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from the editor | Gerald Flurry

erpretation of History
Modern intellectuals have
removed the Bible from their
studies. This is a tragic mistake.

“B

Read the history books and you
see how they ignore the Bible,
if they don’t try to undermine
it or flatly deny it. That truly is
a crisis—as this whole world is
about to discover.

y what authority have historians left
God and the Bible out of history?”
In 1962, Ambassador College professor Dr.
Herman Hoeh wrote a book asking this question. It is a
profound question, and it stunned me when I first read
it. Truly, it is one of the most profound questions we
could possibly ask, especially of historians today.
Herbert W. Armstrong was the chancellor of
Ambassador College in Pasadena, California. In an
article he wrote about education, he heavily quoted the
first chapter of Dr. Hoeh’s book, titled “The Modern
Interpretation of History.” I want to share with you
what he wrote, and I believe you will be shocked and
enlightened by this subject like I was.
That chapter begins with that question: “By what
authority have historians left God and the Bible out of
history?” You need to know the answer because it has
everything to do with your future!
“This question may come as a surprise,” Dr. Hoeh
wrote. “Many are unaware that a radically new interpretation of history is being taught in schools and colleges
today. It is a history of the world in which God and
the supernatural are rejected” (emphasis mine
throughout).
Isn’t he right? When was the last time you heard a
historian explain how a historical event supported and
proved the biblical narrative? How often do we read
articles reporting on an archaeological discovery that
confirms Bible history? This rarely happens! Why is
this?
It’s not because there is a lack of historical and
archaeological evidence proving the biblical record.
There is a greater abundance of evidence than ever!
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evidence does not conform to the commonly accepted
It’s because most scholars today refuse to use the Bible
beliefs of the age or community in which he lives he
in their analysis of history. They simply will not accept
summarily rejects!
that God plays a role in history.
“History, in other words, is based only on that part of
Dr. Hoeh continued, “It is impossible to believe both
evidence which agrees with the prevailing opinions of the
this history and the Bible. Both cannot be right.” Yes, the
society in which a historian lives. These may be shocking
modern interpretation of history is in open conflict with
evaluations, but they are true. World history texts prove
the Bible! Historians well know this.
it. Historians admit it!”
Leaving God out of history causes major problems.
Dr. Hoeh made that statement decades ago, and it is
Scholarship today is in confusion, though scholars like
truer today than it ever was! Too many historians and
to call this “learned controversy.” There is disagreescholars today look at history through their own worldment and debate over practically everything related to
view, their own ideologies and their own moral compass.
history. Describing this confusion, the 20th-century
This means the books and articles they write on history
American archaeologist George E. Mendenhall wrote
are biased; their analyses are shaped by their personal
that it “may with perhaps less courtesy but more accuideologies and beliefs, whatever those might be.
racy be called chaos.”
And their biggest bias is against the biblical
Here’s a historian admitting that the study of history
record!
is deeply flawed and chaotic!
The world faces many serious problems. We have a
In spite of the chaos, most people assume that secdeadly virus and, even worse, government responses
ular historians are right. They assume historians have
that are driving nations into terrifying debt and sociedefinitive answers to important questions such as how
tal breakdown. There is dangerous
man originated, why man exists,
political division and international
and where man is going. They have
conflict, nations jockeying for
faith in secular history, but they
EXCITING NEWS
advantage, increasing military and
haven’t proved that faith.
We are changing our name.
arms spending, rapidly advancing
Hendrik van Loon, the famous
Starting with the January–
weapons development. Ultimately,
Dutch-American historian and
February issue, this publication will
we have the question of human surjournalist, confessed: “We live
be called Let the Stones Speak.
vival: How will mankind survive the
under the shadow of a gigantic
Check your mailbox.
threat of nuclear annihilation?
question mark. What are we?
The fact is, only God can save us
Where did we come from? Whither
from our problems! Yet we are leaving God out of our
are we bound?” He knew he couldn’t answer the pivotal
lives and out of our history books! Isn’t that dangerous?
questions of human existence. Yet he answered, “We
I tell you it is more dangerous than any other problem
still know very little, but we have reached the point
I have described!
where (with a fair degree of accuracy) we can guess at
If we only saw God in history, we would see how we
many things.”
could overcome these problems!
You have to appreciate this historian’s honesty. In
Read the history books and you see how they ignore
the study of history today, it’s common for guesses to
the Bible, if they don’t try to undermine it or flatly deny
masquerade as authoritative history. But do you really
it. That truly is a crisis—as this whole world is about to
want to rely on guesses about the biggest questions ever
discover!
asked?
Dr. Hoeh recounted a major court case in 1954 that
“Casual readers would be shocked to learn how hiswent all the way to the Supreme Court. During the
tory books are prepared,” Dr. Hoeh wrote. “It is usually
hearing, a noted historian and expert was called on to
assumed that history is solely a matter of collecting
provide his expert opinion. He explained to his fellow
factual material, judiciously evaluating it, and recording
historians what happened: “The problem we faced was
it for posterity.” He then quoted historian C. W. Ceram,
not the historian’s discovery of the truth, the whole
who warned: “Nothing could be farther from the truth.”
truth and nothing but the truth; the problem instead
Understanding history isn’t a perfect science.
was the formulation of an adequate gloss …. It was
Studying history is not like doing math, where you
not that we were engaged in formulating lies; there was
follow a specific formula and arrive at a single obvinothing as crude and naive as that. But we were using
ous answer. “A historian is not a scribe, but a judge
facts, emphasizing facts, bearing down on facts, sliding
of the evidence that is brought before him,” Dr. Hoeh
off facts, quietly ignoring facts and, above all, interpretcontinued. “He is his own final authority. He is not
ing facts in a way to … ‘get by’ ….”
judged by, but sits in judgment of, history. Whatever
2
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What a shocking admission! This historian admitted he interpreted history to fit
If we are to understand
a certain narrative. This is precisely the
history, and especially
problem with so much modern history!
Historians appoint themselves as
Israel’s history,
interpreters and judges, and they ignore or
we cannot afford
remove any facts they deem inconvenient.
We see this happen all the time with the
to reject the Bible.
science of climate change, for example,
where certain facts are omitted or rejected
because they don’t support the broader
narrative and agenda. This can and does
happen in the field of archaeology too.
At one time, many historians at least
We must look at this from the Bible perspective, or
included God in their writings. But mankind has
God’s view.
always suppressed God’s truth in some way or another.
“… Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
Today, the majority of historians suppress truth about
neighbour” (Exodus 20:13). This is one of the great Ten
the Bible.
Commandments. These magnificent laws are the founKing David wrote, “The heavens declare the glory
dation of the Bible.
of God, And the firmament showeth His handiwork”
You can prove that the Bible always teaches the truth.
(Psalm 19:2). God reveals Himself through His creation.
No part of the true translation bears false witness.
His truth is accessible to anyone with an open mind and
These historians are bearing false witness. When
humility. Historians say that miracles are fantasy, that
you are “sliding off facts, quietly ignoring facts, … interthe Bible is nothing but legend and superstition. And
preting facts in a way to … ‘get by,’” you are bearing false
they try to intimidate you into going along with them.
witness against your neighbor. You are deceiving him.
But God says they have no excuse for their ignorance
You are lying!
(Romans 1:20)! He holds people accountable for what
If we are to understand history, and especially
they should know.
Israel’s history, we cannot afford to reject the Bible. We
In his booklet Does God Exist?, Mr. Armstrong gave
must take the approach the late archaeologist and histhe example of an intricate, finely crafted watch. It
torian Prof. Benjamin Mazar took. He said, “Pore over
would be absurd to think that such a watch simply
the Bible again and again, for it contains within it
appeared out of nowhere, without a creator. God’s
descriptions of genuine historical reality.”
creation makes that watch look trivial by comparison!
The Bible doesn’t contain all history. We need archaeEven a hummingbird is infinitely more complex than
ological excavations. We need laboratories and radio
the highest-quality watch. The great King David said
carbon dating. We need epigraphists and archaeologists.
only a fool could believe there is no God (Psalm 14:1).
We need devoted historians who are willing to travel the
The historian from the U.S. Supreme Court case
world and study ancient documents. We need to take a
discussed above later said: “I was facing the deadly
scientific approach to our study and analysis of history.
opposition between my professional integrity as a hisBut at the foundation of thisentire rigorous process,
torian and a contemporary question of values, of ideals,
we need to recognize and use the Bible as a legitimate
of policy, or partisanship and of political objectives. I
and crucial book of history! We need to understand that
suppose if a man is without scruple, this matter will
without the Bible, and without God, we cannot fully or
not bother him, but I am frank to say that it bothered
accurately understand history.
me terribly.”
You can prove God and His active presence in the
Most historians and scholars are in this position: They
world today. He has been around throughout all history,
are pressured to choose between truth and their careers!
and He has recorded so much important history in His
That historian concluded: “I am convinced now that this
Word. Thank God for that! Thank Him for proving
interpretation, which we hammered out with anything
Himself to us. And the fact that we can include Him in
but historical truth as our objective, nonetheless conour study of history is wonderful news!
tains an essential measure of historical truth.”
And finally, we must understand and accept that no
Astounding! Even though he admitted how problemman has the authority to leave God and the Bible out of
atic this process was and how terribly it bothered him, he
history!
n
convinced himself that it nevertheless produced truth.
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Who Were the
Phoenicians?

What history and archaeology tell us
about the ancient world’s ‘red men’
By Mihailo S. Zekic
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Clearing cedars for
Solomon’s temple
by Gustave Doré

T

hey tamed the high seas centuries before
the Vikings and the buccaneers. They rode
elephants while the rest of the world was
riding horses. They were the world’s luxury
craftsmen long before the Swiss were
making watches. Who were they?
The Phoenicians, an ancient civilization located in
modern-day Lebanon and northern Israel, are credited
with some remarkable achievements. Yet we know surprisingly little about them today. The purported inventors
of the alphabet left us very few texts. And they didn’t leave
us any giant structures littered with vivid writings and
images that preserve their story, like Egypt’s pyramids.
There is, however, one too easily forgotten and
too easily ignored literary source that can fill in at
least some of the gaps in our understanding of the
Phoenicians: the Hebrew Bible.
The Bible reveals fascinating details about
Phoenician civilization. But beyond that, it also explains
one of the primary reasons this civilization flourished.
A significant part of the Phoenicians’ success can be
attributed to their relationship with Israel!
The Bible shows that the Phoenicians were, for better
or worse, one of Israel’s longest and most steadfast
allies. This partnership lasted centuries and impacted
both civilizations, allowing both nations to experience
their golden age at the same time.

Israel left the wilderness and marched into the land of
Canaan in the 15th century b.c.e., it wiped out many
of the southern Canaanite populations. But the Bible
records that certain groups survived and continued to
live alongside Israel, with some regions, particularly in
the north, remaining untouched by Israel.
It’s also interesting to note that the word “Canaanite”
in biblical Hebrew means “merchant,” lending further
credence that the Phoenicians are Canaanites.
The first biblical reference to the Phoenicians is in
Genesis 10: “And Canaan begot Zidon his firstborn, and
Heth” (verse 15). “Zidon” is an archaic spelling of Sidon,
one of the major Phoenician city-states of the region.
(Other known Phoenician city-states include Tyre,
Byblos and Beirut, Lebanon’s capital city.)
The Phoenicians were never ruled as one “empire,”
and historians do not consider them a vast dominion
or kingdom. Rather than being identified as a common
culture or people, the Bible (as well as Greek literature)
identifies the early Phoenicians according to the citystate they belonged to. Sidon/Zidon and Tyre are the
two main cities referenced in the Hebrew Bible. (The
Septuagint—the ancient Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible—sometimes translates the expression
“land of Canaan” as “Phoenicia.”)
What made the Phoenicians different from other
Canaanites?

Phoenician Background

The Phoenician Exception

The common name “Phoenicia” comes from the ancient
Greeks. Homer wrote in the Iliad of fine craftsmanship
that “far exceeded all others in the whole world for
beauty; it was the work of cunning artificers in Sidon,
and had been brought into port by Phoenicians.”
Scholars estimate the Iliad was written sometime
during the eighth century b.c.e. Homer’s is among the
earliest references we have to Phoenicians in Western
literature, and it associates them with the production
and trade of luxury goods. A hallmark of ancient
Phoenician culture is high-quality craftsmanship and
skill in commerce.
The root word for “Phoenician” is the Greek phoinikē, meaning “red.” There are two general theories as to
why the Greeks called them “red men.” One is that the
Phoenicians’ complexion was thought of as “red” to the
Greeks. The other associates the name with the famed
dye produced in the region.
While it is inconclusive what the Phoenicians called
themselves, many scholars believe they went by the
same name the Bible gives them: Canaanites.
The Canaanites were a conglomeration of Semiticspeaking peoples who inhabited the Levant from
southern Israel to the northern coast of Syria. When

It is clear from the biblical text that Phoenicia’s chief
cities of Tyre and Zidon actually fell within the borders
of Israel, specifically the territory belonging to the tribe
of Asher (see center spread).
God intended much of what is modern Lebanon to be
part of the original allotment for the 12 tribes of Israel.
Joshua 11:8 describes the Israelites chasing Canaanite
armies “unto great Zidon.” Joshua 19 describes the territorial boundaries for the tribe of Asher, which would
include the following cities: “Rehob, and Hammon,
and Kanah, even unto great Zidon; And then the
coast turneth to Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre …”
(verses 28-29; King James Version). References to “great
Zidon” and “the strong city Tyre” demonstrate how powerful these two key Phoenician cities were compared to
the other Canaanite entities in the late Bronze/Early
Iron Age (c. 1400–1050 b.c.e.).
But Israel never followed through on God’s command
to conquer this territory. Judges 1:31-32 record: “Asher
drove not out the inhabitants of Acco, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of
Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob; but the Asherites
dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the
land; for they did not drive them out.”
November-December 2021
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Judges 3 states something similar: “Now these are
the nations which the Lord left … namely, the five
lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and
the Zidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount
Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon unto the entrance
of Hamath” (verses 1, 3).
Historical sources, archaeology and the Bible
all show that, as the world transitioned from the
Bronze Age to the Iron Age, both the Israelites and the
Phoenicians entered a golden age. Is it coincidence that
both peoples—allies and neighbors—thrived at exactly
the same time?

‘Ever a Lover of David’

During the mid-to-late-11th century b.c.e., Israel consolidated into what is called the united kingdom. After
the turbulent reign of King Saul, King David not only
secured Israel’s frontiers but expanded them. Regions
that David subjugated include Philistia (1 Chronicles
18:1); Ammon and Edom, situated in modern-day Jordan
and Southern Israel (2 Samuel 12:26-30; 1 Chronicles
18:12); and the Syrians (2 Samuel 8:5-6; kjv).
There was, however, one region that David did not
touch.
Far from going to war with each other, David’s Israel
and the Phoenicians, specifically Tyre, formed a robust
alliance. 2 Samuel 5:11 shows that Tyre’s King Hiram
sent diplomats to King David to construct him a palace.
He also supplied cedar wood, carpenters and masons.
2 Samuel 24:7 includes Tyre in the census David commissioned Joab to undertake, suggesting that Tyre was
a friendly vassal kingdom or some sort of junior partner
to Israel. 1 Kings 5:15 even states that “Hiram was ever
a lover of David.”
Using the Bible as her guide, late archaeologist Dr.
Eilat Mazar uncovered the foundations of King David’s
Phoenician-constructed palace.
Visit the City of David today and you will see two
gigantic structures. First, there’s the 10th-century b.c.e.
Large Stone Structure, the palace itself; then there’s the
structure that buttresses it, called the Stepped Stone
Structure. The Stepped Stone Structure filled in a large
void in the bedrock just north of the Jebusite citadel,
allowing the Large Stone Structure to be built atop and
adjoining the citadel. Various scriptures reference the
palace of David in relation to a stepped structure, as well
as the high northern edge of the existing citadel.
One of the notable remains at the City of David site is
a Phoenician style column capital, now on display in the
Israel Museum in Jerusalem. It is specifically named a
“proto-Aeolic capital.” Some of our readers may be familiar with different Greco-Roman capital styles: Doric,
Ionic and Corinthian. The proto-Aeolic style was in use
6
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long prior to the Greco-Roman, and the name refers
to the style of two curved palm leaf-like spirals. This
particular design is associated with Solomon’s temple
in 1 Kings 6:35. This capital was built by Phoenician
craftsmen, and it testifies to the biblical account of King
Hiram building David’s palace in Jerusalem.
The Bible also specifically states that King Hiram
sent David cedar wood for the palace. Lebanon, then
and now, was famed for its trees. The cedar of Lebanon
(Cedrus libani) can today be found growing natively in
Lebanon, Israel, Syria, Turkey and Cyprus. These trees
grow up to 35 meters (about 114 feet) tall. Their wood
has been used in construction since ancient times.
Cedar wood is especially prized for boat building; it is
highly durable, easy to shape and mold, and resistant to
deterioration in seawater. The so-called “Jesus boat”—a
remarkably preserved 2,000-year-old vessel found submerged in the Sea of Galilee and now exhibited in the
Yigal Alon Museum in Israel—was made partially from
cedar of Lebanon. Having such an abundant supply of
quality wood so close to home surely was one of the
reasons the Phoenicians were able to become such
skilled sailors.

King Solomon and Tyre

The friendship between Israel and Phoenicia, especially
Tyre, continued after David’s death (2 Chronicles 2:2). 1
Kings 5 shows that King Hiram sent a delegation to congratulate King Solomon on his coronation. We also know
that Solomon hired the Tyrians to send cedar wood for
construction of God’s temple (2 Chronicles 2:7, 15).
Solomon’s request of Hiram in 1 Kings 5:20 is interesting: “Now therefore command thou that they hew
me cedar-trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall
be with thy servants; and I will give thee hire for thy

Only the richest in society could
afford Tyrian purple. This is
why, today, we associate the
color purple with royalty.

David Roberts, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, by Amalyah Oren

servants according to all that thou shalt say; for thou
knowest that there is not among us any that hath skill
to hew timber like unto the Zidonians.” This implies
that either Tyre had some sort of control over Zidon,
or that “Zidonian” was a generic term for Phoenicians
in general. This could indicate that, by this point, the
Phoenicians were acquiring their own cultural identity
separate from the rest of the Canaanites.
When Hiram sent cedar timber to Israel, he did so
by boat (verse 23). The Phoenician technique of shipping cedar wood to their clients is well documented.
A wall relief from the palace of Assyrian King Sargon
ii (displayed in the Louvre in Paris) shows Phoenician
sailors transporting large quantities of logs from a port
across the sea.
2 Chronicles 2:3 and 6 reveal another interesting
detail: King Solomon requested King Hiram supply a
workman who was skilled in working with “purple” dye
for the construction of the temple. The Phoenicians were
known for their near-monopoly on the production of
purple dye, also known as Tyrian purple. They harvested
the dye from the murex shellfish, a sea snail with natural
purple coloring that thrived off the coast of Lebanon.
Tyrian purple was a highly valued luxury for a
long time; the fourth century c.e. Roman Emperor
Diocletian, in his Edict of Maximum Prices, lists 1 pound
of the dye as costing 150,000 denarii, three times the
value of gold. Only the richest in society could afford
Tyrian purple. This is why, today, we associate the color
purple with royalty.
The Bible also records that Solomon and Hiram
collaborated on establishing Israel’s navy. 1 Kings
9:26-28 state that Solomon enlisted Hiram to set up
a navy at Ezion-geber, an ancient port on the Red Sea
(near the modern city of Eilat). From that port, the

The proto-Aeolic capital

Israelite-Phoenician navy undertook missions sailing
to the land of Ophir, famed for its gold reserves. An
ostracon (a pottery shard with writing on it) discovered
in Israel in 1946 actually makes mention of this mysterious foreign land; the inscription reads: “Ophir gold
to Bet Horon: 30 shekels.” The most likely location for
Ophir is somewhere in the vicinity of present-day India.
Phoenician explorers making it to India may sound
far-fetched. But Greek historian Herodotus and
Roman author Pliny the Elder both recorded that the
Phoenicians were such skilled sailors that they could
circumnavigate Africa. If the Phoenicians built ships
with Israel in Ezion-geber, they would have set sail from
the Gulf of Aqaba and accessed the Indian Ocean via the
Red Sea.
The Carthaginian (Phoenician) explorer Hanno
sailed to West Africa in the fifth century b.c.e., possibly
as far south as Cameroon. Hanno mentions in the text
Periplus seeing a volcanic eruption that some scholars identify with Mount Cameroon. He also claimed
to encounter a race of aggressive, hairy beings who
climbed trees and fought by biting and throwing stones,
which may be a reference to either chimpanzees or
gorillas. (It is interesting to note that one exotic import
Solomon acquired from his navy was, according to
2 Chronicles 9:21, apes.)
As for Phoenicia’s King Hiram, archaeology has
affirmed his name was in use during the 10th century
b.c.e. A royal sarcophagus from that time was discovered at the Phoenician city of Byblos bearing the words
“Ahiram, King of Byblos.” The Bible does specify Hiram
as “king of Tyre,” so the sarcophagus may belong to
another king (Byblos was situated further north along
the coast). But it is possible the site was under King
Hiram’s jurisdiction within wider Phoenicia. Further,
there is biblical evidence of crossover in Phoenician
regional names, given that Solomon refers to the Tyrian
Hiram’s people as “Zidonians” (1 Kings 5:20).
The reigns of David and Solomon represent the
pinnacle of Israelite-Phoenician relations. Following
November-December 2021
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the death of these two kings, relations between their
peoples remained cordial. But Israel’s close ties with
Phoenicia came with a cost.

Queen Jezebel’s Connection

8
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The Kurkh
Monolith, depicting
Shalmaneser III
in worship

evidence for the barbaric rite. While Baal was worshiped throughout the ancient Middle East, the most
compelling evidence for child sacrifice comes from
the Phoenicians—specifically, Phoenician Carthage,
situated in modern-day Tunisia.
Greco-Roman writers wrote that the Carthaginians
sacrificed their children. For example, in his dialogue
Minos, Plato wrote: “With us [the Greeks], for instance,
human sacrifice is not legal, but unholy, whereas the
Carthaginians perform it as a thing they account holy
and legal, and that too when some of them sacrifice even
their own sons to Cronos.”
The ruins of Phoenician Carthage hold many
“tophets”—burial grounds for infants. Scholars previously thought that these were ordinary cemeteries
for infants, but recent analysis challenges this interpretation. Many of the graves are topped by a plaque
describing the deceased being dedicated to the gods.
Some of the plaques end by stating the deities “heard
my voice and blessed me.” Additionally, most of the
bodies were cremated, as specifically attested to in
the Bible. (Stillborn or otherwise unhealthy babies
wouldn’t have been considered a good offering to the
gods.) The children were mostly about the same age: a
few weeks old.
Also, the remains of animals, “beyond question sacrificial offerings,” according to Dr. Josephine Quinn, were
buried among the children in the tophets—sometimes
even together with infant remains in urns.

© The Trustees of the British Museum (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

The unity of the kingdom under David and Solomon did
not last. After Solomon’s death, 10 of the 12 tribes split
from the government in Jerusalem and formed their
own kingdom, based in the north. Under its inaugural
king, Jeroboam, the northern kingdom quickly rejected
God. This made Israel more susceptible to foreign influence, which reached an apex under the notorious King
Ahab due to his wife, Queen Jezebel.
Today, we have archaeological evidence of both Ahab
and Jezebel. The Kurkh Monolith, an Assyrian victory
stele currently in the British Museum, references Ahab
possessing a powerful fighting force. And in 1964, a seal
was made public from a private collection. The seal’s
slightly damaged Phoenician inscription, surrounded
by Phoenician-style motifs reads: [l’]yzbl, “[Belonging
to J]ezebel.”
1 Kings 16:30-33 say specifically that Jezebel was
“the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians,”
notably different from “king of Zidon.” In similar
form, the first-century c.e. Jewish historian Josephus
calls Ethbaal “king of the Tyrians and Sidonians.”
This implies that “Zidonian” was a name used for
Phoenicians in general, beyond the inhabitants of the
single city of Zidon.
Additionally, Ethbaal’s name has been confirmed
as a Tyrian royal name. Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser
iii described in his Iran Stele an “Ethbaal” ruling over
Tyre. This would have been a different Ethbaal from
Jezebel’s father as it dates to the following century. It
does, nonetheless, attest to the prevalence of the name.
The Bible condemns Ahab for his obsession with
paganism, but it specifically points to Jezebel’s influence as the cause. The Bible says Jezebel introduced
(or rather, reintroduced) Baal worship into Israel. The
Canaanites were notorious for Baal worship (Judges
2:11-13). But Jezebel is noted for the scale of her worship: The Bible describes her having 450 prophets
of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah (also known as
Ishtar or Ashtaroth, Baal’s consort) within her entourage (1 Kings 18:19). Aside from being an affront against
the God of Israel, this pagan Phoenician worship was
especially offensive because of the institution of child
sacrifice (Jeremiah 19:5).
Scholars previously disputed whether or not Baal
worshipers actually practiced child sacrifice. Some
claimed the references to child sacrifice were an
attempt by biblical authors to disparage other religions. But today there is significant archaeological

The tophets apparently
don’t identify the specific
gods the children were
sacrificed to. However, the
Greeks and Romans state
that the Carthaginians
sacrificed their children
to “Cronos,” “Cronus” or
“Kronos,” a Greek deity
identified with Baal. And
Baal worship in Carthage
is evident from the name of
Jezebel seal
Carthage’s most famous son:
the General Hannibal (“Baal is gracious”), who famously
fought Rome with an army riding on elephants.
The Bible identifies the sin of Baal worship as one of
the main reasons God allowed the northern 10 tribes to
be conquered by Assyria. “For she [Israel] did not know
that it was I that gave her The corn, and the wine, and
the oil, And multiplied unto her silver and gold, Which
they used for Baal. … And now will I uncover her shame
in the sight of her lovers, And none shall deliver her out
of My hand” (Hosea 2:10, 12).
The Phoenicians’ religious influence, and especially
that of the Phoenician Queen Jezebel, was a primary
reason for Israel going into captivity. But what goes
around comes around. As Israel fell, so would Tyre.

COJS, Acrasia25 via Wikimedia Commons

The Prince of Tyre

Phoenicia’s friendship with the Israelites didn’t last forever. Ezekiel the prophet lived during the late seventh
and early sixth centuries b.c.e. and was taken captive by
the Babylonians during their conquest of the kingdom of
Judah. Ezekiel wrote of Tyre’s opposition to the kingdom
of Judah and even how it sought to conquer its territory.
Because of this, Ezekiel prophesied that Tyre would fall
at the hands of the Babylonians (Ezekiel 26:1-4, 7).
Why did Tyre so eagerly eye Jerusalem?
According to Josephus’s Antiquities of the Jews, the
king of Tyre at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s conquests
in the Levant was Ethbaal iii. God did not have many
good things to say about Ethbaal. In Ezekiel 28, the
prophet refers to Ethbaal as the “prince of Tyre.” (It’s
important to note, verse 11 switches to refer to Satan as
“king of Tyre,” the real power behind the throne.)
God condemned King Ethbaal for his hubris; the passage says Ethbaal’s “heart is lifted up, And [he] hast said:
I am a god, I sit in the seat of God, In the heart of the seas”
(verse 2). God calls him wiser than the Prophet Daniel,
with “no secret” hidden from him (verse 3). Through
“wisdom” and “discernment,” Ethbaal procured “gold and
silver Into [his] treasures” (verse 4). God tells Ethbaal
that his “heart is lifted up because of thy riches” (verse 5).

But as God says, “Yet thou art man, and not God”
(verse 2). He then pronounces judgment on the king:
“Therefore thus saith the Lord God: Because thou has set
thy heart As the heart of God; Therefore, behold, I will
bring strangers upon thee, The terrible of the nations
…” (verses 6-7).
The prophecy identifies Tyre’s geographic location
in “the heart of the seas.” This is more than merely a
reference to Tyre’s coastal location. Tyre, at this time,
was actually two different cities that operated as one:
There was the original port city, situated on the mainland, and there was the newer city, which was built on
an artificial island, and served as the main trade hub.
Unlike other cities in the ancient world—even other
coastal cities—this city of Tyre was surrounded by
water on all sides. It was literally, as Ezekiel recorded,
“in the heart of the seas.”
What did Ezekiel mean when he said Ethbaal iii
called himself a “god” and sat “in the seat of god”?
The god worshiped at Tyre was Melqart, meaning
“king of the city.” Melqart was synchronized by later
Greek writers with Herakles, or Hercules. Some identify Melqart as another
title for Baal. According
to The Oxford Handbook of
the Phoenician and Punic
Mediterranean, “he is the
Iron Age heir of the ancient
Syro-Palestinian tradition
of deceased deified kings
….” Melqart’s temple hasn’t
been identified, but Greek
writer Herodotus, referring
to Melqart as the Greek
hero Herakles, writes that
the temple was magnificent in its day and “richly
Bust of Melqart,
equipped with … offerings.”
wearing a lion hat
Among the centerpieces of
the temple’s treasures were two pillars, one made of
refined gold and the other of emerald.
As the name “king of the city” implies, Melqart was
heavily associated with Tyre’s monarchy. World History
Encyclopedia states, “Melqart was considered by the
Phoenicians to represent the monarchy, perhaps the
king even represented the god, or vice versa, so that the
two became one and the same.” The kings of Tyre were
even known by a similar title, mlk-qrt.
The prophecy in Ezekiel of Tyre’s defeat was ultimately fulfilled. The Babylonians laid siege to Tyre
for 13 years, according to Josephus. Cuneiform tablets
confirm that Nebuchadnezzar conquered the city. His
massive army pulverized the mainland city; due to
November-December 2021
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Alexander the Great’s
siege of Tyre

the Babylonians’ lack of a navy, the island portion of
the city remained. But centuries later, Alexander the
Great finally conquered all of Tyre. Using the ruins
of the old city, he built a causeway to reach the island
and besieged it. To this day, over 2,000 years later,
Alexander’s causeway still connects the island city with
the mainland.

The Big Lesson
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The alliance between Israel and the Phoenicians is
unique in the Bible. Few of Israel’s neighbors were as
supportive of Israel as the Phoenicians. And using the
Bible together with archaeology, it becomes apparent
that Phoenician history is Israelite history. Israel and
Tyre reached their golden ages at the same time, with
kings from both nations willing to work together to
accomplish exploits. Israel, through Tyre, had access
to extensive trade networks. Tyre, through Israel,
had access to the most powerful economy in the
region. The two nations used each other’s strengths
for simultaneous prosperity. In fact, even with its
trade routes and scattered colonial possessions, it is
unlikely a city-state like Tyre would have become as
wealthy as it did if it had not been for the backing of
the Israelite empire.
This history, however, comes with a vitally important
lesson.
In the world of academia, the ancient kingdom of
Israel is one of the most controversial civilizations to
study. Why? Mainly because in order to study Israel you
have to study the Bible. The Bible not only describes
Israel in detail, it describes the Israelite kingdom as
having tremendous wealth and power. While some
scholars accept this, and the evidence that supports
this claim, others say the Bible’s description of Israel
as a rich, powerful, sophisticated civilization is untrue
or greatly exaggerated.

Meanwhile, few scholars today dispute the history of
ancient Tyre. In general, the history of this city—including its rise, golden age and fall—is accepted among
scholars. This is despite the fact that the Phoenicians
themselves left few written records—far fewer than the
Israelites left. Incredibly, the Bible is widely accepted as
one of the main historical sources for Phoenicia.
A c c o rd i n g t o T h e Ox fo rd E n c y c l o p e d i a o f
Archaeology in the Near East, there is a “dearth of direct
and informative sources on Phoenician society in general.” The Oxford Handbook states that the “glimpses
[the Bible provides on Phoenicia] prove to be valuable
in light of the general scarcity—especially in earlier
periods—of information on the Phoenicians.” In a 2004
essay published by New York’s Metropolitan Museum
of Art, the Bible is listed first among the sources that
“much of our knowledge about the Phoenicians … is
dependent on.”
Isn’t this remarkable—and terribly hypocritical?
The Bible can be used to inform our understanding of
ancient Phoenicia, but it can’t be used to inform our
understanding of ancient Israel.
But it’s not just the Bible. Homer identified the
Phoenicians’ trade in luxury goods as occurring at
roughly the same era King David was importing luxury
goods from Phoenicia. Archaeology confirms the
barbaric practices of Baal worship, promoted both in
Phoenicia and Israel. Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest is
verified by both the Bible and his own records.
And putting the Bible together with archaeology
and secular texts shows that Israel had a great deal of
influence in Phoenician civilization. Phoenicia owes
its existence to the fact that Israel spared it from conquest. Tyre associating with the strong, prosperous
empires of David and Solomon would have undoubtedly
contributed to it becoming an economic powerhouse.
Solomon’s Phoenician-engineered temple would have
been the pinnacle of artisanship from a culture already
renowned for fine craftsmanship. And there is even
evidence that the Phoenician language and alphabet
were influenced by the Israelites (“The Origins of the
Alphabet,” page 19).
Yet in so many scholarly narratives, this Israelite connection is completely overlooked. If Phoenicia’s history
can be verified with the Bible, why can’t Israel’s? If Tyre
was a strong, prosperous monarchy in the Iron Age, why
wouldn’t Israel be also?
This is arguably the most important aspect of
the Phoenicians’ legacy: Their history proves the
veracity of the Bible. In a sense, then, they left their
Israelite allies one gift that has lasted for millenniums:
a testimony to the accuracy of their Scriptures. And we
still benefit from that testimony today.
n

Did Israel
Source Tin
From Britain?
Exploring the evidence that the
seafaring tribe of Dan made it to
southwest England and back
By Brent Nagtegaal

iStock.com/ianwool

C

ornwall, situated in the far southwestern
tip of the United Kingdom, is not a region commonly associated with the Bible. I had certainly
never considered Cornwall’s biblical history. That is,
until I visited the region last year with my wife for an
anniversary getaway.
Trudging along one of the rugged headlands, we
stumbled upon Blue Hills Tin, a boutique tin mine
that sells handcrafted jewelry and trinkets made
from Cornish tin. Perusing the tiny visitor center, we
learned that Cornwall has been a leading producer of
tin for 4,000 years. This got me thinking: Cornwall’s
tin mines were active during the time of David and
Solomon, and even when Israel entered the Promised
Land. Is it possible that Israelite traders might have
visited Cornwall to source their tin?
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We know Iron Age Israel used tin. Tin is mentioned a
handful of times in the Bible (see Numbers 31:22; Isaiah
1:25; Ezekiel 22:18). And the Bible has numerous references to bronze, an alloy that combines copper with
tin, creating a metal that was widely used in ancient
construction, decoration, weapons and tools.
But surely the Israelites didn’t travel all the way to
southwest England to get their tin.
Ancient tin mines can be found all across the broader
Middle East, from Afghanistan to Turkey. They have also
been discovered in Spain. In the past, scholars assumed
that the tin found in Bronze and Iron Age Israel (circa
1850–600 b.c.e.) originated from these local mines.
Archaeologists have found tin ingots (a block of tin,
similar to a gold bar) all across the Middle East.
But scientists were unable to test these ingots and
learn precisely where the tin came from.
In 2012, archaeologists discovered a 13th-century
b.c.e shipwreck just south of Haifa Bay. Contained in
the wreck was a collection of tin ingots. Archaeologist
Ehud Galili said that the wreck was “direct evidence for
marine transport of copper and tin along the Israeli
coast and may indicate inland and maritime trade
routes of metals in the Mediterranean.” But lacking the
technology to test the tin, he couldn’t determine its
source.
This changed in 2019, following the development of
a new type of testing that allowed scientists to test tin
ingots from several sites in the eastern Mediterranean,
including the 13th-century shipwreck. A 2019
report published in a plos journal documented the
results. The report, titled “Isotope Systematics and
Chemical Composition of Tin Ingots From Mochlos
(Crete) and Other Late Bronze Age Sites in the
Eastern Mediterranean Sea: An Ultimate Key to Tin
Provenance?”, revealed new information about the
provenance of the ingots from the Haifa Bay shipwreck.
Where did the ingots come from? You guessed it:
Cornwall, England!
“With the help of the tin isotope composition and
the trace elements of the objects it is further possible
to exclude many tin resources from the European continent and, considering the current state of knowledge
and the available data, to conclude that Cornish tin mines
are the most likely suppliers for the 13th–12th centuries
tin ingots from Israel,” concluded the scientists who
conducted the testing (emphasis added).
Naturally, the question arises: Who brought the tin
from the British Isles to Israel?

Phoenician Traders

During the Iron Age, the northern coast of the Levant
was inhabited by the Phoenicians, a seagoing people
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who traveled the Mediterranean and established colonies in places like Cyprus, Crete, North Africa, Spain
and some parts of France. Herodotus, the fifth-century
b.c.e. historian, noted that the Phoenicians even ventured to islands in the western part of Europe—the “tin
islands,” as he called them.
The Phoenicians evidently made it all the way
to the British Isles where they traded, and perhaps
even mined, tin. The biblical record aligns with what
Herodotus wrote. The sixth-century b.c.e. Prophet
Ezekiel records that the Phoenicians went at least as
far as Tarshish (likely modern-day Spain) in order to
trade for tin, silver and other metals (Ezekiel 27:12). In
the May-June issue of Watch Jerusalem, we shared our
interview with Dr. Sean Kingsley, who gave further evidence that the Phoenicians had made it to the western
edge of the Mediterranean at least as early as the 10th
century b.c.e.
So the Phoenicians, close allies of Israel, engaged
in the trade of Cornish tin and could have supplied
Israel with the precious metal. But it’s possible that the
Israelites themselves also visited Cornwall to trade tin.

Tribal Inheritance

According to biblical chronology, the Israelites arrived
in the Promised Land around 1400 b.c.e. The book of
Deuteronomy shows that upon their arrival, Joshua
led the nation to systematically conquer the territory
inhabited by the Canaanites and other regional kings.
Joshua shows that when the Israelites settled the
Promised Land, the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of
Manasseh set up in territory east of the Jordan River.
The other nine tribes settled on the west side of the
Jordan River—inhabiting the territory all the way to
the Mediterranean coast.
Following the Joshua-led initial incursion into the
land of Canaan, it was left to the tribal leaders to plot
and initiate the campaigns to conquer the tribal allotments. While God allotted land to each tribe, He didn’t
drop it in their laps; He essentially gave them a map and
told them to go get it. Virtually all of the tribes failed in
this mission. None of them completely conquered the
land allotted to them.
Notice what is recorded about the tribe of Asher:
“Asher drove not out the inhabitants of Acco, nor the
inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib …”
(Judges 1:31). These coastal cities have been associated
with Phoenicia, but God intended that they belong
solely to the tribe of Asher. Instead of assuming sole
ownership of this land, the tribe of Asher settled
alongside the natives: “But the Asherites dwelt among
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for they did
not drive them out” (verse 32).

The tribe of Dan was likewise intended to settle
along the coast, but they too were rebuffed (verse 34).
Unwilling to take their assigned territory, the Danites
sought an alternative territory (Judges 18:1). A contingent from the tribe of Dan traveled north of Hazor, all
the way to the source of the Jordan River. As was characteristic of this tribe, they named territory they came
into contact with in honor of their patriarch, Dan. Upon
arriving at the northern city of Laish, the tribe con-

Naturally, the question arises:
Who brought the tin from the
British Isles to Israel?
quered it, settled it and named it “Dan” (verses 29-31).
Today, the area is known as “Tel Dan.”
Following biblical chronology, Dan’s northward
migration would have occurred sometime during the
14th century b.c.e.—one or two centuries prior to our
tin shipwreck.

Ehud Galili

Clients on Ships

Judges 4 and 5 describe a battle that occurred around
1200 b.c.e. between Israel, led by Barak and Deborah,
and Jabin, the king of Hazor. This incident gives us
some insight into the intertribal relations of Israel. We
also see how certain tribes over time developed their
own independent foreign policy.
Notice, not all of the Israelite tribes joined Deborah’s
army. The Bible records that four tribes were preoccupied with other interests and refused to join the fight
against this Canaanite king. Reuben was indecisive;
the Bible says “there were great searchings of heart”
(Judges 5:15-16). And so was the tribe of Gad, which had
settled on the east side of the Jordan.
The other two tribes were Dan and Asher. “… And
Dan, why doth he sojourn by the ships? Asher dwelt at

the shore of the sea, And abideth by its bays” (verse 17).
This is a little surprising considering both Dan and Asher
were situated close to Hazor and it was in their interest
that this hostile competitor be defeated. Why didn’t the
tribes of Dan and Asher join Deborah’s war on Jabin?
The Bible says they were preoccupied with their
interests in the ports, bays and ships (the Hebrew word
for “ship” indicates long-distance vessels). The people
of Dan and Asher had interests that revolved around the
Mediterranean Sea and trade.
Consider too: Both of these Israelite tribes were
focused on ships and trade right around the time this
tin-bearing vessel sank in Haifa Bay. Did this ship
belong to the people of Dan or Asher? It’s impossible to
know, but the dates match.
Lawrence Stager, the late American archaeologist,
gave more details about these Danites in his JanuaryFebruary 1989 Biblical Archaeology Review article titled
“The Song of Deborah.” “In light of this background, I
would translate the verse about Dan in the song of
Deborah as follows: ‘And Dan, why did he serve as the
client on ships?’ In this translation, yagur has the
meaning ‘to serve as a client,’ as a ger, rather than the
traditional translation of yagur as ‘abide’ [or ‘remain’].
By ‘client,’ I mean an economic dependent attached to a
patron, a kind of economic ward.”
As Stager suggests, the people of Dan were more than
likely working alongside perhaps the most famous seafaring people on Earth—the Phoenicians!
Speaking of the Asherites who dwelt among the
Canaanites, Stager continued: “These villages in the
hills overlook and have easy access to the rich maritime
Plain of Acco. For their territorial homeland, tribesmen
from Asher may have commuted to work as agricultural
laborers on the Canaanite estates in the plain or as
seamen and dockworkers at the port of Acco.”
Interestingly, the Bible specifically links the tribe of
Asher with metallurgy. In Deuteronomy 33:24-25, Moses
writes, “And of Asher he said … Iron and brass shall be
thy bars; And as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Did
the tribe of Asher, known for working with metals,
source tin from as far away as Cornwall?
Stager concluded his piece this way: “The reluctance
of Dan and Asher to join the highlanders in this war
against the Canaanites seems more understandable
in light of their economic dependence on non-Israelite
groups in the maritime trade. Like Reuben and Gilead/
Gad, Dan and Asher had ties to non-Israelites that
proved stronger than those that bound them to their
tribal confederation.”
The local history of Cornwall and nearby Devon is
also interesting. Historian Christopher Snyder’s 2003
TIN PAGE 29 u
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Ancient Irish
histories record the
migration to Ireland
of a Mediterranean
group called Tuatha
de Danann (tribe of
Danann), a tribe that
had been constantly
embattled with the
Philistines.
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flower; carved ivory relief
from Samaria, Israel

SAMARIA
IVORIES—

Proof of the Bible?
Does a treasure trove of ivories
uncovered in ancient Samaria
fit the biblical description
of King Ahab’s ‘ivory house’?
By Jude Flurry

I

n a series of excavations from 1908 to 1935,
archaeologists unearthed over 12,000 ivory pieces
in the ancient Israelite capital city of Samaria.
While there is some debate over the precise age of the
artifacts, most scholars agree that they date to the
eighth or ninth century b.c.e., most likely around the
time of Israelite King Ahab (circa 870–850 b.c.e.)
According to the biblical book of Kings, Ahab “did
yet more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, than all
the kings of Israel that were before him” (1 Kings 16:33).
Together with Jezebel, his pagan Phoenician wife, Ahab
established Baal worship in Samaria and persecuted
Elijah the prophet. Because of these and other wicked
acts, he is arguably Israel’s most infamous ruler.
However, one lesser-known detail about Ahab is that
he built a spectacular “ivory house” in Samaria: “Now the
rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory
house which he built, and all the cities that he built
…” (1 Kings 22:39). Could some of the 12,000 ivory pieces
found in Samaria be remnants of Ahab’s “ivory house”?
Archaeologists John and Grace Crowfoot, who
wrote the original excavation report, Early Ivories From
Samaria, in 1938, thought this a likely possibility. “[The
ivories’] intrinsic interest,” they wrote, “as works of art
and craftsmanship, and their well-established place in
the history of Samaria, give them peculiar significance
… and give them a date so close to that of Ahab that they
may safely be attributed to the ‘ivory house that he built’
as described in the book of Kings.”
The Crowfoots clarified that the Hebrew word
“house” in verse 39 most likely refers to a room or pavilion within the palace complex. Furthermore, taking
into account the architectural customs of the day, “ivory
house” most likely means the room had ivory embedded
in its wall panels—not that the entire structure was
made of ivory.
According to modern sources, over 500 of the ivory
pieces were found in the Samarian palace complex alone.
This seems to corroborate the Crowfoots’ viewpoint,
though it isn’t definitive proof. Whether the ivories
were used in Ahab’s “ivory house” or not, one thing is
clear: If over 12,000 ivories have survived to the present,
Samaria must have had an enormous quantity of ivory!
Where did Israel get all this ivory?
Most scholars have assumed the ivories were carved
in Phoenicia and imported to Israel. However, this view
has been challenged by some in the archaeological community, especially in recent decades. For example, Dr.
Liat Naeh wrote, “When analyzing excavation results, it
is generally posited that finds are local unless there is
reason to suspect that they were imported.” According
to Naeh, there is not enough archaeological evidence
to prove the ivories were imported. Furthermore,

Erich Lessing / Art Resource, NY (2)

Israelites worshiping Canaanite gods (notably Baal), not
assuming the ivories originated in Phoenicia shows bias
Egyptian gods. It is also unlikely that the carvings were
toward the biblical record, which may cause archaeoloimported directly from Egypt. “Many of the subjects are
gists to overlook the Levant’s local ivory tradition.
definitely copied from Egyptian models,” wrote John and
To be fair, much of the early scholarly consensus
Grace Crowfoot, “though there is not one of the plaques
around Phoenician importation was based on the Bible.
which could be mistaken for an Egyptian original.”
This is logical, since biblical references to IsraeliteIf neither the Israelites nor the Egyptians carved the
Phoenician trade are so plentiful.
ivories, then who did? It seems logical to point to the
Exodus records that the Israelites used Phoenician
Levantine people most known for appropriating and
purple to decorate their priestly garments and the
spreading Egyptian culture and religion: the Phoenicians.
tabernacle (Exodus 28:4-8; 26:31; 36:35). 2 Samuel 5:11
The simplest and most probable explanation for the
records that Phoenician King Hiram of Tyre sent cedar
Samarian ivories, then, is that many, if not all of them,
timbers, carpenters and stonemasons for the construction of King David’s palace. The
book of Kings says Hiram also sent
a delegation to David’s son Solomon,
congratulating him on being
anointed king (1 Kings 5:15). This
friendly diplomacy led to the cooperation of Israelite and Phoenician
builders during the construction of
Solomon’s temple (verse 32).
Perhaps the most significant
biblical passage relating to the
Samarian ivories is found in 1 Kings
10: “For the king had at sea a navy
of Tarshish with the navy of Hiram;
once every three years came the navy
of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver,
ivory, and apes, and peacocks” (verse
22). Here, ivory is specifically mentioned as one of the goods imported
by a joint Israelite-Phoenician navy
during the time of Solomon.
If one considers the Bible a
credible historical source, then it
A fragment of an ivory plaque from Samaria, Israel, shows the
is obvious many of the Samarian
Egyptian god Hah holding a palm branch in both hands.
ivories almost certainly came from
Phoenicia. But the Phoenicianwere imported from Phoenicia and used in Ahab’s palace.
importation hypothesis does not rest solely on the
If this theory is true, the ivories corroborate two signifbiblical text. More evidence for the theory can be found
icant biblical claims: that the Phoenicians imported
by examining the ivories themselves.
ivory to Israel (1 Kings 10:22), and that King Ahab built
According to Early Ivories From Samaria, Egyptian
a spectacular “ivory house” in Samaria (1 Kings 22:39).
cultures had an “all-pervasive” influence on the design
But the presence of beautifully carved ivories in
of the ivories. For example, one group of medallions
Samaria corroborates another biblical account, as
depict the Egyptian god Horus seated on a lotus flower,
well: the writings of the Prophet Amos. Amos lived
surrounded by a variety of other Egyptian symbols.
roughly a century after Ahab, during the reign of King
Another ivory depicts Hah, the Egyptian god of the
Jeroboam ii of Israel (around 750 b.c.e.). The book of
sky. Other ivories bear depictions of Isis, Nephthys and
Amos describes the sins of the Israelite kingdom and
winged sphinxes.
prophesies vivid details of its impending Assyrian
How did Egyptian imagery end up in the palace at
captivity. “Therefore thus saith the Lord God: An
Samaria? It seems unlikely that Ahab or some other
adversary, even round about the land! And he shall
Israelite ruler would have authorized such carvings, since
bring down thy strength from thee, And thy palaces
biblical and archaeological evidence both report the
November-December 2021
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Early Ivories From Samaria
relates a small caveat to this assertion: Excavators found shards of
Hellenistic pottery near the pile
of rubble that contained the ivory
fragments. This led John and Grace
Crowfoot to believe the rubble
was moved during or after the
Hellenistic period. However, given
the mess of walls and foundations
from vastly different time periods
found on the Samarian acropolis,
it seems likely that the pottery may
have been left by Hellenistic-period
peoples moving the ruins of the
palace to clear space for buildings
of their own.
That the Assyrians, not the
Greeks, sacked Ahab’s ivory house
is also corroborated by another
piece of archaeological evidence. After looting the palace at
Samaria, it seems logical that the
Assyrians would take their spoils
back to Assyria. Many ancient wall
reliefs depict Assyrian soldiers
parading their captives and war
spoils through city streets. It is
almost certain that the Assyrian
conquerors did this with their
Is rae l i te c apt ive s a n d s p oi l s ,
including ivory from the palace at Samaria. If this
is true, one would expect to find large ivory troves
somewhere in Assyria.
Archaeologists have discovered over 1,000 ivory carvings dating to the time of Ahab in the ruins of Nimrud,
Assyria’s ancient capital. According to Dr. Liat Naeh,
the Nimrud ivories were “conspicuously outlandish …
within an Assyrian setting” and “speculated to represent diplomatic gifts or tributes resulting from trade,
war spoils or Assyrian commissions from traveling
artists.” The Nimrud ivories have the exact same architectural style and Egyptian influence as those found in
Samaria! Once again, archaeology is in harmony with
the biblical record.
While some archaeologists continue to argue that
the Israelite-Phoenician alliance is overstated in the
Bible or that Ahab’s ivory house is a creation of myth, the
archaeological record indicates otherwise. While the
biblical explanation for the Samarian ivories may not be
absolutely definitive, it is still the simplest, most logical
explanation. And as any good scientist will tell you, the
simplest explanation is usually the right explanation. n

The simplest and most probable explanation
for the Samarian ivories, then, is that many,
if not all of them, were imported from
Phoenicia and used in Ahab’s palace.
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shall be spoiled” (Amos 3:11). “Palaces” in this reference would no doubt include Ahab’s ivory house. In
fact, verse 15 specifically warns that “the houses of
ivory shall perish.” Putting these two verses together
implies a prophecy that Ahab’s ivory house—along
with other ivory houses that presumably existed at the
time—would be sacked and destroyed.
Does the archaeological evidence corroborate this?
According to John and Grace Crowfoot, most of the
ivories were found “about 3 meters below the surface,
embedded in a mass of sticky yellowish clay which
was evidently composed of disintegrated mud bricks:
Fragments of one or two bricks of the same color and
texture were found near. … It was plain that the lump
in which the ivories lay had been moved en bloc … and it
seems reasonable to conjecture that the clay itself came
from the walls of the house where the ivories had once
stood.” In other words, ivory that once decorated the
Samarian palace walls was shattered along with those
walls and ultimately dumped in some other location
within the palace, bearing the marks of a violent sacking
and destruction.

How the ancient alphabet of the Israelites came to be used
by nearly 70 percent of the world’s population
By Christopher Eames
he English alphabet is remarkable.
Over the last 3,000 years, it has passed
from empire to empire, all without fundamentally changing. Today, nearly 70
percent of the world’s population uses
a variation of the alphabet used by the ancient Greek
author Homer!
The British Empire, which exported its language to
huge swathes of the Earth and was the largest empire
the world has ever seen, is the reason we all speak
English today. But the British inherited the alphabet
from the earlier Latin alphabet of the Roman Empire.
And the Italians, who were in love with ancient Greek
culture (in an “affair” known as Hellenism), derived their
alphabet from the one used by the Greeks.
So the English alphabet can easily be traced back to
the ancient Greeks, but the question is: Where did the
Greeks get their alphabet?
If you’ve studied language, you have probably read
how the Greeks, who originally used a completely

different Mycenaean alphabet, adopted their new “classical” alphabet from the Phoenicians. Scholars believe
the Greeks adopted this new alphabet sometime around
the beginning of the first millennium b.c.e.
Famous as maritime traders, the Phoenicians conducted a lot of trade throughout the Mediterranean, and
we are told, this is when they would have passed along
their alphabet to the Greeks. Herodotus, the Greek
historian, states that the “Phoenicians, who came with
[King] Cadmus … brought with them to Hellas [Greece],
among many other kinds of learning, the alphabet,
which had been unknown before this, I think, to the
Greeks” (The Histories, 5.58.1).
While there is logic to this supposition, the evidence
is far from incontrovertible. The truth is, we know very
little about the Phoenicians. They are actually regarded
as a “lost” civilization—ironically, due to a lack of written Phoenician records. Scholars still don’t even agree
on exactly who these people were and whether or
not they were distinct from the Canaanites or “other
November-December 2021
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residents” of the Levant (including the Israelites) (see
the sidebar below). As Will Durant wrote in his famous
work The Story of Civilization: Our Oriental Heritage
“The historian is abashed before any question of origins:
He must confess that he knows next to nothing about
either the early or the late history of this ubiquitous,
yet elusive, people.”
And what about the Phoenician King Cadmus?
Herodotus claims that he ruled 1,600 years before his
own lifetime, which would have been around 2100
b.c.e. But this is around 1,000 years before the Greeks
adopted the alphabet, and even centuries before the
development of the first “proto-Sinaitic” alphabet (see
sidebar, page 26).
The belief that the Greeks acquired the alphabet
from the Phoenicians is far from watertight. This
raises the question: Could the Greeks have acquired
the alphabet from another people? Could it have come
from another prosperous and advanced civilization,
one settled next to the Phoenicians that worked closely
together with them—namely, the Israelites?
It’s no secret that modern academia has a bias
against ancient Israel and especially the biblical record.
“In the past,” stated Israeli archaeologist Prof. Avraham
Faust in a 2019 interview with Haaretz, “archaeological
evidence has often been stretched to fit the biblical

narrative, so researchers today tend to reject any
such possible link out of hand” (emphasis added
throughout). Has this inherent bias influenced the
research into the perpetuation of the alphabet?
What if the ancient Israelites are responsible, or at
least partly responsible, for what is now the most widely
used writing system in the world?

Phoenician Influence, or Israelite?

The term “Phoenician” is not found in the Hebrew Bible.
Instead, the Bible references separate city-states, such
as Tyre and Sidon. (Recall the story of King Hiram of
Tyre who aided both David and Solomon’s construction
projects.) The historical record concurs with the Bible
on this point, and shows that Phoenicia was more of
a collection of multi-ethnic independent city-states
(including Tyre, Sidon, Byblos and Carthage) than a
single empire.
Much more about the Phoenicians is known from the
middle-to-late first millennium b.c.e. But what about
the crucial 11th-to-8th century b.c.e. period, when the
alphabet was transferred to the Greeks? And what
about Israel at this time? Did it have the power and
presence to meaningfully impact surrounding nations?
Dr. Larry S. Milner has compiled a large amount of
research on the close ties between ancient Israel and

OW ‘ISRAELI E’ WERE
THE PHO NICIAN ANYWA ?
ust who were the Greek historians

referring to when they mention
the early Phoenicians?
Herodotus, the fifth-century b.c.e.
historian, does not mention “Israel”
or “Judah” in his exhaustive work The
Histories.
Interestingly, Herodotus does
describe the Phoenicians in the very
first verses of The Histories. And what
does he say of them? He describes
their emergence from the Red Sea
area. “The Persian-learned men say
that the Phoenicians … came to our
seas from the sea which is called
Red, and having settled in the country
which they still occupy, at once
began to make long voyages …” (The
Histories, 1.1.1). The exact identity of
this “Red Sea,” or Erythra Thalassa,
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is debated (with significant opinion
that it refers to the Persian Gulf).
But there’s also Herodotus’s claim
that the custom of circumcision is
found among “[t]he Phoenicians and
the Syrians of Palestine” (Histories,
2.104.3). Who were the famously
circumcised people of the Levant?
The Israelites.
Could these references to the
“Phoenicians,” then, actually be a
broader name used to include the
Israelite people? Such a broader
Greek association would not be
without precedent. For example,
the name Ethiopia, derived from
the Greek Aethiopia, today refers
to a specific country and a specific
people. But to the classical Greeks,
the name was used to refer to black

peoples in general, south of Egypt.
An Israelite association with
Phoenicia would make sense. After
all, key “Phoenician” territory was
assigned to the Israelite tribe of
Asher, from which the tribe operated
ports (Joshua 19:24-31—that territory
apparently included Tyre and Sidon;
see map, page 15).
It is feasible that this “melting
pot,” independent, early Phoenician
city-state territory at least included an
Israelite population. This would make
sense, given the Bible’s accounting of
half-Israelite, half-Tyrian individuals
coming from this area (i.e. 1 Kings 7:14;
2 Chronicles 2:13). Technically, even
the royal dynasty of Ahab was half
“Phoenician,” by virtue of his infamous
wife, Jezebel.
n

the Greeks. He writes in his lengthy work Was Achilles
a Jew?: “Since ancient times, the Phoenicians have been
credited with providing this input [of Semitic words
into the Greek language], and this concept carried
over into the modern era …. Although most linguists
have placed this merger in the eighth century b.c.e.,
recent evidence has convinced some authorities that
the Phoenician contribution may have taken place as
early as 1100 b.c.e., a time when the Greek mainland was
entering the Dark Age following the Trojan War. This
dating would also be consistent with a Hebraic, rather
than a Phoenician, input ….”
Milner was not the first to make this suggestion.
Actually, he was preempted by nearly 2,200 years. He
continues: “A Hebraic contribution, rather than a
Phoenician origin for the inclusion of Semitic words in
the Greek language, was first suggested by the Hellenistic
Jewish historian Eupolemus (second century b.c.e.) ….”
Eupolemus wrote: “Moses was the first wise man,
the first who imparted the alphabet to the Jews; the
Phoenicians received it from the Jews, and the
Greeks from the Phoenicians” (Fragment 1).
There is a close similarity between the Phoenician,
Hebrew and Canaanite alphabets. Particularly
around the start of the first millennium b.c.e., the
alphabets used by these separate entities are virtually
indistinguishable. But some clues may indicate the
transmission of a specifically Hebrew alphabet to the
Greek world at this time. Milner continues: “[R]ecent
scholarship has supported this view by showing that
the Hebrew modification of doubling up three of the
letters to be used as vowels (h, w, y) may have been used
as a basis for the Greek and Latin alphabets.”
The Greek bishop Eusebius of Caesarea made a similar observation in the third century c.e. Using specific
letter styles, he linked the origin of the Greek alphabet
directly to the Hebrews, rather than the Phoenicians.
While scholars can and do debate the letter style and
order, and what it means, the fact is that the Phoenician
people—separate city-states though they were—were a
known trade entity, thus providing a ready explanation
for the spread of the alphabet. But what about Israel?
Can we connect the kingdom of Israel with the Greek
world, especially at the end of the second millennium
b.c.e. and the beginning of the first, when we know the
alphabet was transferred to the Greeks?

Dan and Greece

The Bible contains numerous fascinating tidbits of
information showing Israel and Greece had contact.
For example, the Prophet Ezekiel (sixth century b.c.e.)
lists the Israelite tribe of Dan side by side with Greece
in a chapter describing maritime trade. “Dan also and

Javan [the biblical name for the Greeks] going to and
fro occupied in thy fairs …” (Ezekiel 27:19; King James
Version).
There is significant debate about the translation of
this verse. Some scholars believe the phrase “going to
and fro” is better translated as a place name—i.e., Dan
and Javan delivered goods from Uzal ….” The Septuagint
adds additional detail in the verse prior, describing
goods as coming from the famous Greek city of Miletus.
Still, there isn’t a consensus on exactly how this verse
should be interpreted.
But there is another, much earlier reference to a
seafaring tribe of Dan. About 600 years earlier, the
Israelites were embroiled in a battle against the northern Canaanites (during the time of the judges). At
the end of the victorious battle, criticism is leveled at
certain of the Israelite tribes who did not show up to
fight. “[W]hy did Dan remain in ships? Asher continued
ALPHABET PAGE 24 u

S ART NS:
‘ ROTHERS
OF T E JEWS’
sraelite connections with the Greek world run deeper than the
exchange of goods and stories—there is some evidence
of a familial link. In the third century b.c.e., King Areus i
of Lacedemonia (the official name for the Spartan territory
of southwest Greece) wrote a letter to the Jewish ruler
Onias i.
The short message read as follows:“Areus, King of the
Lacedemonians, to Onias, sendeth greeting: We have met with
a certain writing, whereby we have discovered that both
the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of one stock, and
are derived from the kindred of Abraham. It is but just
therefore that you, who are our brothers, should send
to us about any of your concerns as you please. We will
also do the same thing, and esteem your concerns as our
own, and will look upon our concerns as in common with
yours. Demoteles, who brings you this letter, will bring your
answer back to us.”
A number of interesting theories exist as to how this
familial connection was “discovered” by the Spartans—
including links to Israelites from the tribes of Dan or
Simeon. There is literary evidence to suggest a strong
Danite presence in Greece itself—particularly in Achaea,
where a “Danaid” dynasty was established (ironically,
Herodotus’s Cadmus was also from this area). Whatever the
answer, this is an example from the Greek world of the close
nature of the Israelites—in blood, as well as in alphabet.  n
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YOU C N
READ AN IENT
HE REW
learly you can read English. This means that you can read
ancient Hebrew text—the script used in biblical times.
Let’s qualify that. You, the English speaker, can recognize—and even roughly sound out—the letters of ancient
Hebrew (rather than understand the language).
This might sound ridiculous. But the English alphabet is a closer
match to the ancient Hebrew alphabet than the modern Hebrew
alphabet is. The same applies to the virtually identical Latin alphabet, the Cyrillic, and the Greek. Of course, our English words for
various things are completely different from the Hebrew. But the
alphabet we use, and the sounds the letters make, is remarkably
similar to the ancient Hebrew alphabet.
Let’s do a little exercise. Here are three popular English phrases
but spelled with their related, ancient Hebrew letters (mirroring or
rotating some of the letters slightly, but not changing their shape
at all). Grab a pen and fill in the blanks (answers below).

1.
2.
3.

1. The apple of my eye 2. I think therefore I am 3. A piece of Cake
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Proto-Sinaitic
c. 1750 b.c.e.

HebrewPhoenician
c. 1000 b.c.e.

Ancient Greek
c. 750 b.c.e.

Ancient Latin
c. 500 b.c.e.

Roman
c. 1 c.e.

Modern
English

Chart: Matt Baker | UsefulCharts.com | CC BY-NC-SA 3.0

Countries that use
alphabets derived from
Hebrew-Phoenician/
Proto-Sinaitic

Did you get them? Congratulations—you can “read” (or
rather, “sound out”), ancient
Hebrew!
The question is this: How
did our English letters come
to resemble the ancient
Hebrew script so closely?
The adjacent table shows
the historical transmission
in briefest form. Note the
“Phoenician” line, second from
the left: This second line contains the letters of our above
exercise. These Phoenician
letters are one and the same
as the ancient Hebrew.
This begs the question:
H o w — a n d w hy — d i d t h e
ancient Hebrew-Phoenician
alphabet become the basis of
our English language? After all,
there are over 5 billion active
users of the various alphabet
derivatives from HebrewPhoenician—accounting for
nearly 70 percent of the world
population!
November-December 2021
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on the sea shore, and abode in his breaches [ports]”
(Judges 5:17; kjv). This passage clearly shows that the
seafaring Danites were out in ships—a Hebrew word
referring to large, long-distance vessels.
The Israelites (from the tribe of Dan) were traversing
the Mediterranean Sea at exactly the same time Milner
relates that the alphabet—or at least certain Semitic
words—began to make its way into Greece. Notice too,
the Asherites—who were actually allocated much of the
“Phoenician” tribal territory (see Joshua 19:24-31)—were
also criticized for focusing on maritime ventures and
refusing to help their brothers.
Besides the textual clues, archaeological discoveries
also reveal a close link between the Israelites—specifically the Danites—and Greeks. Excavations at Tel Dan,
the ancient “capital” of the tribe of Dan, have revealed
a heavy Greek relationship throughout the Iron Age,
including Greek-style objects of worship, a Greek-style
sanctuary, Greek weapons and Greek-style burials.
Consider this statement by archaeologist Philippe
Bohstrom, in an article published in Haaretz titled
“Tribe of Dan: Sons of Israel, or of Greek Mercenaries
Hired by Egypt?”: “[R]ecent excavations [at Tel Dan]
have uncovered a large neighborhood from the
12th–11th century b.c.e. that shows compelling Aegean
influences.” In one tomb, “archaeologists found more
than 100 ceramic vessels that proved, by chemical analysis, to mostly originate in the Argolid in Greece, the
center of Mycenaean culture during the Bronze Age. …
The excavators at Dan also found vessels decorated with

Aegean-style birds, chalices, offering bowls, a model silo,
and curious brain-shaped stones that may have been
used in ritual” (Dec. 4, 2016).
How did all this Greek fare end up in Israel?
Bohstrom wrote that there are “indications of very
strong cultural ties between Dan and the Aegean world
…. The discoveries have rekindled a long-standing academic brawl over the origin of the Danites. … Do they
have anything to do with a mysterious kingdom called
Danuna mentioned in ancient writing found in Turkey?
Or maybe with the Denyen—a faction of invading sea
peoples, according to ancient Egyptian sources? Or with
the Danaoi, one of the Greek tribes? Or are these all one
and the same? The findings at Tell el-Qadi (now Tel Dan)
suggest they could well be.”
The famous late Israeli archaeologist Yigael Yadin
also posited a connection between the Danites and
a mysterious seafaring people called “Denyen,” who
lived in a north-Levant territory called “Danuna” (an
area later regarded as “Phoenician”). The Greek poet
Homer wrote of a seafaring group called Danaan
whose ships joined the Greeks in the battle against Troy.
(Interestingly, this famous battle occurred around the
same time as the one recorded in Judges 5, where Dan
is criticized for being away “in ships.”)
Even ancient Irish histories record the migration to
Ireland of a Mediterranean group they called Tuatha de
Danann (tribe of Danann), a tribe that had been constantly embattled with the Philistines (i.e. as related in
the 11th-century c.e. work Lebor Gabála Érenn). Whose
biblical territory bordered Philistia? The tribe of Dan.

GREEK STO IES—A OPTED
FR M ISRAELITE STORI S?
he deep connections between

the Israelites and the Greek
world are numerous. Some
believe that the Hebrew word for
traders—Haroclim—was picked up
as the name for the Greek myth of
Heracles (Hercules).
The numerous similarities
between the Greek strongman and
the Danite Samson are intriguing.
Both killed a lion with their bare
hands. Both were responsible for
the death of their first wives in a
fire. Both singlehandedly wiped
out armies. Both faced off against
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enemies fielding giants. Both are
known for their signature use of
a club as a weapon. Both drank
water that miraculously came from
a rock. Both tore down the gates
of a city. Both had a weakness for
women. And both unwittingly met
their demise at the hands of a lover
identified as a “man-destroyer” who
betrayed them—Samson by Delilah,
Heracles by Deanirah. And surprise,
surprise—Heracles was of the
Danaan line.
Are all these similarities
coincidence? There are numerous

other examples of early Israelite
stories that directly parallel early
Greek history and symbolism—such
as the serpent-entwined “symbol
of healing” and a battle between
a single warrior armed with an
oxgoad against a Greek army (read
more about this at watchJerusalem.
co.il/1200). Evidently, certain
Israelite history was incorporated
into early Greek myth. If even
Israelite stories were adopted by the
Greeks, is it unreasonable to believe
that they also could have adopted
their alphabet?
n

And remember the story of Samson and the Philistines?
He was a famous Danite judge (see the sidebar below).
The suggestion that the Danites traveled the
Mediterranean and even sailed as far from home as
Ireland might seem outlandish. But it is documented,
both in the Bible and in ancient secular texts—and now,
remarkably, in some new archaeological discoveries.
Namely, in evidence of 13th-12th century b.c.e. tin trade
between the Israelite port of Haifa and the British Isles!
(see page 11).
Note also that Haifa’s port is within territory allocated
to the tribe of Asher. What did the Prophetess Deborah
complain about regarding the Asherites in Judges 5, at
this very time period? She accused them of remaining in
their ports—receiving and facilitating trade, apparently
including “British” tin imports, and surely more than
that, their language and writing system, too!

A Philistine Microcosm

As the Israelites traversed the Mediterranean, they
would have no doubt interacted with the Greeks in
their island cities and trade ports. But what about the
Greeks? Is there any evidence that the Greeks themselves “visited” the land of Israel, perhaps settling there
in some form and readily adopting the Hebrew alphabet
during the very “transfer time” in question?
Enter the Philistines.
Scholars had long suspected the Philistines of immigrating to the Holy Land from the Greek isles. Indeed,
the Bible indicates the largest Greek island, Crete, as
their point of origin (named “Caphtor”; note Amos 9:7,
also Ezekiel 25:16). In 2020, this was corroborated by
dna analysis pointing to a major Philistine migration
from Crete that happened around the 13th to 12th centuries b.c.e.
To date, few Philistine inscriptions have been
found, and the Philistine language remains a mystery.
Scientists do not know what language the Philistines
came to Israel with (and Crete is known for its strange,
undeciphered writing systems). The earliest-known
Philistine inscription dates to the 10th century b.c.e.
This inscription, and all following Philistine inscriptions, are written in the Hebrew-Phoenician alphabet.
Evidently, the Philistines adopted the HebrewPhoenician alphabet sometime during or prior to the
10th century b.c.e. They did have distinctly different
Philistine words and names (known from the Bible,
as well as inscriptions). These words were connected
to their original Indo-European language, but by this
point, they were transliterating them into the HebrewPhoenician alphabet.
It’s possible that the Philistines received the alphabet
from native Canaanites. Or perhaps from the northern

Phoenicians on the other side of Israel. But there isn’t
a lot of archaeological or historical evidence of interactions between these people. Meanwhile, ancient
texts and archaeological evidence showing PhilistineIsraelite interaction is legion; we have scientific evidence
of numerous wars, alliances, marriages!
Thus, during the 11th-to-eighth century “alphabet
transfer period,” we see the full adoption of the HebrewPhoenician alphabet by a smaller “Greek” community
that lived alongside Israel. Is it coincidence that this
occurred around the same time as the wider Greek
world’s adoption of the same alphabet?
Now, let’s consider the catalyst for the spread of an
alphabet.

Effect of Empire

Today, English is the language of international communication. It’s the language of business and international
politics; it’s the most common language on the Internet.
Travel anywhere in the world and you’ll come across
the English language. Why is it the world’s most popular international language? Basically, the ubiquity of
English gets back to the power, influence, dominance
and education of the British Empire.
When the British Empire was growing, the Dutch
were also a powerful trading nation. They had a network
of seaports and coastal domains all around the world.
(You might think of the Dutch as the Phoenician traders,
with their port cities all around the world.)
Yet the world doesn’t speak Dutch. Chances
are, if you’re an English speaker and you’re reading
this, you know more German, French or Spanish
than Dutch. Even the largest territories held by the
Dutch—most notably Indonesia—do not list Dutch
as an official national language. Conversely, even the
smallest territory (and one of the furthest) in the British
Commonwealth, Tuvalu, does list English as one of its
official languages, taught to all children (despite the
language being rarely used by the island’s 10,000 inhabitants and an insignificant level of tourism).
The point is: It takes empire, power, prosperity and
influence over vast territory to effect sweeping change.
Spreading your language requires massive global
influence!
Both Britain and Rome had this. At its peak, the
British Empire controlled more than a quarter of the
Earth’s surface. Rome too controlled most of the civilized world. It was the same with the earlier Greeks.
It is not a coincidence that the alphabet was preserved
through these three major empires!
So was there an empire before Greece—between the
11th and eighth centuries b.c.e.—that possessed the
power and influence to persuade the Greeks to adopt
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its alphabet? The Phoenicians never possessed such
imperial influence—let alone a single, united nation of
“Phoenicia” at the time. But what about Israel?

The Language of Solomon

King Solomon reigned for 40 years during the critical
10th century b.c.e., the heart of the “alphabet transfer”
period, and when the Hebrew-Phoenician alphabet
became much more standardized. You’re likely familiar
with the biblical account of Solomon’s extraordinary
wealth and power (1 Kings 10).
Long has the debate raged as to whether or not
Solomon existed, let alone the size, scope, wealth and
power of Israel under Solomon. But if scholars can put
a “lost civilization” of Phoenicia on a pedestal based on
minimal archaeological evidence and heavy reliance
on later textual evidence, then the same can be done
for Solomon’s kingdom. (For that matter, a slew of new
discoveries has been emerging over the past several
decades that do provide evidence for the biblical depiction of Solomon’s reign.)
Solomon’s kingdom, according to the biblical
account, was renowned far and wide. His temple,
covered in gold, was a wonder of the ancient world. In
today’s money, the value of the gold has been estimated
at roughly $300 billion (1 trillion shekels; by comparison,
Israel’s current gross domestic product is about ₪1.3 trillion shekels). Leaders and representatives traveled from
far and wide to pay their respects to the king, to see his
kingdom, and to test his unmatched wisdom.
Solomon became heir to his father’s newly conquered and massively expanded territory in the
Levant, acquired between 1000 and 970 b.c.e., including land in Lebanon and Syria, as well as territory in

the Sinai Peninsula (e.g. 1 Kings 9:19). And not only
did David and Solomon rule over their Israelite
kingdom, they also directly reigned over other surrounding “kingdoms” (1 Kings 5:1). All Canaanites in
and around the region—perhaps even as far away as
Turkey (the seat of Hittite dominion)—were tributary
(1 Kings 9:20-21).
Solomon also had a first-class merchant navy that
sailed the known world, bringing him gold, silver, ivory,
apes and peacocks. His fleets were divided between the
Red Sea in the south and the Mediterranean Sea to the
west (verses 26-28; 1 Kings 10:22-23). Solomon became a
major arms dealer and merchant, importing goods from
Egypt and selling chariots and horses to kingdoms as far
north as Turkey (verses 28-29).
Famously, Solomon married 700 wives from far and
wide. In those days, this meant political connections—
thus, connections to Egypt, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Zidon
(the “Phoenician” city), Turkey, and more (1 Kings 11:1-3);
could this have been responsible for Israel’s “familial”
connections to the Greeks? See “Spartans: Brothers of
Jews?” page 21.
The Bible states that everyone—from the Ethiopians
to the Zidonians to the Arabians—“all the kings of
the earth”—brought gifts of all types to Solomon
(2 Chronicles 9:14, 23-24), including, most famously, the
queen of Sheba, who undertook a grueling weeks-long
journey to Israel by “very great train” (1 Kings 10:2). The
Bible affirms that the “riches and honour” of Solomon
were unmatched by any king during his lifetime
(1 Kings 3:12-13). Silver was so common that it became
worthless (2 Chronicles 9:20, 27).
“[A]nd his fame was in all the nations round about.
… So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth

THE PR TO- INIATIC A PHABET
he question of exactly who gave

the alphabet specifically to
the Greeks, and therefore
to us, remains open to debate. But at
its core, the question about alphabet
transmission is a side story. This
is because evidence identifies the
Israelites as being responsible for
the creation of the proto-Sinaitic
alphabet, the alphabet that fathered
them all.
In 1904-05 excavations at the
Sinai site Serabit el-Khadim, the
first of these early proto-Sinaitic
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inscriptions were discovered by Sir
William Flinders Petrie. This ancient
script was discovered among a
slave Semitic community working
in Egyptian mines during the first
half of the second millennium b.c.e.
This enslavement matches with
the period of the biblical slavery of
the Israelites in Egypt. Further, this
script was discovered in an area of
the Sinai matching a key part of the
biblical Exodus story. Debate rages
as to the translation of this script.
For his part, Prof. Douglas Petrovich

identifies several potential biblical
settings and personalities, including
possible references to the biblical
Asenath, Ahisamach and even Moses.
Are the Phoenicians known for
their enslavement in Egypt before
migrating northward into the Levant?
Are the Canaanites remembered continually for their suffering in Egyptian
labor camps? Of course not. It is the
Israelites.
To quote Eupolemus: “Moses
was the first wise man, the first who
imparted the alphabet to the Jews ….”n

in riches and in wisdom. And all the earth sought the
presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God
had put in his heart” (1 Kings 5:11; 10:23-24).
Many scholars conclude that the Bible is being
overly dramatic. Surely Israel could not have had more
riches and power—even influence on the world around
them—than the mighty Assyrians, Hittites, Babylonians,
Egyptians. But here, remarkably, the archaeological
record provides matching geopolitical context for the
biblical account!

A ‘Period of Chaos’

This Israelite “empire” lasted nearly a century, from King
David through to the start of the reign of Solomon’s son
Rehoboam (around 1011–930 b.c.e., reaching its peak
about the middle of that period). During this time, there
was a notable and mysterious void in world politics.
The Egyptian empire, by this point, had recently
fallen during the Bronze Age Collapse (around 1150
b.c.e.), never to rise to the same height of power.
Virtually all eastern Mediterranean kingdoms had
likewise collapsed and were languishing. The powerful
Hittite empire (which controlled much of Turkey) had
fallen. The Middle Assyrian empire had ended—it
was now in a 150-year gap before the start of the “NeoAssyrian” empire, which started, interestingly, right
after Solomon’s reign and the collapse of Israel’s united
monarchy (circa 911 b.c.e.). Likewise, the Babylonians
were in the midst of their own century-long window
termed the “Period of Chaos” (circa 1026–911 b.c.e.).
The Greeks, for their part, were in what is known as
the “Dark Ages”—a mysterious period from which they
would suddenly emerge with a new alphabet matching
the one used by Israel.
This mysterious collapse of empires has been the
subject of confusion and numerous scholarly debates.
What power filled the gaping void? During this period,
whose language was being spread? Whose “alphabet”
was having the most influence?
The Bible describes an Israelite empire at this
period, dominating even the faraway Mesopotamians
(the territory described as being in a “period of chaos”).
1 Chronicles 18-19 enumerate David’s conquests and
expansion of territory, including his defeat of the
Philistines, Moabites, Arameans, Syrians, Edomites,
Ammonites, Amalekites, Mesopotamians and a number
of smaller entities.
Despite a prevalent contrarian bias that “tends to
reject any such possible link out of hand,” could the
biblical account of a superb Israelite empire—which
happens to slot perfectly into this precise timeframe
and geopolitical situation—be the answer? An empire
that drafted the Phoenicians into its service? (1 Kings

9:26-28). An empire with strong ties to the Greek
world—a Greek world which finally emerged from its
“Dark Ages” with not just the same alphabet but also
similar stories to its Israelite “brothers”? (see sidebars
“Spartans: Brothers to the Jews?” and “Greek Stories—
Adopted From Israelite Stories?”) Could the glory and
dominance of Solomon’s empire be primarily responsible for the spread of the alphabet to Greece?
We can glean further evidence for this from other
parts of the ancient world.

It’s (Not) All Greek To Me

The Hebrew-Phoenician alphabet did not spread around
this time to Greece only—it literally went everywhere!
A prime example is the ancient South Arabian
script, which archaeological discoveries show was in
use by at least the ninth century b.c.e. This script was
used in Ethiopia and the southern territories of the
Arabian Peninsula and is the forerunner of the modern
Ethiopian Amharic script. But where did the South
Arabian script originate? These polities were separate
from the Phoenician state. In fact, scientists believe it
was derived from the centuries-older proto-Sinaitic
script (of course, it couldn’t be Israelite).
Both the historical and archaeological record
have little to say about Phoenicia’s connections to
Ethiopia during this time. Meanwhile, it is awash with
Ethiopian-South Arabian connections to Israel. To
this day, Ethiopians still hold dear to their Solomonic
ties and the story of the establishment of their royal
line from Solomon. The account in 1 Kings 10 documents in vivid and explicit detail the queen of Sheba’s
arduous journey to visit Solomon, the good relations
between the two nations, and the close connections
with other Arabian states, which brought Solomon
tribute. Is it coincidence that these same people, at
precisely this time, developed an alphabet directly
related to Israel’s?
It wasn’t just the Ethiopians. There is evidence to
show that virtually every nation surrounding Israel
at this time—the Arameans in the northeast, the
Ammonites in the east, the Moabites in the southeast, the
Edomites in the south, the Philistines in the southwest,
the Greek isles to the west, the Phoenicians in the north—
all took on the same Hebrew-Phoenician alphabet.
The Phoenicians traveled the sea. But they didn’t
travel the Middle East, engaging in a lot of activity with
the inland states such as the Moabites, Ammonites
and Arabians that bordered Israel. Did the Israelites
and Phoenicians coincidentally find themselves in
the business of spreading the alphabet around at
exactly the same time—the Phoenicians by sea and
the Israelites over land?
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Or is it more reasonable to think that there was a
singular driving force—an Israelite “empire” that led
the way—and that led the Phoenicians themselves to
use the same alphabet? As Eupolemus wrote, it was
the Phoenicians who received their alphabet from the
Israelites—not the other way around.
And why might that have been?

Solomon: Israel’s ‘Shakespeare’

The Bible not only describes David’s and especially
Solomon’s empire as one of wealth and power, it also
describes it as one of literary renown.
King David is credited with “penning” most of the
book of Psalms; King Solomon with three other books
of the Bible (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs).
1 Kings 5:12 attributes to Solomon “three thousand
proverbs.” The same passage describes Solomon’s
wisdom (including, undoubtedly, his writings) as excelling “the wisdom of all the children of the east, and all
the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men …
and his fame was in all the nations round about. … And
there came of all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
from all kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom”
(1 Kings 5:10-11, 14).

W Y DID THE
ALPHA ET ‘TA E
O F’ ANYWAY?
hy was the new “Hebrew-Phoenician” alphabet such a

hit? Why did it spread further into nearly every
country on Earth today? Why does nearly every
country (except a handful of Asian nations) use this alphabet system as a basis for their various languages?
Simplicity.
This ancient writing system was revolutionary for its
simplicity. One simple sound for one simple symbol—and
only 22 of them. In an ancient world of complex hieroglyphs and syllabaries, with hundreds of different symbols
to learn (and which only a dedicated scribal few could
read), “proto-Sinaitic-cum-Hebrew” really was the working
man’s language—a literal “language of the slaves” that
anyone could readily become educated in and use. (So it is
probably no wonder, then, that experts recently discovered
literacy to be widespread among the ancient Israelites—
see watchJerusalem.co.il/1041 for more information.)
All in all, perhaps it is no wonder that a God with a love
of “simplicity”—as the Bible often describes—used this
alphabet to preserve His Holy Scriptures.
n
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King Solomon’s “counsel” and “knowledge” came in
the form of writing, as well as speaking (Proverbs 20:18).
And besides David and Solomon, 1 Chronicles 25:8 highlights the presence of teachers and scholars in Israel
during this time.
The book of Ecclesiastes specifically emphasizes
Solomon’s teaching—including the heavy emphasis on
the written word. Passages reference Solomon’s search for
just the right words, “and that which was written uprightly”
(Ecclesiastes 12:10). At the end of his life, a weary Solomon
related the following: “[F]urthermore, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much
study is a weariness of the flesh” (verse 12). It sounds veritably Shakespearean (and he was a man largely credited
with standardization of the English language).
These passages identify Israel, certainly its leaders
and educated class, as prolific writers and publishers. At exactly the same time in secular history and
archaeology, we see the adoption of the same alphabet
by countries surrounding Israel and beyond—the very
countries identified in the Bible as having close contact
with Solomon’s kingdom.
Is it a stretch to think that these trends and developments sprung from the same fundamental cause—the
literary influence of a Solomonic empire?
If this is true—if our alphabet has its origins in Israel—
this means you and I regularly use writing derived from
the same used by kings David and Solomon. That alone
is remarkable to consider when reading over the alphabetical symbols that cover this magazine.
But beyond that, there is significant evidence
to show that our comprehension of such symbols
comes courtesy of the biblical Israelites. Perhaps that
shouldn’t be too surprising after all, given our Western
society is based on a Judeo-Christian foundation. It
draws on the Hebrew Bible as the foundational text (the
New Testament itself repeatedly affirms this), not any
“Phoenician” Bible. Thus, should we be surprised to find
it draw on the same writing system?
But in one specific area we hit a wall of sorts. Namely
(to revisit the quote in the introduction), that “researchers today tend to reject any such possible link out of
hand”—any such link to the veracity of the Bible, to the
glory of Solomon’s kingdom, to the power of ancient
Israel—from the little symbols that make up an alphabet to a gigantic empire.
But sometimes biases can curse us with an inability
to see the forest for the trees.
So while we can thank Shakespeare for the development of our English language, perhaps we can thank
the ancient “Shakespeare,” Solomon, and his God-given
power and wisdom for the spread of those precious,
beautifully simple letters on which it is based.
n
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book, The Britons, confirms that the inhabitants of this
region were substantially different from others on the
island. The people of Cornwall at this time were more
similar to those living in Ireland than those living in
England, who were mainly of Anglo-Saxon heredity.
Cornwall has long had a separate language and had
religious beliefs and practices similar to the Celts.
Curiously, the ancient name for the people living
in this region also has a biblical connection. In
his 16th-century history Britannia, English historian William Camden, quoting from third-century
geographer Solinus, referred to Cornwall’s ancient
inhabitants as Dun Monii or Dan Monii. In a footnote,
Camden noted that the name Monii likely means
“mines,” named after “the inexhaustible mines of tin
found in those parts.”
As for the word Dan or Dun, Camden mentioned
that the word “appears” to mean “hill.” But it could also
just be the proper name, Dan. Put together, it’s possible
that the ancient name describing the area of Cornwall
could be Dan’s Mines. Recall too that the tribe of Dan
had the habit of naming places after its tribal forefather
(Judges 18:12, 29).
It is possible that in addition to trading in Cornish tin,
either jointly with the Phoenicians or independently,
the tribe of Dan might have even established a mining
colony in Cornwall!

A Probable Hypothesis?

When you put all the evidence together—the rich
written history of the isles, the historical record documented in the Bible and the archaeological discoveries
of the coast of Haifa—a compelling picture emerges. It’s
possible ancient Israel, operating either in conjunction
with Phoenicia or as an independent maritime power,
participated in the trading (and perhaps even the
mining) of tin with Britain.
This might sound implausible for those who have
been taught to believe the ancient Israelites were an
insignificant confederation of backward tribes during
the early Iron Age. But the facts remain: Tin ingots
mined in Cornwall made their way to Israel’s coast, and
they arrived at the time when the best historical source
for this region (the Bible) says that two Israelite tribes
were involved in maritime trade in that same area.
The evidence might not be overwhelming, but surely
it’s enough to justify a change in the way we generally
think about ancient Israel and to inspire a new working
hypothesis: one that accepts the biblical record, which
says that ancient Israel engaged in some impressive
feats beyond its borders—and perhaps as far away as
Cornwall, England!
n
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PROVE
IT FOR
YOURSELF
Most highly educated people, and men
of science, assume that the Bible is not
the infallible revelation of a supernatural
God, and they assume this without the
scientific proof that they demand on
material questions.
Most fundamentalist believers assume, on
sheer faith, never having seen proof, that
the Holy Bible is the very Word of God.
Very few people have stopped to prove
whether or not the Bible is really the
inspired Word of God. Very few people
tremble before what it says or regard it as
having real authority.
Yet the Bible is the world’s bestselling book.
Where do you stand with the Bible? To help
you prove it true, request your free copy of
The Proof of the Bible.
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