
Ammisaduqa (seventh 
century B.C.E.), 
containing information 
originally recorded in 
the 17th-century B.C.E. 
reign of Ammisaduqa



MAy-june 2021 19

Isn’t this remarkable? Astronomers more than 3,000 
years ago recognized Mercury as the fastest moving of 
the planets! Sure, they deified the planet as some sort of 
god or demigod. Still, this is a remarkable observation.

It is the same story with the other classical planets, 
Mars and Jupiter. Mars, known as the planetary deity 
Nergal, was an especially significant deity in the 
Assyrian city Nineveh (this is reflected in 2 Kings 17:30). 
Neo-Babylonian observations of the planet Nergal (Mars) 
are remarkably detailed and include the observation that 
this planet made 42 circuits of the zodiac every 79 years.

The Roman deity Jupiter is the later equivalent of 
Baal in the Bible. Jupiter was sometimes even referred 
to as Jupiter Belus, or “Jupiter Baal”. Other ancient 
gods that have been associated with the planet Jupiter 
include Marduk (Merodach; Jeremiah 50:2) and Gad 
(Fortune; Isaiah 65:11). The Babylonians also made 
some impressive calculations relating to this planet. 
For example, a fourth-century b.c.e. Babylonian tablet 
used a “trapezoid procedure” to calculate the orbit 
path of the planet. Mathematicians studying this 
ancient calculation recognize that it included one of 
the foundational principles of calculus, a field of math 
supposedly “discovered” 1,400 years later.

The level of understanding the Babylonians and 
other ancient peoples had of the stars and planets is 
simply extraordinary. These people used incredibly 
focused observation of the night sky, for incredibly 
long periods of time, to calculate planet trajectories 
and even foretell eclipses hundreds of years in advance! 
Impressive powers of observation and math were 
required to develop such understanding.

B u t  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h i s 
“experimentation” and “observation”? As the Bible itself 
attests, it was the widespread paganization of such 
physical objects: “gods, Which yet are no gods …. Be 
astonished, O ye heavens, at this …” (Jeremiah 2:11-12).

We’ve seen what the Bible says about what man says 
about the heavens. Now what does the Bible say about 
what God says about the heavens—the question of divine 
revelation? How does this early human experimentation 
and conclusion compare to the revelation of God?

Revealed Knowledge
It might come as a surprise to learn that the Bible is 
quite a detailed astronomical text. Certain biblical 
figures, such as Job, David and Abraham, had a 
phenomenal understanding of the cosmos—an 
understanding rooted in divine revelation. And in many 
respects, the Bible was millenniums ahead of its time.

Let’s start with where we live: Earth. It wasn’t long 
ago that the prevailing general assumption was that 
the Earth was flat. The earliest-cited documentation of 

a spherical Earth dates to the 400s b.c.e. Greece. But 
notice what the Prophet Isaiah wrote several centuries 
earlier: “… Have ye not understood the foundations of 
the earth? It is He that sitteth above the circle [chug] of 
the earth …” (Isaiah 40:21-22). Gesenius’ Lexicon defines 
this Hebrew word chug as “a circle, sphere, used ... of the 
world.” The Bible reveals the Earth to be round—and 
this was written over 2,700 years ago.

And this same word chug was used in another 
scripture nearly 1,000 years prior. Job 26:10 reads, “He 
has inscribed a circle [chug] on the face of the waters 
at the boundary between light and darkness” (English 
Standard Version). This circular boundary between 
daylight and night is, clearly, the result of the Earth 
being round.

Today, we take it for granted that the Earth is 
“suspended” in space. But for millenniums, different 
cultures believed the Earth was supported by giant 
pillars, animals or men. The sixth-century b.c.e. Greek 
intellectual Anaximander was one of the first to posit 

the idea that Earth was actually suspended in space. 
Later that century, Pythagoras conducted studies that 
he said proved Anaximander’s theory. Even still, the full 
scientific explanation of how the Earth “floats” in space 
wasn’t known until Isaac Newton discovered the theory 
of gravity in the late 17th century.

But even Pythagoras and Anaximander were 1,000 
years too late. The book of Job records: “He [God] 
stretcheth out the north over empty space, And hangeth 
the earth over nothing” (Job 26:7). This is clearly 
describing a suspended Earth!

Today, we understand the importance of the moon 
and its crucial role in sustaining weather patterns and 
tidal mechanics, and, by extension, life on Earth. Isaac 
Newton was, again, the first to explain the gravitational 
link between the tides and the moon. Before this, the 
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Greeks in the fourth century b.c.e. were generally aware 
that the moon was connected to ocean tides.

Meanwhile, the book of Deuteronomy—written 
around 1400 b.c.e.—reveals that both the sun and moon 
play an active role on planet Earth. “[F]or the precious 
fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious 
things put forth by the moon” (Deuteronomy 33:14; 
King James Version). The words “put forth” can mean 

“a thing thrust forth.” This verse, among others, reveals 
an understanding that the moon plays an active role in 
the Earth’s ecosystem. And what is mentioned in the 
verse prior? The ocean, alongside the “thrusting forth” 
of the moon!

Now let’s consider the stars. Before the invention 
of the telescope, esteemed scientists such as Ptolemy 
(150 c.e.) believed that there were fewer than 3,000 
stars. We now know that the Milky Way galaxy alone 
contains 400 billion stars, and that the observable 
universe contains more than 170 billion galaxies, many 
of which contain trillions of stars each. The number of 
stars in the universe beyond that is unknown.

Again, the Bible was millenniums ahead of its 
time. Writing in the sixth century b.c.e., the Prophet 
Jeremiah stated, “[T]he host of heaven cannot be 
numbered …” (Jeremiah 33:22).

The Bible also contains several references to 
different identifiable constellations. And there are some 
real gems contained in these scriptures. One of the most 
famous is the “mighty hunter” Orion and his “belt” of 
three stars. The Orion constellation (Hebrew, Kesil) is 
mentioned in several Bible verses (e.g. Amos 5:8).

In Job 38:31, God actually challenges Job to see 
if he can “loose the bands [or belt] of Orion.” In this 

passage, written thousands of years ago, God implies 
that the belt of Orion is being loosed. In recent years, 
scientists have discovered that the belt of Orion is in 
fact very slowly separating! Astronomer Garrett Serviss 
writes: “The great figure of Orion appears to be more 
lasting, not because its stars are physically connected, 
but because of their great distance, which renders their 
movements too deliberate to be exactly ascertained. … 
[T]here is a little movement perceptible in the ‘Belt.’ … 
In the course of time … the third [star], Alnita, will drift 
away eastward, so that the ‘Belt’ will no longer exist” 
(Curiosities of the Sky).

Another constellation mentioned in the Bible 
is the Pleiades (Hebrew Kimah). In the same verse, 

“Hubble Deep Field” 
image aimed at an 

“empty” speck of the 
night sky, reveals 

some 3,000 galaxies.

Nebra Sky Disk, 
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God challenges Job to keep this constellation 
together: “Canst thou bind the chains [or cluster] of 
the Pleiades …?” Here again, astronomers have only 
recently discovered that these “seven sisters,” as they 
are sometimes called, are indeed bound to one another 
by “mutual gravitational attraction.” nasa scientists have 
discovered that the whole constellation is very gradually 
moving—but moving together. Could a mere human like 
Job keep this constellation bound?

In the next verse, God challenges Job to “guide 
Arcturus with his sons” (kjv). In the ancient world, 
Arcturus was known only as a single star. But in 1971, 
scientists discovered 52 other stars—“sons”—that 
make up the “Arcturus Stream.” One astronomer 
describes Arcturus and his stream as “runaway” and a 

“law unto themselves,” due to their fast-moving speed. 
(For more on this subject, take a look at J. Warner 
Wallace’s article “Is the Astronomy in the Book of Job 
Scientifically Consistent?”)

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  b . c . e . ,  t h e  f a m o u s 
philosopher Aristotle stated that the universe was 
finite in size and had remained unchanged throughout 
eternity. This theory prevailed until 1576, when 
English astronomer Thomas Digges posited the idea 
that the stars extend infinitely. This theory was 
solidified in the 17th century by René Descartes and 
Isaac Newton. In 1929, by measuring the redshifts of a 
number of distant galaxies, Edwin Hubble proved that 
the universe is expanding.

Without the benefit of modern technology, the Bible 
revealed this same reality—3,500 years earlier. Job 9:8 
says that “[God] alone stretcheth out the heavens.” The 
Prophet Isaiah stated that God “stretcheth out the heavens 
as a curtain” (Isaiah 40:22; 45:12; see also, Zechariah 12:1).

Two Trees—Two Universes
As Mr. Armstrong explained, there are two entirely 
different methods of knowledge acquisition. One 
is gaining knowledge by relying entirely on human 
observation, experimentation and reason. This is the 
path man walks. While this mode of education can 
lead to some remarkable discoveries (as well as some 
apocalyptic inventions), it will inevitably draw irrational 
conclusions: for example, the treatment by the ancient 
pagans of virtually everything as a god—including the 
entirely predictable planets; or in modern science, 
attributing nothing to a higher power—the belief that 
the entire universe simply “exploded” into existence 
from nothing.

Then there is the second method of acquiring 
knowledge. Under this method, material knowledge is 
filtered through, and interpreted by, revelation from 
God. The Bible is the foundation of all knowledge. This 
is the method employed by the great biblical writers. 
Was Jeremiah an astronomer? Or Isaiah? Moses and Job 
were not professional cosmologists. Yet their writings 
were, in several respects, thousands of years ahead of 
great scientists like Sir Isaac Newton and Galileo.

How is this possible? How did the authors of the 
Bible have insights into the universe that others lacked?

These men relied on revelation from God! They 
listened to the Creator of the universe! Unlike our 
forefather Adam, they took of the tree of revelation by 
submitting themselves to God’s laws and instructions. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,” the 
wisest man on Earth once wrote (Proverbs 1:7).

Adam took for himself the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. It was a tree of knowledge—but a 
knowledge of dangerously mixed value, one leading to 
wrong conclusions entirely, based on a rejection of God.

As for the other tree? It is the tree of life—but it too is 
a tree of knowledge, based on divine revelation. “… For the 
Lord is a God of knowledge …” (1 Samuel 2:3). “[K]nowledge 
[that] is too wonderful for me; Too high, I cannot attain 
unto it” by mere human means (Psalm 139:6).

Two trees stand before us. But only one truly unlocks 
the secrets of the universe. n
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H istory records a man who lived 10 genera-
tions after a great flood who used celestial 
science to prove the existence of God. He was a 

skilled scientist, astronomer and mathematician. His 
astronomical discoveries shook the foundations of 
Babylonian religion. He heavily influenced Egyptian 
and Mesopotamian scientific thought. He led armies 
that altered the course of world history. And all this 
took place before he became the forefather of the Arab, 
Turk and Israelite peoples!

This man’s name was Abraham. Yes, the astounding 
evidence of both biblical and secular history proves 

that the patriarch Abraham was 
not only real; he exerted tremen-
dous influence on the entire 
ancient world!

This influence is recounted in 
the writings of the Jewish historian 
Josephus, the Babylonian historian 
Berossus, the Roman historian 
Eusebius and others. These records 
reveal that Abraham used mathe-
matics and astronomy to discredit 
the pagan priesthood of his time 
and to prove the existence of the 
one true God.

Chief Scientist 
of the Chaldeans
Abraham was born in the city of 
Ur, in the land of the Chaldees, 
sometime in the early second 
millennium b.c.e. This city was 
then near the outskirts of the 
rapidly expanding Old Babylonian 
Empire. The pagan Babylonian 
priesthood publicly taught the 
masses to believe that the sun, 
moon, stars and planets were gods. 
These priests used their knowl-
edge of astronomy to predict the 
movements of the heavenly bodies, 
deceiving the masses into thinking 
they could communicate with the 
gods of the Babylonian pantheon 
(Israel Smith Clare, The Standard 
History of the World, Vol. 1).

This was the political climate 
into which Abraham was born.

Now consider the record of 
third-century b.c.e. Babylonian 
historian Berossus: “In the 10th 
generation after the Flood, there 

was among the Chaldeans a man righteous and great, 
and skillful in the celestial science” (emphasis added 
throughout). While Berossus doesn’t give this great 
scientist a name, first-century Jewish historian Josephus 
tells us that Berossus was writing about Abraham.

There is even an ancient hymn cited by Clement 
of Alexandria (second century c.e.) about “a certain 
unique man, an offshoot from far back of the race of 
the Chaldeans.” This man was “knowledgeable about the 
path of the star and how the movement of the sphere goes 
around the Earth, both in circular fashion, but each on its 
own axis.” The poem related that this chief scientist of 

Ancient records speaks of an astronomer 
among the Chaldeans who had a special 
relationship with ‘the mighty God.’
By Andrew miiller

Abraham: Father 
of Nations—
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the Chaldeans was the only man of his era to see Zeus, 
“the ruler of mortal men.”

Of course, ancient Greek poets tended to call the chief 
god of any religion by the name Zeus. The fact that this 
poem speaks of a Chaldean scientist who had a special 
relationship with “the mighty God” isn’t coincidence!

Fourth-century c.e. Roman historian Eusebius 
cited an earlier source by a man named Eupolemus 
(second century b.c.e.), titled Concerning the Jews of 
Assyria. Quoting this source, Eusebius says Abraham 

“surpassed all men in nobility and wisdom, who was 
also the inventor of astronomy and the Chaldaic art, and 
pleased God well by his zeal towards religion.”

Josephus further records that as a young man, 
Abraham “determined to renew and to change the 
opinion all men happened then to have concerning God; 
for he was the first that ventured to publish this notion, 
that there was but one God, the Creator of the universe” 
(Antiquities of the Jews, 1.7.1).

Abraham was teaching the people of Chaldea about 
the one true Creator!

Babylonian Mystery Religion
The Babylonian priesthood established after the Flood 
by Nimrod and Semiramis was teaching the masses 
to believe that the sun, moon, stars and planets were 
manifestations of the gods. They deceived people into 
thinking priests could communicate with these gods. 
In addition to being a scientist, however, Abraham 
was a great teacher. He taught the people physics and 
mathematics, and showed them that celestial bodies 
moved according to preordained laws.

Josephus paraphrases Abraham’s words: “If these 
bodies had power of their own, they would certainly 
take care of their own regular motions; but since they 
do not preserve such regularity, they make it plain, that 
in so far as they cooperate to our advantage, they do it 
not of their own abilities, but as they are subservient 
to Him that commands them, to whom alone we ought 
justly to offer our honor and thanksgiving” (ibid).

Abraham taught the Chaldeans what the priests 
secretly knew: The movements of the stars and other 
heavenly bodies are one of the greatest proofs of God’s 
existence. The presence of law demands the presence 
of a lawgiver!

Abraham taught that the stars and planets were 
only physical objects created by the one true God. 
What many historians are unwilling to admit is that 
Abraham possessed advanced astronomical knowledge 
that would not be rediscovered for thousands of years. 
Josephus further records that Abraham wasn’t the 
first astronomer in his family. The study of astronomy 
originated with Seth, the third son of Adam. He wrote 

that “God gave [those who lived before the Flood] such 
long life that they might perfect those things which they 
had invented in astronomy” (Antiquities, 1.3.9).

Other records, such as Jean Lemaire de Belges’s 
Illustrations of Gaul and Peculiarities of Troy (1513), indi-
cate that Noah had knowledge of maritime astronomy 
involving navigating by the stars, and that he estab-
lished a college in ancient Armenia to teach religion 
and astronomy. This noble and elderly patriarch likely 
brought knowledge of mathematics, astronomy and other 
sciences from one side of the Flood to the other, passing 
it down from generation to generation to Abraham!

Father of the Faithful
When the pagan Babylonian priests gained power and 
influence, they lost patience with Abraham and his 
teachings about the one true God. Josephus records 
that the Chaldeans and other peoples of Mesopotamia 

“raised a tumult” against Abraham, forcing him to 
flee the country. Unlike the priests of this Babylonian 
mystery religion, Abraham refused to teach lies to 

receive the praise of men. These pagan religious 
leaders would have killed Abraham for publishing the 
truth and likely did kill his older brother Haran. The 
Bible records only that “Haran died in the presence of 
his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the 
Chaldees” (Genesis 11:28). Josephus adds that a monu-
ment was erected in Haran’s honor, and that “Terah 
[hated] Chaldea, on account of his mourning for Haran” 
(Antiquities, 1.6.5).

While Terah himself fell into idol worship, Abraham 
never lost faith in the existence of the great Creator of 
the universe.

To recount all the various histories of the things 
Abraham suffered during this period would fill many 
pages. Through his trials and tribulations, however, 
Abraham stayed faithful to his belief in God. And 
when Abraham was 75 years old, God Himself actually 
appeared to him and spoke to him to make a covenant 
that would change the course of history!  n
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Evidence of King Solomon Found—in Spain!

An Interview With  
Sean Kingsley

Gabriel Solera/Getty Images,, Dr. Sean Kingsley 

D r. Sean Kingsley has been diving in 
Israel’s coastal waters since he was a 
teenager. Decades later, his passion for 

underwater discovery inspired him to start 
Wreckwatch, a quarterly magazine created to 
spotlight the forgotten history lying on the world’s 
ocean beds (wreckwatchmag.com).

In the Spring 2021 issue, Dr. Kingsley shares 
evidence from both underwater and above-ground 
excavations that shows King Solomon presided 
over a maritime trade empire. The Bible records 
that, together with the Phoenicians, Israel’s 
10th-century  b.c.e. king presided over a vast 
commercial empire, one that included a network 
of mines, ports and ships, including a large port in 
Tarshish (1 Kings 10). Thanks to this powerful trade 
empire, King Solomon acquired unparalleled gold 
and silver, as well as all kinds of exotic materials.

In May, Dr. Kingsley discussed his findings with 
Watch Jerusalem assistant managing editor Brent 
Nagtegaal. Following is the interview, lightly edited 
for clarity.

Brent Nagtegaal: Thank you for taking the time to meet 
with me. So how did you get into marine archaeology?

Dr. Sean Kingsley: When you are young, you sort of meander 
a bit as you try to find something that will turn you on. 
I was interested in history when I was 16 to 17 years 
old. But it frustrated me because in the UK it was all 
about kings and queens, and empires and 
colonies. I thought, Where’s the little guy? 
Where’s the small currents between the 
coronations, weddings and murders?

Between what we called O levels and 
A levels, my parents kicked me out of the 
house. They sent me to Israel to experience 
the Kibbutz life. I ended up in a place called Kibbutz 
Ma’agan Michael, which was an absolutely stunningly 
beautiful place overlooking the sea. One day we took a 
tour to a little museum. There we met a museum director 
named Kurt Raveh, a Dutchman who had lived in Israel 
for many years. He had his kid on his shoulders and 
waxed lyrical with great charisma. I asked him, “Do you 
take volunteers?”

KINGSLEY
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He gave me this spiel, “Come and 
join us. We dive, open tombs.” The 
little Indiana Jones on my shoulder 
said, “That’s for me.” And it all 
sprung from there.

BN: How do you become a marine 
archaeologist? Do you start with 
regular archaeology, and then get 
into underwater archaeology?

SK: I did land and sea. For anyone who 
is interested in getting into marine 
archaeology, you have to learn the 
basics: soil archaeology, dirt archaeology. It 
teaches you the method, but more importantly 
it teaches you how to think. You have to go to a 
site with a pure set of questions–certainly in 
marine archaeology. I always say, “Ships don’t 
sail in a cultural vacuum.” I’m interested in connecting all 
the links from the farmers in the field to the ports and 
the warehouses, and then shipwrecks.

BN: In the latest issue of Wreckwatch, you have an article 
titled “Seeking Solomon’s United Monarchy on the High 
Seas.” In the article, you connect some of your finds 
with King Solomon, who the Bible says had a large navy 
and a vast trade empire, including gold and silver mines. 
What does the Bible have to say about this period, and 
why did you expect to find a Solomonic era mine as far 
away as Spain?

SK: If you had come to me 20 years ago and said, “You 
know King Solomon? We have evidence of him on the 
far side of the moon, effectively—5,200 miles away,” I 
would have dismissed it. As you Israelis put it, “shtuyot 
b’mitz agvaniot” (“nonsense in tomato juice”).

I first began to think about Solomon when diving off 
Dor, which was known to be one of the 12 administrative 
reg io n s  o f  th e  k i n g .  T h e re  i s  a  m o nu m e nta l , 
two-chambered gate on Tel Dor. And you could smell 
the past. But could you smell Solomon? Then we went 
diving off a set of islands and one of them was named 
Taphat, which was the princess daughter of Solomon. 
When you see these things, your mind wonders, “What 
if this is possible?”

I approach this purely from a historical perspective. 
I don’t feel a need religiously to prove that Solomon 
existed. I’d like to know what the science and 
archaeology say. The Bible says that he built an 
enormous temple and palaces in Jerusalem. It says 
Solomon made silver as common in the Holy City as 
stone, and it refers to him putting 7,000 talents of silver 

on the temple wall (which would equate to 260 tons of 
silver). I always believed figures like that in the Bible 
were exaggerations. But the question within the myth 
is, how much of it is truth?

My job is how to unpick those threads. If King 
Solomon had all this wealth in Jerusalem, where did it 
come from? And if he had all this silver, gold, and if he 
had gone to the lands of Ophir and Tarshish in search 
of gold and silver, apes, peacocks, as the Bible says, then 
this must have required a web of infrastructure. There 
must have been ports, warehouses and ships. And 
where ships sail, you’d expect there to be shipwrecks.

Now, from history and archaeology we know that 
Tarshish must have been somewhere very far away. We 
know from Assyrian texts that Tarshish was somewhere 
on the opposite side of the Near East. Many years ago 
in Sardinia, at a place called Nora, an inscription 
was found on a meter-long stone that refers to the 
Phoenicians fighting in that part of the world. This is 
interesting, because the Bible famously says that King 
Solomon effectively entered into the world’s first special 
relationship in a trading venture with King Hiram of 
Tyre in Lebanon. Together they pooled forces and went 
out to try and find these riches beyond the coast of Israel.

BN: So the Nora tablet found in Sardinia is one piece of 
evidence proving the Phoenicians were in the Western 
Mediterranean around the time of King Solomon?

SK: Yes, in the ninth century. I use the Phoenicians 
as trace elements. I see Solomon as sitting back in 
Jerusalem, as a kind of oil magnate-tycoon. He stayed 
in Jerusalem and bankrolled everything. But then you 
also have the archaeological visibility issue. Phoenicians Dr
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were shipping purple dye and wine. What was Judea 
specializing in? Sweets, honey, olive oil, wheat—the 
kind of things that you are not going to necessarily find 
in shipwrecks. The reason we find wrecks is because of 
heavy stone anchors, amphoras and cannons that seal 
hulls in place. Light organic Judean goods are less likely 
to survive underwater.

So what you’d be looking for then is a place where 
the Phoenicians and Near Eastern material culture 
overlap with massive evidence of mining of silver in a 
place which may or may not sound like Tarshish.

BN: Why did you decide to visit the southwest coast of 
Spain? What made you think ancient Tarshish might 
be located in Spain?

SK: We Brits do a lot of holidaying in southern Spain. I 
remember on one occasion, there was a new development 
in a museum in downtown Cadiz. When they were 
excavating the foundations of the Teatro Comico, they 
hit some ruins. When they started to excavate the ruins 
they uncovered, no joke, a series of houses on terraces 
and then skeletons. It was a murder scene. A home 
caught fire and somebody died failing to escape. They 
did dna analysis on the bones and were rather shocked 
because on the father’s side, there was a direct link with 
Phoenician dna. And the site was rich in Phoenician 
pottery too. So you have these remains dating to 820 b.c.e. 
This is early. It’s not Solomon’s period—he lived between 
970 and 930 b.c.e.—but it gets the mind thinking.

So I did a lot of bookwork and research, and 
then decided to take myself off one summer to the 
Andalusia region in Spain to start looking at a number 
of settlements. When I started digging around, I found 
that Near Eastern or Phoenician remains are really 
very prevalent all the way from Huelva in the west 
to Alicante in the east, which is an arc of some 690 
kilometers [430 miles]. So we have to imagine a sort of 
modern Costa Del Solomon, or a Costa Del Phoenike. 
Then the question is, how far back in time can we trace 
these Phoenician remains?

BN: And this led you to one of the most famous rivers and 
mining areas in the world, Rio Tinto?

SK: Yes. Rio Tinto is 65 kilometers [40 miles] upriver 
from Huelva in Spain, which is situated on the coast of 
the Mediterranean. Rio Tinto was the biggest mine in 
antiquity and most famous in the Roman period. It is 
still being mined today. There is a little museum there 
with some Phoenician pottery.

I started researching where this pottery came from. 
I learned that there was a hill in the middle of this area. 

Many decades ago, archaeologists from both Israel 
and Spain found shafts that were excavated inside the 
hills. And on the top of it, they found a 900-meter-wide 
village. When they dug this up, they were amazed to 
find that it was very early, around 820 b.c.e., and was 
stuffed with Phoenician pottery. Around 30 percent 
of the pots and pans were Near Eastern. And some of 
the Phoenician pottery was actually fused to remains 
of silver. Next to it were stone hammers and grinding 
tools for processing the metal. It was clear that this was 
some kind of frontier town used on a seasonal basis 
to extract silver. And the local manpower included 
Phoenician workers.

From Rio Tinto, I started looking again at ancient 
literature and other sources. I found that in the 17th 
century the Spanish actually called this place “Cerro 
Solomon,” or the Hill of Solomon. This shows that in 
local legend and myth there was an association with 
massive mining and King Solomon.

Now if the silver was being mined at Rio Tinto, or 
Solomon’s hill, I believe it was being turned into ingots 
in Huelva, which is on the coast. Huelva was known in 
this period as Tartessos, which we believe was the Greek 
version of Tarshish. And that closes the loop.

BN: Archaeological excavations have also been performed 
at Huelva. And the remains here have been dated closer 
to King Solomon’s time?

SK: Yes. And this is absolutely crucial. The discoveries at 
Huelva take you back 100 years earlier than those found 
at Rio Tinto. Now we are much closer to the time of King 
Solomon.

In Huelva, there is a massive statue of a local lad 
done good. It was from the shores of Huelva that 
Christopher Columbus, irony of ironies, set out for 
the Americas. If you look at his writings, he actually 
believed he was going out to find El Dorado and what 
he believed was King Solomon’s gold. So you’ve got this 
irony of Columbus setting off from Huelva in search of 
Solomon’s gold, when actually under this statue was 
ground zero of where Solomon’s wealth may have come 
from. He should’ve really checked his history!

BN: So Huelva was a transit point for the silver?

SK: Yes, exactly. Rio Tinto and Huelva are linked by a 
river, the Coloured River. And Huelva is on the coast 
and is a port city. And then the international shipping 
trade port was Cadiz [about 60 miles south]. So you have 
three hubs.

When they started excavating at Huelva, they 
found massive furnaces and sandstone molds for 
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p ro c e s s i n g  s i l ve r.  A n d  a ga i n 
lots of Phoenician pottery—40 
percent of the pottery there was 
Near Eastern, or Phoenician. And 
next to it, the kind of goods we 
know the Near East specialized 
in. There was both ivory, raw and 
finished products. They also found 
murex shells—the royal purple, 
which is very much associated 
with the Bible—and which the 
P h o e n i c i a n s  w e re  e x p e r t  i n 
processing. Parts of shipbuilding 
turned up—mortise and tenons 
used in making ships. And finally 
the date: at least 900 b.c.e. And 
according to this chronology, perhaps as early as 930 
b.c.e., which overlaps precisely with the end of King 
Solomon’s reign.

BN: Were you surprised when you found tangible 
evidence of the Solomonic period maritime trade with 
the Phoenicians?

SK: I didn’t go seeking out to prove a theory. I was 
open-minded. I was surprised. It is now not just 
Andalusia where the trail runs hot. In Carthage, they 
have discovered Phoenician artifacts that have been 
radiocarbon dated to 900 b.c.e.

BN: Has your discovery of Solomon’s period generated 
much interest from the international press or media?

SK: Yes. This story on Solomon just went through 
the roof, which really did surprise me. tv and radio 
companies came knocking. I must now put out a 
scientific report. And there is lot more to uncover and 
understand.

I will leave you with just a tantalizing bit. If any 
of your friends in Israel or visitors find themselves 
out on a limb in Israel when tourism opens up again, 
head down to Tel Dor. There is an amazing national 
park, walk around, smell the ruins, get in touch with 
my friends at the dive center at Northern Wind. Try to 
find Kurt Raveh to give you a tour of the place. If you 
are lucky, Kurt will tell you his latest story, which I will 
share with you very briefly.

Kurt was walking with his dog after a storm. Because 
the ancient port is shallow, you can see where the 
sandbanks have been carved out by enormous weather 
patterns. And when you see darkness, you know the 
seabed has opened up. There are 28 shipwrecks at Dor. 
Everything you want: Phoenician remains, there’s stuff 

from Bronze age, early Iron Age, masses of Byzantine 
and Ottoman. But nothing from this iconic United 
Monarchy period.

Kurt’s dog went swimming in the sea, but suddenly 
was walking on water. This perplexed Kurt. He put 
on his snorkel, went down and found an enormous, 
2-meter stone anchor. He also saw timbers coming 
out of its sides. Kurt took some of them out, thinking, 

“Here we go again, more Ottoman or Byzantine stuff,” 
and sent it off to Switzerland for testing. Guess what? 
The radiocarbon dating placed them in the 10th 
century b.c.e. So it is very possible that where it all 
started at Dor, one of King Solomon’s administrative 
centers, perhaps, just perhaps, in the future we 
will find the first shipwreck associated with this 
immortal king.

BN: I’ve just gone through the Spring 2021 issue of 
Wreckwatch magazine. It is a massive magazine with 
lots of interesting information from the ancient 
underwater world. What is your plan with the magazine, 
and how can people get to it?

SK: With Wreckwatch we are trying to create that sense 
of awe and beauty that Jacques Cousteau created. When 
you get to Israel, everyone knows about the Holy Land 
and how the Bible played out across the holy soils. But I 
think a lot of people still don’t know there is such a rich 
legacy and maritime tradition, which has appeared in 
around 500 shipwrecks beneath the ocean.

We wanted to talk to the pioneers who are in their 
70s and 80s and to the next generation of students and 
bring them all together. It was supposed to be a good 
70-page magazine, but ended up as a whopping 165 
pages. It is free to everyone. We use it for education and 
entertainment. Go to wreckwatchmag.com. Sign up and 
plunge in. n
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I n the early hours oF Friday, APril 30, 45 PeoPle 
(including children) were killed and over 150 
wounded after a crowd crush at a choke point 

on Mount Meron. The tragedy occurred in the men’s 
section of the Lag B’Omer celebrations, an annual 
commemoration of the revered second-century c.e. 
sage and mystic, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai.

This was Israel’s greatest civil disaster since the 
nation’s founding in 1948.

With the dead now buried and the shock beginning 
to dissipate, many are searching for answers. How 
did this happen? The site was a known danger zone, 
yet thousands were allowed to gather there. Several 
parties have been blamed, including the police, those 
who built the site, the government, the Ultra-Orthodox 
community and the event’s organizers. Some have even 
blamed the tragedy on inappropriately dressed women.

Amid all the commotion, one tidbit jumped out at me.
In an interview just hours before the disaster with 

the Haredi radio station Kol Hai, Interior Minister 
Aryeh Deri recalled how he had successfully prevented 
Health Ministry officials from limiting the number of 
attendees over coronavirus fears.  In his discussion with 
the government, “Deri lamented that the professional 
echelon at the ministry did not grasp that attendees 
would be Protected by the sPiritual inFluence oF 
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai….” (Times of Israel, May 2; 
emphasis added throughout)

Speaking on national radio, “Deri suggested that bad 
things don’t happen to Jews on religious pilgrimage: 
‘The government clerks don’t understand. This is a holy 
day, and the largest gathering of Jews [each year]. One 
should trust in Rabbi Shimon in times oF distress …’” 

Hours later, 45 men and boys lay dead.
Deri’s remarks stand in stark contrast to those of the 

great men of the Bible. The Prophet Jeremiah wrote, 
“Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, And maketh 
flesh his arm …. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord …” (Jeremiah 17:5, 7). Many psalms make the same 
point. “It is better to take refuge in the Lord Than to 
trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord Than 
to trust in princes” (Psalm 118:8-9).

Psalm 146:3-5 say, “Put not your trust in Princes, 
Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his dust; In that very 
day his thoughts perish. Happy is he whose help is the 
God of Jacob, Whose hope is in the Lord his God.”

The words of Jeremiah, King David and other biblical 
figures are clear and powerful: Do not put your trust in 
man—even if he is one of the great princes in the land! 
Why shouldn’t we put our faith in men? Because they 
too perish—they too are mortal humans!

The Mount Meron tragedy reminds me of another 
colossal civil tragedy, one in which man displayed a 
similar confidence in human talent and ability: the 
sinking of the Titanic. This colossal vessel was so 
impressive, many said it was “unsinkable.” Some even 
said, “God Himself couldn’t sink this ship.”

Everyone knows the outcome. On its maiden voyage, 
in what new research shows was an almost impossible 
alignment of multiple events and circumstances only 
just sufficient to sink the ship, the Titanic sunk. More 
than 1,500 men, women and children died.

Following the Titanic disaster in 1912, one English 
religious leader said: The “Titanic, name and thing, 
will stand as a monument and warning to human 
presumption.” A United States senator stated in the 
investigation that followed: “Overconfidence seems to 
have dulled the faculties usually so alert.”

Overconfidence, misplaced trust, relaxed regula-
tions—all played a role in the Mount Meron tragedy.

In Amos 6:3, the prophet aptly describes the human 
tendency to “put far away the evil day.” It is difficult for 
humans to accept the truth, to believe that our actions 
may end in disaster. Human nature overestimates its 
talents and abilities; it trusts human strength. 

Jeremiah 17 is a strong warning to us all: We must 
trust God, not any man—no matter how impressive he 
might be. 

To those willing to trust God, Jeremiah has 
comforting words. “Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be 
healed; Save me, and I shall be saved; For Thou art my 
praise” (verse 14). Jeremiah wrote these words just prior 
to the final destruction of Jerusalem in 586 b.c.e.

Like so many today, King Zedekiah refused to listen 
to Jeremiah’s admonition to trust God. And because 
Zedekiah didn’t trust God, Judah experienced ruin.

In the throes of this terrible calamity, the Prophet 
Jeremiah cried out to God. “Be not a ruin unto me; Thou 
art my reFuge in the day oF evil” (verse 17). Jeremiah’s 
words about whom to trust—and how to have peace 
and comfort during times of great tragedy—are just as 
fitting today as they were 2,600 years ago.

As the nation grapples with what happened at Mount 
Meron, we would do well to study Jeremiah 17. Instead 
of leveling all the blame on the police or Ultra-Orthodox 
leaders or women or even God, we need to look harder 
and deeper. As a nation and people, but also individually, 
we need to meditate on a more important question: In 
whom do I trust? n

By Christopher Eames

A Word From Jeremiah About 
the Mt. Meron Tragedy 
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I just received your 
magazine, Watch Jerusalem. 
I read it from cover to 
cover immediately. What 
a beautiful magazine filled 
with so much information 
and truths I’ve never known 
before. I’m so waiting for my 
next one!
Nellie Ausbun usa

Thanks for all your articles—very 
interesting. The truth is speaking. 
God only wants good for His 
creation. We have to abide by the 
divided world. Thank you, Gerald 
Flurry, for your true editorial.
Elya Cohen israel

Brilliant analysis (“Watch 
Jerusalem Now!”, 
watchJerusalem.co.il/1236). It’s 
alarming to hear how the U.S. 
with Biden and Obama is willing 
to destroy Israel’s sovereignty.
Suzanne Aladjem australia

As a U.S. citizen, I must say that 
I am shocked and saddened 
at Obama’s and now Biden’s 
geopolitical malfeasance in 
the Middle East (“Biden’s PR 
Campaign to Paint Israel as an 
Aggressor,” watchJerusalem.
co.il/1183). I hate that we have 
publicly shamed Israel and 
basically placed it on the terror 
watchlist. Every one of these 
officials will answer for their sin. 
Israel and Iran are equal in one 
thing only: the fact that they are 
sovereign countries. Beyond that, 
there is no comparison.
Peter Boyer usa
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feedback
nations against Jerusalem to battle; And the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, And the women ravished; 
And half of the city shall go forth into captivity, But the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city” 
(Zechariah 14:1-2). As Mr. Flurry has explained, these 
two verses give the overview of events leading to the 
coming of the Messiah.

There are three phases to this crisis revolving 
around Jerusalem. Zechariah starts at the coming of the 
Messiah, the third phase, and works his way backward 
chronologically. The second phase, all of the city being 
taken, is elsewhere called the time of Jacob’s trouble, a 
period when all of biblical Israel, not just the nation of 
Judah called Israel today, will be attacked. But notice 
how this whole procession of events leading to the 
Messiah’s coming begins.

In the first phase, we will witness halF oF Jerusalem 
going into caPtivity. This suggests a violent takeover. 
Based on this prophecy, Mr. Flurry has forecast that 
East Jerusalem will fall under Arab control as a direct 
precursor to the coming of the Messiah.

In 2006, he wrote,  “Today the Arabs live in 
roughly one half of Jerusalem. They just don’t 
control it—yet. … Looking at the ongoing violence in  
Jerusalem today—the absolute inability of the 
involved parties to solve things by peaceful means—
we can easily see how one half of Jerusalem shall be 
taken captive in the very near future. The Present 
violence is an embryo that is about to grow into 
much greater violence.”

With Hamas dominating the Palestinian street, and 
America and the international community rejecting 
Israel’s sovereignty over East Jerusalem, will we soon 
see half of Jerusalem fall?

It would be easy to dismiss this idea, considering 
Israel’s superior military. But what if the United States 
continues to support and justify Arab violence in order 
to take over that territory? How long can Israel sustain 
its defense?

We need to watch Jerusalem for the fulfillment of 
this prophecy. This outburst of violence against Jewish 
control of East Jerusalem is not just the latest iteration 
of Arab-Jewish violence. If you live in Israel, you know 
something feels different about the violence this time 
around. Even Hamas is claiming that, for the first time, 
Israeli Arabs are uniting under its banner to conquer 
East Jerusalem.

To maintain hope, we must remember what the fall 
of East Jerusalem ultimately means. It is a sign that 
the coming of the Messiah is imminent. To learn more, 
please request Gerald Flurry’s free booklet Jerusalem 
in Prophecy. n

u PROPHESIED FALL FROM PAGE 9
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There is an Author of the cosmos. And He intended for us to 
be able to study the stars—to help us come to know Him!

Hubble pictures should give this whole world great hope. 
Not only because those countless awesome galaxies point 
us to the Creator and His limitless power, but also because 
they expand our understanding of the incredible human 
potential God has given us! Our increasing knowledge of 
the stars reveals not only what God has already done, but 
also what He is about to do.

Do you know why this vast, sparkling, shimmering, 
powerful universe exists? “The heavens declare the glory of 
God …” (Psalm 19:2). Do you hear what they are saying?

Our free booklet Our Awesome Universe Potential will 
show you the Creator’s invaluable purpose for your life and 
the vast universe!

Do you hear 
what the 
heavens are 
saying?


